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Fried Pickles
Anyone?

e K || When I was growing up

my favorite event, second
to Christmas of course, was the county fair.
True, it didn’t offer the rides and fried pick-
les you could get at the state fair, but it im-
parted something different. Something fa-
miliar, warm and comforting, but also quirky
and funny—like a Rockwellesque view of
my own community. As fall was in the air
and a return to school loomed, the fair was
the last glimpse of summer, while checking
out who had the strangest-shaped zucchini
or the best blueberry pie. So it is with great
anticipation that I await my first Agricultural
Fair in Cornwall on Saturday, September 13,
(10 A.m.—4 p.M.) at the town green.

This will be the 33rd annual Cornwall
Agricultural Fair, with many of its usual
traditions, such as judging of locally pro-
duced products, farm tours, children’s ac-
tivities, and, naturally, lots and lots of food.
Planned special events will showcase some
of the exceptional talent that Cornwall has
to offer, like a Revolutionary War reenact-
ment and a beekeeper demonstration. There
will also be the opportunity for adults and
kids to challenge one another at games of
skill and chance.

While the fair is hosted by the Agricul-
tural Commission, many other town com-
missions and organizations will host

booths. In the true spirit of this communi-
ty, the various associations strive to cooper-
ate to address cross-cutting concerns. The
fair provides a one-stop shop to get that in-
formation you've been wanting. For exam-
ple, the Conservation Commission will
share information on addressing invasives
and will offer a drawing (no purchase nec-
essary) on two different at-home compost-
ing systems.
I can’t wait to meet at the fair!
—Robin Gray

Go Take A Hike

If hiking is your jam, then this cub reporter
has your trail dance card filled for days,
weeks, months, years (?) to come! Short in-
and-out? We got you covered. Loop? No
problemo. Long, as in Appalachian, Mat-
tatuck, or Mohawk Trail you start and may-
be never return home? Mmmmmhmmmm.
A perennial favorite that delivers an effi-
cient cardio-blast in a Mother Nature fairy
tale setting is Pine  y,  Knob Loop
(PKL), an offshoot of the AT on

Route 7. Roughly three
miles, PKL can be done
clockwise or counter with
each version providing
different scenic aha! mo-
ments. With seasonal canopy coverage, kill-
er views, craggy terrain, and easy loping
stretches with Hatch Brook providing a
musical score, this hike is accessible for
anyone—dogs and children included—
who crave a bit of vertical in their outing.

A longer commitment (30-ish miles to-
tal) that can be done in chunks is the
Blue-Blazing Mohawk Trail. This cub re-
porter parked up on Route 4 at the Mo-
hawk State Park pull-in, walked across the
road, traipsed over Red Mountain, crossed
Johnson Road, and wound up on Lake
Road after passing some of the prettiest flo-
ra and fauna around town.

An autumnal constitutional: Walking
from Cornwall Bridge to Kent is a fun way
to socialize while getting in some steps and
tiring out puppies. Leave a car at one end
and grab a bite to eat before heading home.

Mary Kay Elwell and this cub reporter
did a bit of Lewis-and-Clark-ing in late No-
vember. Mary Kay recounts: “We started
on the trail on River Road not far from St.
Bridget Church, turned right on the AT, bil-
ly-goated up and over until we came out
west of Cornwall Bridge on Route 4. We

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

wanted to go up Breadloaf Mountain at the
Route 7/Route 4 intersection across from
Ivy’s and Blue Gate Bakery, but the raging
river thwarted us!” Note: Breadloaf, a “bump
of a mountain” says berkshirehiking.com, is
anice connector to PKL via the AT. .,
Kate Green dubs Ballyhack
Preserve on Dibble Hill/Route 125
a fan-fave for her and hubby,
Doug. She “also enjoyed the Mat-
land Preserve on 128 which has a
couple of chairs right in the mid-
dle of the trail, really a surprise. Of
course, Dean’s Ravine is nice too,
especially after lots of rain.” N
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for many years has been the passion of one
board member in particular, Pamela
Hughes. The name is no coincidence; she is
the granddaughter of Frederick Hughes, a
Cornwall native who attended school in the
building in the 1880s. Many decades later,
after Cornwall consolidated its schoolhous-
s esin 1940, Hughes, then a successful
engineer and business executive
who had lived in Bridgeport for
most of his life, demonstrated his
affection for his hometown when
he bought the building from the
town and donated it to the West
Cornwall Library Association.
Books that had previously been

-I stored in make-shift libraries

A veteran hiker, Lucie Jadow \/ / around town, including at the

turned this cub reporter on to a cou-

ple of hikes that yielded wows like no oth-
ers: Mattatuck Trail at Flat Rocks Road and
Stone Man Mountain in Falls Village/Ca-
naan. If you like a dash of serenity and calm
with your hike, look no further than the for-
mer which has a pond, a cemetery, an ex-
quisitely desolate tree grove and ends on
College Street. It was short-ish in length but
felt long-ish in providing that “I've been
away for a while” vibe. If a moss and lichen
geek, then summiting Stone Man Mountain
might become an easy three-mile in-and-out
pilgrimage. Bonus: The landscape traversed
while ascending seemed as ancient and deli-
cate as the topper.

Hiking is great cross-training for other
sports or as its own athletic mojo-maker,
and since the trails around us are both finite
and endless, getting out into Big Nature is
easy-peasy. Pro-tips: Keep your eyes
peeled for bears and ticks. Walking sticks
or poles can be useful, and hydrate, hy-
drate, hydrate. —Elizabeth England

Hughes Library:
Past, Present & Future

For a building that was recently added to
the Connecticut State Register of Historic
Places, the currents of energy filling the
nearly two-century-old walls of the Hughes
Memorial Library are all new. After two
very successful art exhibits, a ceramics
show last year, and the WEFAN textile and
fibre show this past spring, both curated by
Dina Shaulove-Wright of Lov Art, plus the
weekly magic shows running through Sep-
tember with Belinda Sinclair, the Hughes
Memorial Library is enjoying a renewed
sense of purpose. Coats of fresh white paint
have brightened things up inside and out,
and a new roof is coming thanks to a
$10,000 matching grant from Preservation
Connecticut. The board of the Hughes
Memorial Union, which also oversees The
Local and The Union, has been busy,
along with program manager Libby
Mitchell, who continues to support every
evolving activity with her boots-on-the-
ground, task-mastering work ethic.
Breathing new life into a building that
had sat neglected and in a state of disrepair

firehouse, church, and in private
homes, could now be stored in a central lo-
cation. He renamed it the Hughes Memori-
al Library in honor of his parents, George
and Mary Hughes.

Pam explains the serendipity that led to
her coming back to her grandfather’s place
of birth. “When my mother died, I found
some documents about my grandfather do-
nating a building to a library in West Corn-
wall. Then, about three years ago, I was at-
tending an event in Poughkeepsie when I
decided to take the long way back to Rhode
Island (where she lives) by way of Cornwall
so I could see this building for myself.”
When Pam discovered the building in a state
of disrepair, she decided right then, stand-
ing amid the peeling paint and burrowing
chipmunks, looking at an old photo of her
great-grandparents, to get involved.

“My life has been blessed by my grand-
father’s generosity,” Pamela shares. “It's
important to me to continue what he want-
ed. He wanted that building to be useful to
the community. He fulfilled that need by
turning it into a library. I am keeping his
legacy going; keeping his caring for the
community. People are appreciating the
building, and I am very excited by all of
the ideas.”

All ideas for the space are re-
viewed and voted on by the
board, which encourages appli-
cants to submit ideas that work
well in the space and benefit the
community. Board member Emi-
lie Pryor explains, “The library
building has become a critical part
of the community hub that is central
to our mission. We are open and excited
about different ideas and uses for the li-
brary that promote a sense of community
and help the village of West Cornwall
thrive.”

Applications are being reviewed for a
mixed-media art show and a local artists’
holiday fair. To request an application,
email westcornwallunion@gmail.com.

“Successful shows respond to spaces,”
Dina says, “Opportunities open up when
you respond to the world around you.” In-
deed, the two art shows Dina curated drew
large numbers of viewers and broad acco-

Goodbye to Friends

William J. Coppola
Deborah Ann Howe
Clarisse Perette

Welcome
Kevin Michael Quinn
to Tomilyn & Sean Quinn
Congratulations
Charles L. Van Doren and Abigail M. Alonso

Jorge D. Ramirez Noble and
Elizabeth M. Morgan

Leonard W. Araza and Dolores Ann Sirianni

Thomas J. Crowley, Jr. and
Bronwyn O’Shaughnessy

Jack Ott and Jesse Dritz

Land Transfers

Craig A. & Maria Helena Bridgman to Carol
Connolly, Graham Connor Bruce & Elizabeth
Russell Bruce, Trustees of the Nature’s World

Order Ministries, 5.029 acres of land with
improvements thereon at 42 Dark Entry Road,
for $620,000.

Estate of Hernan Sanhueza to Kathleen Mary
Whalen & John Christopher Whalen, land with
buildings thereon at 411 Cornwall Hollow Road,
for $515,000.

lades. Perhaps Dina was channeling the
sense of place that made the building so
important to Frederick Hughes, and that
drew Pamela back to the little schoolhouse-
turned-library-turned-art-and-event space
on the Housatonic River. —Mare Rubin

Is the Avian Flu Still Flying?

There’s good news related to the avian flu
in our region these days. The Connecticut
Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection (DEEP) reports
that not one case has been found
in either people, poultry farms,
or dairy herds in the state. And
while a few cases have been
found in backyard poultry
flocks, only one positive case of
a wild bird has been tallied in
Litchfield County, and that was
back in 2023.
However, for wild birds in our region,
the danger is not yet over. As the Sharon
Audubon Center’s Sunny Kellner says, “It's
definitely here, it's everywhere.”

Avian influenza, or bird flu, refers to a
disease caused by infection with avian in-
fluenza Type A viruses. The serious highly
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) strain
remains in the Eastern U.S. and can cause
75-100% mortality in poultry, like chickens
and turkeys, as well as some wild birds.
Aquatic shore birds and raptors are at par-
ticular risk.

For this reason, the Sharon Audubon
Center has changed its practices. It has fo-
cused its rehabilitation spaces on song-
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birds and other small birds like chimney
swifts and swallows, and refer other birds
elsewhere.

“It’s a significant change,” Kellner says.
“Historically we’ve taken in everything,
from hummingbirds to eagles. We had
been the primary facility in the state for
ducklings. But a few years ago, we had to
make a decision: are we going to take one
duck in, or can we take 500 songbirds?”

Avian centers throughout the state and
region have specialized more since the out-
break began a few years ago, mostly so they
can quarantine their birds appropriately.
Some are more focused than before on rap-
tors, others on waterfowl.

“Rehabbers across the state are stepping
up into more defined roles based on what
we can handle,” says Kellner.

What the rest of us can do to help keep
wild birds safe is to clean our bird feeders
and bird baths regularly, probably best
while wearing gloves, and not to approach
any sick-looking bird. Instead, take a video
of it and call the Sharon Audubon Center or
DEEP. If you see multiple dead birds, don’t
touch them, but do submit a form found on
the DEEP website.

As Kellner said: “We want you to con-
tinue to support the birds in the way that
you normally do, but in a healthy way.”

— Julie Beglin

New Fuel

Abed Abaddi has taken over the Citgo gas
station in Cornwall Bridge and is set on ele-
vating the space. Abed features new provi-
sions in addition to the standard gas-stop
fare. The convenience store is now packed
full of snacks, drinks, pantry staples, and
produce, with plans for hot dogs and pas-
try. Most notable might be the breakfast
sandwiches and strong coffee brought in
from Cameron’s Deli in Thomaston each
morning. Stop in to say hello the next time
you fill up! — Brittney McAllister

No Kings for Cornwall?

As reported in the Lakeville Journal, over 350
people gathered on Saturday, June 14, for a
“No Kings” protest on the green in Corn-
wall Bridge. Similar protests were held in
Litchfield, Warren, Torrington, and other
towns all over Connecticut. Many who at-
tended carried homemade signs express-
ing alarm and disagreement with
policies of the Trump administra-
tion.

A central theme of the pro-
testers was anger about their
perception of the Trump ad-
ministration’s disregard for the <§
Constitution and for laws that have
defined our justice system and the Amer-
ican democratic system of government.
Judging from the signs carried by the pro-
testers, the current administration’s policies
that have generated strong emotional re-
sponses include the dismantling of federal

agencies that perform oversight and the
plethora of executive orders emanating from
the oval office.

The demonstration was organized by a
local group that calls themselves “Cornwall
Protests.” They began when a small group
of Cornwall residents, not affiliated with
any political party or PAC, joined the na-
tionwide “Hands Off Rally” some six
weeks ago. That protest focused on opposi-
tion to allowing Elon Musk and his DOGE
(Department of Government Efficiency) ac-
cess to personal data from Social Security
and the IRS on American citizens. With the
success and enthusiasm generated by that
event, a core group started planning for the
”No Kings” rally on June 14.

Jonathan Arnold, a leader of the protest
group says, “Along with giving us an op-
portunity to use our voices and engage in
civic participation, these protests also allow
us to see that we each are not alone with
our concerns about the country
and its future. This ability to talk
and rub shoulders generates a
sense of community.” Another
member of the group, Dick Sears,
spoke with town officials to regis-
ter the event and to ensure safety,
adequate parking, and prevent any
disruption of businesses in Cornwall
Bridge.

According to Arnold, Cornwall Protests
will continue to hold smaller gatherings in
the same location every Saturday at noon
and encourage participants to bring their
own signs focused on the issue that they
care most about. More information about
future plans may be obtained by sending
an email to CornwallProtests@gmail.com.
Additional founding members of the group
include Nita Colgate, Gary Steinkohl, and
Jeremy Brecher.

Jonathan Arnold commented that “the
more than 350 people who congregated on
the green for the “No Kings” protest is an-
other example of the devotion to engage-
ment and participation in government of
the town’s citizens. — Will Treem

Cornwall Briefs

* Changes afoot at town hall. Spencer
Musselman has been appointed the new
land use agent/zoning enforcement officer
after Karen Nelson’s retirement.
Spencer is fully certified in
2 planning and zoning and in-
J land wetlands and water-
j courses. His office hours are
Y Tuesday and Thursday from
7:30 to 10:30 a.m, and by ap-

Y pointment. The selectmen are
looking to hire a new park and
rec director, as Jen Markow
has resigned. Also, longtime
Town Clerk Vera Dinneen is retir-
ing at the end of the year. An election for
her replacement will be on the ballot in No-
vember. In addition, Rebecca Juchert-
Derungs will become Cornwall’s new tax

Letter to the
Chronicle

CORNWALL EMS TO THE RESCUE

I've recently had two unfortunate experi-
ences requiring EMS in Cornwall. I quickly
learned that the ambulance squad in Cornwall
makes us all very fortunate.

Upon being summoned, this EMS team of
our friends and neighbors materialized from no-
where. They were skilled and accomplished, pro-
fessional and kind. They worked together seam-
lessly, creating a calm atmosphere. As they
cared for the patient, they also attended to the
entire family, communicating, explaining, and
comforting.

I guess it’s normal to avoid thinking about
the time that you might have to call 911. We
don’t want to dwell on that side of life’s uncer-
tainties. But know that if you need help, be
grateful we live in Cornwall and have such
a great, dedicated EMS team available.
—Diana Hart

collector this fall, after the retire-

o ment of Jean Bouteiller.

* Town Hall will be sporting a

,\,:,-/// new roof, and, finally, insulation,

this fall. The outside appearance of
the beautiful 1906 building will not change.
* Moving forward. Town Hall is in the pro-
cess of selecting the company to design
West Cornwall’s new wastewater plant.
* And moving carefully. Paving is planned
for Popple Swamp Road this month and
mowing continues on many roads. Be on
the lookout for big machines on the roads!
* Cornwall’s bravest! Results of the recent
elections for the Cornwall Volunteer Fire
Department: Chief, Will Russ; Assistant
Chief, Ted Larson; West Cornwall Captain,
Chris Jackson; West Cornwall Lieutenant,
Josh Tyson; Cornwall Bridge Captain, Ian
Ridgway; Cornwall Bridge Lieutenant,
Alex Rehnberg; EMS Captain, Elizabeth
Russ; EMS Lieutenant, Jessica Slaven; EMS
Lieutenant, Jayne Ridgway.

The fire department needs to replace
two aging trucks. You'll have a chance this
fall to support its Truck Campaign. Togeth-
er we can provide more efficient, effective
fire and rescue vehicles to keep our volun-
teers safe and better serve all Cornwallians.
More details to come.

* And remember: Tax payments are due by

August 1 to avoid interest. Even if you pay

on August 2, you will be charged interest.
—Susie Lilly Ott

Events & Announcements

Cornwall Historical Society

The Art of Handcrafting Shoes. Friday,
August 1, 2 p.m. Join us for an exciting pro-
gram with Connecticut shoemaker Andrew
Rowand as he guides us through the art of
handcrafting shoes. Rowand specializes in

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3) ets. Register at cornwalllibrary.org. The Annual Cornwall Artists Open Stu-

the recreation of historical footwear from
the 17th to 19th centuries, using period-ap-
propriate tools, materials, and techniques.
The program is free; pre-registration is re-
quired.

Yelping Hill history talk, walking tour,
and summer party. Saturday, August 16,
from 3:30 to 8 .M. Join the historical society
and the Yelping Hill Association for a talk
by Jeremy Brecher about the community’s
103-year history. A walking (or shut-
tle) tour will include original lease-

hold sites and community build-
ings designed by pioneering
architect Ruth Adams and located

within the association’s more than
500 acres of woods and meadows
Admission is free for the talk and
tour. Children are welcome. The
evening party and auction requires a
paid ticket, with proceeds supporting

the Cornwall Historical Society. Go to corn-
wallhistoricalsociety.org for reservation in-
formation and to purchase a ticket for the
party. The cost is $75 per person and in-
cludes buffet supper, dessert, drinks, and
live music. Advance reservation and pre-
payment are required by August 10.

At the Cornwall Library

Paint Flowers in Watercolor. Art class
with Collette Hurst. Saturday, August 2, 9,
and 16, from 10 to 11:30 A.Mm. Learn to mix
floral colors and shading techniques to cre-
ate lively flower paintings. Bring your fa-
vorite watercolor and mixed media sup-
plies. $75 includes all three weekly Saturday
sessions. Register at cornwalllibrary.org.

Poetry Workshop with Sally Van Doren.
“The Language of Flowers:” Sunday, Au-
gust 17, from 1 to 3 r.m. Join Van Doren for
a writing workshop to explore the language
of flowers as inspiration. Using poems and
prompts, Van Doren will guide participants
to unlock their imaginations and generate
unexpected new work during this in-class
writing session. Bring a photo of a favorite
flower or the flower itself. A poet, artist,
and teacher, Van Doren is the author of four
books, including Sibilance and Sex at Noon
Taxes, which received the Walt Whitman
Award from the Academy of American Po-

Summer Gardens

Bee balm is red
Salvia is blue
Checks to the Chronicle
Come in many a hue.
To PO Box 6 West Cornwall 06796.

Miss Rita is taking August off so there
will be no Thursday morning or Saturday
morning story times.

Labor Day Art Sale (See insert.)

Art in Cornwall
The Souterrain Gallery will host an art-
ist reception on Saturday, August 2, from 3
to 5 p.m. for Sarah Blodgett, a commercial
and portrait photographer. Sarah’s passion
lies with creating images of wildlife
and natural areas. Also showing
American Master Weaver
Tina Puckett’s baskets,
wall hangings, and be-

Ready those Red Dots! The
Friends of Rose Algrant Art
Show, one of the most anticipat-
ed events of the year, will be held
at Cornwall Consolidated School from Au-
gust 8 to 10. (See insert.)

Park and Recreation

Laissez les bons temps rouler! (Let the
good times roll!) Taste of Cornwall on the
town green on Saturday, August 9, from 4
to 7 r.m. Mardi Gras comes to Cornwall
with music by the Catnip Junkies. Farm-to-
tablet buffet prepared by Freund'’s, featur-
ing foods from Cornwall. $5/person for the
buffet. Artisan craft vendors, games, activi-
ties, and the Roving Clover Book Bus.

Community/Senior Lunch will be held
on Tuesday, August 12, at noon at the Par-
ish House. RSVP by August 10 to park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov.

Community Social Hour will be held on
Wednesday, August 20, from 3 to 4 r.m. Just
drop by Foote Field for snacks and drinks
with friends.

Community/Senior Breakfast will be
held on Tuesday, August 26, at 9 a.Mm. at the
Parish House. RSVP by Friday, August 22,
to park.recreation@cornwallct.gov.

Game on? Park and Rec needs volun-
teers of all ages to coach youth sports
throughout the year—baseball, basketball,
soccer, and more. Cornwall kids are relying
on coaches. Park.recreation@cornwallct.
gov for more info.

Planning and Zoning. All are invited to a
public hearing on Tuesday, August 12, at 7
r.M. at the Cornwall Library. The commis-
sion will present its proposal to eliminate
the requirement that a “buildable lot” must
be a rectangle. The purpose is to make it a
bit easier to build a home on an irregular
piece of land.

dios will be held Saturday, August 30, from
1 to 5 p.m. For a list of the participating art-
ists, directions to their studios, and a map,
please go to Cornwall.org > History and
Culture > Arts and Artists.

Produce to the People: Food pantries are in
need of produce! If you have any extra, no
amount is too much or too little. It all
makes a difference to help provide fresh
veggies to pantries throughout the North-
west Corner. Call/text 207-504-4219 or
email produce?thepeople@gmail.com to
donate. We are also looking for volunteers
to pick up and drop off donations or to help
weed the plots at Lorch Community Gar-
den. Text for more info to 626-201-8567.

Cornwall Conservation Trust: Our e-blasts
allow us to target good weather with short-
er lead time for our hikes, so please register

at CornwallConservationTrust.org to re-
ceive these timely announcements and up-
dates. Our recently distributed map of CCT
preserves offers lots of options and you can
participate in our Be Seated photo contest
to find the new benches on our preserves
until September 1. Happy hiking.
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WRECEAY exhlbltlon of palntlngs
i 7 ~and other forms of Art
. '-"'-'":. $oi
Fri. Aug. 8, 4p.m.—7.p.m.
Sat. Aug. 9, 10a.m.-5 p.m.

Sun. Aug. 10, 10a.m.-12 p.m.

Cornwall Consolidated School

West Cornwall, CT
- .- "3 .'

67th Annual Art Show

featuring Cornwall Artists

paintings, photography, drawings, ceramics,
textiles, prints, linens, sculpture, jewelry
(just to name a few)

www.rosealgrantartshow.org
#rosealgrantart



Annual Labor Day Art Sale

benefiting The Cornwall Library

Paintings, prints, watercolors, photographs,
posters, vintage to contemporary.
Great finds and one-of-a-kinds!

Donations of art welcome through mid-August

Kick off the holiday weekend at the Opening Reception
Friday, August 29th, 6 to 8 pm

~Sale Hours-

Saturday, August 30th, 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday, August 31st, 10 am to 4 pm
Monday, September 1st, 11 am to 2 pm

The

30 Pine Street | Cornwall Village
rnwall

%ibrary www.CornwallLibrary.org | 860.672.6874




Corn vs/aﬂ Histar cal Socict
il Socceys

RSVP for all events by August 10

cornwallhistoricalsociety.org or call 860-672-0505



