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This Month: 
Mondays:  Yoga Classes, 5–6 pm The Union (no class March 6th); 
Wednesdays:  Drop-in Playgroup, 10:30–11:30 am Library;  Tai 
Chi, 5–6 pm Town Hall; Thursdays:  Hatha Yoga, 9:15–10:30 am The 
Local;  Children’s After School Art, 3:30 pm Library

🖥 Event Online

 Event In Person

28

321

 Deadline:
April Chronicle Copy
 Deadline for Cornwall 
Microgrants for the Arts
  Board of Education 

Meeting 
4:15 pm CCS

Property Tax Increase Ahead?
The budget currently being considered by 
the Cornwall Board of Finance seems likely 
to result in an increase of about 5% in next 
year’s mill rate, and thus property taxes. 
This hike, which would be the first in four 
years, is being driven primarily by a 40% 
increase in Cornwall students attending 
Housatonic Valley Regional High School. 
The increase, from 25 to 35, will result in a 
$400,000 rise in the town’s share of the Re-
gion One school district budget.
 The increase in high school students 
brings the number close to Cornwall’s his-
torical average, but is a big jump over re-
cent years. Also, the cost of Cornwall’s 
share is higher since other Region One 
towns have registered a decline. First Se-
lectman Ridgway speculates that the other 
towns may have more parents employed at 
local private schools whose older children 
take advantage of tuition breaks to leave 
the public schools. The larger population of 
high school students in Cornwall is project-
ed to continue for the foreseeable future.
 The only other notable increase in the 
proposed budget is a 38% rise in pay to the 
registrars of voters for the extra working 
days put in to accommodate early voting. 
An amendment to the state constitution 
that had prohibited the expansion of voting 

days was passed last November, and leg-
islation mandating the added days is ex-
pected to pass in time for November’s 
municipal elections. 
 Some decreases on the revenue side of 
Cornwall’s budget are also contributing to 
the expected rise in property tax bills. Spe-
cifically, ARPA Covid funds have run out 
and the Cornwall tax base has shrunk as 
state purchases of private lands have re-
moved them from the tax rolls. 
 Attempts are being made to minimize 
the tax increase. Town government expens-
es are being trimmed and some capital 
projects postponed. The Board of Finance 
may also decide to tap savings funds. A 
hearing on the final budget proposal is 
scheduled for April 21 and a town meeting 
on May 19, both at 7:30 p.m. at CCS. The 
vote on the Region One school budget is 
set for May 2. 
 Meanwhile, state coffers are overflow-
ing from a windfall of sales tax revenue as a 
result of inflation. In response, Gov. Lam-
ont has proposed the first Connecticut in-
come tax cut since the mid-nineties. For 
their part, legislators are suggesting lower-
ing the 6.35% sales tax and increasing state 
contributions to education. Either one or 
both could provide some relief from a 
property tax increase.        —Paul De Angelis

P&Z in a New Cornwall
The Planning and Zoning Commission 
(P&Z) is rounding off a three-year effort to 
bring its regulations up to state standards 
and to make them more accessible and 
complete for homeowners and profession-
als alike. With the help of land use consul-
tant Janell Mullen, the commission made 
Cornwall’s regs 25 pages shorter (in spite of 
the addition of 25 new definitions) and 
“easier to read and understand,” according 
to P&Z Chairman Anna Timmel.
 The previous revision had been in 1985 
during an era of word-processing that 
made it impossible to insert new regula-
tions formatted in the 21st century. New 
regs concerning farming, for example, 
could not be added after they were passed 
in April 2019. The current revision includes 
not only legal updates, but also responds to 
changes in language usage and social atti-
tudes. Phrases like “preservation of mor-
als” and “indigent welfare client” are now 
ill-judged or illegal. 
 “We have labored over every word and 
sentence,” said Timmel, “ever vigilant not 
to introduce any substantive changes...” 
that might justifiably prompt calls for an 
official amendment. The commission has 
been keeping a list of regs that might bene-
fit from “public discussion of changes.” Af-
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(continued from page 1) Goodbye to a Friend
Martha Fetherolf Loutfi 

Land Transfers
Valerie Zabriskie to 285 Cream Hill 50’s, LLC, 

land with buildings and improvements thereon 
at 285 Cream Hill Road, for $430,000. 

Gregory and Rosanne Griswold to FOCUS1, 
LLC, 36 acres of land on College Street, 

for $200,000. 

Andrew and Alexander Farnsworth to MAC4, 
LLC, land with improvements thereon at 5 

Smith Place, for $65,000.

ter all, Timmel said, “thirty-seven years 
have passed since the last revision; it’s high 
time for Cornwall’s regulations to be re-
viewed.”
 A two-part public forum is tentatively 
scheduled for April 11 on changes emerg-
ing from the regulation rewrite and the 
process for approval by the town. 
The new version 
will be posted on 
cornwallct.gov by mid-
March. Part two of 
the forum will 
open a discussion 
of the state’s laws about cannabis 
sale and use; a survey of town opinion is 
planned for a later date. Time will be re-
served at the forum for public comment.
 An in-person public hearing is set for 
May about the new version of the P&Z reg-
ulations, formatted for future additions and 
consistent with state law.     —Lisa L. Simont

Tapping Cornwall’s History
Cornwall Bridge to Cornwall Hollow, Yelp-
ing Hill to Cream Hill, Cobble Hill to Cher-
ry Hill, Cream Hollow to East Cornwall; 
Harts, Youngs, Hurlburts, Perkins, Ridg-
ways, and Heddens: at least one thing links 
all these places and names together—sug-
aring. Namely, maple sugaring, a farming 
practice in these parts whose roots predate 
European colonization when indigenous 
peoples throughout the Northeast collected 
the sap of the Acer saccharum (sugar maple) 
and related species, concentrating it over 
open flames.
 European colonists in the Northeast 
caught on, producing syrup, and in those 
early centuries, maple sugar, a substitute 
for imported West Indies cane sugar. By the 
time of the U.S. Civil War, however, the 
preponderance of southern cane sugar 
shifted northern sugaring operations to 
syrup (although abolitionists eschewed 
cane sugar for its slave-state provenance), 
and syrup had become a cash crop. It’s also 
a symbol of local pride: the Vermont com-
memorative state quarter carries the pic-
ture of a sap collector using traditional met-
al buckets in his sugar bush, the stand of 
forest trees utilized to make syrup.
 In Cornwall, as throughout the North-
east, mapling is also a harbinger of spring. 
In late February and March, small, in-
trepid groups face the bitter, mud-
dy dregs of winter to collect syr-
up from their sugar bushes. Some 
trees, like the sugar maples on 
Cream Hill, were “supposedly 
planted after the Civil War as 
part of the Cream Hill Agri-
cultural School that was up 
there for Civil War orphans,” 
said Gordon Ridgway.
 As last month’s polar vortex was 
looming, Ridgway and I sat by the 
wood stove to discuss the town’s sug-

aring history. He rattled off nearly two doz-
en names of families whose operations 
have dotted the landscape for ages. Many 
operations have disappeared into the un-
derbrush, but long memories mean farmers 
like Ridgway still carry their stories. 
 He recalled, for example, Gene Charl-
ton, whose sugar shack was at Cornwall 
Bridge Pottery. Charlton would drive his 

VW around town to collect syrup, 
the sap sloshing in the back 
of the bus. Long after his 

trees were last tapped, the tags 
with Roman numerals on them 

have remained, glyphs in 
the woods waiting to be 

translated. Similar relics are the 
metal taps left by Bert Blakey on his 

trees up on Yelping Hill. Blakey, who had 
come down to Cornwall from Quebec, 
brought his know-how with him. 
 On Lower River Road in West Corn-
wall, look for remnants of Oliver Hart’s 
sugar house where he and Nemo Gagner 
sugared. Ridgway noted that you can see 
Hart’s hand in the forest canopy itself 
where he thinned trees in the ‘40s and ‘50s 
to promote the massive canopies needed 
for sap-rich production.
 Large sap collections often mean long 
hours of boiling, sharing stories, and bad 
jokes. There’s something slightly eccentric 
about sitting out in the wet and the cold, 
boiling tree sap into the amber elixir we 
covet for breakfasts, salad dressings, and 
baked goods (or in some cases, a tug 
straight from the bottle). And it shows 
sometimes in the 
sugarers’ personali-
ties— like the time 
George Bouteiller knocked over his sugar 
shack with a swift kick to avoid the yearly 
property assessment. 

—John W. W. Zeiser & Keaton Terrall

Advertising Cornwall
The mission of Cornwall’s Economic De-
velopment Commission or EDC is to main-
tain, develop, and promote local businesses 
in town as well as market Cornwall as a 
great place to visit, live, and work. This 
ten-member commission (originally formed 
in 2011 and currently chaired by Simon 
Hewett with Bianka Griggs as vice-chair), 
had a busy year in 2022. Besides expanding 
free Wi-Fi to Cornwall Village (similar ac-
cess to free Wi-Fi was opened in West Corn-
wall in 2021), resurrecting “Cornwall Day” 

in late July and “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” window display in 
December, members successful-
ly launched an ambitious web-
site that targets visitors looking 

for things to do and provides in-
formation on local services and at-
tractions. 
 Explorecornwallct.com is chock 
full of impressive visuals highlight-

ing the town’s natural beauty and 
abundance of recreational opportuni-

ties along with rental and real estate list-
ings. The “Shop” section offers a directory 
of shops and services with links to each. 
The commission also set up two kiosks (one 
near the Covered Bridge in West Cornwall 
and the other in the lot between Bonney 

Brook and the Country Market) with 
an updated “Visit Cornwall” map 
and a QR-code-activated signboard 
featuring highlights of Cornwall.

 The EDC’s promotional activities 
are ongoing. An extensive social media 

campaign propelled by EDC honorary 
member Neil Frauenglass provides a 
strong online presence. A link with the 
Western CT Tourism Board established 
by Mare Rubin, the commission’s secre-
tary, helps spotlight the town as the natu-
ral hub for outdoor recreation in the west-
ern part of the state. 
 In January the EDC sponsored the first 
in what it hopes will become a series of 
business gatherings bringing together lo-

cal businesses for an exchange of ideas 
and initiatives to improve the business en-
vironment. A prospering incarnation of the 
EDC’s mantra “Buy Local, Hire Local”, is 
The Local in West Cornwall, which sells a 
variety of locally produced edibles and a 
host of crafts, arts, and home goods.
 The EDC is in the midst of finalizing its 
priorities and goals for 2023. These include a 
plan to bring free WIFI to Cornwall Bridge, 
find opportunities to cooperate with local 
not-for-profit groups as a way of recognizing 
the differing economic needs and circum-
stances of residents, and partnering with 
SustainableCT (SustainableCT.org). Through 
this work, the EDC aims to build a stronger 
community and strengthen the integrity of 
the town.            —Jiwon Lee

Learning 100
Thirty-five years ago, my son came home 
from kindergarten at Cornwall Consolidat-
ed School (CCS) shortly after 100s Day say-
ing, “Now I can count from 1 to 100 in 10 
seconds.” Taking the bait I asked, “How?” 
and he chanted, “One-two skip-a-few, 
ninety-nine-one-hundred.” Students today 
in Candy Carlson’s class are learning that it 
takes more than ten seconds to do it proper-
ly. When I visited their class, they each took 
turns dropping into a jar ten pennies 
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brought from home as the class counted 
those up to one hundred.
 Ms. Carlson, dressed as a 100-year-old 
person, as were some children, told me that 
special activities on the hundredth day of 
school were a way to celebrate students’ 
learning about numbers and strengthen 
and practice counting to 100 by ones and 
tens. She explained to the children that the 
100 pennies in the jar were worth the same 
as a dollar bill. Along with the dollar bills 
some families sent in, the pennies were 
bound for the town Food and Fuel Bank. Af-
ter another seated activity putting num-
bered fish in a chart, the children were hap-
py to jump and dance to a song about 100 
with Zero the Hero, who marked each 
tenth numeral.
 The highlight of 100s Day 
activities was snack time. From 
handfuls of ten snacks in a 
tray, students counted out ten 
of each and lined them up on 
their large placemat, squelch-
ing the desire to eat until all 100 
had been placed. Marshmal-
lows and pretzels were very 
popular. Many carrots and other extras 
were gathered to be shared with the 
teacher aide’s llamas or other animals. 
 First-graders in Ms. Gray’s class did 
many activities to strengthen their skill 
with 100, including counting by fives. They, 
too, had a chance to jump up and say a jin-
gle about the number of the day. While 
practicing adding three numbers in differ-
ent ways and in doing a calendar with both 
numerals and shapes, they demonstrated 
some understanding of the terms “equa-
tion” and “congruent.” In small groups, 
they completed handmade puzzles of the 
1–100 number grid. Working together in 
groups, each focused on a different strategy 
for finding the correct piece; they put to-
gether a challenging 100-piece puzzle. They 
then each carried out a project writing and 
drawing how they would like to spend 
$100. 
 100s Day celebrates the importance of 
100 in our lives and has been observed in 
other schools around the country for many 
years. What an exciting way to help our 
children develop competence and under-
standing of numbers—and perhaps some-
day they will help our country deal with 
budgets and inflation!          —Ann Gold

Get Online with the CVFD 
As part of celebrating its 90th an-
niversary last year, the Corn-
wall Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, or CVFD, decided to 
launch a new website, cornwallfire.
org. The site, designed by Corn-
wall resident Rocco Botto, aims to 
highlight CVFD’s rich history of 
service to the community, as well as offer 
details about current operations of the 
all-volunteer fire, fire police, and emer-
gency medical response teams.

 In addition to an extensive selection of 
community resources, the site offers advice 
on what to do about such common safety 
hazards as downed power lines, chimney 
fires, and the presence of carbon monoxide 
in your home. Other useful topics include 
information about smoke detectors, house 
numbers, and storm readiness.
 Finally, a “get involved” section invites 
interested citizens to consider signing up as 
a member of the CVFD team.  —Bob Meyers

Cornwall Briefs
• The median sale price of a house in 
Cornwall has reached $800,000. Within Li-
tchfield County, this figure is second only 
to Salisbury’s $814,000, and higher than the 

median prices in Roxbury and Wash-
ington. In response, the Cornwall Housing 

Corporation is gearing up for a major 
fund drive aimed at lowering 

the cost of new construction for 
applicants to its Parcel Program. 
Meanwhile the CHC will use the 

money from ARPA Covid funds given by 
the town committee in December to create 
driveways on the upper Town Street Potter 
Woods Parcel Program lots, as well as par-
tially fund well installations there and on 
two Dark Entry lots. In addition, the CHC 
continues to look for below-market proper-
ties or land donations so that it can begin 
work on the town’s critical need for 
multi-family units.
• Composting at the transfer station may 
arrive in time for summer. A recent visit by 
Ted Larson, Will Berry, and First Selectman 
Ridgway to investigate the pilot com-
posting program at the Litchfield 
transfer station has inspired the town 
to consider a similar project for Corn-
wall. The Litchfield program is based 
on composting leaves already collect-
ed by the town, and inviting the pub-
lic to contribute food scraps. The high 
proportion of leafy matter to food 
avoids the odors that might attract 
bears and other wildlife; the compost 
pile is turned and inspected regularly 
to maintain the correct temperature, and 
residents are free to come partake of the 
rich humus that results for their own gar-
den use. By utilizing local resources and 
equipment, the town will avoid the expense 
of trucking materials in or out. A state per-
mit is required and being applied for. 

Meanwhile, on April 22, the Cornwall 
Garden Club and the CCC are spon-

soring a major Earth Day event: 
the Great Big Day of Com-
posting, featuring an expert 

panel hosted by Richard Schlesinger, a 
demonstration, and a village compost tour. 
• Artist Microgrants: Cornwall’s EDC has 
allocated $3,500 of the town’s ARPA funds 

to finance seven microgrants of $500 each to 
be awarded by random lottery to Cornwall 
artists impacted by Covid. The Northwest 
CT Arts Council will administer the pro-
gram. Artists must be full-time residents of 

Cornwall who can demonstrate an estab-
lished artistic practice. The grants can be 
used for any artistic endeavors, but the fin-
ished work must be shared with the com-
munity by exhibition or exposure to the 
public through a workshop or perfor-
mance, or by description in the Chronicle, or 
by any other suitable means. Winners will 
be contacted by email and/or phone and 
have a week to accept. The deadline to ap-
ply via the NWCT Arts Council is March 
15, at bit.ly/CornwallArtGrants.
• The Housatonic River Commission an-
nounced in late January the federal designa-
tion of 41 miles of the Housatonic River—a 
stretch that runs from the Massa  chusetts 
border to Boardman Bridge in New Mil-
ford—as a Wild & Scenic River. The Wild & 
Scenic River partnership program of the 
National Park Service is a federally funded 
consortium designed to protect and en-
hance exceptional rivers throughout the 
country. Being so designated entitles those 
carrying out the river’s management plan 
to receive federal funds for projects that 
aim to improve and control public recre-
ation on and along the river. One possible 
benefit of the designation: it may help the 
town’s efforts to limit or prevent the Housa-
tonic Railroad, whose tracks run along the 
river bank, from spraying with herbicides.
• End of Sharon’s ICU? The second pub-
lic hearing conducted by Connecticut’s 
Office of Health Strategy (OHS) about the 
plans of Nuvance, Sharon Hospital’s cor-

porate owner, to reduce and recalibrate 
services offered at the hospital took place 

over two consecutive Wednesdays in 
February. Unlike the earlier 
December hearing about Nu-
vance’s plan to terminate Sha-
ron’s maternity services, the 
hospital leader  ship made 
their principal argument in fa-

vor of replacing the ICU, or in-
tensive care unit, with a PCU, or 

progressive care unit, more in 
terms of semantics than econom-

ics. The opponents of the change, 
coordinated by the community 
group Save Sharon Hospital, chal-

lenged Nuvance’s disregard for the risks of 
transferring critically ill patients and failure 
to entertain alternative models of building 
a sustainable rural health center. Decisions 
by the OHS on both of Nuvance’s requests 
are not expected for several months.
• A spring event to honor veterans of the 
Vietnam and Korean wars is being orga-
nized by Connecticut’s Lt. Gov. Susan 
Bysiewicz. In that connection, the town is 
trying to complete its list of residents who 
served in either conflict. If you are a quali-
fied veteran, you can also get a property tax 
reduction. If interested, please contact the 
selectmen’s office.
• The new administrative assistant to the 
Board of Selectmen, Jane Hall, took up her 
duties on Valentine’s Day.
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Events & Announcements
The deadline to apply for the assistant 
town clerk position is March 2.

Art in Cornwall
 The Souterrain Gallery invites you to 
the opening reception of “What We 
See,” photography by members of 
the Housatonic Camera Club, on 
Saturday, March 4, from 3–5 p.m. 
The show runs through April.
 Sarah Prud’homme’s photo 
presentation, “Inhuman Time,” 
continues at the Cornwall Li-
brary through March 4. 
 National Iron Bank will be 
showcasing the work of C.C. Ar-
shagra.
 “Time & Fever & Nothing 
More,” visual poetry collages by 
Cornwall native Kylie Gellatly from 
her new book, The Fever Poems, at the 
Cornwall Library. Opening reception 
(registration requested) March 11 
from 5 to 7 p.m., with a reading by Gellatly 
at 6:15 p.m. The exhibit runs from March 11 
to April 22.
 At the UCC Parish House, “Celebrating 
Light,” a group show of paintings by Robert 
Adzema, Sybil Perry, and Sandy Dolinsky, 
will continue through March 11. For gallery 
hours, call the church office at 672-6840.

(continued from page 3)

THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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• Winter is not over yet! Power Off/Power 
Up (POPU), a program sponsored by the 
UCC in Cornwall Village, will be activated 
once sections of town have been without 
power for 24 hours. The church will open 
the Parish House and provide a continental 
breakfast beginning at 8 a.m. and a simple 
hot lunch beginning at noon. All are wel-
come.                 —Paul De Angelis

Be Our Sugar Bush
Like an old maple, we’re close to tapped 
out. Consider flowing some sweet funds 
our way? PO Box 6, West Cornwall CT 
06796.

Cornwall Conservation Trust and Corn-
wall Conservation Commission will co-
host a program on Saturday, March 4, at 5 
p.m. on Zoom, titled “How to Capture Im-
ages and Videos of Wildlife Using Trail 
Cameras Day or Night.” Larry Master, con-
servation biologist and photographer, will 
show some of his most successful photos, 
videos, and techniques. A discussion will fol-
low to answer your questions about prod-
ucts, siting, set-ups, and other tips. Please 
register at CornwallConservationTrust.org.

Beginners’ Knitting Class has scheduled 
Saturday sessions on March 4 and 11 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Instructors are Susan Sac-
cardi, Fiona Ocain, and Kathy Martin-Oca-
in. Email cloverhillalpacas@gmail.com to 
register.

At the Cornwall Library
 Sunday Matinee Movie: The Cornwall 
Association presents the Joy Boyum and 
John Miller Memorial Movie Matinee on 
Sunday, March 5, at 2 p.m. The third in the 
series of three, this month’s film is Dave 
(1993), starring Kevin Kline and Sigour-
ney Weaver. Registration is requested at 
cornwalllibrary.org. Free.
 Priscilla Gilman, former professor of 

English literature at Yale and Vas-
sar College and author of The An-
ti-Romantic Child, will discuss her 
latest book, a memoir, The Critic’s 

Daughter, published in Feb-
ruary 2023. Books will be 
available for purchase and 

signing. Live and Zoom on Sat-
urday, March 25, at 4 p.m. Please 
register at Cornwalllibrary.org. 

Free.

Park and Rec
 Monthly senior luncheon is on 
Tuesday, March 14, at noon at the 

UCC Parish House. Monthly senior 
breakfast is on Tuesday, March 28, at 9 

a.m., also at the Parish House. RSVP for 
luncheon by Friday, March 10, and for 
breakfast by March 24 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.
 Come to a community spring celebra-
tion on Saturday, April 1, from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the Foote Field Pavilion. (No fool-
ing!) Crafts, egg hunting, and the Park & 
Rec Bunny!

Good Morning with Good Neighbors: 
Join with fellow Cornwallians at the Union 
from 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, March 
18, to share a muffin, coffee, and tea. (See 
insert.)

A South of the Border Take-Out will be 
hosted by UCC Faith Formation Commit-
tee for church school giving projects. 
Pre-order only, pick up at UCC Parish 
House, March 25 (orders due March 20) be-
tween 5 and 7 p.m. Main dish: choice of 
rice and beans or Mexican Picadillo (beef) 
with two sides, cornbread, and dessert. $15 
per serving. To order call 672-6840 or email 
office@uccincornwall.org.

Upstairs Wellness at the Union offers yoga 
classes on Mondays, 5 to 6 p.m. New and 
well-seasoned yogis welcome. Please con-
tact Nancy Opgaard at nannyopgaard@
gmail.com. The fee is $15, a portion of 
which goes to the Hughes Memorial Li-
brary. (No class March 6.)

Cornwall Woman’s Society scholarship 
applications are available at the Cornwall 
Library and at the high school. Applica-
tions must be returned by May 15. Students 
must be residing in Cornwall when they 
graduate from both eighth grade and high 
school. Address questions to cbthibault@
gmail.com or 860-672-6078.



Good Morning with
Good Neighbors

Stop by and stay awhile. Enjoy a warm 
muffin, hot coffee and tea, and good 

conversation with friends and neighbors.
Free.

Meet and Greet with
Lee Sohl

Come and meet Lee Sohl, Cornwall's 
new Animal Control Officer. Hear about 
her experience with animals–both pets 

and wild animals, how she'll help our 
town, and her ideas on how we all can 
better interact with our pets and wild 

animals. Q&A session to follow.

Saturday, March 18, 10am to noon
The Union, West Cornwall

Monday, April 24, 6-7pm
The Cornwall Library

Sponsored by

The Cornwall Association  •  CornwallAssociation.org


