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This Month: 
Wednesdays:  BETTY, 9 am–noon The Union;  Drop-in Playgroup, 10:30–11:30 
am Library;  Tai Chi, 5 pm Foote Field; Thursdays:  Afterschool Art Program, 
3:30–5 pm Library; Fridays  Drawing & Painting Class with Peter Cusack, 10:30 
am–1:30 pm The Union; Saturdays:  Cornwall Co-Op Farm Market, 9 am–Noon 
Cornwall Village Green;  Original Cornwall Farm Market, 10 am–1 pm Wish House

🖥 Event Online
 Event In Person
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29 30

 Cornwall Garden Club 
Gardener’s Adventure

11 am–2 pm Earth Tones 
Nursery & Glebe House, 

Woodbury, CT

 CT Trail Days 
   Under the Tent 

Book Sale 
10 am–2 pm Library
 Original Farm Market

Opening Day

  Under the Tent 
Book Sale 

11 am–2 pm Library

  🖥 Region One Board of 
Education Meeting

6:30 pm Zoom
 Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission 

Meeting
7:30 pm Town Hall

🖥 Inland Wetlands/Water 
Courses Meeting 

7 pm Zoom
       🖥 Board of Selectmen

7:30 pm Zoom

 Annual Town Picnic
5–8 pm 

Hammond Town Beach

   Goldilocks & The 
Three Bears

10:30 am Library
 In The Founders’ 

Footsteps: A Walk Through 
History with Adam Van 
Doren 5–8 pm Library

🖥 Wastewater Treatment 
Informational Meeting 

7:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Park & Recreation 
Meeting

6:30 pm Zoom

 Monthly Senior 
Luncheon 

Noon Foote Fields
 🖥 Waste Water Committee

5 pm Zoom
🖥 Planning & Zoning 

Commission 7 pm Zoom
🖥 Housatonic River 

Commission 
7:30 pm Zoom

 Deadline:
July Chronicle Copy 
🖥 Board of Education 

Meeting 
4:15 pm  Zoom

🖥 Cornwall Conserv. 
Comm. Meeting 
10:30 am Zoom 

🖥 Board of Finance 
7 pm Zoom

 Cornwall Garden Club /
Cornwall Library

Books & Blooms 2nd 
Annual Cut Flowers Sale

9–11 am Library 
 Books & Blooms 

Garden Tour 
10 am–4 pm

        🖥 Board of Selectmen 
7:30 pm  Zoom

 Region One ABC 
Committee

7 pm Central Office

 Cornwall Garden Club 
Gardener’s Workshop

11 am–1 pm 
Buck Mountain Farm

 New CCT 
Nature Trail Hike 

10 am Welles Preserve
 Opening Reception: 
“Finding Freemans” 

4–6 pm Historical Society
 Wastewater Treatment 

Informational Meeting
7:30 pm CCS

🖥 ZBA*
7 pm Zoom

 Senior Breakfast
Foote Fields  

🖥 Economic Development 
Commission Meeting

7:30 pm Zoom

 Dog Licensing Deadline

Combating Food Insecurity 
in Cornwall

Cornwall is an expensive place to live for 
people on modest incomes. One needs a mo-
tor vehicle, along with car insurance and 
maintenance of the vehicle, not to speak of 
the jaw-dropping price of gas. According to a 
Cornwall Housing Forum presentation, 35% 
of Cornwall’s population spends more than 
30% of their monthly income on rent/mort-
gage payments, utilities, and maintenance. 
 The Cornwall Pantry helps residents 
combat food insecurity. It currently assists 
24 households consisting of 40 adults and 
30 children. The pantry provides both non-
perishables and fresh food. Once a person 
or family is signed up, they have access to 
an online ordering form, which is filled out 
weekly like placing a grocery order, except 
the choices are more restricted. Each per-
son/family ends up with a customized gro-
cery list. Categories are things such as 
toothpaste, toilet paper, dish soap, and 
laundry soap: items that are not covered by 
SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program. 
 The process commences early in the 
week when the ordering forms are due in. 
Then the pantry places orders at grocery 
stores. It receives fresh food donations from 
donors, particularly from a group called 

Food Rescue. There are Cornwallians, often 
of modest means themselves, who donate 
food every week.
 Nonperishable orders are filled by three 
or four volunteers on Sunday afternoon in 
individual boxes for distribution on Mon-
day. The fresh food is picked up Monday 
and distributed into the client boxes. This 
takes three to five volunteers. On Monday 
afternoons, four volunteers will deliver 
boxes to those who cannot pick up their 
own. Another volunteer helps carry boxes 
out to the cars of clients as they arrive. 
Overseeing all of this is Heather Dinneen, 
the town’s social services director.
 Last fall the pantry became aware that 
some children were coming to Cornwall 
Consolidated School without lunch or 
without a sufficient lunch. The pantry came 
to the rescue and now provides weekly, 
healthy additions, such as fresh fruits and 
vegetables, yogurt, applesauce, and peanut 
butter and jelly for the children, when the 
pantry has them. 
 All this costs money; approximately 
$8,000 per month. The town contributes 
through the Food and Fuel Bank, but finan-
cial and in-kind donations are still needed.
 For monetary donations, send a check 
drawn to Town of Cornwall Food and Fuel 
Fund and mail to: Town of Cornwall, Attn: 
Finance Officer, PO Box 97, Cornwall CT 

06753. Contributions are tax 
deductible to the extent provided by law.
 Donations in kind can be dropped at the 
back door of the UCC Church, 8 Bolton Hill 
Road, or you can order something for deliv-
ery at boxed.com or through the Amazon 
Cornwall Wishlist. If you need the pantry’s 
assistance, call or email Heather Dinneen 
at 860-671-9315 or cornwallsocialservices@
gmail.com.      —Jim Fishman

Our Endangered Forest: 
An Old Chestnut

Most folks in Cornwall know Robert Fried-
man as Bob. Chestnut Bob to be more pre-
cise. Bob arrived in Cornwall from Litch-
field in 1985, in search of space for his 
expanding business. Remembering Corn-
wall fondly from his days as a boy skiing 
Mohawk Mountain, he landed in Cornwall 
and never looked back. Bob’s work is in re-
claiming and repurposing wood from old 
barns and homes, and he makes it clear that 
he doesn’t look to take down old structures; 
often he inspires owners to save their build-
ings. When, however, those buildings are 
on the verge of collapse, Bob is there to save 
the wood, and the carbon that’s stored in it. 
The most popular products Bob sells are 
finishes and furnishings made from the 
American chestnut (his shop is the epony-

 Books & Blooms Talk & 
Cocktails 6 pm Library
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(continued from page 1) Congratulations 
Justine Amanda Miriam Wells 

and Nathaniel Ott Homer

Kira Maeve Kitzinger Grennan 
and Jacob Koenig Gingert

Elizabeth Avery Ridgway 
and William Gordon Russ

Goodbye to a Friend
John O’Donnell

Land Transfers
Peter Bishop and Maria Feeley to Sarah L. and 

Joshua L. Smith, land with all buildings thereon 
standing at 36 Lower River Road, 

for $900,000. 

Estate of Helgard Mittwoch to Didi Skaff and 
Robert V. Re, 3.30 acres of land on Kent Road, 

for $76,800. 

Roger L. and Margaret T. Kane to Jennifer and 
David Tucker, property at 15 Cemetery Hill 

Road, for $650,000.

mous Chestnut Woodworking & Antique 
Flooring Co.) but reclaimed chestnut is go-
ing the way of the trees themselves: virtual-
ly extinct.
 Time was our Cornwall Appalachian 
Forest, running as it does through Cornwall 
on its way from Georgia to Maine, was 
thick with the American chestnut. Now the 
forests are nearly barren of these mighty 
trees. The species was felled in the early 
1900s by a foreign fungal pathogen. Orga-
nizations working to restore the chestnut 
are lining up on different sides of a schism. 
On the one side is the American Chestnut 
Foundation (ACF), working since 1989 to 
develop a blight-resistant American chest-
nut. Its most recent effort has taken a turn 
toward genetic modification (GM) to devel-
op a sort of “super chestnut” able to with-
stand any new pathogens com-
ing down the road, and able to 
adapt across a wide geo-
graphic range. This is an 
effort supported by the 
deep pockets of Monsanto. 
Once the ACF “seeds” the forest with 
these trees, genetically modified trees will 
pollinate the remaining naturally occur-
ring, unmodified chestnuts.
 On the other side of the divide are orga-
nizations working to restore the chestnut 
from still-extant resistant individuals. This 
is a slower process, but one that would not 
subject our forests to an experimental intro-
duction of GM trees on an unprecedented 
scale or cause us to lose our still-remaining 
naturally occurring resistant trees. 
 We are treading new ground introduc-
ing GM trees into our eastern forests and 
we don’t know the consequences. What is 
clear in hindsight is the importance of car-
ing for the forests we have today. Post-epi-
demic fixes are expensive and fraught with 
possible additional unwanted impacts, and 
Bob’s chestnut finishes will only become 
more prized in the future.   —Heidi Cunnick

Under the Bridge, 
History Continues

As a kid, weekend trips across the New 
York border to visit my mother’s family in 
Warren meant crossing the Housatonic into 
Cornwall Bridge. Until I moved here, how-
ever, I never wondered what lay below the 
bridge’s open spandrels. But walking down 
River Road South for the first time on a 
gray misty November day in 2020, I was 
drawn into the ghostly shapes of the town’s 
commercial, and therefore, social history, 
some of it still standing, some returning to 
the land.
 Although Cornwall Bridge’s first com-
mercial concern was Dr. Reuben Dean’s 
Red Mill, established in the 1750s, it was 
only with the arrival of rail, a driver in 
much of U.S. history, that Cornwall Bridge’s 
commercial potential was unleashed. Rail 
became the connection to the wider world 

for the town’s most important industries: 
water, dairy, and especially iron, which at 
its height directly employed 100 people and 
affected the landscape of the entirety of 
Cornwall.
 Down River Road South toward Popple 
Swamp, many remnants of this history re-
main. Across from our house, once a board-
ing house and doctor’s office, the creamery 
crumbles; north of the stationmaster’s 
house, foundations of the Berkshire Prod-
ucts Company, a vinegary that also shipped 
spring water from a Brook Road spring, 
poke from the underbrush. Remnants of 
Cornwall Bridge Iron Company can be dis-
cerned throughout, and the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen Hall, where many 
workers congregated, still stands on Brook 
Road.
 The coming of the cement bridge, Route 

7, and the automobile’s mid-century 
dominance, shifted civic and 

commercial life up the hill. 
Even a bit of the town’s ear-
lier history was dragged up 
with it, such as some of 

Harry Breen’s original store on 
River Road, now part of the package store. 
 Look closely, though, and the former 
nexus of village life retains a vital commer-
cial aspect: Karl on Wheels in the former 
Methodist Church; In Pursuit of Tea at the 
striking Victorian train station; Station 
Graphics, a recently opened printing and 
embroidery shop in the bridge’s shadow; 
and EcoCare, an organic landscaping and 
lawn care business at the head of River 
Road South. Although a fire recently dam-
aged a building used as a popular Airbnb 
overlooking Furnace Brook, plans are in 
the works to rebuild.
 A historical society pamphlet 
from 2008 for a walking tour of 
old Cornwall Bridge describes the 
historic village as a “lively com-
munity with intense social activi-
ty and a diversity of people and 
cultures that was distinctive with-
in the town of Cornwall.” Life is 
quieter than old-timers’ reminis-
cences, but the former village be-
low the bridge echoes its past. I 
hear it too. Might be time, finally, to see that 
coffee roastery I thought about get up and 
running.        —John Zeiser

By the Book: 
Cornwall Library Acquisitions
According to Google, there are 129 million 
book titles in the world, and it often seems 
as if everyone today is working on a new 
book to add to that total. How does the 
Cornwall Library decide what books to 
purchase and add to the library’s new 
books’ carrels? Well, there is a book selec-
tion committee that meets to pick books 
from the library’s modest budget. The com-
mittee, chaired by Franny Taliaferro (with 
members Ed Greene, Julie Devlin, Ann 
Gold, Margaret Haske, and Janet Walker) 

reads reviews in publications like the New 
York Times, Washington Post, the Guardian, 
the New York Review of Books and its London 
counterpart, as well as the selections of 
Oprah and Reese Witherspoon. 
 The committee convenes every six weeks 
or so in a meeting that is a model of efficien-
cy—a sort of new book bingo, where mem-
bers suggest a book and if two other mem-
bers announce agreement with “I have it 
too” or an enthusiastic “Yes, yes,” it is put 
on the purchase list. Members are ever con-

scious of their limited budget, not 
purchasing some books because 

they will likely be donated. 
      How do they decide what to 
recommend? The committee is 
focused on what books might 
be of interest to Cornwall and 
will circulate. I joined a com-
mittee meeting in April and 
was impressed by the group’s 
encyclopedic knowledge of the 
collection and what had been 
taken out recently. The commit-
tee is composed not of writers or 

editors, but of readers, and is at-
tentive to requests from library patrons.
 The acquisition of new books creates a 
difficult task for library Director Margaret 
Haske: deaccessioning older books to make 
way for the new. Deaccession is the term of 
art used by libraries and museums. “It’s 
hard” says Margaret, “but we need to deac-
cession a book a day.” Deaccessioned first 
are duplicates (the easiest choice) or books 
in poor condition (a good reason to care for 
your library books), or books which have 
not circulated for long periods (recommend 
your favorite books to others). The Chilean 
writer Roberto Bolaño has said: “Criticism 
travels side by side with the Work, then 
Criticism vanishes and it’s the Readers who 
keep pace.” And the book committee, in-
formed by reviews, but taking cues from 
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Cornwall and their experience as read-
ers, keeps pace to make sure the collection 
is current and engaging.         —Kevin Fisher

 Opt Out 
on Accessory Apartments?

Many of you remember the long 
process of meetings and public 
hearings that created Cornwall’s 
state-mandated Affordable Hous-
ing Plan last year. Those of you 
really paying attention may 
have noticed under “Housing 
Plan Strategies” a recom-
mendation to not opt-out of a 
new state law “which en-
ables accessory apartments 
by right.” The plan noted 
that allowing accessory 
apartments, properly called 
accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs), would contribute to 
an increase in affordable and 
attainable housing in Cornwall. 
The Planning and Zoning Com-
mission, along with the Board of 
Selectmen, agreed. So why are we be-
ing asked to attend a public hearing to 
reconsider this recommendation?
 The answer lies in the fine print of the 
accessory apartment portion of CT Public 
Act No. 21-29. According to our planning 
consultant Janell Mullen, aspects of the 
new act were confusing, especially lan-
guage regarding maximum sizes of ADUs. 
Mullen also discovered that towns must 
adopt the new regulations “as written,” 
preventing Cornwall from adopting ADU 
regulations “more appropriate to our 
town’s unique history and culture.” 
 So, mystery solved. Attend the public 
hearing on June 14 at 7 p.m. to hear and con-
tribute comments about whether Cornwall 
should opt out of Public Act 21-29, or not. 
More information will be posted on the 
Cornwallct.org website ahead of that date.

—Bob Meyers

ARPA FUNDS DISTRIBUTED
 Kudos to Cornwall, I must applaud the 
town of Cornwall and specifically the ARPA 
committee for its diligent and responsible han-
dling of the federal ARPA funds given to towns 
for distribution to those greatly and negatively 
affected by the pandemic. While other towns 
are “assessing,” “reviewing,” and “determin-

ing best uses,” Cornwall swiftly created a 
committee, an appropriate review process, 
a reasonable grant agreement, and got 
funds into the hands of those eligible, help-
ing them make up for significant losses 
during the last two years. Being involved 
with organizations throughout Region 
One, I had to research how other towns 
are handling this process, and unlike Corn-
wall, most are far behind, leaving their 

struggling businesses, organizations, and 
individuals just waiting in the wings. Shame 

on them! Thank you, Cornwall, for taking ac-
tion when action was needed.  —Stacey Marcin 

KEEP THE ROADS CLEAN
 Absolutely shocking are the number of bot-
tles, cans, and trash appearing on Cornwall 
main roads! Cannot imagine what kind of crea-
ture could do this. If you walk, take a bag for 
clearing.  Rte 128, Rte 4, Calkinstown Road 
(Sharon) are really not looking healthy! Recycle 
PLEASE.                          —Verne Henshall 

CORNWALL’S FIRST LAND USE LAW
 In 1737, the administrative structure set up 
by the Puritans who settled Connecticut from 
Massachusetts (called the General Court) decid-
ed to sell the land in seven western “townships” 
in order to fund their administrative costs. This 
included Cornwall, which like all the other town-
ships was to be divided into fifty-three “rights.” 
One right was to be given to the Church, one to 
the local minister and one was to be reserved for 
a school. The other fifty were to be sold to the 
highest bidder in an auction that took place in 
Fairfield. New owners had to promise to:

1. Settle themselves or their agents for three 
years in the town.
2. Build a home with certain specified di-
mensions.
3. Clear and fence at least six acres of land.

So, there it is, our first land use law and it was 
given the name of “the eighteenth-century 
plan.” The General Court decided early on to 
leave all other decisions about how to deal with 
the land to the local residents, thereby setting a 
precedent for the policy that the later State of 
Connecticut has continued to follow. The doc-
ument creating the General Court and the laws 
it had to follow was called the Fundamental 
Orders and is considered the first constitution 
in the United States, which is why Connecti-
cut is called the Constitution State!

—Anna Timell

Cornwall Briefs
• It’s beginning to feel a lot like sum-
mer, and the town is celebrating with a 
beach party at Hammond Beach on June 
10. Pick up your beach passes at the se-
lectmen’s office: $20 for a family, $10 for 
individuals. 
• Summer weather also means our gar-
dens are growing. And while it’s early to 
be planning the harvest, Michelle Shipp 
and Chris Mullins are here to help. They’ve 
started Produce to the People, a program 
to distribute excess home and farm pro-
duce to local food banks. Email them at 
michelleshipp4@gmail.com or call 860-248-
3193 for info. 
• Curious about a possible West Corn-
wall wastewater treatment facility? Check 
out the informational meetings on June 11 
at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom and June 25 in per-
son at CCS, also at 7:30 p.m. (See insert.)

Events & Announcements
Original Cornwall Farm Market will open 
for the season on Saturday, June 4, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Cornwall Garden Club Events
 A Gardener’s Adventure will be held at 
Earth Tones Nursery and Glebe House in 
Woodbury on Thursday, June 2, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The nursery talk/shop at Earth 
Tones will be followed by a Gertrude 
Jekyll-inspired garden tour and bag lunch 
at Glebe House. Earth Tones, no fee; Glebe 
House, limit 18, fee $10. Rain date, June 9. 
RSVP by May 27. 
 The Garden Club is partnering with 
X-Collab at Cornwall Library’s Books & 
Blooms second annual Cut Flowers Sale, 
Saturday, June 18, from 9 to 11 a.m. Pur-
chase fresh-cut buds of spring artfully ar-
ranged by fellow gardeners to benefit the 
library. Floral donations welcome prior to 
sale. Front lawn, Cornwall Library. 
 A Gardener’s Workshop at Buck Moun-
tain Farm on Thursday, June 23, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Join Pat Bramley for an herbal garden 
tour, workshop, and lunch. Limit 12, fee 
$25. Rain date, June 30. RSVP by June 16. 
 The Garden Club visits the famous 
Naumkeag Garden, Stockbridge, Mass., 
July 7, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fletcher Steele Gar-
den tour and bag lunch. Limit 25. Fee at 
door. Rain date, July 14. RSVP by July 1.

• West Cornwall’s restau-
rant scene is growing. RSVP, 

now in its third decade of dishing 
out amazingly creative and tasty 

dinners Friday through Sunday behind the 
Wish House, has now been joined by Frank 
Food Company, a gastropub recently 
opened on Lower River Road, offering 
lunch and dinners Thursday through Sat-
urday, with brunch coming on its patio 
Sundays this summer. Bon appetit!
• Be on the lookout for new road signs in 
West Cornwall on River Road for the West-
ern New England Greenway bike path, a 
section of the multi-state bike route link-
ing New York City to Montreal. It’s part of 
the larger 10,000-mile U.S. bicycle road 
system. 
• Congratulations to the CCS Class of 
2022: Joseph Villa Arpi, Steven Barber, Ev-
erett Belancik, Graham Belancik, Hayden 
Bell, Henry Berry, Lily Beurket, Colton 
Bodwell, Steven Buni, Colby Brown, Mia 
DiRocco, Arianna Danforth Gold, Julissa 
“Dylan” R. Gonzalez, Robbie Happy, Si-
mon Markow, Gabe Poll, Caleb Robles, 
Finn Scribner and Andra West. They will 
be moving on to high school at the Freder-
ick Gunn School, Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School, Oliver Wolcott Tech, 
or Wamogo Regional High School. 

—Bob Meyers



CORNWALL CHRONICLE4 JUNE 2022
(continued from page 3)

THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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At The Cornwall Library
 Book Sale under the Tent final weekend: 
Saturday, June 4, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Sunday, June 5, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
 A book talk and exhibition by 
author/artist (and longtime 
Cornwall resident) Adam 
Van Doren about his new 
book, In the Founders’ Foot-
steps: Landmarks of the 
American Revolution, on June 11 at 5 
p.m. Artist’s reception (6 to 8 p.m.) features 
watercolors and oils from the book on dis-
play and for sale. Exhibit runs until July 9.
 Goldilocks and the Three Bears Event 
on June 11, 10:30 a.m. The Thursday after-
school art program at the library has deco-
rated a small family of bears and their sur-
prise visitor. Please join us for the unveiling, 
reading, and craft project.  
 The annual fundraising event, Books & 
Blooms, will take place on June 17 and 18, 
opening with a talk by author/gardener 
Page Dickey on Friday, June 17, at 6 p.m. at 
the United Church of Christ in Cornwall 
Village and tours of four wonderful Corn-
wall gardens will take place on June 18. 
(See insert.)

Cornwall Conservation Trust Events
 CT Trail Days, Saturday, June 4. 
All our trails are open. For details 
see CornwallConservationTrust.
org. 
 The New CCT Nature Trail 
at Welles Preserve, Saturday, 
June 25, 10 a.m. Come hear Deb 
and Bruce Bennett describe the 
preserve’s different ecosystems 
and try out our new labels and 
QR Codes.
 CCT Trail Crew Opportu-
nities: Terry Burke has assem-
bled a cheery band to clear the 
hiking trails. To get on the list and 
to be notified of upcoming projects, email 
terryfburke@gmail.com.

Park and Recreation Summer Schedule
 Town Picnic at Hammond Town Beach 
on June 10 from 5 to 8 p.m. Music by Jonny 

G (of lespecial). Burgers, hot dogs, and ice 
cream sundaes, bring side dish or dessert to 

share. Shuttles to/from lake provided.
       Senior Lunch on June 14 at noon, 

Foote Field Pavilion. MUST RSVP to 
Jen Markow at prcornwall@gmail.

com or call 860-480-0600.
 Senior Breakfast on June 

28 at Foote Field Pavilion. MUST 
RSVP to Jen Markow at prcornwall@

gmail.com or call 860-480-0600.
 Music on the Green, July 1 from 6 to 8 
p.m. Music by the Zolla Boys. Food truck, 
games, and crafts. Come have fun before 
fireworks.

Art in Cornwall
 The National Iron Bank continues its 
photography exhibit by Lazlo Gyorsok. 
 At the Souterrain Gallery in West Corn-
wall, the group show of young artists 
SAMPLER, a survey of craft and material, 
curated by Elizabeth Schweizer continues 
through June.
 At The Union, Peter Cusack offers 
Drawing & Painting on Fridays from 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. All mediums, styles, levels 

are welcome. For more info contact peter@
petercusack.com.

Cornwall Historical Society: With imag-
es, objects, and documents drawn from 

the Cornwall Historial Society, the 
town, and neighboring humanities 
institution, the exhibition "Finding 
Freemans" celebrates Naomi Free-
man and her family, some of Corn-
wall’s first free Black residents. 
Opening reception: June 25, from 4 
to 6 p.m. For more information, vis-
it cornwallhistoricalsociety.org.

Yoga: Sunday Yoga has re-
turned. Preregistration is re-

quired. Contact Nancy Opgaard 
at nannyopgaard@gmail.com.

Dog Licensing in 2022: The state of Con-
necticut requires all dogs six months of age 
or older be licensed annually on or before 
June 30 in the town clerk’s office in the 
town where the dog is owned or kept. Li-
censes will be available on June 1. A current 
rabies vaccination certificate must be sub-
mitted or be on file. Neutered or spayed 
dogs cost $8, and male or female dogs, $19. 
For a neutered or spayed dog being li-
censed for the first time, a certificate from a 
licensed veterinarian must be presented. 
Penalties apply for late registration. 
 There will be three options for obtain-
ing your dog’s license: You may register in 

person, by mail (enclose a SASE for return 
of tag and license) OR online license renew-
al, but only for dogs that were licensed last 
year. The Cornwall website, cornwallct.org, 
will show the link on June 1. New dogs and 
others that failed to renew their licenses last 
year will need to use the mail option or reg-
ister in person. A rabies vaccination clinic 
and dog license day will be held at Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High School on Satur-
day, June 11, 2022, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Vaccines will be $20, CASH ONLY. All cats 
and dogs must be crated or leashed. 

Grumbling Gryphons: Monday, July 18, to 
Saturday, July 23, at 29 Lake Road, West 
Cornwall. Ages 6 to 16. Leslie Elias with 
guest artists, and renowned deaf actor Rob-
ert DeMayo, will engage campers in an im-
mersion of acting, music, art, and American 
Sign Language, culminating in a dual lan-
guage performance of The Myth of Perse-
phone on July 23.

A Rolling Stone 
Gathers No Moths

Support your community paper with the 
green that keeps us rolling...before it’s all 
eaten by the latest invasion of spongeblobs. 
All denominations accepted.



friday, june 17 | 6pm
“Bringing Meadows into the Garden” 

A Presentation by Page Dickey
At the UCC Meetinghouse, 8 Bolton Hill Road, Cornwall Village*

Cocktail Reception to follow at The Cornwall Library

saturday, june 18 | 10am to 4pm
Tour of Four Cornwall Gardens

A formal garden in a village setting | The Cornwall Castle
A landscape garden in a bucolic setting | Along the Housatonic

On Sale at The Cornwall Library

New and out-of-print gardening books
Tea towels designed by Cornwall artist Debby Jones 

Cut flowers arranged and donated by members of the Cornwall Garden Club

tickets & information

*Proof of vaccination required. Masks optional.

Talk only: $30 | Tour only: $30 | Talk & Tour: $50
Tickets may be purchased online at CornwallLibrary.org,

by calling the Library or visiting in-person, or through the QR code.
The Cornwall Library | 30 Pine Street | 860.672.6874 



 

Suzie’s Bakery, along with the UCC Church in Cornwall, is hosting  

Giving Wednesday  
Come support the people of Ukraine 

On June 15 from 5-7 
at Suzie’s Bakery and Cornwall Bridge Gardens 

 
All profits from Suzie’s Bakery ice cream and coffee sales 

and a portion of Cornwall Bridge Gardens sales will go 

toward 

 World Central Kitchen 

 



WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PROJECT IN WEST CORNWALL VILLAGE  
 

The Town of Cornwall (the “Town”) seeks taxpayer approval to appropriate and finance with bonds, 

USDA loans and grants, or other grant funds, up to $6,230,000 for the planning, acquisition and 

construction of a wastewater treatment facility and connecting sewer lines (the “Project”) in West 

Cornwall Village (the “Village”). The primary purpose of the Project is to bring the Village properties 

into compliance with the health code and enable commercial development. The Project construction is 

expected to be paid for in part from (1) a federal Community Project Funding (CPF) grant, and (2) a grant 

and/or a low interest loan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Operation and financing 

expense will be paid by users and by the Town’s annual budget. The USDA has indicated that the Town 

qualifies for grant and loan funding through their Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant Program. See 

“Financial Considerations” below.  

 

Background  

 

The Village is one of two active commercial centers in the Town. An iconic, single lane covered 

bridge crosses the picturesque Housatonic River and connects the hamlet to Route 7. The State of 

Connecticut (the “State”), in partnership with the federal government, has designated the structure, built 

in the 1860s, an historic landmark. During the last two hundred years, the Village has continuously 

supported commercial and residential activity. 

 

The Village is a tight arrangement of property lines, septic systems, and drinking water wells. 

Some septic systems and drinking water wells are shared by more than one household or business. The 

constricted space inhibits the installation and maintenance of septic systems and wells which meet the 

State’s Public Health Code’s standards of compliance. Not all of the Village septic systems meet the 

current health code designed to protect surface and groundwater, as well as the Housatonic River. 

Additional commercial development is not permitted under the present wastewater disposal 

circumstances. 

 

In August of 2016, a Town Meeting was held, and the taxpayers voted to appropriate up to $52,000 

for a study of water and septic alternatives for the Village. In 2017, the Northwest Hills Council of 

Governments (NHCOG) applied for, expended and administered a $45,000 grant for additional study, and 

in July of 2019, a Town Meeting was held, at which Cornwall taxpayers approved expending funds for 

additional engineering and consulting work necessary to apply for grants. A Grant/Loan Application was 

submitted to the USDA in February of 2020. 

 

Siting, Design and Construction of the Wastewater Treatment Plant  

 

The Project will utilize state of the art technology to build a facility sized to serve residential and 

commercial users in West Cornwall Village only. Several options for sites are being considered in West 

Cornwall. The facility will consist of underground treatment tanks and a structure about the size of a two-

car garage located near the tanks to house the above-ground machinery, tools, and materials needed for 

the operation of the facility. The facility operation will utilize a Membrane Bioreactor which uses reverse 

osmosis technology to draw the wastewater through the system. The end result will be “near drinking 
water quality effluent” which will discharge into the Housatonic River via gravity. (Per WMC 

Engineering.) The facility will not emit noise or odors. Members of the study group have visited and 

toured several small operating facilities of this type in other Connecticut towns. 

 

Adjacent property owners in the Village will have the opportunity to tap into the sewer system, 

which is proposed to run east and west along Route 128. A one-time fee for each property at this time 

estimated to be $3,500 will be charged to hook into the system.  



 

Operation and Maintenance (O&M) 

 

The annual cost of O&M of the wastewater system will be paid by the users and the Town and is 

estimated to be $110,000 when it is running at or near capacity, and $80,000 to $90,000 annually (per 

WMC Engineering) at lower capacity initial usage. The usage fee will be payable monthly or quarterly, 

and adjusted for actual usage levels, subsidized by the Town in order to charge usage fees typical of 

surrounding region rates. 

 

The boards of selectmen and finance will create a new department in the annual budget. All 

revenues paid in by users of the system will offset operating costs. The balance of the costs will be 

budgeted just like any other department. 

 

Financial Considerations 

 

The $6,230,000 appropriation for the proposed Project is expected to be financed as follows: 

 

(1) $3,000,000 Grant: A federal Community Project Funding (CPF) grant, which was part of 

H.R. 2471, the “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022,” signed into law by the President 

on March 15, 2022. 

 

(2) Estimated $3,230,000 Loan: The remainder of the Project is expected to be financed 

through a USDA 40-year loan at the USDA interest rate applicable when the Project is 

approved at referendum. The current USDA rate is 1.75%. The USDA sets a new rate each 

calendar quarter, so the actual rate may be higher, lower or the same as the current rate.  

This estimated loan amount could be reduced by any USDA grant or other funds applied 

for and received by the Town. 

 

Receipt of USDA grant and loan funding is dependent upon and subject to referendum approval 

for the $6,230,000 appropriation for the Project. 

 

Debt service on the USDA loan is not expected to increase the Town’s debt service budget line 

item because the debt service on Town bonds issued in 2003 to finance the Cornwall Consolidated School 

expansion and renovations will cease in 2023. In other words, the costs of debt service on the Project will 

replace the costs of debt service on the school financing. 

 

Referendum 

 

A referendum vote at Adjourned Town Meeting will be held on July 9, 2022. The ballot label for 

the question to be voted upon at the referendum shall be as follows: 

 

“Shall the $6,230,000 appropriation and general obligation bond issuance authorization 

(expected to be paid from an estimated $3.0 million grant and $3.23 million of Town 

general obligation bonds) to construct and install sewers lines, collection and treatment 

systems in the West Cornwall area of Town, known as the Wastewater Management 

Project in West Cornwall Village, as adopted by the Boards of Selectmen and Finance, be 

approved? YES/NO?” 

 

The voting will be by paper/electronic ballot. Those desiring to vote for the question shall fill in 

the box in front of the question on the ballot at “YES”. Those desiring to vote against the question shall 

fill in the box in front of the question on the ballot at “NO”. 

 



The full texts of the aforesaid resolution and question are on file, open to public inspection, in the 

office of the Town Clerk. 

 

The polls for the referendum to be held Saturday, July 9, 2022, from 12:00 P.M. until 8:00 P.M., 

will be at Town Hall, 24 Pine Street, Cornwall, CT for electors and qualified voters. 

 

You are eligible to vote (1) if you are a registered voter (elector) of the Town of Cornwall, OR 

(2) you are a citizen of the United States, age eighteen or older, who jointly or severally, is liable to the 

Town of Cornwall for taxes assessed against you on an assessment of not less than $1,000 on the last 

completed grand list of the Town of Cornwall, or who would be so liable if not entitled to an exemption 

under subdivisions (17), (19), (22), (25) or (26) of Section 12-81 of the Connecticut General Statutes, as 

amended. 

 

If you are not a registered voter (elector) in the Town of Cornwall and are voting as a property 

owner, you must also show proof of citizenship (if not already on file in the Town Clerk’s Office). To find 

out if you have already filed prior to the referendum, please call the Town Clerk at (860) 672-2709 or 

email cwltownclerk@optonline.net. Office hours are Monday–Thursday from 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. 

and from 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

  

Corporations, limited liability companies, partnerships, trusts and other legal entities are not 

citizens of the United States and therefore are not eligible to vote. An individual serving as trustee of a 

trust that owns the property in the town is not eligible to vote.  

 

Absentee ballots will be available beginning Monday, June 20, 2022. Applications may be 

downloaded from www.cornwallct.org or by contacting the Town Clerk at (860) 672-2709 or 

cwltownclerk@optonline.net. If you choose to vote by absentee ballot, submit your completed application 

to the Town Clerk by placing it in the designated secure drop box outside the Town Clerk’s office at 26 

Pine Street or by mailing it to P.O. Box 97, Cornwall, CT 06753. 

 

Once you have received your ballot and have completed it, you may place it in the designated 

secure drop box outside the Town Clerk’s office or mail it. Do not take your absentee ballot to the polling 

place on the day of the referendum. Ballots must be returned to the Town Clerk by 8:00 P.M. on the day 

of the referendum. 
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2022 Chamber 
Music Concerts
16 consecutive Sundays at 3 PM starting 
June 5 & Labor-Day-Weekend Saturday 
at 7 PM

JUNE 5  
93rd Season Opening Benefit 
Concert 
Rolston String Quartet 
Paul Neubauer, Viola
HAYDN String Quartet in G, Op. 33 #5
WIDMANN String Quartet #3
BRAHMS String Quintet in G Major
+German themed food trucks

JUNE 12
Misha & Cipa Dichter
Piano Four Hands and Piano Solo Program
BRAHMS, BEETHOVEN, SCHUBERT, 
DVORAK 

JUNE 19
Balourdet Quartet 
Benjamin Hochman, Piano
HAYDN String Quartet in B Flat, “Sunrise”
WOLF Italian Serenade
BERMEL Intonations
DVORAK Piano Quintet in A Major

JUNE 26
Cuarteto Latinoamericano 
Thomas Gallant, Oboe
MOZART, PIAZZOLLA, VILLA-LOBOS 
And more

JULY 3
Arianna String Quartet 
Judith Gordon, Piano
HAYDN String Quartet in G Major, Op. 54 #1 
ESMAIL String Quartet (Ragamala)
BRAHMS: Piano Quintet in F Minor, Op. 34

JULY 10
1:30 PM: Pre-Concert Talk 
with Dr. Mark Ferraguto, from Penn State 
University and Haydn Society: Haydn “Sun” 
Quartets
3 PM: Concert
Penderecki String Quartet  
Victoria Schwartzman, Piano
(Sun Quartets Concert #1/6)
HAYDN String Quartet in A, Op. 20 #6 
PENDERECKI String Quartet #4
FRANCK Piano Quintet in F Minor

JULY 17 
1:30 PM: Pre-Concert Talk 
With Tabea Debus
3 PM: Concert
Tabea Debus, Recorder 
Adam Cockerham, Lute
Works by MONTEVERDI, J.S. BACH, 
PURCELL, DOWLAND, plus Diaries of the 
Early Worm by Gareth MOORCRAFT (b. 1990) 

JULY 24
Ulysses Quartet 
Tanya Bannister, Piano
(Sun Quartets Concert #2/6)
HAYDN String Quartet in G Minor, Op. 20 #3 
TOWER Wild Summer
ELGAR Piano Quintet in A Minor

JULY 31
Harlem Quartet 
Fei-Fei, Piano
BEETHOVEN Piano Sonata #18 in E Flat
SCHUBERT Piano Trio in E Flat, “Notturno” 
BRAHMS Piano Quartet in G Minor

AUGUST 7
Ariel Quartet 
Soyeon Kate Lee, Piano
MOZART String Quartet in C, “Dissonance” 
PORAT Four Ladino Songs for strings
SCHUMANN Piano Quintet in E Flat Major

AUGUST 14 
1:30 PM: Pre-Concert Talk 
with the Cramer Quartet and composer 
Alexandra Du Bois
3 PM: Concert
Cramer Quartet
(On period instruments and gut strings)
(Sun Quartets Concert #3/6)
HAYDN String Quartet in C Major, Op. 20 #2
DU BOIS String Quartet #6 
HAYDN String Quartet in G Major, Op. 76 #1

AUGUST 21
Daedalus Quartet 
Todd Crow, Piano
(Sun Quartets Concert #4/6)
HAYDN String Quartet in E Flat, Op. 20 #1 
BEACH String Quartet
CHAN Ignis Fatuus
DOHNANYI Piano Quintet in E Flat Minor

AUGUST 28
Jupiter String Quartet
(Sun Quartets Concert #5/6)
HAYDN String Quartet in D, Op. 20 #44 
TAYLOR Chaconne/Labyrinth
TCHAIKOVSKY String Quartet in D Major

SEPTEMBER 11 
1:30 PM: Pre-Concert Talk 
With composer Octavio Vázquez
3 PM: Concert
American String Quartet 
Octavio Vázquez, Piano
VAZQUEZ Piano Quintet
BEETHOVEN String Quartet in C Sharp Minor

SEPTEMBER 18
Cassatt String Quartet 
Eliot Fisk, Guitar
(Sun Quartets Concert #6/6)
HAYDN String Quartet in F Minor, Op. 20 #5
GODFREY Guitar Quintet
TURINA The Bullfighter’s Prayer
BOCCHERINI Guitar Quintet in D Major

Labor Day 
Weekend Festival
(Sat & Sun, including Food Trucks)

SEPTEMBER 3, SATURDAY 
11 AM: Family Concert 
With Merz Trio
5 PM: Pre-Concert presentation 
By author Barbara V. Bechtolsheim and 
Poetry Reading by CT Poet Laureate, 
Margaret Gibson 
7 PM: Merz Trio Concert (ticketed): 
Merz Trio “Ink Spills” album program, 
including RAVEL’s iconic Piano Trio, 
and works by RAMEAU, BOULANGER, 
together with brief readings.
8:30 PM: Stargazing Event

SEPTEMBER 4, SUNDAY
1:30 PM: Pre-Concert Birdsong Walk 
with Fran Zygmont, Litchfield Hills 
Audubon Society
3 PM: Labor Day Benefit Concert
(ticketed).
Merz Trio & Oskar Espina-Ruiz
Clarinet, play MESSIAEN’s iconic 
Quartet for the End of Time, together 
with trios by KORNGOLD, BRITTEN, 
SHOSTAKOVICH, and RAVEL’s La Valse 
(arr.)

musicmountain.org

Tickets: musicmountain.org
Box Office: (860) 824-7126



10 consecutive Saturdays at 7 PM starting June 25
Call (860) 824-7126 to inquire about the food trucks scheduled 
for each performance

93rd Season of music in the Litchfield Hills
“The summer shrine of the string quartet” - New Yorker
Music Mountain Falls Village CT
Tickets and more information:  www.musicmountain.org

JUNE 25  
BILL CHARLAP TRIO
Grammy Award winning pianist, BILL 
CHARLAP is the artistic director of New 
York City’s Jazz in July Festival. 

JULY 2 
FIVE PLAY, the sister group  
of the world-renowned  
DIVA Jazz Orchestra
FIVE PLAY is rooted in the jazz tradition 
and is fueled and inspired by the 
members’ collective, creative vision to 
swing through the twenty-first century.

JULY 9 
NEW BLACK EAGLE JAZZ BAND
The very best in New Orleans style Jazz, 
Gospel & Blues. A world touring band 
since 1971.

JULY 16 
NEW YORK GILBERT & SULLIVAN 
PLAYERS
An Evening of Gilbert & Sullivan 
“Well paced and extremely entertaining” 
(Talk Entertainment)

JULY 23 
SWINGTIME BIG BAND
“Sunrise Serenade”
Inspired by Music Mountain’s season 
theme, Here Comes the Sun! this 
beloved 20-piece big band will perform 
solar lyrics from the Great American 
Songbook. 

JULY 30 
BARBARA FASANO TRIO 
Featuring Eric Comstock, piano/voice
With Boots Maleson, Bass
“In the Still of the Night”
Award-winning pop/jazz vocalist Barbara 
Fasano returns to Music Mountain with 
her signature mashup of pop and jazz 
standards that unite the generations.  
Praised as “exhilarating … a lyrically 
sensitive interpreter” by The New York 
Times.

AUGUST 6 
GALVANIZED JAZZ BAND 
The “Best Jazz Band in the State” 
(Connecticut Magazine) “gets your blood 
running“ (Jazzbeat) Hot Dixieland, New 
Orleans Jazz & more.

AUGUST 13 
HELEN SUNG QUARTET
Helen Sung and her band have 
performed at Newport, Monterey, 
SFJAZZ, Disney Hall, Carnegie Hall, 
London Jazz Festival, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Shanghai, Blue Note Beijing, and 
the Sydney International Women’s Jazz 
Festival. 

AUGUST 20 
RIVERBOAT STOMPERS  
JAZZ BAND
New Orleans Traditional Jazz, Dixieland, 
and Swing from the 20’s to the ‘recent’ 
60’s.

AUGUST 27 
JIVE BY FIVE
A Connecticut favorite returns! The 
sizzling dance music of the jazz age: from 
the Charleston to the Two-Step and the 
Fox Trot.

JUNE 18
Saturday at 2 PM

Special Free Community Event
Cookout and Concert to 
Celebrate First Responders.  
Join Us!

musicmountain.org


