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This Month: 
Wednesdays:  Drop in Playgroup, 10:30–11:30 am 
Library; Thursdays:  Afterschool Art Program, 
3:30–5 pm Library

🖥 Event Online
 Event In Person
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    🖥 Board of Selectmen
7:30 pm Zoom

29 30

West Cornwall 
Septic Update

Buried deep within the giant $1.5 trillion 
federal omnibus spending bill recently 
signed into law were funds for “Communi-
ty Project Funding requests,” including 
$3 million for the West Cornwall wastewa-
ter collection and treatment facility. 
	 In a statement issued after the bill 
passed, Congresswoman Jahana Hayes 
said, “I am thrilled to have secured more 
than $9.64 million on behalf of the Fifth Dis-
trict to advance an array of critical proj-
ects.”
	 First Selectman Gordon Ridgway add-
ed, “These funds will contribute to the reju-
venation of our community and help us 
ensure that residents and businesses in 
West Cornwall have modern, code-compli-
ant water and septic systems. This could 
not have been accomplished without the 
contributions of many people at the local, 
state, and federal levels and demonstrates 
the growing importance of our town in the 
region.”
	 A bit of background might help explain 
the need for such a system in the first place. 
The constricted space in the village of West 
Cornwall inhibits the installation and main-
tenance of private septic systems and wells 
that meet public health standards while 
limiting business activity. In the summer of 

2016, Cornwall taxpayers voted to approve 
funds to study water and septic alternatives 
for West Cornwall. Over the ensuing years, 
many meetings were held, several more 
studies were conducted, and WMC Con-
sulting Engineers estimated costs at almost 
$5 million to build a septic system. Sources 
of funding began to be explored.
	 First Selectman Ridgway, while cele-
brating the arrival of federal funds, a first in 
his memory, cautioned that the town has a 
lot yet to do in order to build this system. 
“WMC needs to re-estimate the costs as 
prices have escalated since the original 
plans were prepared. And we’ll be pursu-
ing additional sources of funding since the 
federal dollars will only cover a portion of 
the cost,” he said.
	 A recent Board of Selectmen meeting 
authorized WMC to proceed with a re-ap-

plication to the USDA for additional funds 
for the septic project. Ridgway noted that 
USDA funding will likely be in the form of 
a low-interest loan, and can only be pur-
sued if the town has committed to the pro­
ject in a referendum.
	 Once outside funding sources are ex-
hausted, the town will determine what ad-
ditional monies, if any, are needed. 
Ridgway explained, “If we need more mon-
ey to complete the project, we can look to 
existing fund balances or use a general obli-
gation bond.”
	 Cornwall’s debt service for the Consoli-
dated School renovation in 2003-2005 will 
be paid in full by 2023. Any new debt costs 
created by the town financing a portion of 
the septic project can replace the retired 
school debt with little to no impact on the 
mill rate, according to Ridgway.
	 The wastewater treatment facility de-
signed by WMC will use a “membrane bio-
reactor” with reverse osmosis technology 
drawing wastewater through the system. 
According to the WMC engineering report, 
the plant will not emit noise or odors and 
the discharge will be “near drinking water” 
quality and go directly into the nearby 
Housatonic River.
	 Property owners in West Cornwall will 
be able to tap into the system for a one-time 
fee, estimated by WMC to be $3,500. WMC 

 “Honoring Nature” 
Opening Reception 

11:30 am 
UCC Parish House

🖥 Woolf scholar Anne E. 
Fernald in Conversation with 

Roxana Robinson 
4–5 pm Zoom

 Region One Board of 
Education Meeting 

6:30 pm Zoom
 Cornwall Agricultural 

Advisory 
Commission Meeting

7:30 pm Town Hall

 🖥 Inland Wetlands/Water 
Courses Meeting 

7 pm Zoom
   🖥 Board of Selectmen

7:30 pm Zoom

 Trail Building 
at Matland Preserve

Cornwall Conservation 
Trust 10 am–Noon
 Cornwall Park and 

Recreation Community 
Spring Fest 10 am–Noon
Cornwall Village Green 

 Barberry Hackathon
10 am 10 Pine Street

🖥 “Who Wrote the Bible 
and Why on Earth 
Does It Matter?”

5 pm Zoom

🖥 Park & Recreation 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Waste Water Committee 
5 pm Zoom

🖥 Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting 

7 pm  Zoom
 🖥 Housatonic River 

Commission 7:30 pm Zoom

 🖥 Board of Education 
Meeting

4:15 pm Zoom

 🖥 Board of Finance 
Meeting

7 pm Zoom

 Reading Challenge 
Ice Cream Party 

1 pm Library
  Peter Cusack 

Art Opening 
5–7 pm Library

 🖥 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting 

10:30 am Zoom

🖥 Earth Day Panel: Local 
Efforts to Combat Climate 

Change 4–5 pm Zoom
 Budget Public Hearing

7 pm CCS 
 Board of Finance Budget 

Public Meeting
7:30 pm CCS

 Trail Introduction at 
Furnace Brook Preserve

10 am–Noon Foote Fields

 🖥 ZBA*
7 pm Zoom

 🖥 Economic Development 
Commission Meeting 

7:30 pm Zoom

 T’ai Chi Ch’uan Class 
(First Class) 

5–6 pm 
Foote Field Pavilion
🖥 Region One ABC 

Committee
7 pm Zoom

 Hike Trinity Preserve 
with Dr. Rob Clark

1–2 pm

 Deadline:
May Chronicle Copy
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(continued from page 1) Welcome 
Evelyn Marie Russ 

to Alicia and Charles Russ

Mark Terence Mager 
to Sophie and Michael Mager

Land Transfers
Housatonic River Outfitters, Inc. to Fervent 

Banterer, LLC, land with buildings 
and improvements thereon at 24 Kent Road

for $325,000.

Lawrence M. Stevens, Jr. to Paul and Christine 
Arkinson, 3.041 acres of land and 3.035 acres 

of land on Cream Hill Road, for $350,000.

also reckons the annual cost of operating 
the system to be around $100,000, most of 
which will be paid out of the town’s bud-
get. Users of the system will pay a monthly 
fee depending on their usage levels.
	 According to Todd Piker, chairman of 
the West Cornwall water/septic committee, 
“There remain many loose ends that need 
to be settled before the facility can be 
built.” Among them, he noted 
that a site needs to be secured for 
the underground treatment 
tanks, the above-ground ma-
chinery, and materials required 
for operation. Then, once cost 
re-estimates are complete, 
Ridgway intends to have the 
BOS publish data for the town to 
review, schedule informational 
meetings, and eventually have a 
referendum in order to move for-
ward with the project. The timing 
now looks like June and July for the ap-
provals, with design and permitting begin-
ning this fall and construction beginning 
the following year.
	 Look for the “first flush” in summer 
2024 if all goes well.	     —Bob Meyers

Fishing Fools
Most of us have not caught the whiff of a 
Connecticut DEEP Department of Fisher-
ies’ plan to pilot an innovative mode of fish-
ing on the Housatonic River this spring. 
Exact plans are kept under wraps due to 
the potential of, according to the Connecti-
cut Office of Tourism, “overwhelming the 
village of West Cornwall with a new breed 
of ecotourist.”
	 Several local fishing guides at the 
Housatonic Fly Shop smelled something 
fishy last spring when a short article ap-
peared on the Cornwall Community Net-
work blog. It seems several new residents 
expressed distress at the sight and roar of 
low-flying helicopters cruising our river 
valley. Of course, long-time neighbors have 
known for years that Sikorsky Aircraft, 
planted at the base of the Housy in Shelton, 
regularly makes up-river test flights, espe-
cially at night.
	 But the new daytime choppers were es-
pecially concerning. A call to the Sikorsky 
public relations office confirmed no knowl-
edge of the suspect flights. The CCN re-
sponse suggested that DEEP was clandes-
tinely experimenting with a new ecotourism 
mode known as “helifishing.” Perfected in 
Nepal and Patagonia, helifishing has be-
come a rage among the nouveau riche who 
have already climbed Everest and been 
plopped on mountaintops for the ultimate 
skiing thrill.
	 The experienced helifisher uses heavily 
weighted flies and long titanium rods to 
catch (and release, of course) the prized 
Housatonic rainbow trout. Opening day for 
helifishing is suspected to be May 1. What 

do you suppose will happen when the 
Wish House and our new restaurant face an 
onslaught of the well-heeled and hordes of 
rubberneckers? Stay tuned for new chal-
lenges in the land of steady habits.

—The Reverend R. Trout Gilfin

Fiber News: 
More Than Expected
AlticeUSA, the parent company of 

Optimum, has made a large 
strategic shift to deploy a 
high-speed fiber optic net-
work throughout its national 
footprint, including an esti-
mated $50 million invest-
ment in its eight Litchfield 
County towns. The new net-
work is capable of speeds up 
to 10 Gbps. If all goes as 
planned, Cornwall will have 

this fiber network up and run-
ning by the end of 2022.

	 Two fiber cabinets are slated for 
public rights-of-way on Great Hill Road 
and Sharon Goshen Turnpike, and are cur-
rently going through the vetting process by 
our land use and selectmen’s offices. Each 
cabinet is approximately three- by six- by 
four-feet high. The cabinets serve as distri-
bution points for the fiber lines that will be 
lashed to existing poles that currently carry 
electric, cable, and telephone services. Giv-
en Cornwall’s vulnerability to electrical 
blackouts, the cabinets will be supplied 
with six-hour batteries, with mobile gener-
ators for extended outages.
	 Fiber service from the street to a resi-
dence or business is provided via an aerial 
or underground line that is then connected 
to an optical network terminal. The ONT is 
a small box mounted on the side of a build-
ing. The ONT is then connected to an opti-
cal power supply and an optical router in-
side the premises. Both the power supply 
and router will need to be purchased or 
leased by the customer. 
	 It is not yet clear whether the owners of 
long driveways will have to pay a premium 
(often hefty) to have their fiber lines pulled 
so far. That said, the cost for the new service 
should be the same as Optimum offers ev-
erywhere else in its fiber network. And Op-
timum’s current coaxial cable network will 
remain in place, at least for the near term, 
so those who don’t want to pay a premium 
for a fiber subscription can continue with 
their lower-cost cable service.
	 Optimum’s initiative is good 
news for Cornwall. A fiber network 
will make Cornwall a more desir-
able place to work and raise fam-
ilies. An informal committee 
with representatives from the 
eight Litchfield County towns 
has come together to share information and 
work with Optimum.
	 But some of our neighbors will be left 
out. Optimum is currently committed only 
to rolling out fiber within its existing foot-

print. Spectrum and Frontier say they have 
no fiber plans for Cornwall. Optimum cur-
rently claims 81.4% coaxial availability in 
Cornwall, while Spectrum covers 11.6%. 
That leaves about 7% of Cornwall with no 
internet service, apart from satellite ser-
vices. And outside of the Optimum foot-
print, Sharon, Norfolk, and others are left to 
go it largely alone, perhaps building their 
own fiber networks with help from North-
west ConneCT or entertaining a Google Fi-
ber proposal, should that come forth.

—Johan Winsser

What’s Your Favorite Word?
What does a group of clever and funny 
Chronicle writers do in their spare time? We 
decided to find out by asking them about a 
word that pleases them, even if they never 
use it.  This is not about definitions; it’s 
about why they’ve chosen that particular 
word and how they feel about it.
	 Elisabeth Kaestner: “discombobulated.” 
If you’re in that state, at least you can an-
nounce it with a fun word.
	 Betty Spence: “indefatigable.” All those 
delicious consonants.
	 Roxana Robinson: “crepuscular.” For its 
delicious sound and moment when every-
thing is turning soft and grey, the land-
scape overtaken by shadow.
	 Jim Fishman: “oxymoron.” A contradic-
tion in terms. And my favorite is “military 
intelligence.”
	 Susan Klaw: “murmuration” or a flock 
of crows. Someone just told me I had a mur-

muration of friends and fami-
lies supporting me.

	Jill Cutler: “peripatetic.” Such a 
lovely way to say wandering or 
wanderer.
	Mag Cooley: “puntini di sospensi-

one” or those three little dots that 
come in handy when you’re too lazy 

to finish a sentence properly.
	       Nancy Berry: “tintinnabulation.” 
I’ve loved the way the word sounds 
since I learned it in sixth grade studying 

Edgar Allan Poe.
	 Brenda Underwood: “schadenfreude.” 
Just the pronunciation hints at a hidden 
psychological, perhaps not-so-nice, quality.
	 Nora Horan: “troglodyte” or cave 
dweller. I thought it was an insult until I 
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learned on a trip to France that there are 
lots of people living in caves.
	 Annie Kosciusko: “spurious.” I use that 
word in my head all the time, especially 
with Covid, social media, the 
last election, and so on. It 
doesn’t roll off the tongue. 
But I think it. Often.
	 Jacque Schiller: “effer-
vescent.” The word itself 
is as lively as its meaning.
	 Audrey and Ed Ferman 
(they get two takes):  “apocalypse”—
Cornwall will survive it, but we’ll be sur-
rounded by the undead. And “dour.” Just 
because no one knows how to pronounce it.
	 Jane Bean: “dirigible.” I like the way it 
tumbles out of my mouth, though I rarely 
say it.		                —Carol Schneider

The Truffle of Lucky Pierre
His Cornwall friends call him Lucky Pierre, 
but Pierre Rabassier says, in his accented 
English, “Not lucky, crazy. Crazy Pierre.” 
Pierre was probably crazy to try to grow 
truffles in Cornwall, but he was lucky, too. 
In November last year he collected the first 
truffle ever grown in our town. 
	 The black truffle, an ugly, underground 
member of the mushroom family, is prized by 
food lovers worldwide. The half-ounce truffle 
that Pierre found would have been worth $50 
on the retail market. But he ate it himself. 
	 Pierre is vague about the exact location 
of his orchard (“Your mushroom poachers 
in Cornwall is famous”), but he let me meet 
him there. I wondered why he chose Corn-
wall. It turns out that three or four genera-
tions back, one of the Scoville women from 
Cornwall married a Frenchman and the 
family always kept a few acres “somewhere 
back from Great Hollow Road.” I asked him 
if he used sows to find the truffles. But no, 
he said. Pigs are too hard to train. He uses a 
rather frightened-looking little terrier. 
	 As I looked at his 30 or 40 still-young 
oaks inoculated with truffle spores, I said, 
“You must be very excited about what you’re 
doing.” “Yes, excited, but I hope it works. If I 
get a lot of truffles, fine: I’m a rich man. But if 
the one truffle I found last year turns out to 
be flash in a pan, then it was a truffle that cost 
me more than $20,000 an ounce.”

—Hendon Chubb, April 2006 
Note: No word about what happened to Pierre 
and his truffles. Be nice to find those trees 
though, wouldn’t it?           —The April Editors

The Little Guild’s Big Impact
There’s no doubt you’ve seen Little Guild 
volunteers walking dogs up and down 
Route 128, putting in the miles to keep ca-
nines in need healthy and happy. The local 
animal shelter can comfortably accommo-
date 16 dogs and 25 cats, but its success has 
strained the current capacity. “We saved 
even more animals in 2021 than in 2020, 
and really we have reached our limit on 
space,” says Executive Director Jennifer 

Langendoerfer. 
	   Founded in 1960 by Muriel Alvord 
Ward and Eleanora Kleinschmidt, the Little 

Guild is the largest limited intake (no-
kill) shelter in northwest Con-
necticut. The 3,000-square-

foot facility is not just a 
pitstop for homeless cats 
and dogs, but a place of re-

habilitation and learning so 
that these animals can thrive 

with the right family. 
	 Remaining a part of the Cornwall com-
munity is a priority to the Little Guild, and it 
is hoped it can expand rather than move. A 
non-profit organization, the guild raises 75% 
of its operating expenses through adoption 
fees and donations. The proceeds of fund-
raising this year are intended in part to ex-
tend the facilities to include a quarantine area 
for dogs and a training area for classes. 
	 The nonprofit’s biggest fundraiser of 
the year, the Great Country Mutt Show, is 
free and open to the public. The event 
brings back its signature Westminster-style 
dog show that celebrates all breeds 
and creeds on Sunday, June 5, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Lime 
Rock Park. The Mutt Show 
will be judged by a panel 
of celebrity guests, led by 
theatrical animal trainer 
Bill Berloni.  
	 The Little Guild is always looking for 
volunteers. Check out littleguild.org or 
email volunteer@littleguild.org. 

—Brittany McAllister

Cornwall Briefs
• The Castle in Cornwall Valley, brought 
back to life by its current owners, Russell 
Barton and Susan Stone, is again for sale. 
The ask is $6.5 million. For those of us 
priced out of a castle, help is on the way. 
• A Housing Plan Implementation Com-
mittee was named by the Board of Select-
men in mid-March to recommend how best 
to assist people financially in their search 
for attainable living space. Options include 
a trust or some other vehicle which make 
renting or buying a reality. A housing ad-
vocate’s role will also be studied. 
	 Volunteer members are: Maggie Cool-
ey, Ella Clark, Jill Cutler, Priscilla   Pavel, 
Livia Corredor, Pam Weltzein, Ingrid Ellen, 
Jessica Brackman, Heather Dinneen and 
(ex-officio) Gordon Ridgway. The en-
deavor will be supported by Jocelyn 
Ayer and a $5,000 grant from the 
Litchfield County Center for 
Housing Opportunity. 
• The Town Budget is inching 
its way through its review pro-
cess, leaving a trail of good news 
for taxpayers. The grand list, 
buoyed by recent home sales, has 
increased 19.26%. If revenue and 
expenditures stay as they are in the 
mid-March draft budget, the mill 
rate could go down 10.84%, 

from 16.69 to 14.88. Fingers crossed! A pub-
lic hearing on the budget is now set for Fri-
day, April 22, at 7 p.m. at CCS, in person. 
Stay tuned about Zoom.
• New Assessor. Kayla Johnson has been 
appointed by the selectmen to be Corn-

wall’s assessor as of July 1. She replaces 
Barbara Bigos, who is retiring.

—Lisa L. Simont

A Family Affair
Susan Saccardi, often known as Suzie, came 
to Cornwall from Long Island in 2007 with 

her husband, Stephen, and their four 
children. Suzie herself was the fifth 
of six children, and her strong fami-
ly orientation persists to this day. 

HOME-GROWN HEROS
	 When our guesthouse caught fire in late 
February it was like watching it all happen to 
someone else. It was so surreal to see part of 
your home burning.
	 When the Cornwall volunteer firefighters 
arrived, we saw men and women who we run 
into every day become this well-choreographed 
team. They jumped into action, laying out hos-
es, putting up ladders, each one working indi-
vidually, but also as a team. 
	 You are everyday heroes and we are lucky to 
have you!		   —Pam and Walter Irving

LET’S KEEP IT A SECRET
	 There was a ripple of support on Facebook 
toward the end of February to ask the Chronicle 
to discover the identity of the covert trimmer of 
the tiny pine tree on Furnace Brook Road. Sum-

mer and winter, the furtive decorator de-
lights passersby with seasonally appro-
priate geegaws. I look every time I drive 

by and I bet you do too.
	      As one of the Chronicle 

editors this month, howev-
er, I draw the line at prying 
loose the identity of the fur-

tive trimmer. There are few clues 
out there, although several people have noticed 
that often the tree is decorated only halfway up 
as if the stealth trimmer were on the short side 
and couldn’t reach all the way to the top branch.
	 Even with this bit of info, there are precious 
few useful leads. What are we going to do? In-
terview all the undersized people in Cornwall? 
Even if there were more leads, I wouldn’t want 
to know about them. I like not knowing who’s 
surprising us now and then with Christmas 
bulbs and valentines, or little flags and stream-
ers. Let it remain a mystery, a hole-and-corner 
nighttime special op.
	 I’ve used up most of the Thesaurus words 
for “secret” by now, so I rest my case: I just 
don’t want to know.	                —Lisa L. Simont
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
	 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org

CORNWALL CHRONICLE
cornwallchronicle.org

THIS MONTH
Lisa Simont, Carol Schneider and Jacque Schiller, Editors

Michael Heming, Illustrations

NEXT MONTH
Ann Gold, Jayne Ridgway and Kerry Donahue, Editors

rcg16@yahoo.com, 142jayner@gmail.com or 
kerry@kerrydonahue.com

MANAGING EDITOR Ruth Epstein

CALENDAR EDITOR Cara Weigold
calendar@cornwallchronicle.org

ILLUSTRATIONS EDITOR Valorie Fisher
valorie@valoriefisher.com

CIRCULATION Robert Adzema, Nan and John Bevans

DIRECTORS
Paul De Angelis, PRESIDENT

Annie Kosciusko, VICE PRESIDENT
Ann Gold, SECRETARY

Tom Barrett, TREASURER
Kerry Donahue • Gregory Galloway • Erin Hedden 
Juergen Kalwa • Jonathan Landman • Bob Meyers 

Jacque Schiller • Lisa L. Simont
Tom and Margaret Bevans, FOUNDERS

When asked at the age of seven what she 
wanted to be when she grew up, she said, 
“I want to be a mom.”
	 Suzie decided to start baking when she 
got to Cornwall, making cakes and pies for 
sale, and the rest is history. The business 
took off, she put in a certified kitchen, and 
soon she was selling at the farmers’ market. 
“My biggest compliment,” she says, “is 
when someone tells me that my cakes and 
pies remind them of their grandmother’s.”
	 It didn’t take long for her brood to get 
involved in Cornwall as well. Her husband 
is an electrician, which adds another pro-
fession to the family’s skills. Beth, 31, is 
married to Garrick Dinneen, with two chil-
dren, and is a teacher; she helps out with 
the baking. Brian, 27, is pursuing a 
Ph.D. at UMass, and helps 
the business with IT and 
printing. Dean, 21, was re-
cently elected to the Board 
of Education, and has be-
come Suzie’s partner in 
the baking business. 
He learned to bake during 
Covid and his specialty is making the 
bread. And Dana, 16, in high school, is the 
cake decorator. Every Saturday evening, 
“the kids” all come home for dinner. 
	 Life was very good until, in May 2017, a 
fire broke out one night while the family 
was home. Everyone escaped, but the 
house was destroyed (and ultimately re-
built). They borrowed a summer cabin, and 
then lived with Beth and Garrick. The com-
munity donated clothing, food, shelter, and 
companionship: “incredible support,” Suz-
ie recalls.
	 The future looks rosy. Suzie will have a 
store of her own, Suzie’s Bakery, at the for-
mer flower store near St. Bridget’s, at #2, 
Route 7, now owned by Megan Mollica 
with her gardens and landscaping business. 
Suzie’s creations will still be at The Local in 
West Cornwall and at the village farmers’ 
market, but her new store will have expand-
ed inventory, including ice cream, bagels 
with toppings, smoothies, and yogurt par-
faits. There will be a changing monthly 
menu following the seasons, and the em-
phasis will be on the flavors, not the sugar. 
Suzie hopes to open on March 31.

—Carol Schneider

Events & Announcements
Art in Cornwall
	 The National Iron Bank will showcase 
the photography of Lazlo Gyorsok begin-
ning April 1.
	 “Honoring Nature,” an exhibit of paint-
ings by Treasa Pattison, will be shown at the 
UCC Parish House from April 3 through 
May 22. The paintings were inspired by the 
glorious legacy trees that no longer stand at 
Housatonic Meadows State Park. Opening 
reception is Sunday, April 3, at 11:30 a.m.  
Viewings on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 
Sundays from 10 until noon (except April 
10); and by appointment with the artist at 
860-218-0246.
	 At the Cornwall Library, the exhibit of 
photography by Nick Jacobs can be viewed 
through April 9. An exhibit of works by Peter 

Cusack will open April 16 with a reception 
at 5 p.m. It will be on view until May 28.

The Assessor’s Office for the town of 
Cornwall is accepting applications 
for the Renter’s Rebate for Elderly 

and Totally Disabled. Applicants 
must be 65 or older or 100% dis-

abled and a renter in the town of 
Cornwall. The income limit for this program 
is $38,100 for single and $46,400 for married. 
The filing period is April 1 to October 1, 2022. 
Please contact the assessor’s office at 672-
2703 for an application and the requirements 
for applying. 

At the Cornwall Library
	 Virginia Woolf scholar Anne E. Fernald 
will be interviewed by Roxana Robinson on 
April 3 at 4 p.m. For Zoom access and more 
details, register at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 “Who Wrote the Bible and Why on 
Earth Does It Matter?” A conversation be-
tween Martien Halvorson-Taylor and Fran-
ny Taliaferro will be held April 10 at 5 p.m. 
They explore what we know about who 
wrote the Hebrew Bible and the meaning of 
“writing” and “authorship” in the ancient 
world and ours. Register with the library 
for Zoom access.
	 Ice cream party for children’s reading 
challenge participants on Saturday, April 
16, at 1 p.m. Email cornwalllibraryya@
gmail.com to register.
	 Earth Day Panel: “Local Efforts to Com-
bat Climate Change.” Friday, April 22, at 4 
p.m. Jim LaPorta of Litchfield Hills Solar, 
local historian Jeremy Brecher, and First Se-
lectman Gordon Ridgway. For Zoom ac-
cess, register with the library. 

Cornwall Park and Rec Community Spring 
Fest Saturday, April 9, from 10 a.m. to noon 

Spring Promise
Your gifts allow the Chronicle to blossom. 
Contribute generously and help us bring the 
many voices of Cornwall to your mailbox.

on Cornwall Village Green. Hunt for eggs, 
Easter crafts, and a visit by the Park and Rec 
Bunny!

Cornwall Conservation Trust: For the ac-
tivities listed below, please follow Covid 
precautions and dress to repel ticks.  
	 On April 9 at 10 a.m., help build a trail 
on CCT’s Matland Preserve with Barton 
Jones, Casey Cook, and Terry Burke. Gloves 
provided. Wear boots. Bring water. Meet at 
the CCT office at 7 Railroad Square in West 
Cornwall. 
	 On April 23 at 10 a.m., CCT’s Barton Jones 
will introduce the Blue Trail Spur on the Fur-
nace Brook Preserve. Meet at Foote Field. 
	 A follow-up hike and talk on local in-
sects by Dr. Rob Clark will march off on 
April 30 at 1 p.m. Meet at the Dibble Hill 
entrance to the Trinity Preserve. He will 
cover both the good and bad bugs, pollina-
tors to invasives. You can see Rob’s original 
talk on the Cornwall Library website. 

Barberry Hackathon: April 10, 10 a.m. 
Learn about this invasive nuisance. Gather 
at 10 Pine Street. (See insert.)

New  beginner  T’ai Chi Ch’uan class: 
Wednesdays, from 5 to 6 p.m., Foote Field pa-
vilion. First class: April 27. Cost: $50/month 
(first class is free). For more information call 
672-6726 or email davidcolbert7@gmail.com.

Reminder to seniors and college students 
to apply for your 2022-2023 initial or ongo-
ing Housatonic Valley Institute Scholar-
ship. Opportunities also exist for those 
seeking educational adventures over the 
summer and for teachers looking to fund 
programs. Email 1heidikearns1@gmail.com.



Cornwall Barberry Hackathon

Eliminating invasive Barberry from your yard and woods will
lower the tick population up to 60%. It will also allow native

plants to sprout back into your woodland. 



Let’s rally this year to reduce invasive Barberry from Cornwall!



Join the Cornwall Garden Club for demonstrations
and information on how to rid your property of

invasive Barberry safely and effectively. 



April 10th at 10:00 am

Meet at: 
10 Pine Street in Cornwall Village



For more information and to RSVP

 please email: cornwallgardenclub1@gmail.com



Sponsored by the Cornwall Garden Club 
in association with Cornwall Conservation Trust and Cornwall Conservation Commission



Plywood cutouts of Papa Bears, Mama 

Bears, and Bear Cubs will be painted 

and/or decorated by Cornwallians. 

Would you like a Cornwall Bear to 

paint and/or decorate?  

Think of the fun you'll have making 

your bear and the smiles it'll bring 

to everyone who sees it after we 

install it somewhere in Cornwall for 

the summer.

Sunday, May 1 at The Cornwall Library, 30 Pine Street
5pm: Bring-Your-Own-Team dinner (optional)

6 pm: Trivia Game Starts

TRIVIA NIGHT

Fun in store for teams of up to 6 people to answer trivia questions, with 
reactions ranging from “We knew that!” to “We should've known that!!!" 

Space is limited and pre-registration is required. 
$7 per person to play — all funds donated to the Cornwall Library. 

To register your team email us at CornwallAssociationInc@gmail.com.

Generous funding for this project from The Cornwall Foundationand National Iron Bank 

CORNWALLTHE 

A CORNWALL COMMUNITY

ART PROJECT

Visit CornwallAssociation.org for more information about this 

community project and to submit your request for a bear.


