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When Past 
is Prologue: 

2020 in Review
We did check the calendar. So we can state 
convincingly: 2020, this disconcerting edition 
of a leap year, will be a memory, eventually. 
But for the time being, a year-in-review ar-
ticle will sound ominously like a preamble 
of things to come. 
 Take the pandemic. Luckily it made 
only a few of us sick, but many more pretty 
nervous. Like in early November, when 
First Selectman Gordon Ridgway went into 
quarantine because of suspicious symp-
toms. The test result showed no Covid-19 
infection. But his experience was a prime 
example of the few options we have when 
there is no effective treatment and no vac-
cine yet available.
 Staying put created opportunities. Like 
when distinguished local camera artist Laz-
lo Gyorsok went on a tour and took memo-
rable images under the headline “While We 
Were Home.” But it also created hardships. 
Luckily, those who needed help with food 
had a place to go to. Led by Heather Din-
neen, the community showed a lot of com-
passion. Cornwall’s food and fuel pro-
grams received approximately $10,000 
during November alone, aided by the 
Town Hall Players’ virtual talent show. But 
we know already: more will be needed.

 Or take the election. It changed leader-
ship in Washington, where the incumbent, 
who had famously predicted before he was 
elected in 2016 that the U.S. would win so 
much with him as president that we’d get 
tired of winning, lost. Because he did not 
accept the result, but mounted a campaign 
summarily claiming fraud without proof, 
these allegations will haunt our political 
system for quite some time. We noticed that 
no one in town questioned our local elec-
tion results. So our incumbents will be go-
ing back to Washington and Hartford, re-
spectively. The last we heard: none of them 
is tired of winning.
 Or take the largest rally ever in recent 
memory, kick-started by Sabina Busby and 
Caroline Kosciusko, two young Cornwalli-
ans, which brought hundreds of people out 
to the intersection of routes 4 and 7 in Corn-

wall Bridge. The 
June get-together 
showed strong sup-
port for a social justice 
movement that has been 
growing since a stream of killings 
of unarmed African Americans by po-
lice officers was captured on video. The 
spirit of Black Lives Matter came through 
as a message to work towards a better fu-
ture: “Just change. Be change. Show change. 
Love change.”
 A year that seemed already like a whirl-
wind produced one truly massive weather 
event. Tropical Storm Isaias came through 
on August 4 and knocked out power for 
days. The town crews worked hard, while 
the rest of us were staying home in the 
dark, literally and figuratively, waiting for 
repair teams from the same power compa-
ny that had demanded higher prices. 
Which reminded this writer of John Len-
non, who would have been 80 in 2020, and 
his throaty anthem “Power to the People.” 
 And then there was the census, which 
the federal government organizes every ten 
years. While official results will not be 
available before April, a few numbers will 
definitely promise a more optimistic future: 
Cornwall had an uptick in the number of 
residents, of real estate transactions, and in 
the enrollment of children in school. 

2021: your turn!               —Juergen Kalwa

🖥 Region One 
Bd. of Education 
6:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Inland Wetlands/
Water Courses

7 pm Zoom
       🖥 Board of Selectmen

7:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Music of Regret
Laurie Simmons/ 

Lena Dunham
4:30 pm

🖥 Park & Recreation 
7:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Waste Water 
Committee 4 pm Zoom

🖥 Anna Karenina Series 
Roxana Robinson 4 pm
🖥 Planning & Zoning 

Commission 7 pm Zoom
🖥 Housatonic River 

Commission 7:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Cornwall 
Conservation Commission

10:30 am Zoom

🖥 Anna Karenina Series
4 pm Roxana Robinson

       🖥 Board of Selectmen
7:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Board of Education
6:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Board of Finance
7 pm Zoom

🖥 ZBA*
 7 pm Zoom

🖥 Anna Karenina Series 
4 pm Roxana Robinson

🖥 Economic 
Development Commission

7:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Intro to New
Cornwall Website 

Rocco Botto
9:30 am Zoom
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Bandwidth Blues
The Covid-19 pandemic has uncovered an-
other malady from which many of us suffer 
these days, the bandwidth blues. Remote 
learning, telecommuting, virtual healthcare 
applications, and family and friends social 
“zooming” has revealed significant gaps in 
online connectivity. While the virus has re-
vealed the problem, finding solutions may 
prove elusive.
 During the pandemic many towns in 
the Northwest Corner are struggling 
without consistent, reliable, affordable, 
and ubiquitous high-speed access to the 
internet. Even Altice, the internet provider in 
Cornwall, acknowledges “average customer 
data usage nearly doubling,” according to 
VP Janet Meahan. The Northwest Hills 
Council of Governments has offered a re-
gional approach to solve the problem 
through Northwest ConneCT, although 
state Rep. Maria Horn concedes, “there is no 
consensus among towns in the Northwest 
Corner for this initiative.” 
 Horn explained that towns in the 
Northwest Corner are not ready to band 
together to form a solution given the many 
different cable and internet companies and 
levels of service provided. “Few think over-
building existing networks is the solution, 
nor is it cost-effective for incumbent provid-
ers to upgrade their service,” she said. While 
federal and state funds could be made avail-
able for upgrades, Horn is not optimistic and 
advocates a public-private sector dialogue 
to begin the process. She acknowledges 
town committees and surveys are a good 
place to start, as “they enhance our knowl-
edge and generate valuable data about un-
derserved areas.” 
    Enter Gary Steinkohl, who is leading the 
Cornwall Internet Committee, a private 
group of our neighbors who look to help us 
maximize our existing bandwidth, as well as 
plan for the future. According to Gary, the 
committee’s first order of business is to issue 
a town-wide survey to help understand cur-
rent service levels, gaps, satisfaction levels, 
and even cell service coverage. An insert in 
this issue of the Chronicle has the survey.
 “People will be quite surprised about 
what they are paying for versus the speed 
they get; variables include time of 
day, congestion, and limitations of 
the existing infrastructure,” Gary 
told me. “This is not my com-
fort zone, but I be lieve the 
economic via bility of the 
Northwest Corner relies 
on our being able to 
compete for families 
and business, and they 
need high-speed internet,” Gary said, 
continuing, “We will gather the data and 
then present a plan to the town.”
 Jill Drew, a member of the Sharon 
Connect Task Force, has taken on a similar 
initiative and is slightly ahead of Cornwall, 
having issued a survey last fall. They found 
that 70% of respondents are unhap py with 

their service pro vider 
(Comcast) and would 
embrace a top-down solu-
tion from the town. Her 
first order of business, she 
says, is to come up with a 
master plan for access: 
“Now is the time to ask 
questions and understand 
what the next generation 
of technology would look 
like.” 
 First Selectman Gordon 
Ridgway is optimistic and 
believes “connectivity will 
become a national priority. 
While Cornwall may have 
been the last town to be 
wired for cable, we need to 
be among the first wired to 
handle the demands of the future.” 

—Bob Meyers  

Travelers
 
In the fall you see that familiar ragged vee 
overhead: we’ve seen them all our lives. Can-
ada geese are the most populous goose in 
this country: we have over three million of 
them. Some of them don’t even migrate. 
They’re so common it’s easy to forget that 
they’re beautiful, with their lustrous black 
heads and necks, their chic white chin straps, 
and lordly bearing. That many do migrate, 
flying hundreds of miles each season. That 
they’re extraordinary.
 One November afternoon I heard a lone 
goose, moving fast, sounding a single urgent 
note. He was coming from the west, over 
Cream Hill, toward the lake. Alone in the 
wide darkening sky, he flew right above me, 
big body and wide pumping wings. He 
coasted down to the water, and splashed 
onto it, but he didn’t stop calling. It was a 
long, anxious, melodious note: Alone! Lost! 
Where are you?
 Branta canadensis are the largest North 
American members of the duck family, 
weighing 18 pounds or more. They’re high-
ly social; they mate for life and live in big 
family groups. The flock provides safety on 
the ground, from predators, and in the air, 
from disorientation. They migrate at a 

speed of about 50 mph, and an alti-
tude of about 3,000 feet. They 

are tireless, flying all day 
and into the night: I’ve 

heard them land at 
midnight. They often 
follow ancestral mi-
gration routes, so the 

geese I watch each year 
may be old friends. 

 They never fly alone. That vee formation 
might look ragged but it’s a sophisticated 
aerodynamic strategy: each wingbeat creates 
a vortex of disturbed air that spirals out from 
the tip. A bird flying diagonally behind it will 
rest his inner wing tip on that rising vortex. 
This creates lift, enabling him to fly 71% 
further than if he were alone. The leader 

works the hardest, so the position rotates, the 
lead goose dropping back to the hindermost 
spot. A tired leader may fall fatally behind 
the flock: a single bird is at greater risk of ex-
haustion, predation, and disorientation. 
 My goose had settled on the water, 
dangerously alone. I wondered if he’d go on, 
solo, in the morning. How would he search 
for his family? Would he fly with a strange 
flock? He was still giving out his melodious 
note: Lost! Lost! The male’s call is a honk, and 
the female’s—shorter and higher-pitched—
is a hrink. They’re both soft musical yelps, one 
higher, one lower. Listening, I became aware 
of another sound, faint and distant: an an-
tiphonal chorus, growing louder. Geese were 
coming in from the west, clamoring joyfully, 
their wings beating soft chords in the air 

Welcome
Donald Stevenson Hedden V

 to Shannon and Donald Stevenson Hedden IV
Jack Fisher Evans 

to Caitlin and William Evans

Farewell to Friends
Patricia “Patty” Preston

Jackie Saccoccio
Julia Boulton Scott

Land Transfers
James Herity and Elizabeth A. Mitchell 

to Jill Ilan Berger Inbar and Tomer J. 
Inbar, land with improvements thereon 

at 340 River Road, for $1,250,000

Kathleen A. Roche, Trustee, to Christo-
pher Matthew Crevier and Hilary Neff 

Crevier, land with buildings thereon standing at 
299 Great Hollow Road, for $1,395,000.

Benjamin S. Gray to David and Opal Cavalier, 
two parcels of land with improvements thereon 

at 14 Bolton Hill Road, for $645,000.

JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA to Robinson B. Lacy 
& Karen Doeblin, 7.534 acres of land on Everest 

Hill Road, for $58,000.

JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA to Cornwall 
Conservation Trust, Inc., 4.825 acres of land on 

Valley Road, for $85,000.

CVA Everest, LLC to Cornwall Conservation 
Trust, Inc., two parcels of land on Furnace 

Brook Road, for $559,800.

CVA Valley, LLC to Cornwall Conservation 
Trust, Inc., 10.206 acres of land on Furnace 

Brook Road, for $62,200.

Graham and Brenda Underwood to Rembert 
Neal Reynolds, Jr. and Frances Katherine 

Temple Reynolds, land with buildings and 
improvements thereon at 225 Dibble Hill Road, 

for $530,000.

Daniel D. Hubbard and Ellen O’Toole Hubbard 
to Matthew Samuelowitz and Althea Erickson, 

7.021 acres of land at 240 Dibble Hill Road, 
for $115.000.

JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA to Lisa Marie Melk, 
17.566 acres of land on Valley Road, for $90,000.
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overhead. Singing in noisy harmony, they 
descended in a tumult, ruffling the water 
white as they landed around their leader.
 I’d gotten it wrong. My goose wasn’t 
asking for help, he was sending directions. 
Here, he’d been calling, This lake. He wasn’t 
lost, but leading; they’d followed. His family, 
60- or 70-strong, settled on our tree-ringed 
lake. I watched them settle. For a little while 
they spoke softly to each other, then turned 
quiet for the night.                —Roxana Robinson
 

 Zone of Contention
You might have heard about Euclid, 
the Greek mathematician from 
way back when, because his ob-
servations made it into the 
curriculum of high school 
students all over the world. 
Think geometry and trian-
gles and such. 
 You might never have 
heard of Euclid, Ohio, a 
town outside of Cleveland, 
though. Euclid, the town, 
came to life at the end of the 18th century, 
when 41 employees of the Connecticut Land 
Company settled a sizable slice of the un-
tamed three-million-acre Western Reserve 
along Lake Erie. And they, in the process, in-
vented American zoning.
 Fast forward 230 years to Cornwall’s 
Planning and Zoning Commission and you 
will see both Euclids reflected in its work. It’s 
in the details of maps and plans that the com-
mission evaluates when deciding about per-
mits for the use of land, roads, and buildings. 
And it lives in the spirit of its regulations, 
which exemplify the idea of municipal 
self-government.
 Recently the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission began to offer ideas to change the 
existing framework. A first effort was an 
amendment to make it easier for owners of 
large parcels to slice off one-acre lots to be 
used for what in the old days was called af-
fordable, but now is categorized as “attain-
able housing”: a way to support lower-in-
come residents to live in a high-priced real 
estate environment such as Cornwall. The 
land transfer will go to the town or to a not-
for-profit organization like the Cornwall 
Housing Corporation, as long as it supports 
a septic system. This amendment was enact-
ed in December.
 A second well-intended initiative has not 
yet come as far. The attempt to nudge home 
business activity in Cornwall and foster an 
infusion of people, money, ideas, and jobs, 
was laid out in a different amendment in-
tended to reduce the need for special permits 
and give homeowners and renters freer rein 
for their home businesses. It would have 
granted blanket permission for industrial, 
commercial, and retail operations in all resi-
dential zones, as long as the businesses do 
not exceed 50% of the existing home area.
 Zoning rules need to be written in a 
precise language that will not cause misin-
terpretations or, even worse, unnecessary 

acrimonious disputes. But what if a new reg-
ulation unintentionally turns all of Cornwall 
into an industrial or commercial zone? Fear-
ing just this scenario, former commission 
Chair David Colbert went on record and 
called the amendment “at odds with P&Z’s 
core mission to protect public health, safety, 
welfare, and property values.”
 At its meeting in early December the 
commission took note of concerns voiced by 
Colbert and others and took the amendment 
off the table and announced it will start 
working on a new version of the rules at its 
next gathering.  

 To clarify the nitty-gritty and to avoid un-
intended consequences, you 
cannot learn much from Eu-
clid (the mathematician). 
But you can learn a bit from 
Euclid (the town), which 
fought a legendary zoning 
battle all the way up to the 
Supreme Court. In 1926 
the Court issued this rul-

ing: The concept of regulat-
ing land zones and restricting 

use of property doesn’t violate the United 
States Constitution. It just has to be done 
right. And well. And as clearly as possible. 

—Juergen Kalwa

Coming Out of the Red Zone
If over the summer and early fall it was justi-
fiable to feel as though Cornwall was in a 
pandemic bubble, at the beginning of De-
cember Cornwall joined the list of Connecti-
cut towns in the Covid-19 Red Zone, defined 
as 4.15 or more cases per 100,000. First Select-
man Gordon Ridgway aptly pointed out that 
in a small town like ours just a few families 
can easily tip the scales. Regardless, I feel for-
tunate to be in an area that still isn’t too over-
whelmed, and more importantly respects the 
weight of the pandemic.
 In early December, Sharon Hospital had 
no inpatients with Covid-19, according to Dr. 
Mark Marshall, vice-president for Medical 
Affairs, though some were under investiga-
tion. The hospital had plenty of PPE and sup-
plies, though for a moment 
it had to ration the “Rap-
id” Covid test made by 
Abbott Labs. Rapid tests 
had proven effective in con-
trolling the spread of the vi-
rus, even if the test was not 
ubiquitous in the Northwest 
Corner and did not pick up 
signs of those newly infected. 
Along with this better testing, the headline 
reason for optimism is the development and 
production of vaccines by multiple pharma 
companies. Millions of doses of the FDA-ap-
proved Pfizer vaccine were shipping out 
across the states well before Christmas, im-
buing the New Year with the light at the end 
of the pandemic tunnel.
 Meanwhile we need to be wary of assign-
ing a pre-emptive end date to Covid-19 and 
do our part to ensure the safety of everyone 

around us. Dr. Anna Timell of West Corn-
wall warns of the logistical hurdles ahead: 
“The vaccine rollout is bound to be fraught 
with errors and delays, but I don’t think rural 
areas will be at any particular disadvan-
tage…as long as they have a hospital with 
the kind of refrigeration needed.” Further, 
“Up to eight percent of those vaccinated will 
experience…several days of fever, chills, fa-
tigue, bone and muscle aches, and headache. 
But those reactions ALL resolve and the vac-
cines are pretty effective. We need people to 
be brave and stoic!”
 The vaccine distribution will follow a 
prescribed order, and it will probably take 
more time than we realize. At a recent ap-
pointment with my son’s pediatrician, Dr. 
Karen Dettmer of Litchfield County Pediat-
rics warned me against expectations of “nor-
mal” any time soon. “As of now they have 
not run vaccine trials on children under 12, 
and my guess is they will begin distributing 
the vaccine for small children in the sum-
mer,” Dr. Dettmer said. “When babies are not 
vaccinated, they can spread Covid to adults 
and older children who aren’t able to be vacci-
nated for whatever reason.” She expects that 
wearing masks and avoiding unnecessary 
travel will continue through most of 2021. 
 Despite such cautionary words, I still 
find hope and positivity in the New Year, 
confident that Cornwallians will support 
each other and remain vigilant until herd im-
munity can be reached through vaccination 
(wear masks, avoid indoor socializing). With 
hope that Covid in Cornwall stays depoliti-
cized, I give thanks to all the town workers 
who have strived to keep us healthy. May I 
see all your faces at the end of this new year. 

—Brittany McAllister

“Everything That Cornwall Is”
Some say you can’t be all things to all people. 
But when it comes to serving the town and 
people of Cornwall, and even visitors pass-
ing through, Rocco Botto is convincingly de-
fying this accepted rule. As the web designer, 
developer, and leading force behind the 

soon-to-be revealed, entirely re-
vamped cornwallct.org website, 

Rocco is passionately 
committed to making the 
“best town website in the 

state of Connecticut.” 
 A sneak peek at the new 
website, in its final phase of 
development, reveals a ro-

bust, easily navigated, and 
aesthetically inspired digital 

destination packed with information for 
three distinct, yet overlapping audiences/us-
ers—government, community, and visitors. 
Thanks to photos by Lazlo Gyorsok, the site 
also visually conveys Cornwall’s abundant 
natural beauty and vibrant community. 
 Rocco has explained that “people want 
one consistent place where they can get in-
formation quickly and efficiently.” Cara Wei-
gold, who serves as webmaster, agrees. 



CORNWALL CHRONICLE

THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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“[The site] is a great marriage of everything 
that Cornwall is,” she said.
 The project has been two years in the 
making. The website committee was origi-
nally a subcommittee of the Cornwall Asso-
ciation, but now functions as an independent 
entity, and is also autonomous from the 
Board of Selectmen. The independence of the 
committee and the management of the 
site itself is a point of concern to some 
who believe the town should 
have its own site and be respon-
sible for its content. Another 
issue is ongoing financial sup-
port to keep the site up and 
running. The status quo seems 
an acceptable approach for now, 
at least according to most opinion. 
 The redesigned site includes 
links to many Cornwall businesses 
and organizations, such as that of this 
publication, but does not replace any of those 
independently managed sites. The Chronicle 
will contribute some content, but complete 
stories will remain on its independent site 
and social media channels.   
 All Cornwall eyes will be able to see the 
results of this team’s effort when the site 
launches early in the new year (a public 
demo is planned for January 16 at 9:30 a.m.) 

—Mare Rubin 
(Check the Chronicle website 

for a fuller version of this article.) 

Show and Tell
As long as the Chronicle has been published, 
local illustrators have given its pages an at-
tractive and entertaining look. This month 
our newest contributor, Peter Cusack, comes 
with a story as a publisher of a quarterly art 
journal called COCOA, the abbreviation for 
“Cornwall Contemporary Art.” So we invit-
ed another new contributor to write about 
him: you will find the story by Jiwon Lee 
among other web-exclusive content on the 
Chronicle website (cornwallchronicle.org), 
which has become a new platform for our 
expanded editorial mission, with fresh con-
tent posted regularly. Incidentally, Peter’s il-
lustration (page 2) is of Jackie Saccoccio, the 

artist (and Chronicle illustrator) who died in 
early December after a five-year battle with 
cancer.   —Juergen Kalwa

Town Taxes Are Due
The second half payment of taxes on the 
Grand List of October 1, 2019 is due January 
1, 2021. Supplemental Motor Vehicle Taxes 

are also due at this time. Payments 
must be postmarked by February 
1, 2021 to avoid interest. Any tax 

bills not paid by February 1, 
2021 will be considered delin-
quent, and interest will be 
charged at the rate of one-and-

one-half percent per month and 
fraction thereof (including Janu-

ary). This means that even if you pay 
on February 4 you will be charged for 

two months interest. No additional bills will 
be mailed for second installments. Please use 
the bill you received in July. The town offices 
are closed to the public, but there is a drop 
box for the tax collector to the right of the en-
trance. Questions can be answered by calling 
the tax office Mondays 1–4 p.m. or Wednes-
days 9 a.m.–noon, and 1–4 p.m., or via email: 
cwltaxes@optonline.net. 
 Taxes can be paid by mail, addressed to: 
Cornwall Tax Collector, P.O. Box 97, Corn-
wall, CT  06753. Payments can also be paid 
by credit card or e-check by visiting the fol-
lowing website: cornwallct.org. There is an 
additional charge for this.

—Jean D. Bouteiller, CCMC, Tax Collector

Events & Announcements 
“Power Out Power Up!” The UCC Parish 
House freezers and cupboards are filling up 
with food and supplies in anticipation of a 
power outage that leaves Cornwall folks 
looking for a warm meal. On the second day 
of any major power outage, packaged warm 
meals will be served at the Parish House for 
Cornwall residents on the following sched-
ule: 1) coffee, tea, and muffin, from 8 to 9.a.m. 
2) hot lunch, from noon to 1 p.m. Service will 
adhere to Covid protocol until further notice. 
There is no charge for food and coffee. 

Cornwall Park and Recreation is asking 
Cornwallians to share their favorite or old 
family recipes. They will be put together into 
a recipe book that will be available to every-
one. E- or snailmail your recipe(s) (limit 
four), to Jen Markow at prcornwall@gmail.
com or Cornwall Park & Rec, PO Box 97, 
Cornwall, CT, 06753. Deadline is January 31. 

Cornwall’s winter storm parking ban is 
now in effect: do not park on the side of any 

Auld Acquaintance
At this time of year, the strains of Auld Lang 
Syne fill the air, along with the smell of 
chestnuts roasting on the fire. At the same 
time, we at the Chronicle hope you won’t 
forget your old acquaintance (dare we say 
‘friend’?) at P.O Box 6 in West Cornwall, 
with a contribution to keep our fires going.

town road to avoid interfering with snow 
plows. Plowing activity, including setback 
plowing, may occur at any time including 
in clear weather. Vehicles in violation may 
be towed. 

High School seniors graduating in 2021 
and living in Cornwall: remember to apply 
for the Cornwall Woman’s Society educa-
tion awards. Application deadline is May 
15. Write nitacolgate@outlook.com for ap-
plications.

At the Cornwall Library
 Saturday January 9: The Music of Regret, 
a film by Laurie Simmons featuring Meryl 
Streep and the Alvin Ailey Dancers, will be 
screened online at 4:30 p.m., followed by a 
Q&A session with Laurie and Lena Dunham. 
A library benefit at $20 per computer. Regis-
tration is required at cornwalllibrary.org.
 Tuesdays at 4 p.m. starting January 12: 
“Cornwall Reads Great Fiction,” Roxana 
Robinson’s eight-week online reading and 
discussion series on Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina.  
Registration required at cornwalllibrary.org.
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Cornwall Internet Survey 
 

The Cornwall Internet Committee believes every Cornwall resident and business should 
have reliable, affordable, high-speed internet service. The 2020 Cornwall Plan of 
Conservation and Development calls for consideration of "a plan to enhance broadband, 
cell, and internet services as an economic strategy, while maintaining optimum health 
standards.” Our internet committee is working to research, write, and then present such 
a plan to the town of Cornwall. 
 

Cornwall’s current internet is primarily a co-axial (cable) infrastructure. With ever 
increasing personal and business use of the internet, shared bandwidth (transmission 
speed) for each user is often insufficient. Because there are significant technical 
limitations to cable, replacing it with a near-limitless fiber optic network has become a 
necessity. Our committee is researching the current state of Cornwall’s internet services, 
exploring alternatives, and will present to the town our best plan for moving forward. 
 

Your response to this survey will be kept confidential. Please complete it by January 31 
online at https://tinyurl.com/CornwallInternetSurvey or mail it to Cornwall Internet 
Committee, 73 Pritchard Rd., Cornwall Bridge, Ct. 06754.  
  

Visit www.CornwallCT.org/Cornwall-Internet-Committee/ for information about our 
committee. And please send your questions or concerns to us at 
CornwallInternetCommittee@gmail.com.  
 
 

 

1. Do you live and/or work in Cornwall?   

___ Residence only      ___ Residence & Business    ___ Business only                                           

2. Do you have internet service at your address?     

___ Yes         ___ No (if no, skip to question 11)  

3. Who is your internet service provider (exclude cell service)?    

___  Optimum or Cablevision (cable)   ___  Comcast (cable) 

___  Frontier (DSL)                               ___  Satellite (HughesNet, DirectTV, etc.) 

4. How do you/your family members use the internet? (check all that apply) 

___ communications (email, skype, etc)        ___ telemedicine                              

___ business/work from home                       ___ shopping                 

___ distance/remote learning             ___ gaming/virtual reality 

___ schoolwork (for K-12 to college only)    ___ research/search for information      

___ entertainment, movies, etc.                                              



 

 

5. Do you have sufficient internet speed at your address?   

___ Yes            ___ No 

6. How do you rate your internet reliability? 

___ poor       ___ fair       ___ satisfactory       ___ good      ___ excellent 

7. How do you rate your satisfaction with your internet service for its cost?  

___ poor       ___ fair       ___ satisfactory       ___ good      ___ excellent 

Your Internet Speed 
Questions 8 and 9 are about your internet speed. Question 8 is about the speed you are 
contracted/paying for. Questions 9ab are about your actual download speed. To test your actual 
download  speed, go to www.speedtest.net and click the "GO" button. Please do this when the 
internet is busy, such as during the day or early evening. 

 

8. What is your contracted download speed (this should be on your bill)?  

___ Less than 25 Mbps    ___ 25 to 99 Mbps     ___ 100 Mbps to 999 Mpbs    ___1 Gbps or more 

9a. What is your actual (tested) download speed? _______________________________ 
 

9b.  How did you test your download speed? 

___ Using WiFi              ____ Plugged-In/Hard-wired 

10. How much do you pay for basic monthly Internet service? (please give us the "Total 

Internet" charges from your bill - exclude taxes, TV, phone, etc.).    $____________________ 

11. If you do not have internet service at your address, do you want it? 

       ___ Yes            ___ No            ___ Maybe 

12. What is your Cornwall address? (please provide house number, street, and town) 

 

 

13. In your home, how many bars of cell service do you usually have?  

 ____ 1      ____  2        ____ 3      ____ 4        ____ 5 

14. Outside of your home, how satisfied are you with cell service in our area?  

     ___Very Dissatisfied      ___Dissatisfied        ___Satisfied     ____Very Satisfied                             

15. To be added to the Cornwall Internet Committee email list please provide us with 

your email address: ______________________________________________________ 

 

16. Please share any comments, concerns, or questions that you have: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 



Thank You Cornwall! Thank You Cornwall! 
Cornwall Food & Fuel Fund ReportCornwall Food & Fuel Fund Report
March 1, 2020 - November 30, 2020
Total Revenue:  $142,715.50   
Households Served: 58
Expenses
Electric
Food Pantry
Rent/Mortgage
Heat
Medical/Dental
Insurance
Other
Total Expenses

 $ 5,214.50 
 $ 28,226.42 
 $ 22,156.99 
 $ 4,380.87 
 $ 1,471.00 
 $ 3,337.36 
 $ 268.72 
 $ 65,055.86 

Donation Highlights **
Eggs
Meat
Milk
Mac & cheese 
Bread
Fresh Produce 
**Plus hundreds of other food items

 661 Dozen 
 2,210 lbs 
 687 gallons 
 602 boxes 
 688 loaves 
 6,882 lbs  

Thank You To: 
• The many donors who shipped and dropped off food donations
• To the UCC Church for hosting the Food Pantry
• The dozens of volunteers who have stepped up to help their  

neighbors during this difficult time

IN NEED OF FOOD OR HELP WITH BILLS?   
CONTACT HEATHER - 860-671-9315 (CALL/TEXT) OR CORNWALLSOCIALSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
TO DONATE THROUGH MAIL: Cornwall Food & Fuel Fund, PO Box 97, Cornwall CT 06753    
TO DONATE THROUGH  PAYPAL: cwlfinance@optonline.net        All gifts are tax deductible



T H E  C O R N W A L L  L I B R A R Y  P R E S E N T S

L A U R I E  S I M M O N SL A U R I E  S I M M O N S
L E N A  D U N H A ML E N A  D U N H A Ma n d

A N  O N L I N E  S C R E E N I N G  A N D  C O N V E R S A T I O N  O NA N  O N L I N E  S C R E E N I N G  A N D  C O N V E R S A T I O N  O N

T H E  M U S I C  O F  R E G R E TT H E  M U S I C  O F  R E G R E T
S A T U R D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  9

4 : 3 0 - 6 P M
S A T U R D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  9

4 : 3 0 - 6 P M
Join us for a benefit Zoom event featuring Laurie 

Simmons in conversation with her daughter, 
Lena Dunham. We’ll begin with a screening of  

Laurie’s film The Music of Regret, featuring 
Meryl Streep and The Alvin Ailey Dancers, 
and conclude with a question and answer 

session with Laurie and Lena.

R E G I S T R A T I O N  R E Q U I R E D
$ 2 0  P E R  C O M P U T E R

R E G I S T R A T I O N  R E Q U I R E D
$ 2 0  P E R  C O M P U T E R

V I S I T  C O R N W A L L L I B R A R Y . O R G  T O  R E G I S T E R
P H O T O  C o u r t e s y  L a u r i e  S i m m o n s  S t u d i o




