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 West Cornwall’s 
12 Days of Christmas

🖥 Region One 
Board of Education 

6:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Inland Wetlands/
Water Courses 

7 pm Zoom
          🖥 Board of Selectmen 

7:30 pm Zoom

 Cornwall Republican
Town Committee Caucus 

7 pm Library

 Democratic 
Town Committee Caucus 

4 pm Library
 🖥 Park & Recreation 

6:30 pm Zoom

 🖥 Waste Water 
Committee 
5 pm Zoom

🖥 Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting 

7 pm Zoom 
🖥 Housatonic River 

Commission 
7:30 pm Zoom

 Trivia Night Live 
5 pm Library

🖥 Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

& Connecticut 
Black History 
4 pm Zoom

          🖥 Board of Selectmen 
7:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Board of Education
4:15 pm Zoom

🖥 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission 

10:30 am Zoom
🖥 Board of Finance

7 pm  Zoom

 Artist Opening Reception
“Mutable” by Mark Wilson

4 pm Library

🖥 ZBA* 
7 pm Zoom

 Region One 
ABC Committee

7 pm Central Office

🖥 Planning & Zoning 
Commission

Special Meeting
7 pm Zoom

 West Cornwall’s 
12 Days of Christmas

 Deadline:
February Chronicle Copy

2021: Anything but Normal 
There are some who don’t think 2021 really 
happened; the past year was just a continu-
ation of what had come before, a prolonged 
2020, or a bad rerun. They aren’t entirely 
wrong. It all seemed too familiar: months of 
masks, social distancing, Zoom meetings, 
more talks about affordable housing, 
wastewater, and P&Z regulations, and an-
other weird election. While we didn’t re-
turn to the pre-pandemic “normal” many 
had hoped for, we did make progress.
 Due to vaccinations (Connecticut has 
among the highest vaccination rates in the 
U.S.) and protections by everyone in town 
(there were a reported 51 cases of Covid-19 
in 2021 through November), we saw the li-
brary and historical society reopen with 
in-person events, the inaugural Rock Band 
camp in July, the Barnyard Animals instal-
lation in September, as well as the return of 
the Great Country Mutt Show, which was a 
feel-good highlight of the year, not only for 
the four-legged fun, but as it was hosted by 
Richard Schlesinger, who, in a matter of 
minutes, provided the town with its biggest 
scare and happiest outcome. Thanks to 
some quick-acting out-of-towners, and 
well-trained and well-equipped town 
emergency volunteers, they performed the 
extraordinary feat of unkicking a bucket. It 

was (literally) a heartfelt reminder of how 
much we depend on our neighbors and our 
dedicated volunteers, while helping to fill 
CPR classes, so others can be better pre-
pared to assist if and when the time comes.
 Speaking of neighbors, you might have 
noticed more of them, a lot more. And we’re 
not talking about the annoying moths that 
moved in for a prolonged, unwelcome stay. 
According to census data, Cornwall’s cur-
rent population is 1,567, a dramatic increase 
from the 1,437 in 2010 (and even more dra-
matic from the estimated population of 
1,362 in 2019). This drove up real estate 
prices (median cost of a house in Cornwall 
is currently around $500,000) and all but 
eliminated rental properties, exacerbating 
an already deficient affordable housing sit-
uation. Cornwall, like all towns in the state, 
is drafting a plan on how to comply with 
the state’s mandate to increase affordable 
housing. Plans are required to be finalized 
by July 2022.
 The affordable housing plan is only one 
step, however, as it will need to be imple-
mented by our elected officials, including 
changes to P&Z. No sooner had new regu-
lations regarding the use of homes for busi-

ness passed in June than a 
lawsuit was brought against the 
town, which was dropped a few months 
later before too much time and taxpayer ex-
pense were wasted.
 Waste? After five years of meetings, 
studies, and a town vote for grant approval 
for a new waste management system in 
West Cornwall, the Board of Selectmen 
(along with 22 supporting letters) applied 
to the Community Projects Funding pro-
gram in April, which could result in the 
town receiving a $3 million federal subsidy 
for the construction of a wastewater treat-
ment facility. The town also needs to deter-
mine how to best handle the waste we take 
to the transfer station. “Transfer” is the key 
term, as our household trash is sent to a 
“trash-to-energy” facility in Hartford, but 
that facility is closing in June 2022. While 
many towns will be trucking their trash 
to other states (hi, Ohio!), First Selectman 
Gordon Ridgway is looking for a better 
solution.
 And if you didn’t know, Gordon was 
re-elected to a 16th term in November, the 
third-longest serving town leader in the 
state. And while she did not receive the en-
dorsement of the Republican party, Priscil-
la Pavel was re-elected selectperson, the 
first petitioning candidate to win a seat on 
the board in more than 30 years.

This Month: 
Wednesdays:  Drop in Playgroup, 10:30–11:30 am Library; 
Thursdays:  Afterschool Art Program, 3:30–5 pm Library

🖥 Event Online
 Event In Person
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Good-bye to Friends
Louis M. Paniati

Joanne Wojtusiak

Land Transfers
Asad A. Kazim and Andrijana Savic to Kara 

Brothers-Phillips and John-Marcus Phillips, III, 
land with buildings and improvements thereon at 

332 Sharon Goshen Turnpike, for $1,180,000.

Gregory and Ulla Sephton to Erik and Elana 
Mass, land with buildings and improvements 

thereon at 193 Town Street, for $1,380,000.

Susan A. Goodrich to Laszlo S. and Margaret A. 
Tekler, five parcels of land, one with buildings 

and improvements thereon at 38 Pierce Lane, for 
$1,444,800.

Katherine Foote Lingamfelter, Cynthia A. Foote 
and Janet Foote Stones to Margaret Ann Tekler, 

two parcels of vacant land on Pierce Lane, 
for $175,000.

Lucy Galliher-Sidey to Alis Atwell, land with 
buildings and improvements thereon at 127 Kent 

Road, for $215,000.

CVA Everest, LLC to Cornwall Conservation 
Trust, Inc., two parcels of land on Furnace Brook 

Road, for $559,800.

CVA Valley, LLC to Cornwall Conservation Trust, 
Inc., 10.206 acres of land on Furnace Brook Road, 

for $62,200.

Graham and Brenda Underwood to Rembert 
Neal Reynolds, Jr. and Frances Katherine Temple 
Reynolds, land with buildings and improvements 

thereon at 225 Dibble Hill Road, for $530,000.

Daniel D. Hubbard and Ellen O’Toole Hubbard 
to Matthew Samuelowitz and Althea Erickson, 

7.021 acres of land at 240 Dibble Hill Road, 
for $115,000.

JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA to Lisa Marie Melk, 
17.566 acres of land on Valley Road, for $90,000.

(continued from page 1)

 In a year that seemed the same, a lot 
changed. And while predictions are a fool’s 
pastime, one can safely assume 2022 will in-
volve more mask wearing, more Zooming, 
more talking about affordable housing, waste-
water and P&Z, and yes, another election. 
Happy New(?) Year.          —Gregory Galloway

The Housy Meadows Mess
To dogwalkers used to morning strolls 
across the broad lawns of Housatonic 
Meadows State Park, it looked as if the tree 
crews from Sharon had gone wild. The 
magnificent collection of an-
cient oaks along the river-
bank had been amputated, 
cut down in its entirety in an 
operation apparently au-
thorized by the state 
Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection.
 “I almost vomited when I drove by,” 
Joanne Wojtusiak told her friend and some-
time-fellow community critic Jaime Longhi 
on the phone. “The destruction…is some-
thing you can’t believe.” Outrage was 
widespread, and complaints were made to 
local selectmen and legislators, whose in-
quiries led to a pause in the projected cut-
ting of scores of white pines also slated for 
destruction.
 In a November 22 response to a protest 
from Sharon Audubon Director Ellen Field-
ing, DEEP Deputy Commissioner Mason 
Trumble defended the cutting as necessary 
to prevent those trees that “may pose a haz-
ard to the public from causing damage,” 
explaining that “earlier this summer, one of 
the larger, mature oaks…fell into the park-
ing lot and picnic area,” although “no one 
was injured.” Trumble said that during the 
pause DEEP staff had “evaluated” the 
white pines still slated for destruction 
whose “roots are breaking up the asphalt of 
the road” and determined that removal of 
“the vast majority” was “necessary” and 
“will resume within the next two weeks.”
 Trumble’s failure to address DEEP’s ap-
parent overkill and declaration of intent to 
proceed inflamed the situation. Indepen-
dent Sharon arborist Michael Nadeau, after 
conducting an examination of the site, 
found “very few defects that might indicate 
a hazard” among the boles and stumps of 
the oaks cut down. He questioned “the de-
cision-making process” involved and sug-
gested that most of the white pines slated 
for removal appeared to be “of normal 
health and vigor.”   
 An online petition garnered hundreds of 
signatures, and Cornwall residents, who un-
til a few weeks before had been bitterly di-
vided over a contested local election, came 
together to send emails and make phone 
calls to DEEP Commissioner Katie Dykes.
 DEEP seemed unmoved. Convinced 
that the legal process of filing an injunction 
would be drawn out and the tree choppers 

were on the verge of returning, a group of 
Cornwall and Sharon residents, who by 
then had taken on the name of Housatonic 
Meadows Preservation Action (HMPA), de-
cided to physically prevent the wholesale 
cutting. At 7 a.m. on December 6, more than 
a dozen citizens parked their vehicles to 
form a barricade protecting the pines. 
 After an interval, a polite young park 
official arrived and informed the group that 
they must move their cars to the parking 
lot. The crowd complied, but remained 
ready to re-form the vehicular barricade. 
But no tree crew arrived. When the park of-
ficer observed orange graffiti spray painted 
on the roadway to the boat launch, he 

warned the group against defacing 
public property. Joanne promptly 

spoke up: “If you want to 
know who did it, just look 
at my shoes.”

 The standoff appeared to 
continue until December 15, when the 
Council on Environmental Quality, the in-
dependent state board whose duty it is to 

investigate citizens’ complaints, took up 
HMPA’s remonstrance and decided to send 
an advisory to DEEP not to take any further 
steps pending a public hearing that has yet to 
be scheduled.
 Meanwhile, in an unfortunate twist of 
fate, one of the primary instigators of the 
protest, Joanne Wojtusiak, died suddenly 
in her sleep less than a week after the Housy 
Meadows blockade.           —Paul De Angelis

Saving Our Trees, Part 2: 
Gypsy Moths

As gardeners and lovers of nature, we tend 
to think of winter as our “time off,” an al-
most dormant season for humans. No 
planting, no weeding, no watering. And yet 
our eyes are always on the job and they ob-
serve something most of us did not notice 
last winter: the small beige patches 
splotched on the bark of trees. These are 
gypsy moth egg masses; look closely and 
suddenly you will see them everywhere.
 Each of these masses can contain over 
500 eggs. Some trees have dozens of them; 
down by the roots, on the trunks, more on 
the underside of branches. The caterpillars 
that hatch from these egg masses in late 
April and early May feed on tree leaves and 
can defoliate even large trees. This year 
Cornwall experienced extensive damage to 
its fruit and ornamental trees and especial-
ly to the oaks and birches that turned our 
normally green hilltop views brown. And 
we got lucky; the rain that followed helped 
some of the trees grow new leaves. 
 But other trees, such as hemlock, white 
pine, and spruce, aren’t programmed for 
regrowth once defoliated. “There was a 
stand of maybe 100 hemlocks where 
Cream Hill meets Music Mountain 
Road and they were killed 
this year by the gypsy 
moths,” arborist Skip Kosciusko 
relayed. “The Housatonic basin 

is the worst. I’ve never seen such a density 
of egg masses—scary to think what will 
happen to the tree canopy along the river.” 
According to Skip, a tree that suffers from 
defoliation two years in a row is very likely 
to die. 
 Winter is an excellent time to begin an 
offensive against gypsy moths and not dif-
ficult to accomplish. But it does require us 
to snap out of our winter slumber and back 
into action! For a detailed plan of attack, the 

space in the print edition of the 
Chronicle does not suffice. Fortu-
nately, we have plenty of room on 
our website, cornwallchronicle.

org. There you will find all the in-
formation you need to save your 
(and our) trees.   —Dee Salomon

Milk Delivery
On a shelf in the house that my 
grandparents built stand three metal 
pails. They’re graduated in size, like 

the “Three Bears.” They’re alumi-
num, burnished by use to a soft 
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silver. They were made by the VIKO com-
pany between 1909 and 1930. Their straight 
sides curve toward a smaller mouth with a 
tight-fitting lid. A hooped handle goes over 
the top. According to the Smithsonian, 
these are lunch pails, but according to my 
mother, Alice Scoville Barry, they were 
milk pails. She was born in 1911, and when 
she was a child, her parents stayed on Sco-
ville Road in the summer. Each morning 
my mother would carry one of these pails 
to be filled at the farm.
 The Scovilles produced milk for over 
two centuries, like many Cornwall families: 
dairy farms are part of our history. When 
the colonists arrived, our hills were covered 
with old growth forest. We cut this down 
for charcoal to make iron ore. Then we 
cleared stumps and stones to make fields 
and pastures: farms were our economic 
backbone. 
 Until the middle of the 20th century, 
most American cities were ringed by dairy 
farms. Because of milk’s rapid rate of spoil-
age, delivery speed was essential. Farmers 
milked twice a day, filling big cans which 
were loaded onto the early train 
to New York—the milk train. 
Our milk train began in 
1867, and by 1870 West 
Cornwall was the biggest 
producer in the Housatonic 
Valley, delivering 265,000 gallons 
per year. Cornwall was full of dairy 
farms, and milk was king. 
 Lisa Simont’s grandfather William 
Brewster Hubbard lived at what’s now 
Hedgerows Farm. He shared the task, with 
other local farmers, of getting the cans to 
the station. In the winter he harnessed 
Chub and Nellie, his big black Percherons, 
to a sledge for the steep trip over Cream 
Hill to the Lime Rock Station.
 The milk train reached the city, 118 
miles away, in the afternoon and was deliv-
ered to customers the next morning. Unlike 
all other foodstuffs, milk was delivered, by 
itself, right to your door. In the summer, 
when I was a child, our milk was brought 
by one of the Calhoun boys, in a tall bat-
tered van with no front doors. He carried a 
rectangular metal basket full of thick glass 
bottles that said “Coltsfoot Farm: A Bottle 
of Milk is a Bottle of Health.”
 In the 1950s, refrigeration changed ev-
erything. Milk was pumped at the farm 
onto huge insulated steel trucks and driv-
en to a processing facility. Proximity to the 
city became irrelevant. Now most milk 
comes from industrial centers in the Mid-
west, not small family farms in the North-
east. The last milk pickup from the Sco-
ville farm was in 2006.
 Cornwall still has farms, some still run 
by the original families. And Cornwall still 
remembers the time when milk was king: 
along our winding roads many of our 
mailboxes are set onto sturdy milk cans, 
small metaphors of our history. Once milk 
connected Cornwall to the world, as mail 
does now.

 My mother carried her silver pail be-
neath the summer-heavy trees, up the drive 
to the big sweet-smelling barn, which 
seemed the center of things then.

 —Roxana Robinson

Cornwall Census Results 
Results of the 2020 census have been rolling 
out this year and, combined with 2019 data 
from U.S. Census Bureau surveys, provide 
a recent snapshot of Cornwall and how it 
has changed since 2010. The headline of 
that data is that our population grew to 
1,567, a 10% increase since 2010. That makes 
us the third-fastest growing community in 
Connecticut in the last decade after Salis-
bury and Stamford. Despite that, the num-
ber of children in Cornwall shrank 24% to 
212 from 279.
 In many, sometimes surprising ways, 
Cornwall is a typical Connecticut town. For 
example, the median household income is 
$80k, compared to $78k in Connecticut as a 
whole. We have a 9% poverty rate, just shy 

of the state’s rate of 10%. 
Some of our devi-
ations from the 
norm also won’t 
come as a shock, 

such as the fact that 
we are 91% white compared 

to 84% in the county and 63% in Con-
necticut. This actually represents a slight 

uptick in racial diversity compared to 2010 
when Cornwall was 96% white compared 
to Connecticut’s 71%.
 Given recent debates around affordable 
housing in Cornwall, it is interesting to see 
how our housing situation stacks up 
against the rest of the county. Cornwall is 
one of the least dense towns in the county, 
and 94% of units are single-family (the oth-
er 6% are multifamily), which is higher 
than most towns (e.g., 92% in Sharon and 
88% in Kent) and the county as a whole 
(77%), though lower than Goshen 
(99%). We have slightly more home-
owner households than the county 
(78% vs 76%), but a slightly higher per-
centage of cost-burdened households 
(34% and 32% respectively), meaning 
they spend at least 30 percent of 
their total income on housing 
costs. Over half (55%) of 
our renter households are 
cost-burdened. Affordability, 
density, and the reality of our exist-
ing housing stock continue to butt 
heads.
 Yet all of this mostly pre-Covid 
data is a little like yesterday’s lot-
tery numbers. (The 2020 census 
is meant to reflect demo-
graphics as of April 1, 
2020.) The demographic shifts 
that have occurred in the last year 
and a half dwarf, at least in perception, the 
trickling changes over the last decade. For 
example, in 2019 15% of our workforce 
worked at home, a mild increase over a 12% 

figure from 2000, but surely that seems low 
now. According to a privately collected 
data source, the median home sale price in 
Cornwall jumped 30% in 2020, the sev-
enth-highest increase in Connecticut, to 
reach $500,000.
 It’s too early for updated census data, but 
our latest annual town report sheds more 
light. According to the report, CCS added 18 
students in the 2020–2021 school year, and at 
the Cornwall Child Center 18 of its 33 enroll-
ees were new (or newly full-time) residents. 
We may have already recovered about half of 
the last decade’s decrease in the child popu-
lation. But if the pandemic truly abates, will 
these trends roll back again? We may not 
know until 2030.        —Jane Carlen

Mohawk Marks a Milestone
The ski and snowboard season currently 
underway at Mohawk Mountain is one to 
celebrate; it was 75 years ago this winter 
that the mountain first opened its slopes to 
Cornwall and the world.
 Mohawk President Carol Lugar, when 
asked to name a few highlights from the 
mountain’s colorful history, starts by noting 
that modern snowmaking techniques were 
first developed and tested at Mohawk by its 
founder, her father, Walt Schoenknecht.
 “At the time, people in the ski industry 
thought he was crazy,” Lugar recently rem-
inisced. “They said, why do you need to 
make snow? But sometime in the mid-1960s 
a very dry winter season changed their 
thinking. The rest is history.”
 She also remembers the tornado that 
struck the mountain and other parts of 
Cornwall in 1989 as a defining moment. 
“We had to determine whether we were 
even going to be able to put the ski area 
back together after all the damage. The way 
people came together to make it happen is 
something I will never forget,” she said.
 What stands out the most for Lugar 
through the years has been the people, both 
the visitors and staff. “Skiers are such awe-
some people—they make this business 
what it is,” she told me, adding, “And the 
staff...from ski patrol to the office and be-
yond. We have incredible continuity.”
 Mohawk will celebrate its diamond ju-
bilee “in some fashion, yet to be deter-
mined. We’ll see what kind of event can 

be done indoors that’s mindful of 
Covid concerns. We will definite-

ly be doing some fun things on our 
website,” she said.

          Also of interest this season is a 
new radio-frequency identification sys-

tem—“RFID” for short—that was in-
stalled at the mountain in November. 

The wireless technology enables ski-
ers to carry a credit card-sized pass 

in their pocket that, when read by a 
scanner, enables access onto the chairlifts.
 Looking ahead, Mohawk Mountain ap-
pears well positioned for its future, with a 
stable leadership team in place. Cassie 
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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Schoenknecht, Carol Lugar’s niece and 
granddaughter of founder Walt Schoen-
knecht, has assumed a prominent role in 
mountain management and customer ser-
vice. On the operations side, Don Hedden 
is supervising numerous tasks that his fa-
ther, Steve, oversaw for many years.
 “It all speaks to our love of the mountain 
and our love of the sport,” Lugar concluded.

—Dan Hubbard

Cornwall Briefs
• A winter storm parking ban is now in 
effect in Cornwall through March 30. Do 
not park on the side of any town road to 
avoid interfering with snow plows. Plow-
ing activity, including setback plowing, 
may occur at any time, including in clear 
weather. Vehicles in violation may be 
towed.
•Support Local Business: Cornwall’s Eco-
nomic Development Commission created 
an ad campaign titled “Eat/Shop/Hire.” It’s 
designed to encourage support of Corn-
wall’s very own businesses, especially 
during the holiday season. Head out to The 
Local, pick up some stickers, and make a 
pledge to spend your money right here in 
Cornwall.
•Aiming for the “goals”: Cornwall’s Board 
of Selectmen has created this list of goals 
for 2022: adopt and implement housing 
plan; vote on the West Cornwall wastewa-
ter plan in spring; update the transfer sta-
tion to increase recycling, composting, and 
reduce waste shipped away; continue reno-
vations on town buildings to increase ener-
gy efficiency; support improved internet 
service; disburse ARPA funds; support im-
plementation of 2020 Plan of Conservation 
and Development; support volunteer orga-
nizations in town; continue to attract new 
residents and businesses; and in healthcare, 
focus on Sharon Hospital services, and in-
creased need for psychological support and 
ensuring a “safety net” is in place for all res-
idents.       —Bob Meyers

er procedures; the complex geometric images 
are progressively altered in form and color. 
The show will be on view until February 20.

At the Cornwall Library 
 The Cornwall Association’s Trivia Night 
Live returns Sunday, January 16, from 5 to 8 
p.m. Teams of up to six people; $7 per per-
son—all funds go to the Cornwall Li-
brary. Preregistration required. Full details 
and registration at CornwallAssociation.
org.  
 “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Con-
necticut Black History” will be presented by 
Cornwall resident Jeremy Brecher on Mon-
day, January 17, at 4 p.m via Zoom. A resi-
dent since 1949, he will discuss both MLK’s 
formative experiences picking tobacco in 
Connecticut as a young man and take a 
broader look at the history of Black people 
in Connecticut. Zoom link provided after 
registration at CornwallLibrary.org.

Special POCD 2020 Update Meeting on 
Thursday, January 27, at 7 p.m. via Zoom. 
Planning and Zoning will host an open dis-
cussion on progress towards Cornwall’s 
2020 Plan of Conservation and Development. 
Zoom link and detailed agenda will be post-
ed on the town website, CornwallCT.org. 

Help Us Help
Our community rallies to help the forests; 
you can do the same for the Chronicle. For 
30 years we’ve covered the trees and much 
more; allow us to continue with our expan-
sive and expanding content, including en-
hanced coverage online. Please send your 
tax-deductible contribution to the Chronicle 
at P.O. Box 6 in West Cornwall. PayPal 
works too! Thanks, and happy New Year.

Events & Announcements
Cornwall Republican Town Committee: 
Caucus for electing members will be 
Wednesday, January 5, at 7 p.m. at the Corn-
wall Library on Pine Street. All registered 
Cornwall Republicans are welcome.

Cornwall Democratic Town Committee 
will hold its caucus on Sunday, January 9, 
at 4 p.m. at the library to select DTC mem-
bers for 2022. 

Art in Cornwall: Art Opening at Cornwall 
Library on Saturday, January 8, at 4 p.m.: 
“Mutable” by Mark Wilson. Longtime West 
Cornwallian and digital art pioneer Mark 
Wilson will exhibit pieces produced by jet 
ink on canvas. “Mutable” features work 
that is generated using a variety of comput-

Town Taxes Are Due
The second half payment of taxes on the 
Grand List of October 1, 2020, is due Janu-
ary 1, 2022. Supplemental motor vehicle 
taxes are also due at this time. Payments 
must be postmarked by February 1, 2022, to 
avoid interest. Any tax bills not paid by 
February 1, 2022, will be considered delin-
quent, and interest will be charged at the 
rate of one- and-one-half percent per month 
and fraction thereof (including January). 
This means that even if you pay on Febru-
ary 4 you will be charged for two months’ 
interest. No additional bills will be mailed 
for second installments. Please use the bill 
you received in July.
 The town offices are closed to the pub-
lic, except by appointment, but there is a 
drop box for the tax collector to the right of 
the entrance. Questions can be answered by 
calling the tax office at 672-2705 Mondays 
from 1 to 4 p.m. or Wednesdays from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. and from 1 to 4 p.m., or via email 
at cwltaxes@optonline.net. 
 Taxes can be paid by mail, addressed to: 
Cornwall Tax Collector, P.O. Box 97, Corn-
wall, CT 06753. Payments can also be paid 
by credit card or e-check by visiting the fol-
lowing website, cornwallct.org. There is an 
additional charge for this service.

—Jean D. Bouteiller, CCMC, Tax Collector



Surviving the Next Big Storm  January 2022

In August of 2020 Hurricane Isaias knocked out the power in Cornwall for a week. We

must continue to plan how we will survive these extreme weather events. Weather forecasters 
are expecting continuation of bad weather with an extremely active hurricane season and plenty 
of winter weather. We survived this last storm with a few bumps, but things could clearly have 
been worse. Preparing your home and family for a prolonged power outage ahead of time is the 
best strategy, as emergencies can happen at any time of the year. The Selectman‟s Office and the 
Emergency Management Director have compiled some thoughts, recommendations, and tips to 
help you become more prepared. Communications are vital:

When a major weather event hits Cornwall, the Selectman‟s Office and Emergency 
Management will use Email (cwlselectmen@optonline.net); Websites 
(www.Cornwallct.org & www.facebook.com Town of Cornwall, CT, Emergency 
Management).

The First Selectman may use reverse 911 on landline phones. If you do not have a landline 
phone (i.e. you only use cell phones or have an internet phone) register at www.ctalert.gov 

to receive reverse 911 calls. If you are out of town and have signed up your cell phone with 

the state reverse 911 service, you will receive a message concerning the threat. Please sign 
up for emails from the Town by sending a request to cwlselectmen@optonline.net.

The West Cornwall Firehouse is the town‟s Emergency Operations Center and is staffed 

during severe storms. 

If you are without internet or email, information will be posted at the post offices, 
Town Hall, and the Cornwall Country Market during times of major communications 
failures.

Gordon Ridgway, First Selectman 860-672-4959, cwlselectmen@optonline.net
Jonathan Berry, Administrative Clerk 860-672-4959
Diane Beebe, Emergency Management Director 860-672-6547, Cornwall.EMD@AOL.com

Want to help?

Join Cornwall‟s CERT 

Civilian Emergency Response Team

This team mobilizes when there is a town-wide disaster. There are a few meetings per year, 

which will include training on how to help during an emergency. If you are interested in helping 

out or working in our town shelter in the future, please consider joining this team. 

If you are interested, email Diane Beebe: Cornwall.EMD@AOL.com



  Tips for  

  Weathering a Storm: 

Water: 

Fill water jugs for drinking. 

Fill bathtubs and sinks with water for cleaning and 

flushing the toilet. 

Food: 

Have a supply of non-perishable food that will feed 

your family for 3 days. 

Own a manual can opener. 

If you have a large freezer, fill empty spaces with 

jugs of water to freeze. This will keep your freezer 

cold longer. 

Heat and Light: 

Fill the gas tank of your vehicle. This can be a life 

saving tool for warmth, radio, lights and transpor-

tation. 

Fill up your generator and gas containers for refill-

ing your generator. Try not to run your generator 

full time, make your fuel supply last. 

Have an alternate form of heat that will not pump 

carbon monoxide into your living area. Make sure 

your alternate form of heat has a chimney or an 

exhaust vent. Make sure you have aged firewood.   

If you run a generator or wood stove, make sure 

you have battery-operated CO detectors in your

living area. Do not operate propane burning 
lanterns or stoves designed for outdoor use inside 
the house.

Have a supply of flashlights or battery operated 

lanterns ready, and extra batteries. 

Do not plug a generator into your house wiring 

without disconnecting from CL&P. If your 110 volt 

generator goes out to the transformer near your 

house, it will be multiplied many times through the 

transformer into a voltage high enough to kill 

someone trying to repair a damaged line. 

Communication: 

Own a phone that will function without power, 

such as a simple landline phone or a cell phone 
with a battery back-up. Make sure the batteries are 

fresh in the phone. 

Sign up your cell, cable, or out-of-town phone 

numbers at ct.alert.gov. 

Charge cell phones and computers. Own a back-up 

battery charger for your cell phone. 

Own a battery-operated radio so you can listen for

local announcements.   

Make sure your 911 street number is visible from 

the road and is above the snow line. 

Check your neighbors. If you wish to be checked on 

during emergencies, please call 860-672-4959 

ASAP so we can place you on a list of homes we will 

check first. When the weather event has subsided, 

our firemen will call or go to your house to make 

sure you are OK. If you are on this list and have 

moved in with friends or family, let us know. 

Personal care: 

Make sure you have enough medications and other 

medical supplies. 

Baby wipes and hand sanitizer are handy for keep-

ing clean while conserving water. 

Have a good supply of cash—without power, credit 

and debit cards cannot be processed. 

Keep your car ready to support your needs, with a 

flashlight, food that can freeze, good snow tires,
and even tire chains. 

Sources for Information: 

State alert system: sign up at ct.alert.gov 

Radio stations with local announcements: WHDD 

91.7, 91.9 FM and 1020 AM, WZBG 97.3 FM, and 

WQQQ 103.3 FM. 

Phone:  

Fire and medical emergencies: 911 

Information from the State of CT:  211 

Emergency Operations Center: 860-672-6526

Selectman‟s Office: 860-672-4959

Web Site: www.CornwallCT.org



Thank You Cornwall! Thank You Cornwall! 
Cornwall Food & Fuel Fund Report
December 1, 2020 – November 30, 2021
Total Revenue: $110,621.00   
Households Served: 71  

Expenses
Electric
Food Pantry
Housing
Heat
Medical/Dental
Other
Total Expenses

 $2,816.43 
 $56,576.87 
 $20,312.24 
 $10,718.74 
 $1,050.00 
 $543.00
 $92,017.28 

Distribution Highlights **
Bread
Pasta
Milk
Soup
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 
**Plus hundreds of other food items

800 Loaves
959 Boxes
986 Gallons
592 Cans  
14,767 lbs

Thank You To: 
• The many donors who shipped and dropped off food donations
• To the UCC Church for hosting the Food Pantry
• The dozens of volunteers who have stepped up to help their  

neighbors during this difficult time

IN NEED OF FOOD OR HELP WITH BILLS?   
CONTACT HEATHER - 860-671-9315 (CALL/TEXT) OR CORNWALLSOCIALSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
TO DONATE THROUGH MAIL: Cornwall Food & Fuel Fund, PO Box 97, Cornwall CT 06753    
TO DONATE THROUGH  PAYPAL: cwlfinance@optonline.net        
TO DONATE FOOD:  Drop non-perishable items inside the back doors of UCC Church, or ship  
directly to Food Pantry, 8 Bolton Hill Road, Cornwall CT 06753                                       All gifts are tax deductible




