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Wanna Lend a Hand?

This cub reporter was SHOCKED with not
only the plethora, but the diversity of ways
to volunteer in Cornwall. Want to get po-
litical? We gotcha. Want to get sweaty? No
problem. Like art? See below. There are
stints for those with an hour a week, a
month, or a year to give. Here are just a
few of the opportunities within our in-
credibly altruistic and all-hands-on-deck
town to provide service, donate your mind
and muscle, while meeting fellow Corn-
wallians and making some new pals.

The Little Guild: Jenny Langendoerfer
says that “after a brief hour-long volunteer
orientation, the possibilities at the Little
Guild are endless!” Whether people
have an hour a day, week, or month,
the Little Guild appreciates the sup-
port of volunteers for dog
walkers, cat socializers,
facility support, and for
events. Animal lover? Con-
tact director@littleguild.org.

Cornwall Chroni-
cle: “We've plenty of
opportunities  for ,g\
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the Cornwall Chronicle. Drop him a line if
you'd like to become part of a growing
team of creatives: bobimeyers@gmail.com.
Cornwall Library: Margaret Haske says
that the library seeks volunteers for prep-
ping books, shelving, and events. Sound in-

triguing? Contact Director@CornwallLibrary.

org.
Cornwall Food Pantry: Stephana Bot-

tom says, “There are two kinds of help we
could use.” The first involves prep on
Sundays, which lasts about an hour and a
half starting at 1 p.m. The second job is a
workout: carrying heavy boxes up a few
steps to a client’s car. This is a great job for
those who like a cardio-strength combo
effort on Mondays from roughly 2:30 to
3:30 p.m. Appealing? Contact stephana@
stephanabottom.com.

Rose Algrant Art Show: Ellen Moon
and Jacque Schiller organize this annual
August event which showcases—and
sells—fine art and crafts by Cornwallians,
with 85% of the proceeds going to the art-
ists and 15% benefitting a Cornwall non-
profit; this year the Cornwall Food and
Fuel Fund. Most of the work happens be-
tween the end of May and mid-August.
“Anyone want to run the Rose Algrant Show?
Contact me!” adds Ellen at ellenleichmoon@
1c10ud.c0m.

The Cornwall Conservation Commission:
Heidi Cunnick says this natural resources
organization is seeking one more commis-
sioner. “Time commitment varies, but re-
quires attendance at a monthly meeting,”
says Heidi. Sound like you? Contact heidi.
cunnick@gmail.com.

Park & Recreation: Jen Markow says
she’s always seeking volunteers to help at
events, but those with a talent or skill they’d
like to share are especially in demand. Want
to run a pickleball clinic or teach basket
weaving, soap or candle making? Got some
ideas percolating? Contact park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov.

Cornwall Garden Club: Juliet Hubbard
could always use some help with the Corn-
wall Beautification program. Juliet has spear-
headed the planting at the Cornwall Post
Office. Additionally, the garden club has its
1,000 Bulb Community Planting Project be-
tween the town hall and the library set in the

fall. Email cornwallgardenclubl@gmail.com.
—Elizabeth England

Dumpling Hysteria

“Dumpling hysteria” is a new condition
that has emerged in Cornwall due to the
popular demand for Vicky Zhang’'s Shang-
hai-style pork and chicken dumplings. Lib-

(continued on page 2)
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by Mitchell, the proprietor of The Local in
West Cornwall, coined the term to describe
the devoted fans who line up five
minutes before noon on Fridays %\\
and five minutes before 11 A.M. on X
Saturdays, because they know .,
that Zhang will make her deliver-
ies then. “She always sells out,” says
Mitchell, who is thrilled to provide ‘Q'\"
an assortment of Zhang’s dump- -~
lings, fried rice, and noodles. P
Zhang’s main motivation is to «

drawn to Cornwall by the space, the pure
air, the easy driving, the natural surround-
ings, and the sound of birds singing in the
morning. “Cornwall is unique,” she says.
“There are so many beautiful trails in the
woods and it's so peaceful.” Noting that
American and Chinese cultures are so
very different, she says, “I feel like

'i\\f I ar}; more free here.}f
—Sally Van Doren

Wood Turtles at the
Transfer Station

provide authentic Chinese food for ¢ k.‘y(‘_ . 28 ',Q“ ‘Honestly? I was never interested in

locals. Living here since 2018, she has
yet to meet a Cornwallian who, like her,
was born and raised in China. “I really
want people here to learn more about the
culture of China through food. For us, food
is a part of the joy and beauty of life and I
want people here to know how the best
food tastes.” She found her way to offering
her wares publicly after hosting a dinner in
2021, following which a friend suggested
she supply The Local with take-away food
since there was nowhere to get Chinese
food nearby. Zhang was surprised and en-
couraged by the overwhelmingly positive
response.

While cooking has always been her pas-
sion, Zhang began devoting more time to it
following her retirement from a successful
business career. A graduate of the police
academy in Shanghai, her resumé includes
a desk job at the Shanghai police bureau
and being a buyer for a Chinese supermar-
ket chain. After business school in Mel-
bourne, Australia, she started her own trad-
ing and consulting company in Shanghai in
2005. Her life took an unexpected turn in
2017 when she met her now ex-husband
online and moved to New York, spending
weekends in Cornwall and holing up here
during the pandemic. As that marriage
ended, she considered going back to Shang-
hai, but was encouraged by Cornwall
friends to stay here. She was offered a place
to rent in West Cornwall and is delighted to
be staying put.

Zhang credits several Shanghai family
members for their influence on the style
and presentation of her cooking methods,
which include steaming, boiling, and
pan-frying her dumplings. Her son’s
grandmother “is an elegant and picky lady
whom I learned a lot from at our family
gatherings” and her daughter-in-law comes
from a family of chefs. Zhang is most flat-
tered because her son and daughter-in-law
say her cooking is better than all their other
relatives.

Initially, Zhang brought her ingredients
up from New York’s Chinatown. Now she
shops at local grocery stores, using vegeta-
bles and herbs from area gardens. For spe-
cial Asian ingredients, like spices and sauc-
es, she gets online deliveries from Weee, an
Asian grocery store.

Zhang has traveled to more than 20
countries in Asia and Europe, but she is

o\ . ‘,' e
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reptiles or amphibians until, via a
scheduling mishap, I stumbled into a
graduate class in herpetology. (Amphibi-
ans and reptiles, collectively, are fondly
called “herps” by the scientists that study
them, though these two groups are not evo-
lutionarily closely connected.) As I was
forced to memorize a dizzying array of pre-
served specimens’ names, forms, and habi-
tats, the creatures slowly took hold of me. I
began to think of the salamanders as
charming, the frogs...so cute, and I knew I
had gone over to the dark side when I
found handling the class snake an experi-
ence of sublime, silky softness.

So, I was pleased to learn Cornwall has
its very own herp species with a state desig-
nation from the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as endan-
gered and from DEEP as a “Species of Spe-
cial Concern,” meaning they are quite rare
and at risk of disappearing. We now have
the wetlands-loving transfer station wood
turtle. I've mentioned this to several indi-
viduals who seem stunned and skeptical.
“There’s a wetland at the transfer station?
I've never seen any turtles there.”

You might well expect not to have seen
the wood turtle at the transfer station, it is,
after all, endangered and de facto very,
very rare, and spends a lot of time stoically
immobile, hibernating in thick mud. So no,
you're quite unlikely to have seen Glypte-
mys insculpta (its Latin binomial; maybe we
call her Glypty) sauntering past while plac-
ing your magazines in the dumpster. We
will have to revel in the mystery of the
thing, and take it on
faith that Glypty is
there.

Here are a few facts
that might make you revel all
the more deeply. Wood turtles
are intelligent and have a .\
homing instinct. Theyre \\\\; “r vt R
the Mario Andretti of tur- [ 77"
tles with speeds of up to 0.20 ”’"P///\«/ /”;I/f
mph. One Glypty made are- /4"
turn journey home of 1.5 miles
within five weeks. So slow down for turtles
on the road as you pass the transfer sta-
tion, and let’s be the best Cornwall we are:
one that provides space for unique, quirky
individuals who like to live in a place of
peace and quiet and a bit of mud.

—Heidi Cunnick

Welcome

Vance Kenneth Julian
to Justin and Cecilia Julian

Goodbye to Friends
Jean B. Bryant
Cynthia (Cindy) Robbins
Congratulations
Priscilla L. Beckwith and David R. Martin

Land Transfers

Gelah Penn and Stephen Maine to Elizabeth R.
and William G. Russ, 0.260 acres of land and
0.375 acres of land on Pierce Lane, for $7,000.

Affordable Housing in
Cornwall

What kind of town will we have—do we
have—if people with annual incomes of
$100,000 or less cannot live here because
there is nowhere for them to live?

The median sales price for homes here
in Cornwall last year was about $800,000,
according to Ginni Block, president of the
private, non-profit Cornwall Housing Cor-
poration (CHC), and there is virtually no
rental market for working people, includ-
ing young families. “Creating more hous-
ing options in Cornwall remains the top
priority for the Board of Selectmen,” says
Gordon Ridgway, first selectman.

Under federal guidelines, a three-per-
son family in Cornwall qualifies for subsi-
dized lower-income rental housing if they
have an annual income of $81,112 or less.
For these families, housing costs, includ-
ing utilities, are to be capped at 30% of in-
come. According to Ginni, 25% of people
in town spend 30 to 50% percent of their
income on housing costs and 12%
spend more than 50%. Fewer than 4% of
current housing units in Cornwall are af-
fordable to lower-income people under
the federal standard.

Over the last 30 years, CHC developed
multi-unit affordable housing at Kugeman
Village and Bonney Brook south of Corn-
wall Bridge, and made 11 lots throughout

. Cornwall available for the construction of

new homes (three lots are currently
available) at subsidized prices.
There is currently a waiting
? list of 50 families and indi-
viduals for Kugeman and

/,/)” - s ,,Bonney Brook.
i) ) i | oz

. Ginni says that funds to
build additional affordable

7S housing can be found from public and

private sources, but the CHC has been
unable to identify buildable land to acquire.

With a state requirement that every mu-
nicipality have a plan, the town last year
adopted an affordable housing town plan.
An Affordable Housing Task Force has
been meeting to discuss zoning reform, es-
tablishment of a revolving loan fund to
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help with down payments for first-time
home buyers, and modifications to existing
homes to allow more older people to age in
place. The meetings of the task force are
public; past agendas, and recordings of
meetings, as well as the affordable housing
plan are available on the town website. Jes-
sica Brackman, a member of the task force,
is the town’s housing advocate, working
closely with Cornwall’s social services di-
rector, to provide information and assistance
to people seeking affordable housing. Jessica
can be reached at housing@cornwallct.gov.
—Grant Hanessian

Dedicated to Help

It takes a village of committed volunteers,
collectively dedicating thousands of hu-
man hours a year, to keep a small town
safe. Those who serve on the Cornwall Vol-
unteer Fire Department
(CVFD), which includes 4
Emergency Medical Ser- ‘JR\ S
vices (EMS), go through
extensive training for
their certifications, start- -
ing with about 80 hours ~ 3=
to become an Emergen-
cy Medical Responder y‘
(EMR). Plus, volunteers
commit to a minimum of

25 hours per year responding fi

to calls, attending meetings, and practicing
drills, not to mention the hours required to
keep the certifications active. With nearly
330 calls from July 2022 to June 2023, it's an
impressive effort.

“Without a doubt, it's people who are
our biggest asset,” says Emergency Medi-
cal Services Captain Elizabeth Ridgway. As
a Cornwall native who grew up with a keen
awareness of what it takes to be ready for
emergency response—dad and First Select-
man Gordon Ridgway has served since
1982, and mom Jayne Ridgway joined the
crew in 2009 —Elizabeth’s commitment to
serve is in her DNA. “The biggest reason
why I do it is to be there for our neighbors.
It's someone you know, providing good
care. It makes the community a better
place” she explains.

Luckily for Cornwall, the desire to serve
runs through generations in other families
as well. Cornwall resident Susie William-
son recalls with both pride and acknowl-
edgment of sacrifice the 70 years of service
her father, Fred Bate Jr., devoted to the
CVED. “It meant everything to him,” she
says. She explains that the family had a sys-
tem—as soon as the emergency call came
in, Susie’s mother would get in the car and
head to the meat market that Fred owned
so he could put his knife down and get to
the scene as soon as possible. Susie’s grand-
father was Fred Bate Sr., a charter member
of the CVFD and lifelong volunteer. Her
brother Fred Bate III also served for 50-plus
years and was a recipient of the Cornwall
Citizenship Award.

Perhaps it is no surprise that Susie’s
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husband, Dave Williamson, has been a
Cornwall first responder for 52 years now,
having trained with Susie’s father. Reflect-
ing on his reasons for continuing to serve,
Dave shared that the friendships made are
a huge benefit, and added, “There is noth-
ing like having someone thank you.”

Of course, it is not a requirement to
come from a long line of first responders to
become a firefighter or emergency respond-
er. The CVFD is always looking for new
recruits. The current team consists of 37
volunteers, including 13 new members
since 2020. Dick Sears, who joined six years
ago, first as fire police and then becoming
an EMR, says it is intense and demanding,.
He does it because “it’s a real community
need. I love being part of a team.”

All of this manpower and no resident
ever receives a bill. There are no ambulance
fees. The CVFD is funded primarily by the
«, town with support from
% I ¢ fundraising. Elizabeth recog-
Q& e nizes the potential for burn-

N out and says they make time

2 aif 7~ and space for debriefing
£ ZXX> and emotional support. Dave
i —o_ Williamson expresses some
(¢ concerns about the future,

S \\\\\\ given the demanding certi-

/;4

inherent risks.
How can residents offer support?
We can all step up by supporting cow chip
bingo and giving to the annual appeal.
Knowing that every night there is a team of
four people ready to be deployed, it’s an in-
vestment in our collective safety. And re-
member to have that reflective house num-
ber sign visible from all directions (call
town hall if you need one).  —Mare Rubin

A Day in the Library

Before the lights go on and the doors are
unlocked, the Cornwall Library is dim and
still. The air conditioning will be welcome
on this hot July day.

Bronwyn O’Shaughnessy, library assis-
tant, gets ready to open the —=X
doors at noon. Computers wake
up. A control panel behind the cir-

to waken the sleeping library.
The day has begun.

Margaret Haske, now in
her 12 year as head librarian,
visits the plants with a pitcher:
“They're thirsty,” she says, return-
ing with a second drink for the tall tree in
the reference section. She’s been in the
building for half the morning attending to
her own work as the library sleeps. The
place will be open late today, a Wednesday,
a chance for patrons who work to spend
time, pick out some movies or a new novel.

Betsy Vorce is first through the door on
her weekly visit to look for new detective
fiction. At the children’s end of the build-

ing, two toddlers are making use of their
weekly play time to spill blocks, stuffed an-
imals, and toys over as many square feet as
possible.

The far end of the adult section is fur-
nished with couches and work surfaces,
perfect for Lisa Keskinen, an architect in
her own practice, to spend a day at the of-
fice. With her laptop propped in her lap,
she has a good view out the window into
the cow pasture behind the library.

“How many libraries can say they have
cows to look at?” she asked.

Many patrons use the public computers
to catch up on email or fill out forms. Con-
versations break out about the stupidity of
the government agency requiring informa-
tion long lost or forgotten. Commiseration
is offered.

On a hot, humid July day the atmo-
sphere inside the library has a dense quali-
ty, the space created by the soaring post
and beam structure seems to absorb noise.

It's getting late in the afternoon and the
library is empty of patrons. Bronwyn takes
the opportunity to push a book cart into the
children’s section to begin shelving. Sum-
mer is a busy time among the picture books.
According to Margaret, faraway grandpar-
ents visit and take out 30 to 40 books at a
time to read to their grandkids.

Between 6 and 8 p.Mm., Deb Devins will
teach her writing class in the Frank and Pol-
ly Calhoun Community Room. The main
library will stay open until 7 p.m. when
lights will dim and, except for the writing
class, the absorbent silence will return. The
locks are set so that after the writers leave,
the last lights will go out and the doors
close on another day in the life of the li-
brary. —Lisa L. Simont

Cornwall Briefs

* Heather Dinneen is stepping down as
director of social services around the end of
August to focus more on her health and
family. First Selectman Ridgway praised
Heather profusely, saying she “grew our
safety net at a time those nets were going
away,” and will have
“a lasting impact.”
Applications to replace
her are being accepted by
the town selectmen.
* Megan Mollica announced
the closing of Cornwall Bridge
Gardens (the garden center) as of
June 25. Blue Gate Farm bakery and the an-
tiques store remain open at the same loca-
tion with the same hours: Thursday to Sun-
day from 7:30 A.M. to 2 .M.
* Little Guild hopes to build soon three
temporary housing units at Foote Field
(dogs, cats, office). The units will probably
be tucked between the basketball court and
the road. They are expected to be used for
about one year, and would not affect the
sports fields. In August, guild officials will

(continued on page 4)
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apply for a special permit with P&Z, and a
public hearing is expected in Septem-
ber.

* Opening of the Cornwall Coun-
try Market: The good news is that its
new storm drain “worked out great
during the latest deluge.” The bad
news is that “the four to six weeks’
lead time for equipment is turning
into four months,” and Will \\
Schenk now imagines an open- )
ing “a little after Labor Day.”

* Cornwall’s Economic Development.

Commission is updating the town’s "
business directory. If you would like
your business included, please contact

CornwallCtEDC@gmail.com.
—Paul De Angelis

Events & Announcements

At the Cornwall Library

Bring your own scraps and join Roxana
Geffen in a collage-making workshop on
Saturday, August 5, from 10 a.m. to 12:30
r.M. Instructions, paper, additional collage
materials, needles and thread, glue, and
scissors provided. Fee: $25 per person.
Space is limited. Registration is required at
Cornwalllibrary.org.

Don’t miss the Cornwall Library’s fifth
Labor Day Benefit Art Sale, running Friday,
September 1, through September 9. Dona-
tions of paintings, prints, watercolors, and
posters have been coming in all summer
and are welcome through mid-August. (See
insert.)

Cornwall Historical Society

Join us for a reception to celebrate
the installation of two new exhibi-
tions on Saturday, August 5, from
4 to 6 p.m. “Touring the Country-
side: Postcards from Corn-
wall, Kent, and Warren,”
presents a nostalgic look at
Cornwall and the two towns
on its southern border™
through vintage postcards
and photos. “The Understory,” a project by
artist Richard Klein, contemplates the rem-
nants of the iron industry that flourished in

it iy,

Art in Cornwall?

Consider the humble check. Often very col-
orful and filled with creative pictures and
artwork, yet efficient, simple, and produc-
tive; and always welcome at P.O. Box 6 in
West Cornwall 06796.

'~.‘/,_.\ll<.\~ ST

the region in the 18th and 19th centuries.
Christopher Wigren, author, architec-
tural historian, and deputy director of
Preservation Connecticut, will present

=4 “Stories of Connecticut Architecture.”

Wigren will explore the state’s rich and
diverse architectural heritage by high-
lighting notable places across Connecti-

cut. The event will be held Saturday,

August 12, at 4 p.m.

Cornwall Historical Society Sum-

N~/ mer Party Fundraiser! Saturday,

. ,&ﬂ‘l{\"\\\\\ August 19, at 6 p.m. (See insert.)

- @W &y Clear Some Wall Space:

The 64th Rose Algrant Art
Show will be held at Cornwall Consolidat-
ed School from Friday, August 11, through
Sunday, August 13. (See insert.)

Park and Rec

The Taste of Cornwall and Music Fest
will be held on Friday, August 11, from 5 to
8 r.M. on the town green. Tasting buffet fea-
turing sweet and savory foods from local
farms and vendors. Music by the Hen-
house Prowlers Band. There will also be a
vendor row for those selling items and an
area for nonprofits. For details, email park.
recreation@cornwallct.org.

Community Social Hour on Wednes-
day, August 16, from 3 to 4 r.m. at Foote
Field. Stop by for snacks and drinks.

Community/Senior Breakfast on Tues-
day, August 22, at 9 a.m. at the UCC Par-
ish House. RSVP by August 18 to park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov

Art in Cornwall
At the Souterrain Gallery, the exhibit
“Intimate Silence” by Magaly Ohika is
opening with an artist reception Satur-
day, August 12, from 4 to 6 p.m.
Roxana Geffen’s show
“Life and the Memory of It”
continues at the Cornwall Li-
brary until August 16.
The Cornwall Open Stu-
dio is September 2 from 1
to 5 p.M. Artists wishing to
participate should contact davidcolbert7@

gmail.com.

The Cornwall Garden Club

“Out of Our Gardens: Heirloom Series
Jams!” on Saturday, August 19, from 10
AM. to noon. Ann Gold provides expert in-
struction on jam making in her kitchen.
RSVP by Monday, August 14. “Out of our
Gardens: Heirloom Series Pickles!” on Sun-
day, August 27, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. David
Cowen leads a pickle-making workshop in

the UCC Parish House kitchen. RSVP by
Wednesday, August 23. (cornwallgardenclub.

org)

Cornwall Conservation Trust: On Satur-
day, August 26 at 10 a.m., Peter Del Tredici
will lead a walk up the Day Preserve Trail
called “Transect through a Diversity of
Habitats” created by glacial geology. Meet
at the entrance just downhill from the Little
Guild. Check our website for updates. No
dogs please.

Selectmen’s Newsletter: If you are interest-
ed in receiving The First Selectmen’s Newslet-
ter and other email notifications from the
selectmen’s office, please email assistant@
cornwallct.gov to be added to the distribu-
tion list.

Cornwall Association is accepting grant
applications from nonprofits, community
organizations, and civic entities that serve
the residents of Cornwall. The foundation
makes small grants, but thanks to the gen-
erosity of its contributors, it is now able to
consider larger grants. Instructions and
forms for grant applications can be found at
cornwallfoundation.org.
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Sat. Aug. 12, 10a.m. -5 p.m.
_ Sun. Aug. 13, 10 am. - 12 p.m.

. 'Cornwall Consolidated School
’ " west Cornwall, CT

64th Annual Art Show

featuring Cornwall Artists
paintings, photography, drawings, ceramics,
textiles, prints, linens, sculpture, wood carving,
jewelry, just to name a few

15% of proceeds donated to Cornwall Food and Fuel Fund

www.rosealgrantartshow.org
#rosealgrantart



CORNWALL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Join us for an evening of good food, wine,
and jazz by Ram Miles & Friends.

$75 to support the Cornwall Historical
Society as it tells Cornwall's story.

Saturday, August 19th, at 6:00 p.m., at a
beautiful country home in North Cornwall.

Visit our EVENTS page to RSVP.
cornwallhistoricalsociety.org




our 5th year !

Cornwall Library

Labor Day
Weekend
Benefit

Art Sale

~Sale Hours~

Friday, Sept. 1st, 6 to 8 pm
Opening Cocktail Reception

Saturday, Sept. 2nd, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday, Sept. 3rd, 10 am to 4 pm
Continues during regular Library hours
and to 5 pm on Saturday, Sept. gth

Paintings | Prints | Watercolors
Photographs | Posters

Vintage to Contemporary

Donations of art welcome through mid-August

The

30 Pine Street | Cornwall Village | www.CornwallLibrary.org | 860.672.6874

rnwall Tue -10-5/Wed -12-7 / Thu - 12-5 / Fri - 12-6 / Sat - 10-2 / Sun - 12-3 / Mon - Closed

ibrary



