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Covid Flare
at CCS

The second week of November began at
CCS with all classes learning in person and
happy to be there. By the beginning of the
next week, grades five, six, and seven were
home and learning online after a flare of
positive tests for Covid-19 threatened to
close the building on Cream Hill Road.

It all began quietly enough. Principal
Mary Kay Ravenola alerted parents on
Tuesday, November 9, that the number
three bus would be out of service for two
weeks. Two days later another letter in-
formed families that three students had
tested positive for the virus. Later the same
day, a second letter announced that the
weekly Covid screening program had
found more positives and that grades five
and six would be closed for two weeks of
quarantine and on-line learning.

As the week went on, families learned that
although some of the positives were asymp-
tomatic, a total of 15 cases were identified. By
Friday another letter from Principal Raven-
ola urged CCS families in all grades to be
tested; students and adults alike. Two staff
members and another student tested posi-

tive. Suspected, but unconfirmed as a cause ¢

of the outbreak, were Halloween parties and
other social activities, she said.

In a letter released Monday, November
15, First Selectman Gordon Ridgway and

Board of Education Chair Emilie Pryor re-
vealed that the cluster of positive tests “cen-
tered around yet-to-be vaccinated children.”
Students aged five and older were urged to
consider getting the shots as soon as possible
at free clinics in Region One towns.

At a Board of Education meeting on No-
vember 17, the members agreed that the
board should not be giving medical advice
and that the decision to vaccinate was up to
the younger students’ families.

All through that troubling week, CCS
leadership meticulously followed the pro-
tocols established by Region One and its
medical advisors. Principal Ravenola and
school nurse Clare Rashkoff led the effort
supported by Region One Superintendent
Lisa Carter. Social Services Director Heath-
er Dinneen assured the school that food de-
liveries could be made to quarantined fam-
ilies from the town’s food pantry.

As this issue of the Chronicle heads to
press, it was unclear what course the virus
would take. What emerged from the out-
break was the strength of the protocols
protecting students, their families, and
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the staff and the willing-
ness of the school’s leader-
ship to act quickly and effec-
tively. We're in good hands.
—Lisa L. Simont

The Cornwall Knitters

It is the second Wednesday of the month,
which means that starting at 9:30 A.m. in the
library, a special group of Cornwallians are
busily creating blankets, hats, sweaters,
booties, and anything else that would make a
fantastic gift. The Cornwall Knitters formed
sometime around 2015; they were very casu-
al about this date. The numbers they are cer-
tain about, however, are the counts on the
items they have donated to Smilow Cancer
Center, the Winsted Senior Center, the VA
Hospital on Long Island, the Pine Ridge Res-
ervation, FISH, the Giving Hands hat tree in
Torrington, and Cornwall Social Services:
925 hats to date and a half dozen red, white,
and blue blankets for veterans.

Current and long-time members in-
clude Susan Saccardi, Brenda Underwood,
Sally Hart, Eileen and Mary Gargan, Janet
Savin, Margaret Bardot, Ann Gold, Martha

? Bruehl, Anne Hummel, Pat Thibault, Susan

Francisco, Janet Walker, and Yvonne Dut-
ton. Each person brings their own talents
and materials to the table. Sometimes they

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) gym. Our PE teacher, Mrs. Loi, lined the Welcome
floor with mats. We spent agonizing days Theodore Robert Julian
share patterns or help each other learn a sliding on the synthetic surface learning the to Justin and Cecelia Julian
new craft. They always share mulffins, tea, kick and glide herringbone and how to side .
and stories during the two hours they work  step uphill. While my friends were having Congratulatlons

together.

The consensus is “it’s relaxing to not
knit for yourself or family members” be-
cause “whatever you make will fit some-
one.” “Someone” also includes one of their
favorite recipients—new babies! Up until
recently, Cornwall had been a bit .
slow with this population, but @
the Knitters have been particular- (4
ly busy with the veritable boom in
the last year.

My family was recently part
of a drop-off gifting and I
mused, “What on earth did Su-
san just leave on our gate?” as she
quickly pulled out of the driveway. New
baby Hazel looks positively cherubic in her
matching booties and hat (and while inter-
viewing via video chat, we got to see the
matching sweater that is coming soon).
There was also a gorgeous baby blanket, ze-
bra stuffed animal, quilted burp cloth, and
even pom-pom winter hats for big brother
and sister. These are the kinds of timeless
treasures that every child should come into
the world with.

If you would like to become a Cornwall
Knitter (or crocheter, stitcher, quilter, etc.)
they welcome all vaccinated crafters at the
Cornwall Library on the second Wednesday
of each month between 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.

—Iris Hermann

Coming Full Circle and Uphill

(This is an excerpt from Ted Cheney’s gradua-
tion speech to CCS class of 2021. The speech in
its entirety will be available on the Chronicle
website and Facebook page.)

In preparation for tonight, I was flipping
through my CCS yearbook. I hoped it
would remind me of what CCS was like for
me. It did. Twenty-four years removed, I
could still see how Cornwall shaped my
foundation. One of the great things about
CCS when I attended school here was that
Mohawk Mountain would generously give
season passes to students in the fourth
grade and above. This immediately got
generations of kids hooked on skiing and
caused parents to up their insurance. CCS
had led me to my passion, skiing.

The season pass, however, came with a
catch. In order to get your pass for awe-
some downbhill skiing, you had to complete
a year of obviously less cool cross-country
skiing. The winter I learned to cross-coun-
try ski was a bleak one. Not only were my
friends on the mountain, shredding with-
out me, but the lack of natural snow had
confined us \\ cross-country skiers to the

the times of their lives, I was being tortured,
learning useless stuff I would never use
again. As it was for me then, it is often hard
to see the value of a lesson as you are learn-
ing it.

I continued to ski every winter through-

out school and was the captain
A& of the ski team my senior year.
& Playing sports was my main
motivation during school. My
{\ passion for skiing led me to the
7\ University of Colorado. There
in the front range, I fell in love
with backcountry skiing and

untracked, powder snow.

I was fascinated by snow science and
learned all I could about avalanches and
how to read the snowpack and terrain in
order to safely ascend and descend Colora-
do peaks. I read books, watched movies,
and kept journals on every snowstorm
throughout the winter. In short, I dropped
out of college and became a ski bum.

Believe it or not, I struggled with this
choice. Traditionally, Cheneys had done
very well in school and graduated college. I
was going against the grain. I felt that I was
letting my parents down. As I ventured into
bigger mountains, they expressed their
concern for my safety and I felt I burdened
them with worry. One of the things I love
about my dad is his ability to help me work
through conflicting emotions. Although it
was hard for him, he told me to march to
the beat of my own drum. It was around
this time that I learned about Alaska and
helicopter skiing.

In coastal Alaska, the mountains rise
8,000 feet out of the ocean. The frigid Arctic
wind mixes with the moisture-laden air
from the Gulf of Alaska and coats some of
the biggest, steepest peaks with the best
snow in the world. The unique
weather conditions create a 4
snowpack that can stick to 7
steeper terrain than elsewhere.
The wind and relentless snow
create features in the moun-
tains that make them appear as
if they are out of Dr Seuss’s
Whoville. Due to these facts, ski
and snowboard enthusiasts, as
well as professional athletes, trav- -
el from all over the world to ride
these mountains. Because of the remote-
ness of these peaks, the only way to access
some of them is by helicopter.

People pay thousands of dollars for a
single day of heli-skiing. It allows you to
get to places no other human has been to.
One job you can have is riding helicopters
and taking people skiing. I knew what I
wanted to do. I dreamt of being a helicopter
ski guide. In 2007 I moved to Haines, Alas-
ka, over 3,000 miles away from here.

Now, Haines is not just a place for crazy

Madeline J. Garnett and Alexander C. Cushman
Christina E. Clements and Shamsudeen Mustafa

Good-bye to a Friend

Willis E. Ocain
Land Transfers

Estate of Edward Council to Kevin James
Tremarzo and Monika Tremarzo, land with
buildings and improvements thereon at 119

Kent Road, for $247,730.

Donna Joy Silbert to Joanne Karen Windas, her
interest in land with buildings and improve-
ments thereon at 113 Pritchard Road,
for $116,770.

skiers. It is home to indigenous people who
have lived here for centuries. They exist in
harmony with the natural cycles of salmon
runs and hunting seasons. Haines is also
known for its mining history. Early pio-
neers flocked to Alaska by the thousands
during the Klondike Gold Rush. Every
spring, the snowmelt washes gold from the
very mountains I was there to ski down to
the creeks below. Thirty miles west of
Haines is Porcupine Creek, the site of John
Schnabel’s gold claim. His grandson, Park-
er, is the star of the reality TV show Gold
Rush, which was filmed there.

Not all of us are cut out to be miners.
But what I think that means is that, no mat-
ter what you are passionate about, the pro-
cess in which you do it is equally as import-
ant as the end result.

The gold I was seeking was powder
snow in the mountains and becoming a
professional ski guide. The process of find-
ing it taught me how to achieve my goals. I
worked hard. I got training. I built my daily
routine so I could focus my energy on being
able to learn and take in the skills necessary
for guiding. Unlike my schoolwork, I was
able to see tomorrow’s results for the
work I put in today. Finally, I could
see the value in lessons I was
learning. After years of edu-
cation and hard work, I be-
came a guide.

One day, while taking a
group of clients down a par-
ticularly long run, everyone was tired at the
bottom. It was towards the end of the day
and we had time for one more run. I radi-
oed to the helicopter pilot that we were
ready to be picked up and despite sore legs,
the group wanted to go back to the top. The
pilot responded that the helicopter was
broken down and that there was no way for
him to get us. We were 20 miles deep into
the mountain range. Hiking out before
dark was not an option. We were not
equipped to spend the night on a glacier in
the middle of February. I told the group we
had a problem.
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The joy and elation of the last ski >
run was replaced by panic and fear. _
Our options were limited. We start-
ed to prepare for a long, cold night
with hopes another heli would get
us in the morning. We began to _
empty our packs to see what re-
sources we had. Our helicopter pi- \ !
lot was in the same predicament, ~
stuck on the valley floor, the next
ridge over. -

As the sun started to go down, P
a call came out on the radio. There
was a helicopter coming in from anoth- -
er company to come get us. They were
going to pick up the stranded pilot and
then come back for us. Due to the fading
light, we were in the shadows on the val-
ley floor. By the time the heli came back, it
would be too dark to land. The pilot said
the only way to get us is if we ascended a
steep ridge to get to the opposing side,
which was still in the sun.

We had to get moving quickly. The
deep snow made it impossible to walk out.
We needed to have our skis on to distrib-
ute our weight and stay on top of the
snow. The frightened clients struggled to
gain any ground.

As our options were running out, I re-
membered the herringbone and side step
that Mrs. Loi taught me so many years ago.

I shared that information with the cli-
ents and we were able to reach the waiting
helicopter safely. The useless stuff I had
vowed I would never use in real life came
back to save us, 20 years later.

The finding of my gold led me to my
wife and the most rewarding thing in my
life, my family. At heart, I still am just a ski
bum. But, the pursuit of my passion has
made me live a good life. After my guiding
career, I got a job on the Haines Public
Works crew. I learned how to operate
heavy machinery and my experience doing
that allowed me to get a job here and return
to Cornwall. For that, I am grateful. Going
out into the world and learning skills to
come back and help your community is a
lesson for another day. — Ted Cheney

\

The Clock Shop’s
Unlikely Origins

Russell Guerin did not plan to become an
expert in clock repair. He went to school for
mechanics and automotive and started his
career as a tool and die maker for Morse
Cutting Tools and Dupont Tool & Machine
Co. At Dupont, he would be given a block
of metal and a blueprint to create bolts,
screws, and whatever else the plan called
for. Once done, he would be given anoth-

er plan to put the parts he'd made *\

together to form a working ma- M_,‘____}"'

chine. It was like solving an in-
tricate puzzle.

After retirement, that education came in
handier than he’d ever expected. In 1992,
Russell Guerin’s father-in-law, a clock
smith, passed away. Russell’s wife, Molly,
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-and her sister Joan began to get calls
from customers who'd entrusted
their father with repairing their
~ clocks. Molly and Joan turned to
> Russell for help. With clock bodies
\ in one room and a table covered
with cups and saucers full of small

\ N parts on a table in another, Russell
—~ started a sort of process of elimination,

~ matching clock bodies with their parts.
After restoring 30 clocks, Russell

_ had a new career. He joined the

— Newtown, Connecticut, chapter of
~ the National Association of Watch

v and Clock Collectors. At the meet-

ings, experienced clock smiths taught
crash courses in clock repair. Russell
was a quick study.

In 1993, he registered and converted an
old chicken coop/tractor barn on his prop-
erty into The Clock Shop. And what a shop
it is! It is like walking back in time. Russell
has clocks from different countries and dif-
ferent centuries, in many shapes and sizes.
He is happy to share his knowl-
edge. Russell does not repair ==
wrist watches; they're too ££
small, nor does he work ‘:
on electric clocks.

I learned more about
the history of clocks during
my conversation with Russell
than I'd ever imagined. I learned
how to differentiate clocks made in
France, Germany, and China. I admired the
lovely sounds of cuckoo clocks with their
outsized gongs. I learned alarm clocks began
by turning the alarm hand behind the hour
hand. And that some clocks have large holes
in the face, so the purchasers could see the
brass works inside.

Although Russell didn’t know much
about clocks 30 years ago, it seems there
isn’t much he doesn’t know now.

—Erin Hedden

FOI For Once and For All

In the playgrounds of community dis-
course this past election cycle, the transpar-
ency and openness of our town meetings
was a hot topic. Promises were made, accu-
sations flew, and concerns were voiced
about our elected officials’” willingness to
listen.

On November 8th, less than a week af-
ter Election Day, the selectmen conducted a
special meeting about Connecticut’s
Freedom of Information policies—
in part to help clarify issues relat-
ing to open public meetings and
how citizens can most effectively
have their voices be heard.

was Connecticut FOI Pub-
lic Information Officer Tom Hennick,
who laid out the history of the FOI law in

the state (adopted unanimously by the state
legislature during the Nixon era) and the
way the law currently applies to public
meetings.

Much of the meeting gave guidance to
our volunteer public officials on FOI proto-
col basics: publishing meeting agendas at
least 24 hours prior, the difference between
special and emergency meetings, etc. One
takeaway is that they cannot engage in sub-
stantial discussions outside public meet-
ings. Imagine how hard it would be to not
talk about anything with your co-workers
or make any decisions until a big meeting
once a month?

While the Connecticut FOI law guaran-
tees most town and P&Z meetings be open
to the public for viewing and to be record-
ed, it does not require any town official to
answer questions during a public meeting,
or even allow public comments at all. That’s
at the discretion of the officials running the
meeting. So, when our town officials open

the floor for public comment—it’s be-
cause they’ve decided to hear
b~ from the attendees—not
because they are forced
P to listen by law.
Because all business of
8 committees, like P&Z for
example, must be con-
- ducted during public meet-
ings—it puts a premium on the
meeting runtime. It's something
P&Z Chair Anna Timell is mindful of: “The
bottom line is that P&Z meetings are not
meant to be dominated by public discus-
sion...We would all quickly bog down in
this sort of environment and never get any-
thing done.”

Newly elected Selectwoman Janet Carl-
son suggests that there are multiple ways to
get public comment to a board or committee,
not just by speaking during public comment.
Submitting questions and concerns in writ-
ing, even by email, is welcomed by all boards.
It's a way ideas can be thoughtfully consid-
ered outside the time pressure of a public
meeting.

Carlson points out that writing “also
takes the pressure off the person wishing to
offer insights or feedback. I don’t know any-
one who works in an official capacity in
Cornwall who doesn’t read every single
email or letter they get. I think that some peo-
ple think because a letter isn't read aloud at a
meeting that it hasn’t been heard —but that’s
just not the case. No matter how you choose
to share your input it will be appreciated and
fully considered.”

Anna Timell points out that if someone is
more interested in having their public com-
ments heard by the audience of a meeting, or
to have their letter read aloud for it to be
heard publicly rather than for it to be heard
by members of the committee —maybe social

media or other platforms would be a bet-

ter fit.
Anna also suggests that town forums
like the recent Affordable Housing Com-

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

mittee Forum can go a long way in creating a
public discourse that regular meetings can’t
accommodate. Less formal than town meet-
ings, with an agenda that is almost exclusive-
ly public comment, they fit the public bill in a
way that regular meetings can’t. Anna, for
one, likes that format. “I hope to make more
use of these in the future.”  —Bill McClane

Cornwall Briefs

* Municipal Election Results: With 624 vot-
ers casting ballots, Gordon Ridgway (D) was
elected for his 16th term as first selectman.
The rest of the winners were as follows: Se-
lectmen Janet Carlson (D) and Priscilla Pavel
(Petitioning); Town Clerk Vera Dinneen
(R,D); Town Treasurer Richard Bramley (D);
Tax Collector Jean Boutellier (R,D); Board of
Finance, Simon Hewett (D) and Lisa Simont
(D); Board of Finance alternates Rocco Botto
(D) and John Brown (R); Board of Education,
Dean Saccardi (D), Martha Bruehl (D), and
Emilie Pryor (R); Board of Assessment Ap-
peals, Richard Wolkowitz (D); Planning and
Zoning Commission, James LaPorta (D) and
Keith Bodwell (R); Planning and
Zoning alternate, four years,
Phill West (D); Planning and
Zoning alternate, two years, Z
Anna Gray (D); Zoning Board

of Appeals, Betty Spence (D)
and George Wolfe (D).

* Vacancies need filling: There are vacan-
cies to be filled on several boards and com-
missions, including P&Z, ZBA, Inland Wet-
lands, Park and Rec, Economic Development,
and the Conservation Commission. Twen-
ty-four vacancies were filled at the Novem-
ber selectman’s meeting, and others are slat-
ed to be filled in December. Send a letter or
email expressing your interest and qualifica-
tion to the selectmen’s office. Remember that
you do need to be an elector of the town of
Cornwall to be eligible to serve.

* Bridgegate update: The infamous Cog-
swell Bridge has been painted a dark green,
and plans for a wooden beam to top it off
have been arranged and financed by neigh-
bors. Bruce Bennett has served as the liaison
between concerned citizens and the Board of
Selectmen. The wooden beam will be craft-

A Time of Giving

The holiday season may almost be here, but
your local paper never takes a vacation.
Help see to it that we keep making it to your
mailbox by sending your contribution to
ours (PO Box 6, West Cornwall).

ed by Duke Besozzi from Cornwall Naval
Timber. An interesting tidbit is that Duke
Besozzi’s great uncle, as a new graduate
from RPI in the 1930s, was an engineer for
the original Cogswell Bridge.

— Annie Kosciusko

At the Cornwall Library

On December 1 at 6 p.m.
via Zoom, Margaret Haske,
director of the Cornwall Li-
brary, will hold a public
meeting to address changes in
the library’s internet availability, and the
Cornwall Library Board’s adoption of a
new internet safety policy. This meeting is
required to be in compliance with the Chil-
dren’s Internet Protection Act. The link can
be found on the library website.

Gingerbread house competition and
tree lighting on December 5 at 4 p.m: there
will be an adult category and a children’s
category, with prizes for the winners.
Please register on the library’s website.

The library has placed a “Santa’s Mail-
box” outside the library. No post-
age needed; we will make sure to
get Santa’s letters to him. (Psst,
be sure to let us know if you want
the letters back.)

Children’s Story Time: Wednes-

.4\
’%
k = days at 10:30 a.m; half hour pro-

gram of stories, songs, and games, fol-
lowed by time to do a small craft project or
just enjoy the library space. All ages wel-
come.

Afterschool Art Program: Thursdays at
the library from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Each week
will feature a new project taking inspiration
from the books in the children’s collection
and the changing seasons. All art materials
will be provided. The children are welcome
to bring their own snacks and drinks. Clear
liquids are preferred (i.e., water or apple
juice). All ages are welcome. Please email

CornwallLibraryYA@gmail.com to RSVP
on a weekly basis.

Children’s Shopping Room on Saturday,
December 4, from 10 A.m. to 1 p.Mm. in the
UCC Parish House; opportunity for chil-
dren to shop for their friends and family at
very reasonable prices. Elves will help the
children shop and wrap while parents wait.
Masks are required for age 3 and older.
Open for children up to age 14.

Housing Commission Forum regarding
the proposed Town Housing Plan will be
held on December 8 at 4 p.m. via Zoom. The

plan and meeting link will be posted on the
Cornwall website. Written comments should
be sent to the Board of Selectmen, and oral
testimony will be received at the meeting.

West Cornwall’s 12 Days of Christmas
returns for a second year with new
original artwork. Opening night

4 to 6 .M., then open continuously
from December 11 through January
) 2.This year’s artists include Magaly
Ohika, Michael Heming, Zejke
and Iris Hermann, Joy Setton,
Sally Van Doren, Ellen Moon, Rita Vitalis,
Constance Old, Catherine deNeergard,
April Stewart Klausner, and the CCS third
grade. Exhibit maps are available at the
Wish House, Covered Bridge Electric Bike
Shop, and Three Guys Ski and Ride. Stick-
ers and prizes available for kids who find
all the windows.

Annual Boxing Day Reading: On Decem-
ber 26 at 4 p.m. at the North Cornwall Meet-
inghouse. Tom Walker will read a selection
from Vladimir Nabokov’s Speak, Memory,
an account of his childhood and youth in
pre-Revolutionary Russia. Registration is
required at cornwalllibrary.org. Masks are
required to attend.

Art in Cornwall Debby Jones’s show “In
Full Color” will be on view in the library
until December 31.
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Dear Reader,

Who Knew? The Chronicle got started because there were few ways then for
residents to learn about what was going on in town, governmentally or
otherwise, although the dump, Baird's general store, and the post offices no
doubt provided informal opportunities. A volunteer group of editors, writers,
artists, and production people—active and retired — gradually coalesced to fix
the problem.

A straightforward solution would have resulted in a compendium of basic
data: committee and town meeting schedules and agendas, births, deaths,
weddings, and real estate transactions. But luckily, all those talented people
went far beyond that, publishing a monthly 4-pager with in depth stories:
funny or just whimsical, serious, informative, and interesting, about town life,
people past and present, town history, the operations of government, nature,
and the environment. All accompanied by clever and amusing artwork.

Now, thirty years later and counting, the latest crop of volunteers continues
to carry out the traditions of the publication —uninterrupted during all that
time — helped by a few paid experts and our supportive
printer. The Chronicle appears in every mailbox <7
in town near the first of each month and is f_‘/ 'C;/

»

mailed to over 270 out-of-towners. Responding

to more recent opportunities, we also have a Z}

website that features stories not always

available in our print edition, and a presence on Facebook and Instagram, to
make sure we get the word out—with photos too—and accommodate every
reader's preference. That translated to 2357 website visits during the most
recent 4-month period, 689 Facebook “Likes” and 829 Instagram “followers.”

We're a nonprofit organization, bound by our charter to be nonpartisan, and
free of any form of promotion for or against any legislation or the election of
any political candidate. That's unusual these days.

Oh, and also we are to be “financed by broad voluntary contributions.... “
That's where you come in. Aside from a tiny mention on the last page of each
issue, this annual letter solicits those broad, voluntary contributions. Your
support over all this time has been wonderful and encouraging, and we hope
you will continue to enjoy the Chronicle.

Sincerely,

The Directors

Illustrations by Adam Van Doren
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(If the return envelope is missing, use the coupon below.)

Yes, I'll help the Chronicle continue.
Enclosed is my/our tax-deductible gift of:

(0$250 [$100 O$75 [$50 [$25 [ Other

Name

Address

City/St/Zip

Make check payable to Cornwall Chronicle; send to PO Box 6, West Cornwall CT 06796

The Chronicle is a tax-exempt, charitable organization as described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Illustrations by Adam Van Doren




