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Most meetings and 
events are virtual and 

held remotely. 

Zoom meeting web 
links and dial-in 
numbers can be 

found on the town or 
sponsor’s web page.

What Will School Be Like?
Imagine you’re a bullfighter and the bull 
is coming straight at you. You have three 
options: flick the cape, stand your ground, 
or run for the exit. Choices like these face 
educators in Region One as September 
approaches.
 Amid the shifting patterns of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, very little is univer-
sally agreed upon. An ABC/Ipsos poll in 
June showed that one half of U.S. parents 
were willing to reopen school; half were 
not. In this climate, Cornwall and its fel-
low Region One schools are planning for 
the fall.
 CCS Principal Mary Kay Ravenola 
said that by mid-July parents had been 
surveyed once; most favored opening 
school for the social benefits their kids re-
ceived by learning together. Another sur-
vey will be conducted before September. 
Mrs. Ravenola said she is calling all par-
ents, reaching out to learn their thinking. 
Parents’ decisions will be honored, she 
said, as will teachers’ needs to stay home.
 A Region One Reopening Advisory 
Team gathered early in July at the behest 
of the Connecticut Commissioner of Edu-
cation and set itself the task of readying 
the region’s schools to 1) be open to all 
students, 2) have some at school and 
some remotely learning, and 3) have ev-
eryone at home and learning online.
 Nine groups were convened to make 
plans in these areas: communications, 
technology and digital tools, facilities and 
food service, transportation, health and 
wellness practices, pandemic response, 
curriculum instruction, athletic and ex-
tracurricular activities, fiscal issues and 
business services. Each group has a board 
member and an administrator to guide it. 
The plans produced were to be approved 
by local school boards and sent to the 
state by July 24.               —Lisa L. Simont

Remote vs. In-Person 
Learning? Hear It Straight 

from the Horse
Rather than paraphrase, interpret, or re-
search the sizzling-hot topic of education 

during the time of Covid-19, this cub re-
porter decided to go to the source and 
ask Cornwall high school, college, and 
graduate school students for their point 
of view. Responses have been edited 
for brevity; view their full answers at 
cornwallchronicle.org:
 “I am pro in-person learning. For a 
person like me, I learn by experience and 
that one cannot get online to the extent as 
in class.” —Micah Matsudaira, rising se-
nior, Housatonic Valley Regional High 
School
 “In-person school is much better than 
virtual school. I am a visual learner and I 
work best when I can ask my teacher.” 
—Georgia Horan, rising sophomore, 
Poly Prep Country Day School 
 “I really dislike distance learning be-
cause it takes a lot longer to get things 
done, like if you need to ask a question 
you have to type up an email and send it 
instead of just raising your hand. It is 
also hard since I am [in] the agriculture 
programs at Housatonic, I cannot do 
anything hands-on.” —Spencer Markow, 
rising sophomore, Housa tonic Valley Re-
gional High School
 “I much prefer in-person schooling to 
virtual learning. For me, one of the most 
noticeable differences in classes online 
compared to classes in-person is that stu-
dents are much less willing to participate 
during online classes.” —Plum Luard, 
rising junior, Friends Seminary
 “I feel that Zoom was a good resolu-
tion for the few months that we could not 
be at school, but after a few weeks it be-
came the worst part of my day, having to 
wake up early just to look at the comput-
er for a few hours.” —Iris Hubbard, ris-
ing junior, The Gunnery
 “I definitely prefer in-person to re-

mote classes. College students are sub-
merged in a culture that promotes 
growth through the exchange of ideas on 
a daily basis and I just don’t buy that this 
same atmosphere can be reproduced in a 
remote setting.” —Harry Martin, rising 
junior, Wesleyan University
 “I definitely prefer in-person classes. 
It’s much harder to focus and motivate 
yourself to engage with the professor 
and other classmates when you’re not in 
the same room.” —Olive Cowan, rising 
junior, Kenyon College 
 “I do very well with routine and 
something about having to actually get 
up out of bed and feel the energy of your 
peers around you in a tangible academic 
setting keeps the motivation high and 
mind on the task at hand.” —Lucie Jad-
ow, rising senior, Chapman University
 “You would be hard-pressed to find a 
student who prefers remote learning. 
Here’s why: the educational quality in 
the classroom is better because teachers 
can adapt in real-time and it’s extremely 
difficult to maintain every facet of social 
interactions when you’re shut in your 
own house.” —Grace Luckett, rising 
sophomore, Georgetown University
 “In-person. You miss everything out-
side the very specific class times, such as 
extracurriculars, small interactions in be-
tween classes, and any socializing.” —
Oscar Luckett, rising senior, Saint Ann’s 
School
 “I can definitely say in-person school 
is infinitely preferable. It was very hard 
to stay focused when everything re-
quired me staring at a screen, whether it 
be class or studying. Another major pit-
fall was trying to transfer our clinical ex-
periences online.” —Mary Kate Koscius-
ko, rising second year student, UConn 
School of Medicine
 “I would prefer an in-person semes-
ter. What I do need is eye contact, a hand-
shake, a classroom, a book with real pa-
per, a notebook with real paper, a teacher 
to interrupt, a friend to talk about lec-
tures with and a schedule.” —James 
Nicholas, rising senior, St. Lawrence 
University

 Grumbling Gryphons 
Second Week of Camp 
Starts Aug 3, & Goes 
Through Aug 8 from 
9:30 am–12:30 pm

 Agricultural Advisory 
Committee

Aug 3, 7:30 pm
 Deadline for Voter 

Registration in Person
 Aug 10, Noon

 Right to Vote Series 
part 6

Aug 17, 5 pm Library
 ZBA* 

Aug 24, 7 pm Library

 Inland Wetlands/
Water Courses

Aug 4, 7 pm
   Board of Selectmen 

Aug 4, 7:30 pm 
Town Hall

 Presidential 
Primary Voting

Aug 11, 6 am–8 pm 
Town Hall

 P & Z Commission 
Aug 11, 7 pm

   Board of Selectmen
Aug 18, 7:30 pm

 Cornwall Reads Fiction 
Blair Brown 

Aug 12, 6 pm Library

 Deadline for Voter 
Registration by Mail 

Aug 6
 Read Aloud for Children

Aug 6, (age 4-7) 10 am
 (age 7-11) 10:30 am

Library
 Cornwall Conservation 

Commission
Aug 13, 10:30 am
 Board of Finance

Aug 20, 7 pm

 Cornwall Assn Mtg 
Aug 1 9–10 am

 Coop Farm Mkt Town 
Green Every Sat 
9 am–12:30 pm

 West Cornwall Farm 
Mkt Wish House Every 

Sat 10 am–1 pm
 Grumbling Gryphons 

Performance 11 am 
 Discussion on 
Covid & College 

Aug 8 5pm Library
Deadline Chronicle 

Copy Aug 15
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Good-bye to Friends
Peter Allen Barrett

John Perry
Jack W. Richmond

Land Transfers
Steven Sage to Anna Kallman and Noah Noyes, 
land with buildings and improvements thereon 

at 22 Great Hollow Road, for $152,500. 

Diane Lou Sage, Linda Sage Neighbors, and 
Steven Lawrence Sage to Anna Kallman and 

Noah Noyes, land with buildings and 
improvements thereon at 22 Great 

Hollow Road, for $152,500. 

Lennart Ahrstrom to Cody Pociask, land with 
buildings thereon at 18 Brook Road. 

Dwight E. Lee to Asad A. Kazim and Andrijana 
Savic, land with buildings and improvements 

thereon at 332 Sharon Goshen Turnpike, 
for $1,000,000. 

John R. Waldman and Carol H. Waldman to 
Daniel H. Callahan, Jr., land with house and 
other improvements thereon at 380 Sharon 

Goshen Turnpike, for $285,000. 
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 “I prefer learning in-person because it 
provides structure and less procrastina-
tion. I am a nursing student, so working 
online can be very challenging with all of 
the hands-on experiences we need.” —
Roxy Hurlburt, rising junior, Uni-
versity of New England
 “I’ve been feeling neutral about 
it all in some regards…It seems like 
the only way that other countries 
have made headway with the virus is 
by taking some unpopular, drastic 
measures to keep everyone safe. 
So, if schools need to do that by 
keeping a large portion of the popu-
lation from partying/living together, 
then I’m for it.” —Willa Neubauer, 
rising junior, Barnard College
 “I’d love to be back in-person or at 
least have everyone on campus doing hy-
brid classes, but I’m afraid that this will 
be dangerous territory.” —Pia Labalme, 
rising junior, University of Michigan

—Elizabeth England

Maker of Monuments
My parents bought their home on Cream 
Hill Road in 1976, the same year I re-
ceived my learner’s permit. I was occa-
sionally allowed to take the wheel after 
we rolled through Kent on the way up 
from Brooklyn, my dad sitting in the pas-
senger seat desperately trying to pass on 
his legacy of impeccable driving.
 My father, the sculptor Neil Carl Es-
tern (1926–2019), was a consummate per-
fectionist, as anyone who knew him can 
attest to. Cornwall, with its unspoiled 
beauty, was a natural fit—perfection in 
and of itself.
 When Neil was little he was bedrid-
den with an illness for several weeks. His 
father, a Jewish immigrant from Con-
stantinople who played classical guitar 
and spoke nine languages, arrived home 
one day with a package of clay, hoping it 
would provide distraction. According to 
family lore, that was how his career as 
one of America’s preeminent sculptors 
began.
 Before long, my dad was back outside 
playing stickball with the other Jewish, 
Irish, and Italian kids in his Flatbush 
neighborhood, but something had shift-
ed. He had discovered a passion. He 

stuck with it and an 
observant teacher en-
couraged him to at-
tend the High School 
of Industrial Art (now 
the High School of Art 
and Design).
     Later he received his 
BFA from the Tyler 

School of Fine Arts in 
Philadelphia where 
he studied with Al-
bert Barnes of the 

Barnes Foundation, and also met my 
mother, Anne. As my mother was other-
wise engaged (literally), they started out 
as friends, building sets together for the 
school’s theatre productions and visiting 

museums and galleries in their spare 
time. Eventually my dad stole her 

heart and they were married in 
1948.
      After moving back to Brook-
lyn and needing a steady in-

come, Neil took a job as a model 
maker for the Ideal Toy Corp. There 

he created realistic dolls that be-
came hits, including the life-size 

Patti Play Pal doll. According to 
the Wall Street Journal, Patti Play Pal 

“has gone down in collectible an-
nals as a masterpiece of American 
vinyl.” Where Barbie (who had 

just made her debut) was an ideal-
ized figure of womanhood and stood 
less than a foot tall, Patti, measuring 

36 inches head to toe, was built like a tod-
dler. Patti was a companion who could 
share real clothing and imaginary adven-
tures with a human playmate.
 Within a few years, Neil had turned 
from dollmaker to full-time professional 
sculptor of monumental works, working 
out of his studio on the top floor of a 
Brooklyn Heights brownstone. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, President John F. 
Kennedy, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, 
and Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia are 
some of his best-known creations.
 My father had a love affair with Italy 
and moved the family there for six-
month stints so he could study the great 
monuments and work in the foundries 
that he so adored. Eventually though, 
with three children in school, that kind of 
uprooting became impractical, so my 
parents searched for an area with as 
much charm and beauty as their beloved 
Tuscany. Cornwall was that alluring 
place, and their laying down roots here is 
another legacy I was lucky enough to re-
ceive, and one that I’m grateful for every 
day.               —Tory Estern Jadow

Here Comes 
the Neighborhood

Has Covid-19 had an effect on real estate 
and populations in Cornwall and sur-
rounding towns? According to Carolyn 
Klemm of Klemm Real Estate, “Absolute-
ly! We’ve never sold more houses in such 
a short period of time.” Most local Real-
tors agree.
 Agent Chris Garrity of Bain Real Es-
tate says that between March and July of 
2019, eight properties sold. “This year, 
it’s 16 and the business isn’t slowing. One 
property, listed last week for $399k, had 
17 showings in under a week.”  Last year, 
Garrity added, “it would have been two.”
 Rentals have also increased. During 
the first 60 days of the Covid-19 shut-
down in New York, Bain rented 109 

properties around Litchfield County, a 
nearly 400% increase over the 30 or so 
rentals in the same period as in previous 
years.
 There are some who fear the conse-
quences of this mini-boom. One area real 
estate agent who asked to remain anony-
mous thinks a panic to move out of New 
York is turning a buyers’ market into a 
sellers’ market, causing prices to spike. 
The agent’s concern is that demand will 
eventually ebb when the pandemic does, 
but prices will be left artificially high, 
pricing out local buyers.
 Despite the uptick of sales in the re-
gion, turnover in Cornwall itself has been 
more modest. According to Vera Din-
neen, Cornwall’s town clerk, just 11 
houses have sold this year, (including 
two transferred between family mem-
bers). There were eight by the same time 
last year, an increase, but not two-fold 
like the Northwest Corner in general.
 One indication of growing interest in 
residing in Cornwall is local school en-
rollments. In July, CCS fielded about 10 



plants that can resprout. In short, our 
roadsides have an ecology that is distinct 
from that of the surrounding landscape. 
Grasses often dominate these roadway 
verges, encouraged by the mowing and 
the salt, and hay-producing species like 
timothy, orchard grass, and smooth 
brome are common. Unfortunately, a 

new invasive species—Japanese stilt 
grass—has recently entered the pic-

ture and is rapidly taking over 
portions of the roadsides that 

are shaded by trees. 
 Poison ivy is another 

salt-tolerant species that 
flourishes along the 
roadside along with the 

sticky-seeded burdock 
and the heavily seeded 

curly and broadleaved docks. Vines are 
also common, the most ubiquitous being 
the aggressive oriental bittersweet (a bo-
tanical boa constrictor), as well as two 
native woody climbers, the riverbank 
grape and Virginia creeper. August is 
when the wild cucumber vine explodes 
into flower and people suddenly notice it 
sprawling across stone walls and hedge-
rows. Some people confuse this herba-
ceous native climber with the multi-
stemmed Japanese knotweed that 
blooms around the same time, but 
forms large clumps up to six feet 
tall.
 The most common woody shrubs 
along our roadways are the prickly 
multiflora rose with small red 
hips and the red-fruited Mor-
row’s honeysuckle—both 
considered invasive and 
both with fruits that are 
relished and dispersed by 
birds. Towards the end of 
August, Canada goldenrod 
begins to bloom conspicu-
ously, signaling the change 
in seasons. Goldenrod, which 
is insect-pollinated and pro-
duces sticky pollen, often gets 
blamed for the allergies caused by the 
wind-pollinated ragweed that blooms in-
conspicuously at the same time. These 
are just a few of the plants you will see as 
you walk the Cornwall roads this sum-
mer—an archipelago of urbanism amidst 
a rural sea.           —Peter Del Tredici 

Not-So-Little Guild
Across the world, humans have taken a 
hit one way or another from Covid-19. 
Fortunately, the Little Guild of Saint 
Francis has continued to take care of ani-
mals. Abigail Cusick, the shelter’s execu-
tive director, has been incredibly im-
pressed with her staff’s dedication, 
positive mindset, and significant drive 
during this chaos. Happily, the shelter 
has not had to let any staff members go.
 Due to quarantine, the shelter has 
seen an increase in dog adoption applica-

Letter to the 
Chronicle
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calls from families interested in register-
ing for the fall. The majority of these fam-
ilies have requested registra-
tion packets to officially do so, 
says Principal Ravenola. CCS 
is pleased that more weekend-
ers are now deciding to stay.
 In Cornwall, the picture of 
increased residency isn’t com-
plete without discussing week-
enders becoming year-round-
ers. While there are no official 
numbers, over the past year at 
least, seven families have made 
that transition. Each case is unique, 
but elements of Covid-19 loom large 
in their decisions.
 One family was hoping to make the 
move for a few years, but a need for one 
wage earner to be in a Manhattan office 
always prevented it. Now that office is 
mandating employees to work at home 
because of Covid-19, so they took the 
plunge and enrolled their kids in a local 
school for the fall
 Another family purchased a weekend 
house on Popple Swamp Road this 
spring, came up April 3 for a long week-
end, and haven’t gone back since. They 
have enrolled one child into kindergar-
ten at CCS, but are concerned that the 
Cornwall Child Center won’t have room 
for their two younger kids.
 But for them, like many, the “what 
ifs” of small-town life in Cornwall seem 
to pale to the “what ifs” in big cities like 
New York—at least for now.

—Lory Bevans & Bill McClane

Walking the Highways and 
Byways of Cornwall

With the explosion of the Covid-19 pan-
demic in New York in mid-March, the 
town of Cornwall filled to its typical 
summer density a good three months 
early, just as the first signs of spring were 
starting to emerge. Starved for exercise, 
both full-time and part-time Cornwall-
ians took to walking the roads at a time 
of year when they usually stay indoors.
 Watching spring unfold on foot be-
came a source of wonderment and con-
versation—especially the arrival of mi-
grant birds in April and May. The plants 
were doing their thing as well, but with-
out much fanfare because of the cold, wet 
weather.
 Now August is upon us and people 
are still walking the roads. The subtle 
greens of spring have given way to a sol-
id wall of vegetation. Our roads—from 
the ecological perspective—are veins of 
urbanization imbedded in a rural matrix. 
I say this because they are bordered by 
soil that has been seriously compacted by 
construction and are heavily salted in 
winter, which negatively impacts the 
growth of many trees. In addition, they 
are mowed in summer to keep the vege-
tation down, which favors the growth of 

tions. There have been far fewer cat 
adoptions, largely because the Little 
Guild decided to halt them in April. Now 
that cat adoptions have reopened, the 
numbers of adoptions are on the rise.

 In addition to facilitating adop-
tions, the shelter is also taking 

in rescues. The shelter is 
connected with a rescue 
organization in Tennes-
see that is able to trans-
port animals to homes 

out of state. The staff is 
also busy contacting people 

who have submitted animal surren-
der forms.
   Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, 
the Little Guild has had to cancel 

events from which it receives the 
majority of donations. Any donations 

the shelter receives help animals find 
their forever homes. To donate, spon-
sor, foster, or adopt an animal, go to 
littleguild.com or visit its wish list on 
Amazon.      —Lily Horan

Further Student Graduation
Missing from last month’s student grad-
uation list: Evan Alex Jeans graduated 
from Indian Mountain School and will 
attend Salisbury School in the fall.

Cornwall Briefs
• Town Goals for 2020: Although the 
Board of Selectmen had to set aside mov-
ing forward with planned projects re-
cently due to Covid-19 issues, the board 
plans to rededicate its energies toward 
achieving its stated goals. The two main 
points of focus are wastewater manage-
ment and affordable housing. Stay tuned!
• The Cornwall Internet Expansion 
Committee has been busy doing research 

ROSE ALGRANT SHOW
	 The	Rose	Algrant	Show	Committee	was	sad	
not to be able to put on the actual 61st annual 
show this August. However, from the beginning 
of May to the end of June we hosted an online 
show and fundraiser for the Cornwall Food and 
Fuel Fund. Twenty-nine artists participated 
and we are happy to have been able to raise over 
$3,500 for the fund.
 Some of the works are still exhibited on our 
web site rosealgrantartshow.org/shop-online. 
Many thanks to the generous participating art-
ists! Very special thanks go to Cara Weigold, 
who	did	the	hard	work	of	setting	up	this	virtual	
endeavor, and to Jacque Schiller, who publicized 
it far and wide.
 See you in person in August of 2021!

—Ellen Moon
Co-chair	Rose	Algrant	Show	Committee	
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Vegetable Word Play 
Solutions

1) Cornwall, 2) Nut Case, 3) Keep Calm and 
Carrot On, 4) Take A Leak 5) Stalker, 6) 
World Peas, 7) Dead Beat, 8) One In A 
Mellon, 9) Kernel of Truth, 10) Big Dill 

Events & 
Announcements 

During this time of social 
distancing on account of the 
Coronavirus, the Chroni-
cle will be posting import-
ant updates, information 
about online events, and 
reflections	on	the	moment	on	
our Facebook and Instagram 
feeds.	Readers	can	also	find	our	
Web-exclusive reports posted di-
rectly on our website at cornwallchronicle.
org. 

Art in Cornwall
 The Souterrain Gallery will be opening 
August 1 with a mixed-media exhibit by 
the Bevans Quartet; works by Jane, Loren, 
Nan, and Pandy Bevans, including a trib-
ute to Pandy Bevans. Open Thursday 
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
by appointment. 
 Erica Prud’homme’s retrospective ex-
hibit continues at the Cornwall Library. 

At the Cornwall Library
 Read Aloud with Eileen Gargan, 
Thursday, August 6, at 10 a.m. for chil-
dren ages 4 to 7, and at 10:30 a.m. for 
children ages 7 to 11.
 College and Covid, a discussion 
with college students returning 
(or not) to college in light of 
Covid-19, Saturday, August 8, 
at 5 p.m.
 Cornwall Reads Great Fic-
tion with Blair Brown reading 
Laurie Colwin. Moderated by Roxana Rob-
inson. Wednesday, August 12, at 6 p.m. 
 The Right to Vote with Pete Vermily-
ea. The final installment of this six-part 
series on voting rights in America on Mon-
day, August 17, at 5 p.m. Funded by the 
Cornwall Foundation. 

Grumbling Gryphons Theater Arts Camp 
Week Two will be held from Monday, Au-
gust 3, to Saturday, August 8, from 9:30 
a.m to 12:30 p.m. Activities include the-
ater, storytelling, music, art, and pup-
petry for ages 6 to 14. Careful Covid 
protocol will be observed. There will 

be an OUTDOOR perfor-
mance at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
August 8, (rain date Sunday, 
August 9, at 11 a.m), followed 
by music and an OUTDOOR 
performance of The Golden Lady 
created by Ellen Moon at Gry-
phon headquarters, 29 Lake 
Road. For more information and 
to register, contact Leslie Elias at 
672-0286  or grumblinggryphons@
gmail.com.

Voter Registration for Presidential 
Preference Primary: The deadline for 

voter registration by mail is August 6 and 
the deadline to register in person is Au-
gust 10 by 12 p.m. in order to vote in the 
August 11 primary.

August 11, 2020 Primary: Notice is hereby 
given that a Presidential Preference Prima-
ry of both the Republican and Democratic 
parties will be held in the Cornwall Town 

Hall, 24 Pine Street, on 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020. 
Polls will be open from 6 
a.m. until 8 p.m. Absentee 
ballot applications have 

been mailed to all active, eli-
gible voters (only registered 
Democrats and Republi-

cans). The applications 
should be returned to the 
town clerk. A mailing 

house will be mailing 
the ballots to those 
who apply. The bal-

lots must be returned to 
the town clerk by 8 p.m. on 

Primary Day. Voting absentee is only an 
option if you do not wish to go to the poll-
ing location. If you plan on showing up at 
the polling location, please shred or destroy 
the application as you see fit. As always, the 
town clerk’s office is available for any ques-
tions you might have. Call 672-2709 or visit 
cwltownclerk@optonline.net. Office hours 
are Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. and from 1 to 4 p.m.

Consider Cornwall: The Cornwall Eco-
nomic Development Commission re-
cently launched the brand-new Corn-
wall EDC website and campaign to 

encourage people who chose to shelter 
in Cornwall to STAY in Cornwall. Vis-

it explorecornwallct.com and make 
sure to meet the newbies and make 
them feel welcome!  If you hear of 
anyone looking to start a business 
in Cornwall, be sure to connect 
them to the EDC, whose mission is 
to help build and grow our busi-
ness community.

Who wants to be a JP?: The state 
of Connecticut says Cornwall can 
have 59 justices of the peace for a 

new four-year term starting January 
2021; 20 for registered Republicans, 19 
for registered Democrats, and 20 unaf-
filiated or minor party electors. Demo-
crats and Republicans endorsed candi-
dates at meetings held in May. Now the 
town clerk is charged with appointing 
unaffiliated or minor party candidates 
for JP. If you are an unaffiliated voter or 
member of a minor party and would like 
to marry people, take acknowledgments 
and depositions, or administer oaths, 
please contact the town clerk’s office for 
an application to be returned no later 
than November 1. Names will be drawn 
in a public ceremony should more than 
20 apply.

Cornwallchronicle.org
We love print here, but remember to visit 
our website and Facebook page to view 
many additional stories and announce-
ments. The “support us” page lets you do-
nate with Paypal.

towards creating a proposal for a town-
wide fiber optic network. If you are inter-
ested in knowing more and/or helping out, 
email Gary Steinkohl at garysteinkohl@
gmail.com.     —Susie Lilly Ott


