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It Takes a Village, or Does It?
Some researchers and cultural historians 
attribute the familiar phrase, “It takes a vil-
lage,” to Native American tribes. Others 
trace this core sentiment of communal in-
volvement to traditional African cultures. 
Then-First Lady Hillary Clinton famously 
popularized the idiom in Western pop cul-
ture when she used it as the eponymous ti-
tle of her bestselling 1996 book. Becky Hurl-
burt conjures that phrase when she refers to 
social services here in our town. “We have 
so many people who are so generous, it’s 
insane…and that’s because it’s Cornwall.”
	 First Selectman Gordon Ridgway ex-
plains that social services have always 
been a function of our town’s government 
since its founding in 1740. “The buck 
stops here; these are our people and our 
responsibility. The need has always been 
there and is only increasing, especially in 
mental health.”
	 Peruse the Cornwall town website for 
“Town Offices and Officials” and you’ll see 
Rebecca (Becky) Hurlburt’s name listed 
prominently as “Social Services Director, 
Municipal Agent for the Elderly.” This lofty 
title and serious remit lands squarely on the 
shoulders of one person…literally. That’s be-
cause Becky IS social services in Cornwall.
	 Ridgway said Becky was selected for 
several reasons. “She’s familiar with the 
community, works well with people, and 

has been very active, especially at the food 
pantry. We are lucky to have her.”
	 “That’s one of the catches. The hard 
part is there is no department, it’s just one 
person doing a part-time job, and that is 
what is stressful,” Becky told me recently 
in her office at town hall. She’s been at it 
now for almost three years, taking over 
from Heather Dinneen just after the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Officially working 
only 20 hours a week, her “department” is 
responsible for three essential services 
provided to members of the Cornwall 
community: the food pantry, the food and 
fuel fund, and mental health services.
	 The pantry provides food packages 
most every week to some 30 households in 
town. People apply and are deemed eligi-
ble by Becky if they attest that their income 
is below a certain threshold. Ably assisted by 
up to ten volunteers, Becky receives, sorts, 
and distributes all the produce and meat to 

each guest, as her customers are called. She 
told me that “surprisingly, there is a great 
need for (the pantry) in our community.”
	 Becky also administers the food and 
fuel fund, helping residents in need pay for 
various bills like oil, gas, electric, rent, med-
ical, and dental visits. While most of the 
funds she draws upon are provided by the 
town, the bills she pays are handsomely 
supplemented through generous donations 
from town residents.
	 Her last charge she admits, “is a bit of a 
gray zone. Mental health is less concrete 
than the other services; people present 
themselves and ask for help.” Becky is the 
daughter of a minister, so helping others in 
our community comes naturally to her. She 
studied for her master’s degree in social 
work, which has helped prepare her to 
meet the myriad challenges in town. “There 
are about ten people really on my radar. 
I’ve learned about the available resources in 
our region and mostly try to refer them to 
the experts,” she said.
	 Constrained by time and resources, 
Becky finds that the needs can be over-
whelming and would relish more help 
from the community. “The need is there. 
If you are in a position to help, contact 
me.” Becky can be reached via email at 
socialservices@cornwallct.gov or call her 
at 672-4069. Her office hours are Wednes-
days from 9 a.m. to noon and by appoint-
ment.			        —Bob Meyers

  Hidden Histories 
Walking Tour 

10 am–Noon Village
 In the Founders’ 

Footsteps: A Walk Through 
History with Adam Van 
Doren 4–5 pm Library
 Cornwall Historical 

Society Summer Party and 
Auction 5:30–8:30 pm

 Early Voting for 
Republican & Democratic 

Primaries
10 am–6 pm Town Hall
 Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission 

Meeting 
7:30 pm Town Hall

 Early Voting for 
Republican & Democratic 

Primaries 
8 am–8 pm Town Hall

 Inlands Wetland Agency 
7 pm Hybrid

        Board of Selectmen
       7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Early Voting for 
Republican & Democratic 

Primaries
10 am–6 pm Town Hall

 Early Voting for 
Republican & Democratic 

Primaries
8 am–8 pm Town Hall

 Early Voting for 
Republican & Democratic 

Primaries 
10 am–6 pm Town Hall
 Rose Algrant Art Show 

4–7 pm

 Hurst Art Class
10–11:30 am Library

 Explore Red Mountain 
etc. 10 am–Noon

 Algrant Art Show 10 
am–5 pm CCS

 Primary Early Voting 
Town Hall 10 am–6 pm
 Prose Author Talk

5–6 pm Library
 Rose Algrant 

Art Show
10 am–Noon CCS
 Early Voting for 

Republican & Democratic 
Primaries

10 am–6 pm Town Hall
 Democratic Town 
Committee Meeting 

4–5 pm Library

 Voter Registration 
Deadline In Person for 

Democratic Gubernatorial 
Primary

 Republican & 
Democratic Primaries 
6 am–8 pm Town Hall
 Waste Water 

Management Project 
5 pm Hybrid/Library

 P&Z
 7 pm Hybrid/Library

 Community/Senior Lunch
Noon–1 pm Foote Field

 Deadline:
September 

Chronicle Copy 
 Paint Summer in Pastes 

Art Class with Collette 
Hurst 10–11:30 am Library
 Militia Outfitting with 

Warren Stevens 
1–3 pm Cornwall 
Historical Society

 Park and Recreation 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Hybrid/Library
        Board of Selectmen
       7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Community Social Hour
2–3 pm 

UCC Parish House

 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting 

9–10 am Hybrid
 Board of Finance Meeting 

7 pm Hybrid

 Paint Summer in Pastes 
Art Class with Collette 

Hurst 10–11:30 am Library

 ZBA* 7 pm Hybrid
 Economic Development 

Committee Meeting 
7:30 pm Hybrid

 Community/Senior 
Breakfast 

9–10 am Foote Field

 Gardener’s Gab 
10–11:30 am

The Pink House

 Invasive Species 
Scavenger Hunt 

10–11:30 am 
Rattlesnake Preserve
 Kurt Andersen Author 
Talk The Breakup with 

Roxana Robinson
Town Hall 5 pm

   Affordable Housing
5 pm Hybrid/Library
 Agricultural Advisory 

Comm. 7:30 pm Town Hall
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Goodbye to Friends
Edith May Gorat

John Homan
Andrew Kotchoubey
S. Scott Zuckerman

Welcome
Adam Rami Cadwell 

to Shereen Memarian and Weston Cadwell

Congratulations
Jessica Sampias to Arthur Bryant

Land Transfers
Ella Clark Revocable Trust of 2019 to 373 Town 
Street LLC, property with all appurtenances at 

373 Town Street for $1,200,000

Dewitt C. Brown to Michael Trapp, parcels of 
land together with all buildings at 242 River 

Road for $460,000

Elizabeth Silkes to Ian Gaule, property with all 
appurtenances at 233 Sharon Goshen Turnpike 

for $1,100,000

David Nickeson to Cody Rodrigues, buildings 
without land on 5 Wright Hill Road for $200,000

William and Nancy Berry to Katherine 
Freygang, 3.57 acres of land on Lake Road 

for $595,000

The Bluebird of Happiness
When I look out the kitchen window to see 
a brilliant flash of blue wing catch the 
early August light, it’s a reminder of 
how lucky we are in Cornwall to be 
part of the Northwest Connecticut 
Bluebird Trail. There are two sec-
tions of the trail here, in Cornwall 
Village and North Cornwall. 
They consist of 20 installations 
strategically placed in open areas to create 
nest boxes for the Eastern bluebird. The 
plain wooden boxes are attached to metal 
posts or fence posts and are set in pairs 
about 25 feet apart to ease site competition 
between bluebirds and tree swallows. 
Since the early 1980s, volunteers from the 
National Audubon Society have moni-
tored the breeding activity in these boxes 
and in recent years have sent their find-
ings to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
Nest Watch program.
	 This spring, Cornwall wildlife ambassa-
dor Art Gingert undertook a project to as-
sess and renovate the trails. I met him in 
our garden as he righted a box that had 
been knocked over, most likely by a bear. 
He also adjusted the placement so the box-
es would be east-facing which can be most 
favorable. Bluebirds require nearby perch-
es like fence posts, fence lines, telephone 
wires, or low branches to hunt from.
	 Gingert started this conservation effort 
with the help of local collaborators. In 1979, 
when Gingert worked for the National 
Audubon Society as a biologist for the Miles 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Roxana Hammond in-
vited him to place boxes in her fields in 
Cornwall Hollow. During the ‘80s and ‘90s, 
he and Celia Senzer added more sites to the 
North Cornwall section. Gingert was in-
spired to expand the trail in Cornwall Vil-
lage in the aftermath of the 1989 tornado, 
when hundreds of trees were felled 
throughout Coltsfoot Valley. Having read 
that it was once common for bluebirds to 
nest in everyday rural backyards, he con-
cluded that “Cornwall Village, in its trans-
formed appearance, landscape, and habi-
tat-wise, seemed a natural.” He recruited 
Cornwall Village resident Laurie Doss, a 
science teacher at Marvelwood School, to 
aid him in setting up the initial sites, 
some of which still exist today. Gingert 
recommends observing the boxes 
during peak nesting times behind the 
Cornwall Library and along the 
mowed path in the Olds’ pasture at 
the end of Pine Street. 
	 Sharon Audubon volunteers San-
dy Fiebelkorn and Bruce Adelberg 
are responsible for trail monitoring 
this season. Their work includes 
checking on the boxes regularly 
from late March through August, 
tracking nesting activity, looking 
out for signs of disease and preda-
tors, and clearing out the boxes 
when the young birds have 
fledged. The average brood size is 

four to five nestlings, and some 
pairs have two broods. In a good 
year, over 75 chicks fledge in 

Cornwall. Bluebirds begin migrat-
ing to points south by late August, 
but some do choose to stay here. We 

are pleased to report that at least one 
bluebird family spent last winter in 

Cornwall Hollow where their unantici-
pated appearance on a cold day added 

joy and wonder.                  –Sally Van Doren

Smells like 
Entrepreneurial Spirit

What’s happening at the sleepy Hughes Li-
brary in the winter-dark? Doesn’t Ian In-
gersoll seem to be injected with Millennial 
magic? Is the Sound of Music floating behind 
the Cornwall Market or is that simply bull-
frogs? Oh, and, what’s afoot with that 
promised cidery on Town Street? Here’s 
this cub reporter’s skinny on a few of the 
many local changemakers, trailblazers and 
innovators:
	 @ian_ingersoll
	 “Unless there’s a familial plan, enter-
prise small-town businesses don’t often 
continue,” says Ian Ingersoll owner Marina 
Kotchoubey. “People fear they don’t have 
the gusto, connections, or vision, but for 
me, the challenge was perfect.”
	 Founded in 1975, Ian Ingersoll, the old-
est business in West Cornwall, employs 
seven Litchfield County residents, three of 
them, including Kotchoubey, are women.
Kotchoubey’s goal for the company is to 
continue the brand niche, creating muse-
um-worthy, hand-crafted wood pieces. 
“People say, ‘Oh, you own the Shaker fur-
niture store,’ and I respond, ‘We build con-
temporary, mid-century, traditional, Shak-
er. We’re not limited to a century or a 
design.” The showroom welcomes visitors 
Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
	 @future.hermit
	 “I have spent my career designing win-
dow displays and environments for brands 
like Barneys New York, Calvin Klein, and 
Tory Burch. The Hughes Memorial Union 
inspired me to create a more personal retail 

experiment, weaving together my ar-
tistic pursuits and love of antiques 
and historic spaces,” says Lindsay 
Stadig. In 2025/26, Stadig conceived 
and executed the Cornwall Whale, 
a pop-up holiday store, as well as a 

dinner party co-hosted by Frances 
Boswell, and an ambient music con-
cert. “As someone who’s produced 
visual storytelling on a large scale, 
I’ve collected people, artisans, and 

creatives of all sorts. Leveraging 
these relationships, I’m eager to 

stage similar consumer events and 
collaborations this year for locals and 
the neighboring towns.” Based on the 
90/10 (artisan/non-profit split of the 
proceeds) business model of The Lo-
cal, Stadig is evolving the idea this 
fall/winter with a community arts 

center focus, expanding events and work-
shops in addition to a holiday pop-up. 
	 @ridgwayfarm
	 “Andy Brennan’s book Uncultivated was 
my inspo for the cidery,” says Ian Ridgway. 
“Brennan, like me, had a love of apples as a 
little kid and then turned his passion into a 
small nationwide business.” In 2020, 
Ridgway planted 24 trees and only eight 
survived. “At first I didn’t understand pest 
pressure, soil, and climate,” he says. It 
wasn’t until 2024 that Ridgway planted 350 
trees with 97% growth success rate. The 
goal is for the cidery to be self-sustaining 
without relying on the farm’s income; he 
also wants a venue for people to gather and 
learn where their food comes from. With a 
provisional liquor license from the state, 
Ridgway started making cider in July to sell 
in September.
	 @cornwallmarket
	 “There was this mysterious magical nat-
urally bowl-shaped backyard behind the 
market that reminded me of Red Rocks, the 
topographical granddaddy of concert ven-
ues,” says Michael Cesari, Cornwall Market 
operating partner and co-owner with Will 
Schenk. In 2025, a mutual friend introduced 
Cesari to Spotify Head of Talent Booking 
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Chris Sampson, who wanted to spotlight 
the local music scene by giving local artists 
a place to perform while building a com-
munity gathering spot for fans, friends, and 
family: The Cornwall Bowl was born. As of 
now, there are Saturday events at 5 p.m. on 
August 1, August 15, September 12, and 
September 26. Guests are encouraged to 
bring lawn chairs. Children and dogs are 
welcome.	           —Elizabeth England

Reduce, Reuse, Rejoice
I used to dread going to the dump. The 
hauling to the car, the fear that I’d make 
some ecologically indefensible mistake and 
throw a can in the wrong bin; it was a 
chore that I would put off, then assure 
myself that, no problem, that stinky 
bin could wait a couple of days. 
Then, one glorious and life
changing day, the swap shop 
opened. Of course I’ve always 
loved the rummage sale, with 
its super-affordable wares…
but free wares? Suddenly I 
couldn’t wait to go to the dump. 
Given my deep appreciation, I felt 
it was time to recognize the folks who 
brought the swap shop to life.
	 The swap shop came to be “sometime 
around 2016,” according to Ted Larson, sta-
tion operator. He and his crew recognized 
the public’s desire for a way to encourage the 
valued mantra “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.” 
Tasked with this, a crew headed by John La-
Porta and Wayde Wolf built the structure, 
and the donations flooded in.
	 I could go on and on about the treasures 
I’ve found: a perfectly good shop vac the 
day after my crawl space flooded, dozens 
of cloth napkins for my son’s wedding, the 
world’s cutest needlepoint chair for 
shoe-donning in the mudroom. But I’m not 
the only one. My fellow August editor Ste-
phen Soba cherishes the  perfect condi-
tion 19th-century ironstone tureen he 
found.  Lory Bevans adores the porcelain 
brown-spotted cow creamer festooned 
with a blue ribbon, courtesy the shop. Julie 
Beglin’s family still quotes the book they 
discovered called  How to Talk to Girls, in-
cluding the archaic and inexcusable advice 
to “walk her home, even if she says no.”
  None of these miraculous finds would be 
possible without the dedication of the 
tireless volunteers who tend the shop, 
vetting donations, and keeping it clean and 
orderly. Ted was quick to say that although 
his staff helps, it’s the volunteers that make 
the shop a success. “The swap shop is a 
great opportunity for the public to get rid of 
stuff in a positive way,” says Ted. “If you 
can wait for it, it will show up.”
	 And sometimes you don’t even need to 
wait. Last summer I was browsing the shop 
the morning my toaster broke. And there it 
was: a gleaming, practically new toaster. As 
I was gathering up my prize, long-standing 
transfer station employee Steve O’Neil ad-
vised, “Let’s make sure it works; here’s an 

outlet.” I asked him if, by chance, he had a 
slice of bread, to which he replied “Nope.” 
Well, maybe the swap shop doesn’t have 
everything.	                  —Susie Lilly Ott

Nature Note
It’s midsummer, the courting season draws 
to a close, and birdsong quiets. Nesting 
parents call, expressing myriad concerns of 
raising a family, but once that hard work 
has settled, so do their calls. Birdsong also 
quiets as summer molting begins and flight 
feathers are temporarily shed, making 
birds more vulnerable to predators. Soon 
the birds will turn to storing energy, search-

ing for plants with energy-rich 
seeds, berries, and insects to 

build the energy required 
for the long flight ahead. 
Migratory birds have 
been shown to have a 
marked preference for 
native seed and berries 
even when they are few-
er in the landscape than 

non-natives. Their choice is 
grounded in deep knowl-

edge, since the highest fat and 
energy densities are found in the 

fruits of native shrubs (Smith et al., 2013). 
Planting native blueberries or letting 
some of your wild raspberries scramble 
in your yard helps ensure the feathered 
ones arrive safely to their winter homes. 
There is still time to get those berry bushes 
in the ground!

—Cornwall Conservation Commission

Taking Out the Trash
Benjamin Franklin famously noted that “in 
this world nothing can be said to be certain, 
except death and taxes.” Unfortunately, in 
my home I have to add trash to Ben’s list. 
Loving to cook but not always having com-
pany to share my creations, I often find my 
weekly refrigerator cleanout to be embar-
rassing. Even though Ted has assured me 
that the transfer station is a “No Judgment 
Zone,” I still feel like I’m mak-
ing a weekly walk of shame. 
However, fear of attracting bears 
and a bit of laziness kept 
me from setting up a back-
yard composting system. Fi-
nally, between the embarrass-
ing transfer station hauls and the 
chunk of change I’ve been 
plunking down at the garden 
shops for compost, I decided to 
take the plunge. I had no idea that so 
many home “composting” options were 
available. In case you too, have been pro-
crastinating on the composting effort, I 
hope my journey can help.
	 After comparing the pros and cons, I se-
lected the Mill. This is technically not a 
composter, but rather an electric food recy-
cler. There are several other brands of food 
recyclers, including Lomi and Vitamix. In 

addition to these electric food recyclers, 
there are also indoor microbial composters 
such as Reencle and GEME Terra. The recy-
clers use a combination of heat and grind-
ing to turn food scraps into dehydrated 
food grounds. The microbial composters 
create biologically active compost using 
microbial cultures to actively decompose 
scraps into soil-ready compost.
	 I’m not exaggerating to say there are 
many variables to consider. Choosing a 
new car was easier! Different brands offer 
varying characteristics, such as the size/ca-
pacity of the machine, the frequency of 
emptying, the range of food scraps that can 
be recycled, and the initial cost and the op-
erating cost. AI helped compare options 
and some intrepid Cornwallians who have 
been using food recyclers and composting 
systems generously shared their experi-
ence with me. I chose the Mill because it 
only needs to be emptied once a month 
and they offered a monthly rental option 
so that I didn’t have to make a large up-
front investment.
	 However, one of the factors that drove 
me to a home system was the intention to 
create compost for my garden. The system I 
chose does not produce nutrient-rich soil. 
Since the output from the Mill is in a state 
that can be quickly turned into compost, I 
set up a dual-chamber tumbler in the yard 
to mix the recycled food waste with yard 
waste. In two weeks, I have compost and 
the processed waste that goes into the tum-
bler does not attract bears. If someone is 
interested in using the recycling system but 
doesn’t want to make compost, the Mill has 
a program where they will pick up your re-
cycled food waste.
	 Another option will be available in 
Cornwall, hopefully by the end of the year. 
As of July 1, the town is part of a new solid 
waste group under the NW Regional Waste 
Authority. The town of Cornwall received a 
grant to engineer and develop a compost-
ing site at the transfer station. The site has 
been mapped, and the project is waiting for 
DEEP to issue the permit.        —Robin Gray

Cornwall Briefs
• The latest word is that the town’s 

new fire trucks should be 
ready to roll out the fire-
house doors in July 2027.

• A number of Cornwall’s 
roads will be freshly paved 

during August, including Town 
Street South, Great Hollow Road, 

and Hall Road.
• Now that the Little Guild has moved 
to a new home, two additional pickle-

ball courts will be built on the site of its 
temporary facility at Foote Field.

• Hammond Beach may be Cornwall’s 
coolest spot during August’s dog days. 
Passes are available for $20 from the select-
man’s office, open Monday through Thurs-
day from 9 a.m to noon and 1 to 4 p.m.

—Stephen Soba
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Events & Announcements
Cornwall Historical Society
	 Saturday, August 1, 10 a.m., “Cornwall 
Village Hidden Histories” walking tour led 
by Doug Gold (free). RSVP is appreciated.
	 Saturday, August 1, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
Summer Party & Auction ($75/person). RSVP 
is required.
	 Saturday, August 15, from 1 to 3 p.m., 
“Militia Outfitting” with Warren Stevens 
(free). Register for these events online at 
cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/events.

At the Cornwall Library
	 Artist and author Adam Van Doren 
talks about his book In the Founders’ Foot-
steps: Landmarks of the American Revolution 
on Saturday, August 1, at 4 p.m. The book 
incorporates essays and paintings of 32 his-
toric sites of the War of Indepen-
dence. Registration required.
	 Author Talk: Come hear 
award-winning author Fran-
cine Prose discuss her book Five 
Weeks in the Country, on Saturday, 
August 8, at 5 p.m. This is work of imagina-
tive fiction inspired by the strange friend-
ship between Charles Dickens and Hans 
Christian Andersen. Talk moderated by 
Roxana Robinson. Registration required.
	 Art Class: Paint Summer in Pastels with 
Collette Hurst on August 8, 15, and 22, from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Try the art medium of pas-
tels to paint flowers and landscapes. Fee: 
$75 includes three classes, payable at 
first class. Registration required.
	 Author Talk: Kurt Andersen 
will present his new book, The 
Breakup, at town hall, August 29, at 
5 p.m. Roxana Robinson will serve as 
interlocuter. Registration required.
	 Storybook hour with Miss Rita 
will pause for the month of August 
and return in September.
	 Labor Day Art Sale, Friday, September 4, 
opening reception from 6 to 8 p.m. Donations 
of artwork (paintings, drawings, prints, wa-
tercolors, collages, posters, and photographs) 
are welcome through mid-August during 
the library’s regular hours. All proceeds ben-
efit the Cornwall Library.

Ready those Red Dots! The 
Rose Algrant Art Show 
celebrates its 68th year, Au-
gust 7 to 9. (See insert or 
rosealgrantartshow.org for 
details.)

Cornwall Conservation Trust
	 Saturday, August 8, at 10 a.m., join 
Terry Burke for a hike through the Red 
Mountain, Dobbs, and Greyledge pre-
serves. The hike features rocky ledges and 
views of a scenic brook and is moderately 
difficult, with some rocky, uneven terrain. 
The route is approximately 3.8 miles as an 
out-and-back hike or can be completed as a 
pleasant 3-mile loop by returning along 
Johnson Road. Park near 29 Johnson Road 
and remember to be tick savvy.
	    Invasive Species Scavenger Hunt, Sat-

urday, August 29, at 10 a.m. It will be led 
by Ellie Appleseed at the Rattlesnake 

Preserve and offers two $50 
gift card prizes. Designed 

for landowners and families, 
this fun and educational program will 

help participants learn to identify plants 
that threaten native habitats and ex-
plore ways to manage them. This is 

a joint program of the Cornwall Con-
servation Trust and the Cornwall Con-
servation Commission. Park at the 
south end of Rattlesnake Road. Rain 
date: Sunday, August 30, at 11 a.m.

Park and Recreation
	 Saturday, August 8, Taste of 
Cornwall event on the town 
green from 4 to 7 p.m. Live music 
with Matthew Dylan, vendors, and 
local farm-to-table tasting food by 
Freund’s Farm Market for $5 per 
person.
	 Senior lunch, Wednesday, August 

12, noon at the Foote Field pavilion. MUST 
RSVP by August 9.
	 Community Social Hour, Wednesday, 
August 19, from 2 to 3 p.m. Just drop by 
UCC Parish House for snacks and drinks 
with friends.
	 Senior breakfast, Wednesday, August 
26, Foote Field pavilion at 9 a.m. MUST 
RSVP by August 23. To RSVP, visit park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/text Beth
aney Mastrocola at 860- 419-5337.

Primaries: Notice is hereby given that pri-
maries of both the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties will be held on Tuesday, Au-
gust 11. The Democratic primary will be for 
the nominations of governor. The Republi-
can primary will be for representative in 

Congress. Early Voting will 
start on August 3 and run 

through August 9. Hours are 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., August 3, 5 ,7, 8, and 
9. On August 4 and 6, hours are 8 

a.m. to 8 p.m. Only registered Demo-
crats or Republicans can vote in primaries.
Absentee ballots will be available during 
regular town clerk hours. Ballots must be 
returned by 8 p.m. on Primary Day.
	 Absentee ballots are available at bit.ly/
cornwall-voting or in person during town 
clerk’s office hours. The secure ballot drop 
box is now unlocked. Applications and 
completed ballots can be deposited into the 
drop box 24 hours a day or can be mailed.

Cornwall Garden Club. Friday, August 
28, 10 to 11:30 a.m. Gardener’s Gab at the 
Pink House. Join fellow Cornwall garden-
ers for a lively get-together and brunch. 
Gather to eat and talk all things garden. 

The Pink House on the terrace, 34 
Lower River Road. RSVP by August 
26, cornwallgardenclub1@gmail.com.

Safety First! If you venture out onto 
the water during these warm sum-
mer days, the Cornwall Volunteer 

Fire Department reminds you to be 
boating safe: Wear your life jacket!

Cornwall Town-wide Open Stu-
dios, Saturday, September 5, from 1 
to 5 p.m. If you are an artist with a 
studio in Cornwall and want to par-

ticipate, contact Dave Colbert at 
davidcolbert7@gmail.com.

Summer Days
Summer days stretch long and bright,
Bringing vacation hours into view;
Take up your pen and write,
The Cornwall Chronicle needs you!
PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796 
or cornwallchronicle.org





North Cornwall Meeting House 
200th Anniversary Weekend 

 

August 21-23 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 
Fun and fact-filled talk in the NCMH sanctuary at 7:00 preceded by a 

reception and drinks at 6:00.  
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 
Organ Concert, Hector Migliacci Guest Organist at 5:00 followed by a 

reception and drinks at 6:00.  
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 
Old Home Sunday Worship, Kent Siladi, Guest Minister – 10:00 a.m. 

Picnic lunch under a tent following worship.  
(bring your own lunch, blanket or chairs) 

 

North Cornwall Meeting House 
115 Town Street, West Cornwall 



A THORNY SUBJECT 

Multiflora rose was brought to the United States from Asia in the 
1860s. With long, arching stems and plentiful small white flowers, 
it was valued as an ornamental shrub, as root stock, and for erosion 
control. But today, thorny thickets of Multiflora rose have spread to 
fields, roadsides, and forest gaps throughout the eastern half of the 
country, choking out native plants. 

CORNWALL CONSERVATION COMMISSION:
IDENTIFY, REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF INVASIVE PLANTS

MULTIFLORA ROSE
ROSA MULTIFLORA

�is insert made possible by funding from �e Cornwall Foundation. Illustrations by Cindy Kirk.

Calendar

Adapted from the Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Management Calendar produced by the Connecticut 
Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG).

Treatment, 
herbicidal

Treatment, 
mechanical

APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV

Disposal

DRY ON SITE: Branches with or without roots but without �owers or 
berries can be piled (ideally on a platform of other dead branches) to dry 
and decompose, then treat as you would any other brush. Multiflora rose 
seeds have a tough outer shell 
which makes them very difficult 
to kill, so make every effort to cut 
the plants before they flower and 
go to seed.
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MULTIFLORA ROSE 
INVASIVE PLANT FACTSHEET:

UCONN Extension guide to identifi cation, 
control and disposal. bit.ly/ccc_multi

Removal/Control

Best methods depend on plant size and location. Combining mechanical 
methods with herbicide is recommended to fully kill the roots. Th e best 
time for removal is just before the plant fl owers in May. Beware of thorns: 
wear thick gloves and heavy-duty clothing. 

PULL/DIG: Hand removal works when plants are small. Use an 
extractor tool to remove the entire root crown. 

CUT AND PAINT: Cut stems close to the ground and paint right away 
with herbicide. Revisit and repeat for any regrowth.

MOW: In open areas like pastures, brush mowing provides partial 
control by restricting top growth and hampering the root systems. 
Mowing three to six times per year may be needed to prevent spread. 

SPRAY: Herbicidal spray treatments, if called for, should be planned 
with professional help. Cutting or mowing the bushes back and then 
spraying the re-growth limits the amount of spray needed. Th is kind of 
targeted herbicide use can be a net positive for the ecosystem.

Identifi cation

With dark green leaves, the young stems are green and mature to brown. 
White, fi ve-petaled fl owers last from May into July, followed by red berries or 
“hips” that grow in clusters and persist on the plant through the winter.

Spread

Seeds from the hips, oft en spread by birds and animals, germinate in the soil 
and can stay viable for up to 20 years. Th e arching branch tips of Multifl ora 
rose can root when they touch the ground, and shallow roots can produce 
new sprouts. Once established, the shrub can spread quickly, with thickets 
widening up to two feet per week.
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ANNUAL LABOR DAY ART SALE
September 4–7, 2026

Donations of artwork welcome at the
Library through August 21: 
paintings, drawings, prints,

watercolors, collages and photographs.

All proceeds to benefit The Cornwall Library.


