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Perfect Trinity

Calculating the importance of the United
Church of Christ and its Parish House is ex-
tremely difficult. Perhaps it’s because, in its
current incarnation, the UCC serves our
community in so many different ways.
While the UCC’s origins coincided with the
very formation of Cornwall’s town govern-
ment, and the construction of its Meeting
House was originally meant for its congre-
gants’ sectarian use, it has somehow
evolved into a Cornwall necessity.

Food, that most basic need, is some-
thing the UCC helps provide extraordinari-
ly well. The basement of the Meeting House
houses the Cornwall Food Pantry, a vital
resource for many families week after
week. The UCC also hosts many communi-
ty meals, including a New Year’s Day Pan-
cake breakfast, Election Day lunch, and
many others throughout the year.

Both Gordon Ridgway, our first select-
man, and Michelle Shipp, our Park and Rec
chairperson, see the UCC as our de facto
community center, and it is currently the
only facility around that can function as
one. “It’s got potties and parking,” Michelle
quips. Not to mention, the UCC has one of
the only Torrington Area Health District’s
approved kitchens in the area, making it a
trifecta, (or if you will, perfect trinity with a
small “t”) for hosting events.

Along with food services, the UCC

hosts blood drives, provides a central venue
for covid and flu vaccine clinics, and, because
of its generator, acts as a shelter/phone-
charging station during weather emergen-
cies. Add to that, frequent art exhibitions,
social hours, Halloween and cake-walk car-
nival events, a pop-up “kids only” shopping
mall for holiday gifts, and its participation in
the annual town rummage sale.

Serving as that unofficial community
center, however, does take a toll on the fa-
cilities. The buildings require maintenance,
repair, and even renovation. It seems that
everyone with a stake in the UCC wants it
to continue to thrive. Becky Hurlburt, who
oversees the food pantry, put it this way:
“Everyone is interested in making this
work, and work efficiently and critically.”

So when Bill Berry, the church board of
trustees chairman, asked for $15,000 from
the town at a recent selectmen’s meeting, it
seems he was heard loud and clear. No
budget item was immediately implement-
ed, but the plea highlighted the UCC’s
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valuable, nonsectarian contributions to
the town, and its need for town support.
Ridgway acknowledged “an increasingly
close relationship to the UCC...[but] this is
something where the UCC is going to need
to apply every year.”

Micki Nunn-Miller, the UCC’s pastor,
framed its role this way. “We have a re-
source that can be used by many groups.
Our goal is to bring the community togeth-
er for good things. It's not necessarily to
make religious people. We welcome every-
one as they are, where they are on the jour-
ney of life. That’s our mission. Somebody
might say, why should the town help with
your mission? But they’re helping with a
building that they can use also.” Sounds
like the goals of a community center, no?

—Ben Lesch

Eggstra, Eggstra,
Read All About It

The poor egg. Once lauded as the king of
the American breakfast, this wondrous
source of dietary protein has weathered
many ups and downs. First, challenged as
harmful to cholesterol management, then,
recognized as a contributor to good choles-
terol. More recently celebrated as a symbol
of conscious consumption. The latest? It is
scarce and sticker-shock-level expensive.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) already working in Cornwall. Goodbye to Friends
It will take a number of steps to get the
One local cafe reported paying $49.50 in  project off the ground. The first one: a fol- Hernan Sanhueza
Ann Miller Schillinger

October for 15 dozen and in March paying
$142.89 for the same quantity. And, the dis-
tributor only supplied half of the order. As
a result, some local establishments charge
more on egg dishes.

At least intrepid local suppliers are not
to blame. Over the last few weeks, I met
with these stalwart producers who
continue to cultivate their flocks
while demand has significant-
ly increased. Keeping up with
that is a challenge. Imploring a hen to
produce more eggs doesn’t really work.
Hens lay fewer eggs during the darker
winter days and quickly increasing the
number of them isn’t easy either. Farmers
can’t just go to the local agricultural supply
store and pick up significant quantities of
laying hens. Rather, orders for day-old-
chicks were placed months ago and were
only delivered in mid-March.

Of course, with frequent reports of Avi-
an Influenza—H5N1 (HPAI) or bird flu, we
all wonder about future availability and
safety. The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) monitors wild bird migra-
tion, commercial, and backyard flocks
(www.public dashboard.dl.usda.gov). In
2025, there have been no detections in back-
yard flocks in Connecticut. Health issues
with domestic ducks or poultry should be
immediately reported to USDA at 860-713-
2505 or ctstate.vet@ct.gov.

Birders should be happy to hear that so
far HPAI has not been found in songbirds.
Which makes me grateful for this remark-
able corner of the world and the prudent
local farmers who provide us with such a
special bounty.

I think it's time to go break some eggs
for an omelet. Bon appetit! —Robin Gray

Lots of opportunity

Ever since a lien auction freed up an un-
used 12-acre parcel on Route 7 at the end of
2023, its new owner had kept pretty mum.
But in February David Berto, a developer
out of Enfield with an impressive resume of
helping Connecticut communities create af-
fordable and supportive housing, was
ready to give more than just an update. At a
workshop-style event in the library, he pre-
sented a video of the tract between the
Cornwall Inn and the Calf & Clover Cream-
ery farm, a precise new map, and professed
confidence. The site is “buildable,” he said.
And it offers “lots of opportunity” to solve
some of Cornwall’s housing needs to the
tune of up to 24 residential units.

The complex would be managed by the
non-profit Cornwall Housing Corporation,
the well-respected custodian of Kugeman
Village and Bonney Brook. Ginni Block, its
president, emphasized its priorities: “The
greatest need are rental units.” The target
group are families with children who are

low-up to the brownfield mediation effort
of the Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection (DEEP) a quarter century
ago after it was discovered that a portion of
the lot had been contaminated
with chemicals dumped by a
factory in Cornwall Bridge,
owned by the same business-
man. New testing will deter-
mine if any of the lot needs to
be off-limits for further devel-
opment.

The next phase would map
out access roads, building sites,

parking spaces, wells, septic

fields, and other installations
and help calculate the total cost
in order to apply for financial aid
from the Connecticut Department
of Housing.

The packed room of workshop partici-
pants developed quite a few ideas. What
stood out: Despite its location at the pe-
riphery of the town, the housing cluster
should avoid fostering any sense of isolation.

Cornwall’s housing needs were high-
lighted separately in a letter the Board
of Selectmen sent to the Planning and
Zoning Commission with a request
to allow building on smaller lots.
Right now, the requirement is three—or
even five acres—depending on the zone.
“Cornwall’s present minimum lot sizes are
the largest in the region, if not the state,”
First Selectman Gordon Ridgway said
during the discussion. The median price of
houses in town has soared to over a million
dollars, up from $350,000 four years ago.
“There is a lot of land in town,” he added.
Allowing for more construction would
“help grow the tax base,” which is another
concern, since the most recent grand list
didn’t go up, but came down.

—Juergen Kalwa

Renaming Floodgates

In case you happened to miss it, at 6 p.m.
on the fourth of March at the monthly {
Cornwall Board of Selectmen meet-
ing, four seventh-graders from
CCS made a very cogent plea to
rename a road in Cornwall.
Perhaps inspired by the seem-
ingly effortless maneuver to
rename a certain gulf south of
us, the girls wrote to the Planning
and Zoning Commission, detailing the
history of one Naomi Cain Freeman, a
slave adopted in 1801 by Cornwall resident
Gen. John Sedgwick. In 1828, Naomi pur-
chased an acre of land, a very rare occur-
rence for a black woman at that time, near
what is now Great Hollow Road. The girls
wished to honor her historical significance
by renaming a portion of the road “Naomi
Cain Freeman Road.” While board mem-
bers were circumspect, they agreed to move

Land Transfers

Deborah Picchione and Susan Haller Larson,
Trustees, to Jordyn-Ashley Black, 5.001 acres of
land with buildings and improvements thereon

at 2 Bell Road Extension, for $320,000.

Marjorie Gracey Revocable Trust to 36 Pine
Street, LLC, two parcels of land with buildings
and improvements thereon at 36 Pine Street,
for $140,000.

Robert A. Parker Estate to Alexandra Kambanis,
two parcels of land with buildings and
improvements thereon at 22 River Road,
for $326,000.

the petition forward to April’s meeting,
where they may authorize the inclusion of
an honorary sign to accompany the existing

Great Hollow name. Gordon Ridgway,
first selectman, cautioned that 911 or-
dinances would need to be updated,
maps, and offices notified. “We want
to be clear that this is a pretty ex-
traordinary circumstance. We're not
starting a big trend here renaming
things,” Ridgway explained sternly, and as
ithappens, prophetically.

This gesture by the Board of Selectmen
unwittingly opened the door to a flurry of
new requests. Eighth-graders, also from
CCS, have already petitioned the town to
consolidate the plethora of town names, post
offices, and zip codes.

From the eighth-graders’ letter: “Please
justify the existence of three post offices and
zip codes in a town with a population as low
as Cornwall. We ask for the immediate elim-
ination of all superfluous, redundant names,
zip codes, and post offices. West Cornwall,
East Cornwall, Cornwall Hollow, Cornwall
Village (or Plains!), North Cornwall, Dudley-
town, Dark Entry Forest, Cornwall Bridge,
which isn’t even near the covered bridge, by
the way. They are all Cornwall.” The board is

considering the consolidation of all
names to simply “Cornwall,” with the
possible exception of Dark Entry For-
est, due to bygone rumors that it is still
haunted and because the spooky
sounding name will continue to deter
trespassers.

Not to be outdone, and with a
temerity that belies their age,
first-graders at CCS have added
their voices to open the renaming
floodgates with the following
letter to the board: “Our streets
are really hard to spell,” they plead. “Bally-
hack, Poughkeepsie, Huempfner, Schieffe-
lin. It's not fair. We do not all live on Lake
Road! And when we go to New York City,
all the streets are numbers or letters, which
we think is much easier and more logical.
Since the hundredth day of school has
passed, and we have now all learned our
alphabet and counting, we would like you
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to rename Cornwall streets from one to one
hundred or A to Z. Thank you, the First
Grade at CCS.”

The board is scrutinizing all new mo-
tions from students and will have a deci-
sion in the coming weeks. Check Google
Maps for updates. —Opal Floris

Raving about Ravi

The success of social media has re-
vealed a soft spot for so-called pet
content, sometimes with unforesee-
able consequences. Take the recent case
of a video on TikTok, the world’s most
popular platform of its kind, and Ravi,
an “8-year-old sleek black feline” (Miami
Herald). He became a star because of an
unusual behavioral trait. Different from
common cats, he is “too affectionate”
and had been abandoned by his owners
for that reason alone. Lucky for him he
was brought to the right place: the Lit-
tle Guild in Cornwall.

The shelter’s short video presenta-
tion became an instant sensation,
clicked by more than 14 million view-
ers all around the world. This was followed
by a medium-sized publicity tsunami in
traditional media when the CBS station in
Hartford featured Ravi and the Little Guild.
The piece was quickly picked up by TV
news channels in faraway places like Colo-
rado Springs and New Orleans, which
pulled the heartstrings of well-known na-
tional media outlets. That's why Ravi and
the Little Guild deserve a lot of credit: they
did more to get Cornwall into the headlines
than anyone before.

Perhaps more importantly, the cover-
age prompted countless adoption requests.
And so, the mission was accomplished.
Ravi, “a great guy” who “loves to be right
in the middle of things,” as Ann DeCerbo,
the guild’s director of marketing and tech-
nology, described him, found a new home.

By the way, it was not the only splash
the town made in recent weeks. Another
one was even heard across the ocean on the
airwaves of BBC Cornwall, the regional ra-
dio channel, where First Selectman Gordon
Ridgway and Economic Development
Committee member Jane Herold talked
about our Cornwall, one of a handful of
places around the globe with that name.
Now we are waiting to see if that kind of
fame will bring curious visitors and if they
will feel the spirit of these lines in the most
memorable song of the most memorable
musical about Ravi and his peers: “If you
touch me/You'll understand what happi-
ness is.” —Juergen Kalwa

Cornwall Briefs

* The town of Cornwall helped achieve an
important environmental goal last year
when the state amended its statute regard-
ing herbicide spraying along railroad
rights-of-way. The new law limits the use
of herbicides with EPA warnings about wa-

ter contamination, and requires mapping
and avoidance of spraying near wells, aqui-
fers, streams, and rivers. Concerned resi-
dents need to understand that these new
requirements will not go into effect until
2026. This year’s spring spraying will look
just like last year’s.

* This April is the 15th
anniversary of Ruth Ep-
stein’s taking over as man-
aging editor for the April
2010 issue of the Chronicle. Be-
fore her it was Tom Bechtle.

* The town of Cornwall has an
open position for an experienced
highway maintainer. Applications
at town hall.

* Roads will be resealed the last part
of April in the Cream Hill/Cogswell
area with a chip seal. Patience greatly
appreciated.

e The America 250 Planning Committee
seeks members. Contact the selectmen’s
office. —John W. W. Zeiser

Events and Announcements

Assessor’s Office is accepting applications
for the Renter’s Rebate for Elderly and To-
tally Disabled. Applicants must be 65 or
older or 100% disabled and a renter in the
town of Cornwall. The income limit for this
program is $45,200 for singles and $55,100
for married. The filing period is April 1 to
September 30, 2025. Please contact the as-
sessor’s office for an application and the
requirements for applying.

Beginners’ Tai Chi Wednesdays, from 4:45
to 5:45 p.m., town hall. First class April 2.
$15/class (first class free.) More information
from Dave at 672-6726 or davidcolbert7@

gmail.com.

The Cornwall Republican Town
Committee will meet at the Corn-
wall Library on April 3 to select dele-
gates for the State Central Convention
at7 p.m.

At the Library

Art class with Collette Hurst:
Paint Spring in Watercolor, April 5,
12, and 19 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. $75
includes all three Saturday sessions,
payable to the instructor at class. Cre-
ate colorful spring landscapes in wa-
tercolor. Focus on color mixing,
brushstrokes, and washes. All levels
welcome. Supply list provided upon
registration. Registration is required at
cornwalllibrary.org.

On April 5 at 5 p.m., Community Health
and Wellness Center CEO Joanne Borduas
and nurse practitioners Cay Hosterman,
Elizabeth Ridgway, and Rebecca Malone
will discuss the center’s services and pro-
grams at the Northwest Corner’s only fed-
erally qualified health center. Registration

is requested at cornwalllibrary.org.
Celebrate Earth Day, April 22, at noon.

Letter to the
Chronicle

ALONG THE HOLLENBECK

Would just like to thank you for your infor-
mative and intriguing article in the Chronicle
about the lovely Hollenbeck River. It was great
to learn about the history of this watercourse,
including its Dutch name, its length, some of
the wildlife, and notes from both Cornwall and
Canaan. Thanks for doing that.

I've always enjoyed knowing about this little
river, and seeing it at various places while driv-
ing, and have done some photography along it
too. On one memorable day in May, 1984, my
North Canaan friends Peter and Suzanne Coe
and I paddled upstream on the Hollenbeck from
Point of Rocks Road (Falls Village) up into Rob-
bins Swamp, only two or three days following
the legendary “100-year flood” which filled the
Housatonic River Valley, to the point where the
Sharon portion of Route 7 was completely under
water. We were able to paddle on crystal clear
water, moving quietly upstream. I will never
forget looking down from the surface at the tops
of the cinnamon and interrupted fern leaves,
gently wafting in the slow current.

The very first Spring Bird Walk that I led for
our Cornwall Park and Rec in 1999 went along
the Hollenbeck, from Lake Road downriver
through the pasture. Back then we had rare,
breeding golden-winged warblers right there in
the willows; a pair of kingfishers nesting in their
burrow in the river’s banks; wood ducks and
spotted sandpipers I recall, and more. Plus, a
singing winter wren (incredible song) and Lou-
isiana waterthrushes along the small, rocky
feeder stream which runs downbhill to the Hol-
lenbeck along Ford Hill Road. And for some
years now, my PT post and kestrel nest box
there in the big pasture hosts successful pairs of
“kessies” each spring.

A quick note: at the tail end of your piece,
you mention “brown trout, a revered native
species.” Perhaps that is a typo and you meant

brook trout. Brown trout were brought to this
) country in 1883 from Germany (to Michigan)
and were soon stocked—for fishing recre-
ation—in many northeastern USA streams,
and are today still a common mainstay of
the fishery (self-sustaining) in most
states. —Art Gingert

o

Katie Freygang will lead a discus-
sion about Karen Armstrong’s Sacred
Nature. Attendees are invited to bring
their own favorite books about nature
or the environment. Online registration is
required.

Storytime with Rita Delgado. Saturday,
April 26, from 10:30 .M. to noon. Jump into
a magical book-filled interactive reading
time with Miss Rita.

Acclaimed poet and West Cornwall res-
ident Phillis Levin reads from her sixth col-
lection, An Anthology of Rain (2025), at 5 p.Mm.
on Saturday, April 26. Her books will be

(continued on page 4)
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available for sale. Registration is required at
cornwalllibrary.org.

“The Second Person: Poetry Workshop
with Phillis Levin,” April 27 at noon. Stu-
dents will explore the power of direct
address in poetry. Experiment with
(and experience) the vital charge
of this ancient rhetorical strategy.
Feel free to bring a poem already
composed. Open to all writers
and readers; enrollment is limited
to 12. $25 for the workshop, schol-
arships available. Online registration
required.

Registration is open for two Library
summer camp sessions: July 14 to July 18,
and July 28 to August 1. The program pro-
vides a variety of activities, including arts
and crafts, and time for reading and cre-
ative writing. Open to students entering
second through fifth grades this coming
fall. Camp costs $100 per week. Space is
limited and requires online registration.

Park and Recreation

Sunday, April 6, Spring Celebration 1 to
2 pr.Mm. at Foote Field (rain or shine.) Deco-
rate eggs, make slime with Makayla, take a
picture with the Park and Rec Bunny, and
hunt for Easter eggs. Separate areas and
times for various age groups.

Tuesday, April 8, Community/Senior
Lunch at UCC Parish House at 12 p.m.
MUST RSVP by April 6 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.

Wednesday, April 16, Community So-
cial Hour 3 to 4 p.m. Drop by UCC Parish
House for snacks and drinks with friends.

Tuesday, April 22, Community/Senior
Breakfast UCC Parish House at 9 a.m. Must
RSVP by April 20.

Art in Cornwall

At the UCC Parish House, “To Wel- @

come Spring: A Show of Kinetic, Textile,

and Graphic Arts” by artists Susan Hell- w

mann, Ellen Moon, and Richard Griggs,
April 6 to May 15. The opening recep-
tion will be on Sunday, April 6, from 11:30
AM. to 1:30 p.m. Gallery hours are Monday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon,

Money Pitch

Eggs are expensive and hard to find. Don’t
let that happen to the Chronicle. Support
your community with a donation online
or by check to: PO Box 6, West Cornwall,
CT 06796.

Sundays from 10 A.M. to noon, and by ap-
pointment with one of the artists. For fur-
ther info, please call 672-6840.

Art opening at the Cornwall Library:
“Traces, Places and Faces.” Works on paper
. by Sari Goodfriend and Eddie Watkins.

A Opening reception on April 19 at 5 p.m.
Show hangs until June 7. Registra-
tion requested for the opening re-

ception at cornwalllibrary.org.
Please join us for the artist
reception for Ken Krug’s “Coun-
try Roads and City Streets,” at
the Souterrain Gallery in West
Cornwall, Saturday, April 26, from 3
to 6 .M. The exhibit runs through June.
More info at souterraingallery.net.

Cornwall Conservation Trust

Evening Songs and Stories of Frogs and
Salamanders: Join us Friday, April 11, 7 p.m.
at Welles Preserve for a unique presenta-
tion led by ecologist and CCS science teach-
er Joe Markow. Dress warmly, wear old
shoes or boots, and bring a flashlight. No
dogs. Any changes will be posted at
CornwallConservationTrust.org.

Saturday, April 26, Clean Up Cornwall.
Get out and clean up the roads near you or
your favorite trails in Cornwall. Trash bags,
safety vests, and a dumpster will be
in the village courtesy of C&M Cart-
ing. 0
Hike with naturalists Terry Burke 0
and Deb Bennett around the Rattle-
snake Preserve on Saturday, April 26,
10 a.Mm. for a seasonal survey of flora and
fauna. No dogs.

Welcoming Neo-Tropical Migrating
Birds in May: Sunday, April 27, at 4 r.m.,
Dr. Larry Master, conservation biologist,
zoologist, and photographer, presents a
Zoom program featuring migrants return-
ing through Cornwall. Look for a link at the

CCT website closer to the date.
CCT Trail Crew Invitation: Join
a merry band led by Terry Burke and
Bart Jones to help with the preserves’
trail maintenance. Send name, email,
and phone to cornwallconservationtrust@
gmail.com. Members will be notified peri-
odically and spontaneously depending on
weather. Come when you can. Most work
concentrated in the spring, but continues
through summer.

Sign up for CCT Events: CCT is gearing
up with a full schedule of hikes and pro-
grams. Sign up on our website for newslet-
ters, e-blasts, and a special list for sponta-
neous pop-up hikes.

The Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc.
is pleased to offer a maximum grant of

$1,000 to graduating high school students
or residents of Region One enrolled in col-
lege. More information and application at:

cornwallconservationtrust.org. Deadline is
May 1, 2025.

CCS Kindergarten Registration for the
2025-2026 school year will be held on
Tuesday, April 29, and Wednesday, April
30, for children born between January 1 and
August 31, 2020. Please call the school office
at 672-6617 to schedule a time for your
child to visit the school. Parents must bring
current immunization records, birth certifi-
cate, and proof of residency. Please visit
cornwallconsolidatedschool.com, scroll down
and click on New Student Registration to
fill out the pre-registration form.

Cornwall Historical Society is pleased to
announce a new subject guide presenting
information on resources in our archives
related to Cornwall’'s Black and Native
communities, made possible by a grant
from the National Historic Publications
and Records Commission. Available at

cornwallhistoricalsociety.org.

Housatonic Valley Institute Scholarships
for higher education are available to high
school senior Cornwall residents,
$7,000 for college (application due
May 15,) High School Student Area
of Study Program Scholarships, up
to $2,000 (year-round applications)
and Adult Education Scholarships, up
to $2,000 (year-round applications.) Appli-
cations available at CornwallCT.org at the
bottom of the Local Non-Profits tab.
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Gardener’s Adventure to

the Hudson Valley

Saturday; June 14
10:45 am-2:30 pm

Books & Blooms Benefit

for the Cornwall Library

Friday; June 20
5:00 pm_flower drop off

L.et’s Meet in the Garden

Saturday; July 5
11:00 am—12:30 pm

Let’s Meet in the Garden

Saturday; July 19
11:00 am—12:30 pm

Let’s Meet in the Garden

Saturday, August 9
11:00 am—12:30 pm

Milk Jug Seed

Starting Workshop

Saturday; September 13
2:00 pm-3:30 pm

Gardener’s Adventure
with John Funt

lall date TBA
Time TBA

1,000 Bulb Cornwall

Community Planting

Saturday; October 11
10:00 am-—12:00 pm

Private tour with head farmer Alex Kohler at the renowned
Stonewood Farms, a wholistic organic farm of exceptional
beauty, followed by casual cook-house lunch with culinary
director Kristen Essig. Walkabout at splendid natural
habitat, Innisfree, Millbrook, NY. Stonewood Fee S50

($30 is tax deductable) Space is limited.

RSVP by Wed. June 4

A communily volunteer opportunity to lend a helping hand
to the Library. Donate a small flower arrangement out of
your garden for display at the annual benefit party.

Bring arrangements to the Cornwall Library.

No RSVP necessary.

Join gardeners Chuck Short and Chet Krayewski at their
home, the Yale Farm. Limit 10 people. Free.

RSVP by Wednesday, July 2.

Join gardener Elizabeth Garber Daniels at her historic
North Street home in Litchfield, CT. Limit 10 people. Free.
RSVP by Wednesday, July 16.

Join gardener Gary Steinkohl to explore his garden with
wild and native plantings. Limit 10 people. Free.

RSVP by Wednesday, August 6.

Learn the secrets to seed stratification for fall/winter seed
starting with Heidi Cunnick. Participants take away their
own nnlk jug greenhouse. Event followed by refr eshments.
Yelping Hill Barn. Materials $5. Limit 15 people

RSVP by Wednesday, September 3.

A rare opportunilty to visit the studio and garden of artist
John Funt. Learn how he is mspired by his garden and
surroundings in his exquisite work. Norfolk, CT.

Limited to 10 people. Charitable donation TBA.

RSVP TBA.

Help us finish the field of blooms! Bulbs provided.

Bring a trowel or drill. Hot cider and donuts. S10 suggested
donation. Cornwall Town Hall Field. Rain or shine.

No RSVP required.

All events take place in the town of Cornwall, CT unless otherwise noted.

RSVP for events and find more details at cornwallgardenclub.org




THE
CORNWALL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
ENCOURAGES YOU TO
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Why fight invasive plants?

Invasive plants, many brought to the USA as
“ornamentals,” tend to grow fast and often
CCUEEIEE Y outcompete native plants for sunlight, water,
and soil nutrients, disrupting ecosystems and
reducing biodiversity. Over time the impacts
R ELCREITEEY  can be widespread. For example, in Cornwall,
tall phragmites reeds are crowding into
wetland areas, blocking views and displacing
cattail marshes. Human health can be affected,
too: researchers in Connecticut have found
that barberry thickets have the highest
densities of deer ticks carrying Lyme disease.
Economic costs can include lower land values,
higher management costs for landowners,
and potentially costly eradication efforts by
governments and conservation groups.

displace native plants

affect human health

0

STAY TUNED for photos and more on each of the “Sinister
Seven” in the Chronicle, and check out these excellent fact

sheets: “UCONN Extension Invasive Plant Profiles”

©

bit.ly/sinister7

Strategize first. This spring, start to identify
the invasives on your land and consider
whether to remove them yourself, hire a
professional, or both. Timing and methods identify
both matter, as does method of disposal: for
example, tossing bittersweet vines on your [\ L1 T T
compost heap will only help it to proliferate.
Use the chart (on reverse), fact sheet links,
and future Chronicle inserts to make a plan.
Consider talking to neighbors and working
together. Plants don’t respect property lines!

strategize

(o) About 70% of C II's land i d by privat
70/o ou 0 O ornwaills land i1s owne yprlvae

citizens, so most of the responsibility for caring for
our precious ecosystem depends on us. The Town
of Cornwall is working to address invasives on
roadsides and other town-owned land.

BE ALERT TO THE

“SINISTER SEVEN!”

Cornwall’s most aggressive invasive plants are (in no particular order):

JAPANESE KNOTWEED

Reynoutria japonica

BITTERSWEET or ASIAN BITTERSWEET

Celastrus orbiculatus

PHRAGMITES or COMMON REED

Phragmites australis

GARLIC MUSTARD

Aliaria petiolata

MULTIFLORA ROSE

Rosa multiflora

COMMON MUGWORT

Artemisia vulgaris L.

BARBERRY
Berberis thunbergii

This insert made possible by funding from The Cornwall Foundation. Illustrations by Cindy Kirk.



