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Can It Happen 
Here?

Connecticut’s fiscal straits are 
well known, so it’s no surprise that bills in 
Hartford to legalize (and tax) the growing 
and sale of marijuana for recreational use 
are given a good chance of passage.
 Recently, following the scent of some 
rumors, the Chronicle learned that feelers 
have been put out by some niche growers 
from other states—a few from as far away 
as California’s ”Emerald Triangle”—to sur-
vey the potential of Cornwall. What’s the 
draw? Discrete interviews with some home 
consumption growers active here for many 
years, reveal a surprising finding: our soil, 
farmed and enriched for generations by 
farm animal droppings, produces an excel-
lent crop. Conclusion: There are many ac-
tive and former farms here ready to be put 
to a “higher” use. And finally, of course, 
there is our town’s reputation for coolness 
and a laid-back vibe. So far, everything is 
speculative and sotto voce. 
 Far-fetched, you say? Asked about con-
verting to another crop, one farmer here 
pointed out (off the record) that calorie- 
conscious Cornwallians, an alliterative 
bunch, now consume less of his maple syr-
up than the national average. Also, the in-
crease in backyard vegetable gardens has 
cut down on veggie sales. Adapting will 
bring changes to our town, and prepara-

tions have already started, or are being con-
sidered, including: 
• The Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department 
is looking into acquiring special SCBA air 
filters (so called “Happy Masks”) to filter 
smoke when fighting brush fires in mari-
juana fields. 
• The Cornwall Foundation is deciding 
whether it will entertain applications for 
“seed” money for marijuana startups.
• The bell at the North Church will have to 
be converted to bong, not chime. 
• The Cornwall Association 
may hold a naming contest for 
our local product. (“Mello 
Moose” and “Cornwall Blue” 
have already been submitted.) 
• The library is renaming its big 
annual event “Books, Blooms, 
and Rolling Your Own.”
• The Wish House is breaking 
out long-stored serapes, tie-
dyed T-shirts, and huarache 
sandals to accommodate the 
new clientele.
• Farm market baked goods may expand to 
include specialty cookies and other munch-
ies, and craft offerings will include hand-
carved Shaker style pipes. 
 Of course, it remains to be seen if this 
early interest will bear fruit, so to speak, but 
our reputation as the “greenest town in 

Connecticut” could very 
soon take on a new mean-
ing.             —Stoner Tokè

Acorns Under My Pillow
It’s a predictable tale: a couple living in a 
city (Brooklyn) has a baby (Laurence, aka 
Laurie) and immediately thinks this baby 
needs grass, and trees, and nature! I grew 
up in New Zealand and I was keen for our 
son, now four, to experience something 

akin to an antipodean child-
hood, i.e., to spend long, des-
ultory hours wandering in 
the woods, poking at things 
with a stick. 
 So, we moved to Corn-
wall, where we discovered 
that Laurie doesn’t much like 
the woods, or wandering, 
and prefers to bring the sticks 
indoors, where he hides 
them in special places. One 

stick has taken up residence in the spice 
drawer—it is the Spice Stick—and now 
must remain there forever.
 Laurie might mistrust the woods, but he 
shares my fondness for the animals around 
us. His favorite is a groundhog he has 
named Norman. Laurie provides us with 
hourly updates on Norman’s activities, of 
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Welcome
Alexander Alan Lunderborg 

to Jaimee K. Marano and Todd A. Lunderborg

Good-bye to a Friend
Mary Fichet

Land Transfers
Frederick R. Scoville, III and Katherine A. 

Scoville to Sarah McLane Brandau, land with 
buildings and improvements thereon at 66 

Kent Road, for $356,000.

Nicholas W. Xatzis to Jacob Hartzell, Lucy Prom, 
Peter Prom, and Karen Prom, two parcels of 

land with improvements thereon at 
15 Railroad Street, for $657,000.

Estate of Cynthia Parkinson to Jason R. Klein 
and Douglas J. Kane, 11.470 acres of land with 

buildings and improvements thereon at 179 
Warren Hill Road, for $250,000.

Catherine Guilsher, Trustee of the John I. 
Guilsher Revocable Trust, to Fred Erik Nilsen, 

9.1 acres on Cream Hill Road, for $75,000.

(continued from page 1)

which there are but two: sunbathing and 
vegetable thievery. For now, Norman gets 
to stay, his weight-management issues a 
plump testament to the excellence of our 
tomato plants.
 For all that nature brazenly steals your 
stuff, she sometimes bears gifts. When 
we first arrived, we received the 
gift of acorns: acorns on the kitch-
en counter; acorns beside the 
hearth; and, for that extra touch 
of romance, an acorn beneath 
my pillow. Google told us why: 
mice. This was neither surpris-
ing (our house is full of holes), 
nor alarming (mice are pretty 
cute), but as city people we felt 
compelled to catch the mice in re-
splendent, humane mice motels. 
We drove them far from our house to 
release them, which made us feel a bit 
sordid, like we were dealers doing 
sur reptitious mice drops 
across Litch  field County.
 We had clear evidence of 
bears when a FedEx-deliv-
ered dining room chair was found up in the 
woods with a distinctly ursine bite in its 
seat. I immediately googled to see if anyone 
in Connecticut has ever been eaten by a 
bear? (Answer: not yet.) We purchased a set 
of bear bells, which, it turns out, are unnec-
essary when you’re walking in the woods 
with a child that emits a steady “I’m 
boooored! I need a stick to put in the toilet!” 
 We set up a trail camera down by the 
pond, and soon enough we had a hard-
drive full of creatures: our chair-chewing 
mama bear, two cubs rollicking behind her; 
a band of coyotes; a stench of skunks; the 
occasional opossum; the blur of a passing 
owl. I love these black-and-white glimpses 
of our neighbors and their routines: the 
bobcats, always alone and meaning busi-
ness; the deer, always together, skittish, 
their legs looking too flimsy to be entrusted 
with their torsos.
 I like it all, in fact: the spectral howl of 
the coyotes; the dawn hammering of a con-
scientious woodpecker; and the slow, cir-
cling courtship flights of a pair of red-tailed 
hawks, who last spring raised a baby in our 
yard. I’ve even grown almost fond of the 
bat that lives part time in the vent above 
our shower; Laurie insists he’s called Batty, 
but he looks more like a Steve to me.     

  —Tracey Hill
 Editor’s Note: Check out the Web edition of 
this story for shots of Tracey Hill’s trail camera

Regs Redux
Anna Timmel knows Cornwall well, hav-
ing lived here for the past 33 years. Feeling 
the desire to give back to the community in 
which she raised her children while she 
built her medical practice, Anna first joined 
the Planning and Zoning Commission 
(P&Z) in 2012 and recently became its chair. 
Looking back, she thinks what she refers to 

as “restrictive regulations” concerning 
home businesses have constrained eco-
nomic development here. 
 It turns out she was not alone. Our re-
gional government planning body, the 
Northwest Hills Council of Governments 
(NHCOG), recognized the need for im-
proved home business regulations as early 

as 2016. The NHCOG provided towns 
the opportunity to work with an eco-
nomic development consultant to im-

prove local regulations. 
 In 2018 the NHCOG issued a doc-
ument that listed best practices for 

home business regulations. During the 
two-year preparations for the 2020 
Town Plan of Conservation and De-
velopment (POCD), the Economic De-
velopment subcommittee of Cornwall 

set a goal of updating our regulations to 
spur low-impact home businesses. 
      Cornwall has historically had higher 

rates of “self-employment” and “work 
from home” than Litchfield 

County or the state of Con-
necticut as a whole, accord-
ing to the most recent cen-

sus data. The Covid-19 pandemic 
has only highlighted that as more families 
have moved here and have sought to oper-
ate businesses from their homes. Increasing 
opportunities for businesses to establish 
themselves here ranked second as one of 
top ten future town priorities in a 2019 sur-
vey conducted by P&Z during the POCD 
process. (Improved access to “attainable” 
housing came in first.)
 Having received their marching orders 
from the POCD, Anna and her fellow com-
missioners, “proceeded with enthusiasm 
and were frankly shocked at the strongly 
negative response we met at the November 
10, 2020 public hearing,” she exclaimed. 
The most common concern by far from 
residents, according to Anna, was that 
“businesses might try to establish 
themselves in ways that would irre-
vocably change a residential 
neighborhood for the worse. They 
were full of sample scenarios of 
endless lines of dump trucks en-
tering and leaving residential 
lots.” It was “back to the draw-
ing board,” as Anna describes it. 
 The proposed home business 
regulations (see cornwallct.org), 
define three types of home busi-
ness. One is a home office with 
no employees; no permit required. 
The second is considered a “minor 
home business” and if the applicants 
comply with the category definitions, 
they can obtain a zoning permit without a 
formal hearing. This is a significant simpli-
fication over existing regulations, while 
maintaining restrictions the public de-
manded in previous public hearings. The 
third category is a “major home business,” 
requiring a special permit obtained through 
a detailed application process and a rigor-
ous formal hearing.

 Anna believes that public NIMBY con-
cerns have been addressed through tighter 
definitions in the new regulations and are 
well covered in the built-in mechanism of 
special permitting. “We put conditions 
upon many applications; concerns of the 
neighbors often end up being part of the 
conditions that are applied during the hear-
ing process,” Anna assured me. 
 David Colbert, a 19-year veteran of P&Z 
and most recently the chair before he 
stepped down last year, was a vocal critic of 
the last set of proposals. He applauds the 
changes made since the November meeting 
as “vast improvements,” but believes there 
are still modifications that should be made. 
One concern is the lack of definition around 
the types of activity allowed, especially 
what he calls “manufacturing,” which he 

believes should require special permitting 
at all times. The other is limiting the 
number of “employees” as he believes 
that using contractors could potential-
ly skirt the special permitting process.
     Colbert’s comments are part of a 
robust community comment process 

which officially continues through 
another public hearing April 13. Af-

ter that the commission can pass 
the regulations into law, revise 
them, or gather even more feed-

back from the public. —Bob Meyers

Snowy Silver Linings
As you read this, April has arrived with 
daylight extending into early evening, 
birds and peepers singing, and (perhaps) 
the snow is gone. But during our Covid 
winter, the snow certainly fell. On my Feb-
ruary calendar noted: “snow” on seven 
days. All of this snow elicited many a New 
Englander’s reaction—let’s embrace it!
 Up on Cream Hill, informal Nordic 
trails emerged. Put down by neighbors like 
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Henry Labalme and Bill Gold early morn-
ings after a snowfall, the even, parallel 
tracks extended around perimeters of huge 
fields, skirted woodlands, gently crossed 
roads, then circled back around. On most 
February days, skiers snapped on and set 
off into their gentle kick, glide, kick, glide. 
 Henry’s been x-country skiing in Corn-
wall for years, but says, “The winter of ‘21 
was epic. Billy (Gold) and I pretty much 
skied every day since mid-December, and 
traded trail reports constantly. We’ve had 
powder days (best for off-piste descents), 
bullet-proof crusts perfect for skate ski-
ing—and everything in between. Basically, 
there were no bad ski days.”
 Snowshoeing became another popular 
pastime. Meeting a friend or going solo at 
one of the many local trails was perfect for 
that pursuit. Cornwall Conservation Trust 
trails at Rattlesnake Road and Welles Pre-
serve became favorites. All abilities seemed 
to strike out on skis or shoes to the Great 
Mountain Forest, into Mohawk State For-
est, along the Housatonic River. Avid out-
doors person Mary Kay Elwell reflected 
that, “Exploring the woods with so much 
snow was serene and beautiful; a fresh per-
spective on familiar paths.”
 Various animal trails and delicate prints 
crossed the snow, telling their own stories. 
An occasional chickadee flitted between 
branches and sang. Up in the canopy of oak 
and pine branches, snow gathered and 
gleamed. This winter’s beauty helped clear 
our hearts and minds, and gave us the 
space to enjoy nature, to be quiet, forgetting 
our digital devices and worries for a while. 
It seems a lovely reminder that in all sea-
sons there is reason for gratitude, especially 
here.       —Emilie Pryor

The Long, Long Haul
As the percentage of those vaccinated in 
northwest Connecticut increases, when can 
we expect to see an effect on the incidence 
of Covid-19? A significant reduction will 
depend on measures like masks and social 
distancing, along with growing vaccination 
rates. By April, the state of Connecticut 
should begin vaccination of those 35 years 
of age and older, in addition to special pop-
ulations such as teachers. At the same time, 
those vaccinated and those recovered 
from Covid-19 will have picked 
up valuable protective antibod-
ies. If past infection and vacci-
nation cover 80 percent of the 
population, then herd immu-
nity could begin.
 Cornwall resident Denis 
Nash, professor of epidemiolo-
gy at the CUNY Institute for Im-
plementation Science in Popula-
tion Health, has been studying the 
impact of Covid-19 in different 
populations by following a national 
cohort of 6,700 uninfected people. 
Nash’s group interviews and tests 
the cohort regularly to see if and why 

they become infected. They have 
found that rural communities are 
not only vulnerable, but have 
also seen an increase in infec-
tion rates vis-a-vis urban areas 
in the period between May 2020 
and January 2021. 
 The factors behind this, 
Nash says, include access 
to healthcare and incon-
sistent risk reduction, and that rural 
areas have fewer previously infected 
persons carrying protective antibodies. 
This absence may bring a higher risk of 
outbreaks for a longer time and a slower 
transition back to normality. 
 Nash has found that public health 
strategies like quarantine, testing, 
isolation, and contact tracing have 
not been reliably used during the in-
fectious period, while practices that are po-
tential drivers of pandemic spread, like in-
door dining, air travel, or not wearing 
masks outside the home, have continued. 
 Covid-19 may simply be “too quick and 
too quiet,” says Nash, to be effectively con-
tained by contact tracing. However, accord-
ing to Nash, we are already seeing the ex-
pected beneficial effect of vaccinations of 
vulnerable nursing home residents and the 
elderly.
 Nash has worked on HIV and he sees 
clear parallels from that fight at work in 
Covid-19. Like HIV, the current infection 
carries stigma for those living with it and 
inhibits mask wearing and seeking medical 
care. Also, frustratingly similar for Nash, is 

that, as with HIV, “rogue and inept 
politicians can derail any com-
mon-sense public health response” to 
Covid-19.
    We’ve been down this path be-

fore. The 1918 flu came from Navy 
personnel in New London in 
September 1918 and travelled to 
Litchfield County, but was 
largely gone by February 1919. 
Covid-19 has stayed with us 

much longer. Nash’s research 
provides an evidence-based road-

map for how we can reduce new out-
breaks and finally extinguish the 

Covid-19 epidemic.              — Kevin Fisher

Pale Trees
You may have recently noted trees ap-

pearing to have shrugged their dark out-
er bark off into a small heap at the base 
of their trunk, and now appear clothed 
in their paler rosy-beige undergar-

ment bark. If you are wondering 
why, the answer is yes, sadly they 

are showing the effects of em-
erald ash borers (EABs). 
 The EABs have now de-
scended in force on our 
Cornwall white ash trees. 

And their arrival foretells an 
inevitable loss of these trees 
that occupy such a large and 

familiar place in our landscapes. The 
demise of these trees has consequen-

tial and cascading impacts to our forest 
ecosystems, but there are a few things we 
can do to lessen the impact. 
 First is to consider that when these trees 
die, they release the carbon stored in their tis-
sues back into the atmosphere as they de-
compose. Since young trees actually seques-
ter carbon at faster rates than older trees 
(older trees store more carbon, but process it 
more slowly), we can help offset this carbon 
loss by replanting trees. Replanting with na-
tive trees helps to bolster the ecosystem, sup-
porting songbirds and the insects they feed 
on. Consider native oak, maple, cedar, larch, 
or if you’re pining for your ash (sorry), con-
sider planting blue ash. Blue ash displays a 
high resistance to EAB.
 If you have an ash or two that you dear-
ly love and that don’t yet have EAB, consid-
er having an arborist save a few trees with 
lifetime treatments like nutrient and insec-
ticide injections. 
 If you are considering taking your ash 
down before they are infested, consider 
taking down only the trees that threaten 
your life or property. Let at least part of the 
woodland trees succumb naturally, such 
that their demise is staggered rather than 
synchronous. This staggering will help 
dampen the cascading effects from the loss 
of this species. 
 Do not transport any of your cut ash out 
of the area where it could infest forests that 

DRIVERS: CHILL OUT!
   I applaud your February “Do the Cornwall 
Walk” news item: tight turns do warrant an ex-
ception to the walk-against-traffic general rule. 
   I am an avid jogger along College Street. Based 
on lots and lots of observations, about 60 percent 
of drivers maintain speed within hailing dis-
tance of reasonable speeds and another 20 per-
cent slow down when they see me; the remain-
ing 20 percent keep the pedal to the metal. My 
ask: Chill, people! (Plus, my grandchildren are 
coming back post-Covid).      —John McMahon 

ZONING CONTROL STILL LOCAL
 On March 9 Cornwall residents were able to 

observe the Planning and Zoning Commission 
review the proposed home business regulation 
and set a public hearing for April 13. Cornwall 
has had similar regulations for over 30 years. 
These regulations are locally grown, considered, 
and adopted. Having people able to work at 
home has served the town well and is increas-
ingly popular. These uses are secondary to resi-
dential use of properties under the regulations. 
Over the last 30 years and four town plans, 
Cornwall has been able to receive good advice 
from local, regional, and hired planners, but the 
decisions have always been made by your elected 
P&Z Commission.

—Gordon Ridgway, First Selectman
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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are currently EAB free. The rule of thumb is 
not to transport your wood or firewood far-
ther away than ten miles. If someone takes 
your wood for you, be sure you know they 
are taking it somewhere nearby. Lastly, it’s 
best to take down any trees between No-
vember and March, outside of the April 
to October songbird nesting months. 

—Heidi Cunnick

Cornwall Briefs
• Cycling is on our minds now that 
the weather is warming and a new 
Cornwall business is providing the 
wheels. Three Guys Ski & Ride has 
opened in the former Yutzler’s, of-
fering four seasons’ worth of sport. 
Bicycles and their gear are for sale in 
the warm months and alpine and Nor-
dic skis and snowboards and their gear 
when winter comes back, as it always 
seems to do. 
• Junior cycling is also blooming as Keith 
Bodwell is organizing Paceline Junior Cy-
cling for kids aged eight to 18. For more 
see the full story on our website and con-
tact Keith at pacelinejuniorcycling@gmail.
• Gratitude is in the air for a lot of reasons 
these days and one of them is for the hard 
work of volunteers Ali Lesch and Stephana 
Bottom at the food bank. The selectmen rec-
ognized them with a pair of gift certificates 
to the Country Market. Thanks also to the 
folks at Camp Mohawk who opened their 
doors to residents in need of showers after 
a bad windstorm knocked out power 
around town.
• Zoom has up and downsides but the Corn-
wall Library reports a huge uptick in partici-
pation in its events offered via the meeting 
app. Margaret Haske reports that the library 
upgraded its technology (new mics and the 
like) and drew in the crowds. Winter Birds in 
the Backyard, part one, drew a whopping 
416 viewers. Roxana Robinson’s sessions on 
Anna Karenina regularly drew 200 or more—
one of them from Panama (you know, where 
the canal is and those hats).
• Ponts et Chausées (Bridges and Roads). 
The road resurfacing schedule is shaping 
up for the summer with Cornwall Bridge at 
the top of the list. Whitcomb Hill and Bald 
Mountain roads can expect new asphalt. 

Events & 
Announcements

During this time of social distanc-
ing on account of the Coronavirus, 

the Chronicle will be posting important 
updates, information about online events 
on our Facebook and Instagram feeds. 
Please also look for periodic web-only ar-
ticles posted directly on our website, at 
cornwallchronicle.org. 

Traffic Redesign for Cornwall Bridge will 
be discussed at a special meeting of the 
Board of Selectmen (BOS) on Monday, 
April 12, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

Planning and Zoning will hold a Zoom 
hearing about proposed new regulations for 
home businesses on Tuesday, April 13, at 7 
p.m. Queries from the public are welcome.

A Town Meeting to review the 2019-2020 
Town Report and the Five-Year Capital 
Plan will be held on Zoom, Friday, April 23, 
at 7 p.m. Votes will be taken on the sale of a 
small lot in West Cornwall to William Betts 
and the merger of the Sidney Kaye Fund 
into the Town of Cornwall Endowment. A 
hearing on the FY 2021-2022 town budget 
will follow the votes. 
 For access to the three above Zoom 
meetings, call the BOS office at 672-4959.

Conservation Trust. Earth Day Thursday, 
April 22, 1 to 4 p.m.: Celebrate by helping 
clear a trail. Bring your own loppers or oth-
er useful tools. Space limited so contact 
Cornwallconservationtrust@gmail.com.

Bike and Hike on Sunday, April 25: 11 
miles of ride and walk through Ballyhack, 
Welles, and Cathedral Pines preserves. 
Gather at Cornwall Library at 9:30 a.m. 
Space is limited to 15. To register contact 
cornwallconservationtrust.org.

Branch Out with Deirdre Fischer at the 
Union, West Cornwall Village, on all Satur-

days in April from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free 
guidance for teens and collegians about 
self-directed learning practices and skills 
like goal setting, action steps, and other 
tools. Contact Deirdre at 860-335-4150 for 
more information and to register.

At the Cornwall Library
 All Tuesdays in April from 10 to about 
11:45 a.m. Explore Emily Dickinson and the 
Brightness of Being with Mark Scarbrough. 
To register for Zoom sessions go to bit.ly/
Dickinson-Library.
 Take a Zoom visit to the Falls Village 
home of interior designer Bunny Williams 
on Sunday, April 11, at 3 p.m. $25. Register 
at bit.ly/Bunny.Williams.  
 Simon Winchester will discuss his latest 
book, Land: How the Hunger for Ownership 
Shaped the Modern World on Saturday, April 
24, at 5 p.m. via Zoom. Q&A to follow. To 
register go to bit.ly/Winchester-Library.
 Reading the Forested Landscape, a 
Zoom talk by Tom Wessels presented by 
the Conservation Trust and the Cornwall 
Library, will be on May 1 at 5 p.m. See either 
group’s website for details and to register.

The Assessor’s Office is accepting applica-
tions for the Renter’s Rebate for Elderly and 
Totally Disabled. Applicants must be 65 or 
older or 100 percent disabled and a renter 
in the town of Cornwall. The income limit 
for this program is $37,600 for sin-
gle and $45,800 for married cou-
ples. The filing period is 
April 1 to October 1, 
2021. Please con-
tact the asses-
sor’s office for 
an application.

April Blossoms...
...come in many forms. While spring 
brings back the green, why not bring us 
the greenbacks? The Chronicle can use 
them to flower.

Several smaller bridges will also get some 
masonry repairs, nothing major according 
to bridge coordinator Roger Kane. The 
Cogswell Road Bridge, whose guide rails 
drew eyesore complaints last summer, will 
get a redo. Any ideas should go to the se-
lectmen’s office at 672-4959.
• Volunteers Jane Herold and Duncan 
Webb have been named to the Economic 

Development Commission for three-
year terms.                 —Lisa L. Simont


