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Every Week This Month: 
Saturdays:  Cornwall Co-Op Farm Market, 9 am–12:30 
pm  West Cornwall Farm Market, 10 am–1 pm; Sundays: 
 Black Lives Matter Vigil, 2:30 pm Cornwall Bridge

5 61 2 3 4

The End of a Line
One Friday evening 50 years ago, 

the doors of a train swung open at the West 
Cornwall rail station. A group of passen-
gers climbed down onto the platform after 
a three-hour journey from Grand Central 
Terminal in New York City.
 The group couldn’t have known it, but 
their ride up the Housatonic Valley that 
night was to be the last of its kind. It was the 
end of passenger rail service to Cornwall 
and other towns along the Pittsfield line of 
the New Haven Railroad.
 Practical reasons existed for train travel 
in the post-World War II period. “Most peo-
ple didn’t own a car in New York City. The 
train was the only way to go.” So recalls 
Anne Hubbard, who remembers taking the 
train to Cornwall in 1957 to meet her fiancé 
Tom Hubbard’s family for the first time.
 Most riders during this period worked 
in New York all week and came up on Fri-
day nights. The late Spencer Klaw recalled 
in a 1998 issue of the Chronicle “the great 
hissing and clanking” steam locomotive 
that pulled him, Tom Bevans, and other 
Cornwall commuters up the line. Hector 
Prud’homme remembers “dirty, ratty” pas-
senger cars that were “very slow,” but more 
fondly recalls that a beer was usually avail-
able on board and that a somewhat regular 
group of Cornwall friends would find each 

other and gather for conversation.
 The beer must have tasted nice after a 
week in the hot city in the middle of sum-
mer. Jack Swanberg of Guilford, Conn., 
worked as an engineer on the Pittsfield line 
in the early ‘60s and confirms that “bar and 
dining service was available on the Friday 
and Sunday trains until the end of 1960. A 
special parlor car occasionally ran as well. 
For a couple of dollars, you could ride in it 
and have mixed drinks brought to your 
seat.”
 The train’s arrival was no doubt an an-
ticipated event, as riders reunited with 
family and friends. Liz Van Doren remem-
bers the scene at the West Cornwall station. 
“We would beg my mother for pennies to 
put on the tracks while we ran around 
waiting for the train to arrive. The anticipa-
tion of seeing my father and get-
ting one of his big hugs was 

equaled by excite-
ment about getting 
the flattened penny 
and showing it to him 
after the train left the station.”
 The train also served as a means of es-
cape, recalls Cornwall’s Jonathan Land-
man. “I was a teenager and could take the 
train by myself. It gave me the freedom to 
indulge the usual teenage scorn for family 
activities on weekends when city activities 
beckoned. My parents were giving me psy-
chological breathing room without too 
much fretting about the perils. The train 
helped make that possible.”
 Despite the advantages of rail travel, rid-
ership slowly tapered off during the ‘60s. 
Pittsfield line service was cut back to the 
point where riders from New York had to 
complete the trip north of Danbury on a 
single carriage known as a Budd car. 
 The final scheduled passenger train 
rolled through Cornwall on April 30, 1971. 
By that time, the first segment of Interstate 
684 had been completed in Westchester 
County, complementing the existing net-
work of parkways. Car travel was now the 
standard.
 Rail activity on the Connecticut section 
of the Pittsfield line essentially ceased until 
the newly reorganized Housatonic Rail-
road began operations. For several years in 
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Good-bye to Friends
Gregory T. McAvoy

Congratulations
Michelle Carano and Alexander Monroy

Land Transfers
Ingrid Ellen and David Boyum, Co-Trustees, to 
Katya Meyer, two parcels of land with buildings 
and improvements thereon at 62 Sharon Goshen 

Turnpike, for $575,000. 

Kevin L. Reinhardt to Daniel T. Patulak and 
Marci Vincitorio, land with buildings and 

improvements thereon at 19 Railroad Street, for 
$630,000. 

Victoria E. Jadow, Trustee, to Paul J. Klausner 
and April Stewart Klausner, land with buildings 

and improvements thereon at 432 Cream Hill 
Road, for $1,100,000. 

Donald C. Ogonowski and Deborah A. Leak to 
Markus Kraebber and Virginia Kindred, land 

with all appurtenances thereto belonging at 51 
Cream Hill Road, for $22,500. 

David Farrell to Albert Loverro, land with 
buildings thereon and appurtenances thereto 

belonging at 14 Mansonville Road, for $95,000. 

(continued from page 1)

the mid-1980s, it ran passenger excursion 
trains before committing to freight-only op-
erations in 1989.
 Today, Housatonic diesel locomotives 
can be heard rumbling up the valley, pulling 
cars that carry a vari-
ety of industrial-use 
products. The railroad, 
public officials, and 
private citizens alike 
have called for a reviv-
al of passenger service. 
Such a venture would 
likely require an up-
grade of existing track 
lines, extensive operat-
ing agreements, and 
significant public fund-
ing. Stay tuned. 

—Dan Hubbard

Local is Looking Up
You can learn to fly fish, buy a unique host-
ess gift, acquire beautiful ceramics, ride an 
electric bike, find great outdoor apparel, 
browse a fine furniture showroom, and you 
can even take a walk with a llama! These 
are just a few of the products and services 
offered by the 134 existing businesses in 
Cornwall (according to the Business Direc-
tory on cornwallct.org). While it is some-
times easy to focus on what Cornwall 
doesn’t have (yes, the restaurant is on track 
to open this fall), the energy of new people 
and new business activity is evident.
 The Cornwall Economic Development 
Commission, established by the first select-
man about 10 years ago and consisting of 12 
members, helps bring new businesses to 
Cornwall, supports existing ones, and at-
tracts visitors and new residents alike. “We 
want to get people to the party. That’s our 
goal,” says EDC Chair Janet Carlson Sand-
ers. Sanders has served as chair for 8 years, 
having become involved soon after moving 
here from Brooklyn with her husband and 
children. Sanders’ enthusiasm for Cornwall 
is evident in the many ways she and other 
commission members work to support eco-
nomic activity.
 For business in Cornwall, if you build it, 
will they come? The EDC is here to improve 
the odds.
 Opened for two years now, the electric 
bike business is doing well, says Bob En-
sign, owner of Covered Bridge Electric 
Bike. “People thought I was crazy,” he ex-
plains. “I wanted to be here, not in Kent or 
Litchfield. There may not be a lot of action 
now, but that is about to change.”
 “We are outpacing our projections by 
about 50%,” explains Jim Shockley of Three 
Guys Ski & Ride. “We weren’t sure about 
foot traffic and had another location in 
mind until Janet told us about this one.”
 Longtime store owner and EDC mem-
ber Bianka Langer Griggs has seen business 
tick up in the past year at the Wish House. 

“With more awareness of business oppor-
tunities in town, more awareness of re-
sources, we can create job opportunities for 
others and create a vibrant, viable economy 
in Cornwall,” Bianka says.
 So, are there other entrepreneurs out 
there who might want to “show up to the 

party?” The EDC has ongoing 
conversations with prospects 
and anyone interested in learn-
ing more. There is also a plan to 
create a locally funded small 
business loan program that 
would provide start-ups with 
below market-rate interest loans.
   As far as the long-awaited 
restaurant, owner John Van 
Doren is clear about his reason-
ing. “I think it is something 
Cornwall can benefit from. West 
Cornwall was a thriving com-
mercial center when I was a kid. 

This is what I envision for the future.”
 The unique combination of Cornwall’s 
multiple villages and expansive rural land-
scape may require a little more effort in 
building a cohesive and prosperous com-
mercial scene, but there is no doubt that 
Cornwallians, with their steadfast commit-
ment to this exceptional place, are capable of 
turning buzz into bustling. As far as this writ-
er is concerned, there are plenty of things still 
on my Cornwall to-do list. Last summer my 
son enjoyed a walk with a llama, and reports 
it was surely worth the early wake up! 

—Mare Rubin

Cocoon
They’ve gone quiet now, but are out there 
still, and the questions remain. Why call 
them gypsy? Should we change to Roma?* 
Or use their Latin name: Lymantria dispar? 
That last word certainly describes the feel-
ing evoked when seeing our favorite trees 
in tatters. But why this year? (When I was 
feeling so smug about our cicada dodge.) 
How long will the outbreak last? And will 
they be here in the same numbers next 
year? I went in search of answers.
 In an unChronicle move, I first opted to 
dig into the Web of Science, a database reposi-
tory of science articles, to see what folks who 
study dispar fulltime say. A recent study 
(Zubrik et al., 2021) summarizes data stretch-
ing between 1945 and 2020. While some in-
formation was region specific, given the “ev-
erywhere” nature of the beast, many insights 
likely hold for Cornwall. For instance, the 
airborne larvae can travel with wind up to 15 
kilometers. Good lord, are they bumping 
into Covid-19 hurtling around out there?
 If we think of their population dynamics 
over time, it appears that after a period of 
build-up, an “outbreak” threshold is reached 
every roughly 8 (but as many as 12 or as few 
as 6) years, the outbreak lasts on average 3 
years (but between 1.5 and 4), then there is a 
population collapse (they’ve eaten all the 
available food or some genetic failing strikes) 
and the population build-up begins again. 

The species is polyphagous, meaning they 
are happy to eat almost any foliage, chomp-
ing on about 85 different trees in the U.S., 
though preferring deciduous to conifers.
 A knowledgeable source closer to home 
is Thomas Worthley, associate extension pro-
fessor at UConn. “Except in rare circum-
stances, such as what occurred in eastern 
Connecticut in 2016 and 2017, defoliation by 
gypsy moth caterpillars is a temporary and 
cyclical event. Population outbreaks occur 
periodically, when factors in the environ-
ment that generally keep the population sta-
ble are not quite in balance. Usually, healthy 
oaks and other hardwood trees can with-
stand an episode of defoliation; they will set 
new buds and produce a new set of leaves to 
finish out the growing season. The effect 
shows up as smaller-than-normal growth 
rings. Softwood trees, such as pines and 
hemlocks, can be killed, however, with a sin-
gle defoliation. Repeated defoliation events 
in subsequent years can be problematic be-
cause the carbohydrate reserves that trees 
need for refoliation can become exhausted. 
Also, if there are additional stress factors in-
volved, such as drought or other pests, tree 
mortality can occur. There is not much an 
individual can do except wait for the infesta-
tion to run its course and make sure individ-
ual trees get plenty of water.” This last com-
ment because the caterpillars compensate for 
poor foliage in drought conditions by eating 
more leaves and causing more defoliation. 
Worthley recommends the Connecticut Ag-
ricultural Experiment Station web pages for 
more information: portal.ct.gov/caes.
 Longtime gardener Roxana Laughlin re-
called a past similarly intense outbreak, 
when she chose to spray her favorite orchard 
trees but let the rest hang on as best they 
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might. Ants, stinkbugs, and small mammals 
all feed on different stages of the moth’s life 
cycle providing a reason, finally, not to hate 
the white footed mice. —Heidi Cunnick
*In early July, the Entomological Society of Ameri-
ca announced it was removing “gypsy moth” as a 
recognized name for the insect.

Hey, Can Anyone Get Any 
Help Around Here?

Actually, no.
 But if you take into consideration that 
we did just endure a global pandemic 
which has many industries still not operat-
ing at full tilt AND has triggered one of the 
largest urban migrations in years, most of 
us have roofs (maybe leaky, growing moss, 
or missing some shingles) over our heads, 
so let us pause for a moment to be thankful.
 OK, the pause is over, and many folks 
want to get on with it and repair, augment, 
redo, up-the-game on their rentals, old and/
or new homes. What’s the timeline? How 
much will it cost? When will a contractor, 
electrician, plumber, landscaper, excavator 
call me back? Is there anything I can do my-
self with a YouTube tutorial or two?
 This cub reporter did a bit of Googling 
and learned that most companies “play 
chicken” with supply and demand, follow-
ing the Just in Time way of doing busi-
ness—to prevent stockpiles, goods are de-
livered to factories “just in time” for 
consumer demand.
 But that juicy morsel didn’t quite satisfy 
my appetite, so after reaching out to various 
contractors and subcontractors (who were 
obviously too busy to respond), I happened 
upon Ralph Dzenutis, whom I found mid-
job on my morning walk. He supplied facts, 
as well as a general boots-on-the-ground 
vibe, of what IS going on in the world of 
home building, renovating, and repairing.
 “It’s pretty obvious,” said Dzenutis, with 
a plank of plywood on his back. “This plank 
used to be $20 and now it’s $60 because de-
mand is high and supply is low. This means 
construction of any kind is probably going to 
be three times what it was pre-pandemic.”
 But it’s not only the price that’s the is-
sue. What about labor? Dzenutis says, 
“Covid sent many running for the hills to 
their weekend or part-time homes, new 
homes, or rentals. While in quarantine, 
those people had plenty of time to notice 
things that needed fixing or improvements 
they wanted to make to their houses, yards, 
gardens. People who never thought about a 
pool were thinking about pools.”
 Why do I have to wait weeks or months 
for goods? “While in lockdown, people had 
time to make lists of what they wanted to do 
and buy once they could go shopping. Sud-

denly, the stores were emptied of their inven-
tory and the factories—many with part-time 
or no staff due to Covid—weren’t producing 
construction materials at the rate homeown-
ers and renters were demanding.”
 OK, so now what? “Be patient,” said 
Dzenutis. “People who have lived in the 
country or more rural communities for a 
long while are used to a slower pace of both 
living and of getting work on their homes 
and yards done. Many city dwellers who’ve 
moved up here full time, or much of the 
time, are accustomed to a quicker turn-
around speed on almost everything. Instant 
gratification. It takes a little longer in rural 
areas, but it’s worth the wait.”
 So, what to do if you want an extra bath-
room, a hedge, or a generator?
• Plan ahead (like now).
• Expect to pay more (like a lot).
• Tap some high school or college students 

who look handy or horticulture-y and 
dangle some cash (there seems to be a 
fresh crop around here these days).

• Breathe (your repairs or renos will looks 
wonderful when they’re done).

—Elizabeth England

Art for Everyone
The Rose Algrant Art Show, which started in 
1959 with nine artists and was “virtual” with 
29 artists last year, is jumping back into 
“in-person” mode August 6–8 at CCS with 
over 40 artists. In the spirit of its inimitable 
founder, proceeds go to the artists and to lo-
cal charities chosen by the Art Show Com-
mittee.  Show Co-Chair Ellen Moon says this 
year will benefit the Cornwall Woman’s Soci-
ety. “They have not been able to have a rum-
mage sale this year or last and their scholar-
ship fund is scraping bottom.”  Since 2008, 
the show has generated $40,000 for the town.
 The show is put on with impressive ef-
fort by the multi-talented team of Cara Wei-
gold, Amelia De Neergaard, Alexis Del-
letery, Jiwon Lee, Richard Griggs, Gina 
Maolucci, Donna Murphy, Tory Jadow, 
and Carol Schneider. Jacque Schiller joined 
Moon at the helm in 2018. “When we decid-
ed to make the leap to living here full time, 
it seemed just the organization to volunteer 
with in order to meet other artists and com-
munity-minded folks.”
 Moon, known for her watercolors, fiber 
art, and masks, got involved because she 
has “enjoyed exhibiting my work most 
years at the show since 1972.” She says one 
strength of the show is its inclusivity. Any 
artist who has a Cornwall address and is 
over 18 is eligible. “From seasoned estab-
lished artists to the barely emerging. Pro-
fessionals to amateurs. From young to old. 
All media welcome. Prices from $25 to 
$5,000.” One tweak is that the opening will 
be on Friday afternoon instead of that eve-
ning (there will be no reception and masks 
and social distancing are required). As 
Schiller says, “It’s a tremendously fun, low 
pressure exhibit, always for a worthy 
cause.”                —Sally Van Doren

Fire Department: Call Out!
Oh, for gosh sakes, it’s 2:35 in the morning! 
What’s that crazy buzzing next to my head?” 
From the haze of a deep sleep, I realize that 
it’s my emergency beeper. I’m “on call” to-
night for driving the Cornwall ambulance. 
Radioing the Litchfield County dispatcher, 
I’m out the door to meet our EMTs (emergen-
cy medical technicians) at the home of a pa-
tient with mild stroke symptoms. While the 
trained first responders care for the patient in 
the back of the ambulance, we make it quick-
ly to Sharon Hospital, relieved that she’ll be 
OK. Like the ambulance crew, our firefight-
ers might be called out day or night in all 
kinds of weather to protect the health and 
safety of neighbors in need. Nothing is more 
satisfying than performing a valuable service 
that adds to the quality of life of our town.
 Want some action in your life? Join the 
fire or ambulance crew of the Cornwall 
Volunteer Fire Department. The CVFD all -
volunteer service can bring heart-pounding 
excitement and the satisfaction of being a 
team member, trained to stand with your 
neighbors in their most critical moments. 
Imagine driving a 15-ton tanker or working 
with life -saving equipment on the rescue 
truck. Or using your newly acquired medi-
cal skills alongside our experienced EMTs. 
How about safely directing traffic at an ac-
cident scene, holding a high-pressure water 
hose, or helping a cat out of a tree? Would 
joining a “swift-water” or “search and res-
cue team” charge you up?
 CVFD needs active members willing to 
turn out and save lives. Go to cornwallfire.
org to learn more or fill out an application. 
Talk with a member of the CVFD at the 
Cornwall Agricultural Fair, or at our open 
house in October. Do you hear the call? 

—Dick Sears, Ambulance Driver/Fire Police

Artful Animals
Throughout our history, the beauty of Corn-
wall has long been a draw to artists to paint 
the landscapes of the farms. This continues 
even today; and so the area has long been 
known for art as well as farming.
 The Cornwall Barnyard Animals project, 
the brainchild of the folks at the Cornwall Asso-
ciation, has taken 45 plywood cutouts of com-
mon barnyard animals made by Joe Brien and 
his Lost Arts Workshop, and given them to over 
70 volunteer artists to decorate. A tour was de-
vised to bring drivers or cyclists to the high-
lights of our agriculture, some with farm 
stands selling the finest produce, dairy, meat, 
and eggs. As the first animals appeared, it 
became clear that Cornwall remains a place 
where the creativity of the citizens comple-
ments the landscape that nourishes it.
 Visit the Cornwall Association website 
(cornwallassociation.org) for a map of the 
locations and pictures of the animals, names 
of the artists, and how to vote for your favor-
ites. Prizes will be awarded at the Cornwall 
Agricultural Fair on September 11.

—Chris Mullins
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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Cornwall Briefs
• Confused about the uproar surrounding 
the new home business regulations and 
why some residents have gone to court to 
challenge them? See the Chronicle fact sheet 
insert included with this issue.
• New office plans. The town voted to hire 
Lisa Keskinen to create a renovation and up-
grade plan for the Cornwall Transfer Station 
office. The project is still in the design stage, 
but look for an upgraded office in 2022.
• Speaking of which: The nice folks at the 
transfer station have noticed garbage left 
outside the fence after the station has closed. 
Please abide by the stated hours and only 
leave garbage in provided receptacles. 
• Paving the way: Paving is planned for the 
north end of Town Street from Yelping Hill 
Road north. Expect delays.
• The Cornwall Food Pantry is in need of 
kids’ snacks and juice boxes to help feed the 
more than 40 children per week who receive 
food. Donations can be dropped off at UCC 
Church (or shipped directly). Garden pro-
duce gratefully accepted—preferably 
washed and bagged. Drop them off Mon-
days from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at UCC Church. 
• Cool news: Unite CT, a new program 
launched by the state of Connecticut’s Covid 
Relief Initiative, can help with rent and utility 
payments. Support is also available to buy 
air conditioners for seniors. For more infor-
mation: cornwallsocialservices@gmail.com.
• Help is on the way: Our town will re-
ceive a total of $403,085 over a two-year pe-
riod from the federal government’s Ameri-
can Rescue Plan. If you or your business 
were economically impacted by Covid-19, 
email the selectmen at cwlselectmen@ 
optonline.net with a brief narrative describ-
ing your circumstances.        —Susie Lilly Ott

called “MAP STORIES.” Come for refresh-
ments and an evening of fun and learning. 
Saturday, August 7, from 4 to 6 p.m.

Art in Cornwall
 The Souterrain Gallery will continue to 
showcase Hannah Jung’s fine art exhibit 
“Resting Place” through August 28.
 At the Original Cornwall Farm Market, 
Jazz with Carol Leven and Nick Moran, the 
Small Band with the Big Sound. Saturday, 
August 7, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
 ”Recent Work” by Camilla Marie 
Dahl will continue at the library. 

Grumbling Gryphons 
Theater Arts Camp will 
be held from Monday, 
August 9, to Saturday, 
August 14, from 9:30 
a.m to 2:30 p.m., (with a 
half-day option) at 29 
Lake Road. Activities 
include theater, sto-
rytelling, music, art, and puppetry for ages 
6 to 16. Public performance on Saturday, 
August 14, at 5 p.m., followed by music 
and a performance of the Golden Lady. 
Contact Leslie Elias at 672-0286 or visit 
grumblinggryphons.com. 

At the Cornwall Library
 The Cornwall Library is offering four 
half-day camps for children entering first-
through fourth-grade. The camps run Au-
gust 10, 12, 17, and 19, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Camp will focus on outdoor play, crafts, 
games, reading, and a visit to the historical 
society’s map exhibition. Space is limited to 
10 campers. The fee is $50 for all four days 
and scholarships are available. Call 672-
6874 to register.
 Stop by the library on Saturday, August 
21, for a library card event. Children ages 7 
and up can sign up for a library card.
 The library welcomes donations of art 
for its Labor Day Art Sale. Paintings, prints, 
drawings, watercolors, and posters may be 
dropped off during library hours. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the library’s ongoing pro-
gramming and services. Email director@
cornwalllibrary.org for details.

Park and Recreation
 The senior monthly luncheon will be 
held at the Foote Field pavilion on Tuesday, 
August 10, at noon. Please RSVP by August 
6 to Jen Markow at prcornwall@gmail.com 
or call/text 860-480-0600.
 August Music Fest on the Town Green 
on Friday, August 20, from 6 to 8 p.m. with 
music. Hot dogs, chips, and drinks will be 

sold by the CCS eighth-graders. Ice cream 
will be provided.

Desperate to declutter? The Cornwall 
Child Center is holding a tag sale on Satur-
day, August 14, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., in the 
National Iron Bank parking lot in Cornwall 
Bridge. To donate kids’ toys and household 
goods, as well as furniture and tools (no 
books or clothes), email CornwallTagSale@

gmail.com. All proceeds will go to the 
Cornwall Child Center.

Cornwall Conservation Trust
    Debby and Bruce Bennett will 
lead a 30-to 40-minute walk to in-
troduce the Dobbs Preserve Trail, a 
new trail on wooded Red Moun-
tain. Meet on Johnson Road, Satur-
day, August 14, at 9:30 a.m.

     Peter Del Tredici will lead a 
walk through the Cooley Pre-

serve and discuss aspects of mead-
ow management. Meet at the end of Cherry 
Hill Road, Saturday, August 28, at 3 p.m. For 
more, visit cornwallconservationtrust.org.

The Cornwall Open Studio is Saturday, 
September 4, from 1 to 5 p.m. Information 
will be on cornwallct.org one week before 
the event. Artists who want to participate 
should contact davidcolbert7@gmail.com.

Chronicle Illustrator Contest!
The Chronicle announces a friendly compe-
tition to create a logo to use in its social me-
dia posts and upcoming videos and pod-
casts. The theme, image, or text, are 
completely wide open. Email designs to 
Valorie@valoriefisher.com by September 1.

The Green of Summertime
Bits of green seem to cover every porch, pa-
tio, and deck in town. Here at the Chronicle 
we look to cover our expenses with that 
other green stuff: your contributions. Please 
help us.

Events & Announcements
Ready those red dots: The Rose Algrant 
Show returns for its 62nd year, live and in 
(masked) person. Friday, August 6 through 
Sunday, August 8, at Cornwall Consolidat-
ed School. (See insert for details.)

Cornwall Historical Society is hosting a re-
ception to celebrate the new exhibition 



 

An exhibition of paintings
and other forms of Art

Fri. (no reception) Aug. 6, 2-6p.m.
Sat. Aug. 7, 10a.m.-5p.m.
Sun. Aug. 8, 10a.m.-12p.m.

Cornwall Consolidated School 
West Cornwall, CT

62nd Annual Art Show
featuring Cornwall Artists

paintings, photography, drawings, ceramics,
textiles, prints, linens, sculpture, wood carving,

jewelry, just to name a few

15% of proceeds donated to Cornwall Woman’s Society Scholarship Fund

www.rosealgrantartshow.org
#rosealgrantart





Prints | Paintings | Photographs
Drawings | Posters

~Sale Hours~
Friday, Sept. 3, 5 to 8 pm

Opening Reception

Saturday, Sept. 4, 10 am to 4 pm

Vintage to Contemporary

30 Pine Street | Cornwall Village | www.CornwallLibrary.org | 860.672.6874

Tue/Thu – 12-5 / Wed – 12-7 / Fri – 12-6 / Sat – 10-2 / Sun & Mon – Closed

Art Sale

Labor Day
Weekend

to Benefit The Cornwall Library

Please join us for a cocktail reception on Friday, September 3 
from 5 to 8 pm to celebrate the opening of our

Labor Day Weekend art sale.

The Cornwall Library welcomes donations of art for its Labor Day Art 
Sale. Paintings, prints, drawings, watercolors, posters may be 

dropped off during Library hours. All work will be sold to benefit the 
Library's ongoing programming and services for the people of 

Cornwall. Contact us for additional information.

Sunday, Sept. 5, 11 am to 3 pm
Monday, Sept. 6, 10 am to 12 pm



RECENT ZONING CHANGES: Q&A
New regulations concerning home business activity in Cornwall took effect on July 1 following approval by the 
town Planning and Zoning Commission. Here are the Chronicle’s answers to some frequently asked questions 
about the new rules and the debate surrounding them.

What do the regulations say?

The new rules create three categories of home businesses based on their degree of poten�al neighborhood 
impact. They are:

1.  Home Office. No non-resident employees, no clients, no deliveries beyond what is normally associated 
with a residence. No permit required if criteria are met. 

2.  Minor Home Business. No more than one non-resident employee, clients by appointment and limited 
to one per hour, no retail sales, no exterior storage, limit of two parking spaces. Requires zoning permit if 
criteria are met.

3.  Major Home Business. Two or more non-resident employees, retail sales permi�ed for products primar-
ily produced on-site, frequent deliveries, and customer visits. May include exterior storage of materials, 
equipment, or vehicles. Requires special permit and public hearing.

What is it intended to accomplish?

The hope is to encourage more home business ac�vity while maintaining the unique rural character of our 
town and protec�ng residen�al areas from adverse impact.

Why did P&Z feel the need to change the home business regulations now? 

Easing restric�ons on home businesses was a key economic development goal of the 2020 Town of Cornwall 
Plan of Conserva�on and Development (POCD) to support the growing number of Cornwall residents who are 
self-employed or work from home. 

The P&Z has been using the POCD as its guide since it was adopted in January 2020. On page 6 it states: 

“Since the last Town Plan in 2010 there have been significant demographic changes in Cornwall with a seem-
ingly inexorable shi� towards an aging popula�on. This shi� brings with it the specter of an elderly popula�on 
without the services needed to support its residents in their homes. Cornwall’s popula�on of ‘young workers’ 
(ages 20-44) declined by 45% between 1990 and 2010. The Northwest Connec�cut Community Founda�on 
and other sources cite the lack of local employment and affordable homes as major reasons for the decline in 
people of working age. Who is going to plow our driveways, help maintain our homes, and provide our emer-
gency services in that not-so-distant future? The goals and ac�ons listed below are intended to create busi-
ness and employment opportuni�es in Cornwall without losing sight of the importance of our town’s rural 
character with its important forest land, natural habitat and wildlife corridors. They are also intended to 
support the growing number of Cornwall residents that are self-employed or work from home.”

The first two objec�ves in the Economic Development sec�on of the POCD are:

•  Increase opportuni�es to allow new businesses to locate here;

•  Make it easier for residents to work from home.

The ac�ons/tasks enumerated in the POCD to accomplish these objec�ves were:

•  Update Cornwall’s home-based business regula�ons;

•  Allow low-impact, home-based businesses in residen�al zones;

•  Consider removing owner-occupancy requirements for certain types of businesses in residen�al areas.



What actually changed in the regulations/process of applying for home business status?

Under the old regula�ons homes were for residen�al use only and required a special permit for business or other 
use. This put many in Cornwall into technical noncompliance and was rarely, if ever, enforced. Under the 
new regula�ons, working from home is explicitly recognized as permissible. They enable 
residents to operate a home office "by right,” meaning without the need for a zoning 
permit. The update also allows minor home businesses (as defined above) to be approved 
via permit only at the discre�on of the Zoning Enforcement Officer (ZEO) and to reserve 
special permits and public hearings for major home businesses.  

Why is it controversial?

Cri�cs argue that allowing businesses in residen�al zones without special permits and public hearings could allow 
ac�vity detrimental to those neighborhoods and the rural character of the town. Of greatest concern to many is 
what they consider a loose defini�on of a minor home business that fails to address such specific issues as noise 
levels, increased traffic, and types of businesses, especially manufacturing. Most of those against the new regula-
�ons have voiced the opinion that special permits and public hearings are not onerous obstacles and would help 
prevent unwanted ac�vi�es. 

Public comments also frequently cri�cized the new regula�ons for giving the zoning officer too much discre�on to 
grant permits to home businesses deemed to be minor.

During a recent mee�ng, ZEO Karen Nelson confirmed that under both the old and the new regula�ons she has wide 
discre�on to deny applica�ons for zoning permits if she believes that it could endanger the health, safety, and 
welfare of Cornwall’s ci�zens. Such a finding would force the applicant to reapply for a special permit and have a 
public hearing. 

A few cri�cs have ques�oned whether the ZEO and P&Z even have the authority to deny a zoning permit to a minor 
home business that meets the stated requirements and re-classify it as a business requiring a special permit. David 
Sherwood, a land use a�orney and faculty member of the University of Connec�cut School of Law who has been 
retained by one local ci�zen, contends that the commission does not have such discre�on, even if in its opinion the 
business would have a poten�ally nega�ve impact on a residen�al neighborhood.

Some also believe that comments from the public were not adequately addressed in the process of developing the 
new rules. They claim that the public hearing process was faulty for several reasons, including that the town planner 
was not present, that discussion of the issues was cut short by the chair, and that the new provisions conflict with 
other zoning regula�ons.

Are there side issues affecting the resolution?

Some opponents of the revised regula�ons maintain that they are being imposed by outside influence, specifically 
that of the Northwest Hills Council of Governments, a coordina�ng body of elected officials from 21 towns in our 
region. They have expressed the opinion that Cornwall’s unique iden�ty is threatened by coopera�ve efforts to 
regularize and regionalize what ought to be autonomous town policy. 

Where do things stand today?

Sherwood filed a lawsuit in Litchfield Superior Court seeking to nullify the new regula�ons based on what he 
describes as a variety of procedural and substan�ve errors. The complaint alleges “the Planning and Zoning commis-
sion acted illegally, arbitrarily and in abuse of the discre�on vested in it.” The legal documents can be found here: 
h�ps://bit.ly/PandZQandA

A Cornwall Appeal Fund has been created so that like-minded neighbors can help fund the effort to challenge the 
decision of the P&Z.  The town intends to defend the decisions of the P&Z. The Chronicle will update this Q&A as 
more informa�on becomes available.

—Bob Meyers & Chronicle Directors

Zejke Hermann


