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Protecting Land and Home

Conflict? What conflict? That was the
broad-brush message conveyed at the No-
vember 12 panel discussion convened by
Cornwall Conservation Trust (CCT) to ex-
amine the perennial perceived problem of
conservation vs. housing (in particular af-
fordable housing).

For just over an hour, five panelists from
both sides of the issue fielded questions
posed by moderator Ingrid Ellen. What
emerged was a robust discussion including
Cornwall’s progress on housing so far, what
barriers remain, and ongoing opportunities
for cooperation and partnership.

Bart Jones, CCT president, set the stage
by noting the dual mandate that exists: pro-
viding for nature and for man. Highlighting
data from other Litchfield County towns, he
observed that Cornwall’s percentage of con-
served land (38.56%) is in line with that of
our neighbors. Citing the over 18,000 acres of
Cornwall that currently are not permanently
protected, he observed that if Cornwall care-
fully addresses its dual mandate, it can suc-
cessfully accommodate additional conserva-
tion and development because there’s “lots
of land left to work with.” Bart clarified that
the CCT does not have a specific acreage
goal, instead the CCT hews to its mission to
protect land that promotes farming, forests,
clean water, wildlife habitat, and that also en-
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genders climate resilience.

Also promoting conservation concepts,
Heidi Cunnick, chair of Cornwall’s Conser-
vation Commission (CCC), noted that as an
advisory commission, the CCC conducts re-
search and provides guidance about areas
possessing high conservation value in Corn-
wall, focusing on the ecosystem services that
these areas provide. Identifying areas of high
conservation value also shines a light on loca-
tions where housing development could be
accommodated without undue negative eco-
logical impacts.

Delving into more granular detail, Anna
Timell, chair of Cornwall's Planning and
Zoning Commission (P&Z), described Corn-
wall’s current affordable housing stock of 36
units as defined and tabulated annually by
Connecticut’s Department of Housing. Per
legislation enacted in 1989, the state requires
each town to have at least 10% of its housing
units as “affordable” or the town remains
subject to a land-use appeals process that can
override local zoning decisions. Anna also
noted the important difference between “af-
fordable” housing and “attainable” housing:
the former for families earning up to 80% of
area median income (AMI)) while the latter
is for families earning up to 100% of AMI.
The “attainable” figure is used by the Corn-
wall Housing Corporation (CHC) in its par-
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cel program, but unfortunately is not eligible
for inclusion in the state’s official count.
Cornwall (currently at 3.57%) is doing better
to meet the state’s affordable housing goal
than many of our neighboring towns; only
Kent (3.96%) and Litchfield (4.83%) exceed
Cornwall’s percentage of affordable housing
units.

To move toward the 10% goal, the town
of Cornwall established as its initial goal,
over the next five years, a total of 30 units: 10
affordable (ownership), 10 affordable (rent-
al), and 10 attainable (senior ownership).

The question then posed to Ginni Block,
president of the Cornwall Housing Corpora-
tion, was how much land would be neces-
sary to accomplish the goals set out by the
state (a unit number roughly estimated to be
around 80 units). Ginni explained that the
numbers don’t exactly translate, since the an-
swer would depend on a number of vari-
ables, such as topography, the presence of
wetlands and/or watercourses, and the abili-
ty to fit a well and a septic system on a prop-
erty. It also would depend on how many
units might be developed in each project. She
provided a few examples: Bonney Brook en-
compasses 10 units on a 5.6-acre parcel while
Kugeman Village provides 18 units on 6.6
acres.

Jocelyn Ayer, director of the recently
formed Litchfield County Center for Hous-
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ing Opportunity, weighed in with examples
of other towns’ affordable housing efforts,
including those of moderate density. She em-
phasized the importance of an entity such as
the CHC being poised to take advantage of
opportunities as soon as they become avail-
able. She also cautioned against thinking
that accessory dwelling units (ADUs) could
be relied upon to solve the afford-
able housing matter, since many
ADUs end up as short-term rent-
als, an ongoing sticky wicket for
many Litchfield County towns.

It was acknowledged that cur-
rently the CHC is not able to act
nimbly because it lacks adequate funds to
purchase parcels and/or to install the prelim-
inary infrastructure on the four parcels that it
currently has available. On the positive side,
the CHC has applied for some ARPA funds
that, if awarded, will be put to use immedi-
ately on the parcel program properties. On-
going support of the CHC was recognized as
critically important to the success of Corn-
wall’s affordable housing efforts.

Having identified a few current barriers
(land and funds) to the development of af-
fordable housing in Cornwall, the conversa-
tion turned to regulatory barriers that may or
may not exist. Anna Timmel stated that
Cornwall’s P&Z will be systematically evalu-
ating each of the AHP’s recommended strat-
egies that were listed for review and possible
zoning reform.

As the hour came to a close, a sense of
shared purpose emanated from the panelists
and the 60+ other attendees: land conserva-
tion and affordable housing development
both have an important place in Cornwall’s
future. Much more work lies ahead, as the
flier for the event stated, “to steer Cornwall
towards a better future.” —Marguerite Purnell

Good Food and Happy
Students

It takes a village to...create a lunch program?
In the case of the Cornwall Consolidated
School, the answer is yes. This year, for the
first time in the building’s 82-year history,
CCS students can have hot lunch daily.
Many CCS students have needed lunch over
the years—but there has never been a way to
meet this demand, other than snacks quietly
provided by staff. Thanks to both pandemic
relief funds and widespread community
support, that has changed. Available federal
funding created the initial possibility. A
grant from the Cornwall Foundation to pur-
chase a food warmer supported the logistics.
A vote by the Board of Education to
give it a try put the plan into action.
HVRHS staff provide all the ad-
ministrative support (remember,
this is federally funded) as well
as the cooking. Finally, daily

driving by Annie Kosciusko

and serving by CCS staff who

are “food certified” allows our

local students to benefit with a homemade,
balanced meal.

Every day, chef Andrew Ouellette pre-
pares fresh meals at Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School. Students must sign up in
the morning at CCS. Thirty percent of the
school community qualifies for free or
reduced lunch, according to federal
guidelines. Sixty percent of CCS

students have, at one point or an-

other, tried the hot lunch so far
this year. Each day between 45 and
60 meals are packed, transported, and
served to Cornwall students for the low price
of 40 cents (reduced) or $3.50 (full cost). Ini-
tial reviews indicate that staff and students
are impressed. “I like how every day is a dif-
ferent meal” enthused one seventh grader.
CCS staff are pleased that all students now
have nourishing options to help them be
ready to learn. It appears that chef Ouellette’s
freshly made pizza each Friday is a particu-
lar favorite!

CCS students are not the only beneficia-
ries of this program. Lee H. Kellogg (which
also has no certified kitchen) is in its second
year of the lunch program, with similarly
positive reviews. And Region One benefits
overall, as the HVRHS kitchen staff is work-
ing at capacity to support three schools. A
win-win for all! — Virginia Gold

Babies Abound, All Over Town

“I'haven’t seen this many babies in Cornwall
since my kids were little!” exclaimed Martha
Bruehl as she ventured into the chil-
dren’s section of the Cornwall Li-
brary, holding her grandson’s
hand while they joined the loose-
ly circled group of the youngest
Cornwallians and their respective
caregivers. Indeed, there has been
a population boom in Cornwall;
“Covid Babies” they are affectionately
called worldwide.

This group of children range in age
from nearly three years to just a few
months old and this group’s dynamics
echo the pre-Covid feel of what it was like
to be in playgroups with small children.
Many of the toddlers are experiencing their
very first, out-of-family social interactions.
Some kids have older siblings who are in
school, like Hazel and Aurora. Some are the
older siblings, like Henry. Some are only
children like Jack and Emile. Some come
with mom, others with dad, several with
their grandparents.

However they arrive or whoever it is that
brings them, the most important thing to
Children & Young Adult Program Coordina-
tor Eiseley Kotchoubey is consisten-
cy. “Rain or shine, whether it’s a
giant baby party or not one per-

son shows up, we are going to
be open on Wednesday for
playgroup,” she affirmed. Af-
ter several iterations (orga-
nized book reading, crafts for
smaller hands, free play), Eise-

Goodbye to a Friend

Katherine Gannett

Land Transfers

Philipp and Marianne Kraker to Scot A.
McCartney and Rhonda Jonas, two parcels of
land, one with a cottage thereon, at 8 Frederick
Drive, for $175,000.

Bryan McCoy to Seth A. and Alice Lah Ramsey,
4.32 acres of land on Town Street South
for $57,000.

Bryan McCoy to Seth A. and Alice Lah Ramsey,
3.434 acres of land with all improvements
thereon at 30 Town Street South, for $1,013,000.

William K. Spencer to Nicholas A. and Eiseley
M. Kotchoubey, land with all improvements
thereon at 287 Cream Hill Road, for $950,000.

ley found “the format that seems to work
best is a consistent time block, that is super
casual, where parents and babies can hang.”

This group is as much for the adults as it
is for the children. Adult interaction has been
in short supply because of social distancing
during this global pandemic. Seasoned par-
ents encourage new ones, kiddos are guided
by all adults about the importance of not
tackling each other, taking turns when you
really want that foam block someone else has,
and everyone has fun catching up and dis-
cussing milestones—like Genevieve stand-
ing up against the train table and Evelyn
crawling to get the most coveted castanet.
This population trend is obvious at the
Cornwall Child Center as well. Within
the CCC walls a third room, known as
the “transition space,” has just been
4 added to accommodate the overflow-

ing infant/toddler room. Executive
Director Amy Martinez got the idea
2 when the waiting list for three months to
three years kept growing and grow-
ing. The child center now has a
wait list with 15 families pa-
tiently biding time for their
turn to enroll. The majority
of these are Cornwall families
and priority is given to families
currently at the center (i.e. sib-
lings who need to attend).

The transition room is situated
within the preschool room, which had
ample space to provide a new area licensed
for children not quite old enough to go into
the “big kid” room, but with the need to be-
gin bigger kid endeavors. It took some furni-
ture rearranging, a new sink and changing
table, and the okay from Torrington Area
Health, Office of Early Childhood, and the
fire marshal to get up and running. There are
four students right now, which is full capaci-
ty, and they will be ready for the preschool
room in the spring. One teacher moved up
with them from the infant/toddler room, so
no new staff needed to be added.

The enrollment at CCC could grow even
larger if there were more teachers, since the
rooms have the physical capability to allow
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For answers to the puzzle, go to cornwallchronicle.org.

for more students. But, as Amy said, “we just
don’t have the hands to do the work.” It's a
difficult position to fill, especially when so
many jobs have become attractively remote
and impersonal.

youngest generation of Cornwallians has the
perfect places to get their best start in life and
learning. —Iris Hermann

Cornwall Briefs

* The West Cornwall Wastewater Com-
mittee met on November 16 to discuss pos-
sible sites in West Cornwall. After evalua-
tion of several potential locations, the
committee has settled on the grassy area
behind the parking lot between the post of-
fice and 3 Guys Ski and Ride. As there are
still many hoops to jump through, having
a viable site to focus on keeps the
project moving along.

* The Annual Town Meeting on
November 4 was attended by 18 resi-
dents and lasted 13 minutes. The An-
nual Report for fiscal year 20212022
was accepted. A five-year capital plan

il
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What resounds between
\ these two locations is the in-
credible amount of commu-
w nity that is needed for both
/‘ Cornwall establishments to
7/ flourish and persist. Whether
children are home or with an-
other caregiver during the day,
what everyone needs is their group, their
people to make it all work—be they
active, daily participants or generous
benefactors. The Cornwall Library
and the Cornwall Child Center are
both essential components of the
whole Cornwall family and are do-
ing their parts to make sure the

ﬁ\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘////”/,,,

was adopted, which included road resurfac-
ing, fire department and highway vehicle
and equipment purchases, and town build-
ing maintenance.

* Vacancies, paid and volunteer: There are
two job openings at the town hall: assistant
town clerk and administrative assistant to
the selectmen. Please contact the town office
for more details. There are also still vacancies
on several town commissions: Zoning Board
of Appeals, Park and Rec, Conservation
Commission, and the Economic Develop-
ment Commission. Contact the selectmen’s
office if interested in serving.

* How We Voted: Cornwall voters cast
their ballots consistently along party lines,
with Democrats winning by over a 2:1 mar-
gin in each race. Winners of each race are
marked with an asterisk.

— Governor: Ned Lamont*, 638; Robert Ste-

(continued on page 4)
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fanowski, 240; Robert Hotaling, 14.
— U.S. Senate: Richard Blumen-
thal*, 644; Leora Levy, 246.

— U.S. House: Jahana Hayes*, 638;
George Logan, 262.

State Senate: Eva Zimmerman, 620; Stephen
Harding?*, 229.

State Representative: Maria Horn*, 660;
Christopher Dupont, 229.

Secretary of the State: Stephanie Thomas®,
631; Dominic Rapini, 235; Cynthia Jennings,
17.

State Treasurer: Erick Russell*, 614; Harry
Arora, 241; Jennifer Baldwin, 18; Joanna
Laiscell, 7.

State Comptroller: Sean Scanlon®, 632; Mary
Fay, 251.

State Attorney General: William Tong?*, 646;
Jessica Kordas, 227.

Probate Judge: Kristen Mostowy, 612; Jordan
Richards?®, 257.

Registrar of Voters: Jayne Ridgway®, 636;
Brittany Mosimann*, 240 (Both winners).
Ballot question concerning the Connecticut
constitutional amendment to provide for
early voting: Yes, 576; No, 243.

— Annie Kosciusko
¢ Correction: The Chronicle erred when it
stated in the November Briefs (page 3) that
the Cornwall Housing Corporation had re-
ceived $400,000 in ARPA funds. The facts
are that Cornwall has $175,000 left in its
ARPA account and that the housing corpo-
ration has applied for $100,000 of it. The
Chronicle regrets the mistake. — The Editors

Events &
Announcements

At the Cornwall Library:
Calligraphy and Colored
Pencils Workshop on Fri-
day, December 2, and 9,
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. with Col-
lette Hurst. Create holiday
cards, invitations, place cards,
or other keepsakes using calligraphy
marker pens and colored pencils, or wa-
tercolor pencils. Supply list provided pri-
or to class.$40 for the two sessions. Regis-

—

each group. Please register and
indicate if you are entering

_____ =AY for a child or as an adult.

Your Affectionate Brother,
Major Gen. John Sedgwick: Si-
mon Markow, Cornwall native and
freshman at HVRHS, shares his short
documentary on Major Gen. Sedgwick,
Cornwall’s Civil War hero, and will have a
conversation with Bill McClane, Cornwall
Historical Society board member on Decem-
ber 10, at 3 r.m. Registration required. Free.
Holiday Hours: The library will close at
4 p.m. on Friday, December 9, and will be
closed December 24 to 25. Please note that
the library will not be holding its annual
Boxing Day Reading, as Tom Walker is not
available this year.

12 Days of Christmas: December 3 to Janu-
ary 6, this open-air gallery will once again
light up 12 windows in West Cornwall.
Treasure hunt and prizes for children. Find
maps and sticker hunt cards at the Wish
House, Covered Bridge Electric Bike, and
3 Guys Ski and Ride.

Annual Christmas Fair at the UCC on De-
cember 3 from 10 A.M. to 3 p.Mm. Local crafts
and vendors, bake sale, attic treasures, chil-
dren’s shopping room, basket raffle, and
Suzie’s sticky buns. Pre-ordered wreaths
will be available for pick-up. To order, call
the church office at 672-6840.

Art in Cornwall

“A Few of My Favorite Things,” art by Susan
Hellmann. Saturday, December 3, to January
15. Opening reception at the library on De-
cember 3, from 6 to 8 p.m. Registration re-
quired online at cornwalllibrary.org/events.
For many people who know
Cornwall, her work has a con-
vincing realism, and the
soft-focus scenes are familiar and
emotionally meaningful. Holiday
cards featuring Hellmann’s imag-
es will also be for sale.

Park & Recreation

Holiday Event at CCS Gathering Room
and gym on Friday, December 9, from
5:50 to 7:30 p.m. Snow date is Friday, De-
cember 16. Donation is $5 to support the

tration is required at cornwalllibrary.org
Tree lighting, gingerbread house,
caroling on Sunday, December 4, at 4
p.M. The library will host its second
gingerbread house competition, tree
lighting, and carol singing. Please bring
your completed gingerbread house to be
judged and displayed. There will be a chil-
dren’s category and an adult category for
judging, with a prize for the winners of

CCS eighth-grade class trip. Come see
Santa and the Grinch, enjoy the CCS
eighth-grade pasta dinner, along with
crafts, activities, and games. Also col-
lecting donations of food and art sup-

plies for Cornwall Food Bank.

Monthly Luncheon at the UCC Parish
House on Tuesday, December 13, at noon.
Must RSVP by Friday, December 9. Email

park.recreation@cornwallct.gov or call or
text 860-480-0600. Please note: there will be
no December monthly breakfast.

Artisan Pop-up Shop: The Souterrain Gal-
lery will again be hosting an artisan holiday
pop-up market on Saturday and Sunday,
December 10, 11, and 17, 18 from 11 a.m. to
5 p.M. Also, the Souterrain Gallery invites
all to a holiday party Friday, December 2,
from 5 to 8 p.M. celebrating Bela Selendy
photography.

Christmas Pageant: Calling all angels,
shepherds, and neighbors for the annual
Christmas Pageant on Saturday, December
10, at 7:30 r.m.; snow date Sunday, Dec. 11,
at 4 p.m.) at the UCC on Bolton Hill Road.
Traditional readings and carols will culmi-
nate with the giving of gifts for children in
need. Please bring a toy wrapped in white
paper to donate. Refreshments will follow
the pageant. Interested in taking part?
Please arrive for rehearsal at 5:30 p.M. on
Friday, December 9. For further informa-
tion, call Jane Prentice at 672-6101. Please
wear a mask to the event.

Fit Club: Physical therapist Emelie Gold
has started a Fit Club for the Northwest
Corner with the goal of making exercise ac-
cessible for everyone. Come join Emelie for
an hour of high-intensity strengthening
and stretching on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 5 to 6 p.m. at the Union in West Corn-
wall. A chair exercise class will be held ev-
ery Wednesday from 2 to 3 p.m. at the Corn-
wall Library. All classes are $10. Contact
FitClub.NWC@gmail.com for additional
information.
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Dear Reader,

Nature is such a large factor in our lives here that we sometimes overlook the
human activities around us. On that score, Cornwall is a veritable beehive of
activity, far beyond what might be expected given our relatively small
population.

The town website reveals something of the scope of these: 16 listed Boards
and Committees, not counting the town official offices (the Selectmen, Finance,
Land Use, Assessor/Tax office, Town Clerk, Highway Department and
Transfer Station). Then local organizations listed as non-profits include all the
associations, foundations, clubs, the child center, the volunteer fire
department, Little Guild, a total of 12 in all. And don’t forget the two libraries,
three post offices, five churches, and the school.

All of these organizations may not be active at any given time, and many
volunteers wear more than one hat, but the sheer number of people committed
to pursuing their respective missions—filling the roles needed —in a town this
size is by any measure very impressive.

At the Chronicle we have a staff of some three dozen volunteers: editors,
directors, contributing writers, and artists, in addition to a paid production
staff. We don’t put out fires, care for the sick, rescue animals, conserve the
environment, award grants, or do any of the other necessary and laudable
services provided in town. Instead, we
keep track of the whole mix every month,
informing you of the who, what, when,
and the where, highlighting our natural
surroundings, showcasing the literary
talents of our neighbors and entertaining

you at the same time. We are a reflection

of the unique nature of Cornwall itself.
Fortunately you have recognized our special role in town and we have
enjoyed your support for decades in response to this single annual appeal. We

hope you will continue to do so using the materials provided.

Sincerely,

The Directors

Mlustrations by Adam Van Doren



(If the return envelope is missing, use the coupon below.)

Yes, I'll help the Chronicle continue.

Enclosed is my/our tax-deductible gift of:

(0$250 [$100 O$75 [$50 [$25 [ Other -

Name

Address

City/St/Zip

Make check payable to Cornwall Chronicle; send to PO Box 6, West Cornwall CT 06796

The Chronicle is a tax-exempt, charitable organization as described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Illustrations by Adam Van Doren




