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Bursting the Bubble

So...the election. Here are the
numbers: As reported in the

Republican-American, Cornwall-
ians turned out at higher percentages than
the residents of other towns in the state.
90.46%. Compare that to the statewide av-
erage of around 74%—which itself is a
downturn from 2020’s 80%. A turnout over
90% isn’t unusual for presidential elections
in our town. In 2020, Cornwall’s turnout
was 90.22% and 90.13% in 2016. Harris won
the town’s presidential tally, but in our
town’s small way, our voters did flow with
the national rhythm:

President Trump did better each con-
secutive election—even though he lost
Cornwall each time. He got 248 votes in
2016, then 250 in 2020, and jumped to 289
this year. That's a 41-vote increase over
those consecutive cycles. Democratic presi-
dential candidates didn’t see the same
steady climb. Clinton garnered 622 in 2016,
then Biden got 760 in 2020, a jump of 138,
but then Harris got 732, 28 votes down
from Biden. So, there was a big boost in
2020, but then some fall off —similar, in a
way, to national numbers.

But not everything fell in line with
countrywide trends. Two years ago, Con-
gresswoman Johana Hayes —a Democrat—
beat challenger George Logan by fewer
than 2,000 votes. In the rematch this year,

Hayes won by over 20,000. Maria Horn, our
area’s representative in the State House,
won by her largest margin yet, getting 65%
of the vote, while Michelle Cook, the only
other Democrat in the State Assembly from
the Northwest Corner, lost her seat after
eight terms by just 50 votes. What wisdom
can be gained from any of the 2024 election
results will be the subject of much thought
for some time.

In actual numbers, 1,054 Cornwall resi-
dents voted with more than half of us, 531,
taking advantage of early voting. The early
voting process cost Cornwall about $12,300
in poll staff and registrar salaries for the ex-
tra days. With slightly lower turnout than
in 2020, it's not clear whether it made an
impact on overall turnout.

Cornwall was randomly selected for an
audit that took place on November 22.
Jayne Ridgway is confident the numbers
will stay the same or very close.

Then there’s the result. One early predic-
tion a neighbor made at a social gathering
back in June was that Trump would win in
November and then the town would “lose its
mind.” The first part was on point—and
there’s a bit of evidence for the second too,
though I think the emotions of the election
can be parsed with more nuance.

On the Friday after the election, there
was a gathering at the library of communi-
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ty members who were emo- ‘“)\
tionally raw, angry, and in

various states of disbelief af- N

ter Trump’s victory. Sarcasti- \§

cally dubbed a pity-party by

some on the CCN, the well-attended
event was complete with laments and
sonnets of woe, but was also filled with
an energy of togetherness and calls to so-
cial and political action.

One thing that living in a small town fa-
cilitates is an inability to “other” people. We
all know people from each side of the polit-
ical aisle, and neighbors on both sides feel a
bit like outsiders. Right now, the Democrat-
ic leaning among us likely feel left out na-
tionally, but with nearly two-thirds of
Cornwall voting for Harris, coupled with
the fact that the most recent Republican
presidential candidate to carry a majority in
Cornwall was Ronald Reagan, Republi-
can-leaning Cornwallians might feel like
outsiders locally, even after their man’s na-
tional victory this year. —Bill McClane

A Veteran Picture

My grandfather Charles Willis was a doctor
on the Italian front in World War II, but not
once did he divulge any secrets to us of his
war, leaving only a green army duffle, and
some charcoal drawings of his M*A*S*H

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) frame that world for them, and prepare Welcome
them to one day venture out into it them- Ch .
arlotte Mary Geisser

unit and the Italian countryside behind as
testament. My memories sketch an incom-
plete picture of him: a taciturn, Scrab-
ble-playing, country physician from Evans-
ville, Indiana, who took me to the movies
and Checkers fast food. I only can discern
rough shading of the man whose military
commitment to our country was surely
more textured, layered, and detailed. That
full picture will forever be buried beneath
the dry recorded histories I've read of that
war because I never got the chance to ask.
Contrasting with my grandfather’s
mostly blank canvas were the many tiny
story strokes curated in the gymnasium at
Cornwall Consolidated School this past
November 8, as ten local veterans, with
deep ties to the school and Cornwall,
were honored. Middle school stu- /,

cere appreciations along
with facts about Veterans
Day and gifts from each grade,
and then set the stage for a question- and
answer-session, standing back gently to al-
low veterans to paint portraits of their own
experiences. Each question included a safe-
ty caveat, “If you're willing to share...”

Holding the attention of students young
and old sitting on a hard gym floor, as they
did for almost an hour, ought to be an im-
possible feat. But these veterans did not
even have to try. They captivated both stu-
dents and teachers with chow lines in Af-
ghanistan, parachute jumps from airplanes,
and tours of Africa. They got a glimpse of
the first shuttle launch through a submarine
periscope, then continued their marine jour-
ney by tailing a Russian submarine for 37
days. They were even transported to a wild
scene of shore patrol duty in Acapulco,
where they “spent the whole evening pour-
ing sailors back into their ships. Nobody got
hurt, nobody got arrested...and everybody
was safe, and that’s what you do.”

The pictures the vets painted spanned
the globe, but they contained the same sim-
ple, yet powerful brushstrokes: camarade-
rie with their brothers, a deep appreciation
of the country and freedoms they returned
home to, and a reverence for those who
came before, some of them family who in-
spired their own paths.

Most important, though, was the space,
the time, and the opportunity that this pause
in the school day, this gathering in a cavern-
ous school gym, could offer. A vast world of
people and experiences, for just a moment,
more intimately rendered. The cere-
mony allowed our veterans a
chance to be heard, to be known, to
step out of the realm of rever-
ence, and into a school and com-

dents, with humble and earnest in-  , /=5
troductions, imparted sin- q ég} Ve 5
&

ning to understand the larger
world that exists beyond Cornwall.
There are people here who can -
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selves, if they so desire.

One of the veterans, David Cadwell,
gave the students a clear directive. “Go
home and ask your family to tell their sto-
ries about their time in the service.” His in-
structions aspired to do what this ceremo-
ny and Veterans Day were meant to do,
draw people together. —Ben Lesch

Operation HM2G

“When someone told us they ‘usually have

a bowl of cereal at night’ after a monthly

senior luncheon, we decided that we had to

do something more for our communi-

0 ty,” said Michelle Shipp, as she
@ and Jen Hurlburt-Markow

monitored the welcome table
at a vaccine clinic in the UCC
Parish House. “With Park
and Rec providing monthly
breakfast and lunch gatherings,
dinner was the next logical step,” ex-
plained Jen. But Homemade Meals 2 Go is
not a P&R venture; the meal planning,
shopping, kitchen prep, cooking, packag-
ing, and pick up (a four-day process) is vol-
unteered by Michelle and Jen on their own
time. The program itself is sponsored by
the Cornwall Association and funded by a
grant from the Cornwall Foundation. Be-
sides meal ingredients, the biggest costs to
run the program have been the purchase of
a large freezer to hold dinners prior to pick
up, and the price of using the Parish House
kitchen (which Torrington Area Health
District gave a level 4 license to run HM2G).
Jen holds a ServSafe food certification and
Michelle is in the process of getting hers.

Several years ago, CCS’s Walk-a-Thon
(which Jen also helps manage) sponsored
World Central Kitchen. Many of the ideas
for HM2G came from Chef José
Andrés and his efforts to feed large
numbers of people as efficiently
as possible.

The first meal distribution
was for 34 Cornwall “seniors” and
this grew quickly to 54 folks who
signed up for December’s meals.
For anyone who utilizes the food
bank in town, there is no cost. To
anyone else 60 and above, the sug-
gested donation is $15. Many recipi-
ents were quick to offer more saying
“I would pay double, triple because
the food is so delicious and it is so
helpful and convenient to have good
meals ready in my freezer.” The hope is
that with this generosity, the program

will become self-sustaining and
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munity as a neighbor, in front of )
students who are just begin- <CGoruwawviaa]

< homebound, lonely, or even
looking for a night off from
cooking, while ensuring that
wholesome, nutritious meals
z’iﬁ, are available to Cornwallians in
2L their sixth decade and beyond for

:(;—_4 o
/\\ ’}* years to come.
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< % founders are plentiful after only
N A‘%the first two months of running
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to Alexandra and Daniel Geisser

Lennox Lee Alburn
to Ashley N. Miles and Andrew T. Alburn

Goodbye to a Friend

Gilbert Jerome Beers
Ella Clark

Land Transfers

Bank of America, NA, Trustee, Estate of Charles
C. Osborne and Isabelle C. Osborne to Sarah
Blodgett and Michael Hilbig, 4 acres of land

with all buildings thereon at 82 Sharon Goshen

Turnpike, for $660,000.

Ralph S. Brown, Jr. to John Enquist, land with
buildings and improvements thereon at 435
Town Street, for $1,108,748.

Ralph S. Brown, Jr. to John Enquist, 8.4 acres of
land on Town Street, for $126,252.

Participants can sign up on paper or on
the Cornwall Association’s website with an
online form. The website is also where the
donation button is located. There are three
entrees and six side dishes to choose from
monthly. This constitutes three full meals,
but rumor is that the portions are so gener-
ous that it can actually make up many more
than that. There are vegetarian and gluten
free options available, but the most popular
dish is the side of potatoes with 112 orders
for this coming month! All portions come
frozen in individual Ziplock freezer bags at
the suggestion of TAHD. “We couldn’t use
paper or plastic because of ovens, but we
also couldn’t use metal because of micro-
waves,” both women noted, as they agreed
that packaging was the biggest hurdle they
have needed to jump over so far. They are
looking into more sustainable options, but
for now, the baggies fit great in the

freezer, are conveniently trans-
()/ / / ported, and offer clients an easy
<=— Wway to access food for reheating at

%:’ suppertime.
Abounding praise from recip-

ients and optimism from the

Homemade Meals 2 Go. It is fill-
ing a niche need in Cornwall
with a fully sustainable model
and only holds room for positive
growth as it expands to serve more
people in town. —Iris Hermann

Annual Affair

The occasional rumble of discontent around
here rarely sounds as colorful as a recent
scolding on the Cornwall Community Net-
work. Veteran contributor Jim Young com-
plained about the lack of “constructive and
open conversation of differing ideas and
ideologies.”

The reprimand might have been more
convincing, if not for what had transpired a
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few days earlier at Cornwall Consolidated
School. The annual town meeting drew
fewer than a dozen residents, where a total
of 1,100 eligible Cornwall voters could have
easily made their voices heard. Instead,
only a handful of them showed up to
participate in a classic New England

small-town political arena, a repre- 7
.

the initiative to add agenda W
items to the warrant.

Why? Really hard to say.

And so, it was a 25-min-
ute affair, characterized by the
Republican-American as “Corn-
wall zips through five-year plan
approval.” With none of those
interested in unzipping things in atten-
dance, the 72-page annual town report did
not provoke any concern. Not in the room,
and not since, although the document is
well worth a read and available for down-
load at cornwallct.org.

Regarding the obligatory five-year capi-
tal plan, First Selectman Gordon Ridgway
emphasized a few particular items, such as
the effort to keep building a storm emer-
gency reserve fund to stay ahead of grow-
ing risks and costs of climate change. And
the first renovation of Town Hall since it
was built a century ago as a public library
with some of the space set aside for town
officers to conduct their business.

The small group in attendance actually
had to decide a few matters of consequence.
They voted to change town policies regard-
ing the tax collector position (the next per-
son will be appointed by the Board of Se-
lectmen and no longer elected) and to
expand the Conservation Commission, es-
tablished in 1973, from six to eight mem-
bers. There were no objections to either.

—Juergen Kalwa

Cornwall Market 2.0

Will Schenk is frustrated. He knew opening
and running the Cornwall Market would
be difficult. What he didn’t foresee was
how hard, or that rumors would circulate
that the store was closing.

“With labor costs and ingredients so
costly...it’s a challenge to make almost ev-
erything from scratch and sustain our busi-
ness model,” he told me. Helping Will to
evolve the market’s business is Michael Ce-
sari, whom he met through a mutual friend.
Michael introduces himself as a “brick and
mortar entrepreneur” with multiple busi-
nesses throughout the region and New
York City. He intends to spend most of his
time now overseeing operations and refin-
ing the offerings at the market.

Will and Michael shared that we
should expect more bakery items, both
sweet and savory, along with popular
items like breakfast sandwiches, burritos,
bagels, croissants, and smash burgers all
packaged for “grab and go” consump-
tion. Their popular falafel, chicken parm,

~

sentative legislative body with 2
open access to all voters and ; /3 Y7
\ W

and Philly cheese steaks will remain on
the menu, as will the new salad bowls,
which have become top sellers.
For the upcoming holidays, they plan
X to offer pies on a pre-sale basis
“ and an apres-ski menu on Satur-
days when Mohawk opens. Ex-
7 Y pect the outdoor seating area to
9 <z 8row, even in winter with
A = outdoor heaters.
2 Will’'s main objective re-
mains for the market to be a
— gathering place for families and
friends. Among the items they
are considering for the future are
serving beer, wine, and cocktails
and expanding their business
hours, currently 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday to Wednesday and 7 A.m. to 6 p.m.
on Thursday to Saturday.

Expect Will and his team to continue to
“make the menu more accessible, figure out
what people want, and offer it conveniently
while making the numbers work.” They all
seem up to the task. —Bob Meyers

A Living Legacy

In 1992, Ella Clark was working in social
services in Sharon when, due to an eco-
nomic downturn, the state began planning
to charge seniors for the type of in-home
support that helped them to live safely
and remain independent. As is often the
case, the prospects for the poorest were
particularly bleak. To pay for the services,
they would face liens on their property,
usually a family’s most valuable asset. A
colleague of Ella’s described it as a “death
tax for the poor.”

Two families were particularly top of
mind in those early days: a feisty but frail
87-year-old widow and a couple in their
late 80s where the wife was legally blind

force of nature. Lea Davis, the former chair
of the Chore Service board, recalled going
with Ella to request additional funding
from state lawmakers. “There was no way
we wouldn’t come out with more money.
They didn’t know what was coming.”

To help subsidize the program for those
who couldn’t afford it, Ella organized a
popular annual square dance in barns.
These days, the organization holds an an-
nual garden party attended by hundreds.

Ella left her role as executive director of
the Chore Service in 2012. Today, the orga-
nization is thriving, a testament to Ella’s
vision and dedication. Earlier this year, it
merged with the Litchfield Hills Chore Ser-
vice. What started with two to three part-
time caregivers, Chore Service now serves
250 clients in 13 towns and employs 45
part-time caregivers. Anyone over age 60,
at any income level, can request services
priced on a sliding scale.

Sadly, on November 7, Ella Clark died
due to complications from a stroke she had
suffered the week before. Her family was
with her. She was 83 years old. Her work
lives on, and the Northwest Corner can be
grateful for Ella Clark’s vision.

—Kerry Donahue

Cornwall Briefs

* Many Happy Returns! Those redeem-
able cans and plastic bottles you drop off at
the dump not only benefit the environment,
but produce significant spendable green as
well. Finance Director Barbara Herbst
keeps tabs, and reports that almost $41,000
has been collected since 2011. Of that,
$25,477 has been awarded by the selectmen
in grants to nonprofits, and the balance de-
posited in the town’s general fund. Recy-
cling pays off, so keep it coming.

* And More Returns: Here are the major

and the husband had a heart condition. <% = party candidate results for Novem-
Both families were barely get- ‘ @:ﬁ\;- ber’s election: U.S. President: Har-

ting by on meager Social Se-
curity payments and could
not afford help with services
such as housekeeping, gro- .
cery shopping, and rides to
appointments. Inspired, Ella
got to work.

Ella approached the
Western Connecticut Area Agency on Ag-
ing and, knowing it would take a while for
state funding to be approved, jump-started
it by applying for, and receiving, a $2,000
grant from the Berkshire Taconic Commu-
nity Foundation. Ella established the Chore
Service as a nonprofit and wrote many
grants to grow the program.

“Without Ella, there would be no Chore
Service,” said Jane MacLaren, the organiza-
tion’s executive director. “She was very de-
termined and compassionate, and she just
understood what was needed.”

That first year, Chore Service workers
provided 22 families with more than 1,300
hours of support. Words people used to de-
scribe Ella include principled, private and a

ris/Walz (732), Trump/Vance
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] ator: Chris Murphy (729), Mat-
Z thew Corey (272), Justin Pagli-
no (15); U.S. House: Jahana
Hayes (720), George Logan (296);
State Senator: Justin Potter
(697); Stephen Harding (295);
State Representative: Maria Horn (744),
Barbara Breor (275); Registrar of Voters:
Jayne Ridgway (731), Brittany Mosimann
(263).
* Dave and Ted’s Excellent Adventure.
Cornwall’s Ted Larson and Dave William-
son recently drove the 13 hours straight
through to Asheville, N.C,, to deliver relief
supplies and a check from the town’s
can-redemption program and local dona-
tions, along with an extra generator Dave
had, to BeLoved Asheville, the nonprofit
relief organization working to relieve the
misery caused by Hurricane Helene. They
ended up staying to help, the greatest need
being to sort the food and supplies arriving

(continued on page 4)
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from all over, along with making deliveries
to outlying homes in need. They report
they wished they could have stayed longer.
* Got Mail? The Chronicle encourages letters
to the editor, so what’s on your mind? What's
going on in Cornwall that you are curious
about but can't figure out, but that our in-
trepid reporters might chase down?
No need for a stamp; just reach out
to cornwallchronicle.org/chronicle-
submission.

* Wood Stoves and Fireplace Chim-

neys need regular cleaning to avoid

the risk of fire, fairly common here. It would
be good to get it done now before things get
really cold. At the same time, make sure car-
bon monoxide and smoke detectors/batteries
are operational. —Tom Barrett

AN
I\

Events & Announcements

Christmas Fair. December 7, from 10 A.Mm. to
3 p.m. UCC Parish House. Vendors, basket
raffle, attic treasures, cookie walk, children’s
shopping room, takeout chili, creche display,
handmade wreaths. For info: 672-6840.

Foote Pope Preserve Walk: On Saturday,
December 7, at 10 a.Mm., there will be a dog
run and XC ski preview of the Foote Preserve
and Furnace Brook Trail with Barton Jones,
Terry Burke, and Katherine Freygang. These
are two open fields with mowed trails that
lend themselves to dog play and when the
snow falls, XC skiing. Other local venues
will also be discussed. Please park at the en-
trance on Pierce Lane and check www.

cornwallconservationtrust.org for updates.

Book Signing: Saturday December 7, from
2 to 4 p.M, the Wish House is hosting a book
signing with Valorie Fisher and her newest
book, Look and Cook Breakfast, to benefit the

for sale.

Cornwall Library. Books will be avallabm

*ﬁ

At the Cornwall Library

A gingerbread house com-
petition, tree lighting, and car-
ol sing will take place on Sun-
day, December 8, at 4 p.m.
Gingerbread houses will be on
display starting at 4 p.m., fol—

Yuletide Cheer

At this time of year, many wonderful pres-
ents come in small packages. The donation
envelope enclosed with this issue is really
small and we LOVE getting it. At Box 6,
West Cornwall.

lowed by the tree lighting at 5 p.m., and a
festive carol sing on the library front steps.
There will be adult and child (18 and un-
der) categories for judging. The overall
winner for each category will receive a gift
certificate, and each house submission will

receive a unique award. Complimentary re-

table will be set up for kids. Registra-

< tion required only for gingerbread

house competition, not for general

Storybook hour with Miss Rita

on Saturday, December 14, from

10:30 A.M. to noon. Jump into a magical

Boxing Day Reading, Thursday, De-

cember 26, at 4 p.M. at the North Cornwall

Meeting House. Scott Cady will read a sea-
cornwalllibrary.org.

Holiday Hours: The library will be

closed from Tuesday, December 24, at 2

freshments will be available, and a craft
attendance.
book-filled interactive reading time!
sonal selection. Registration is requested at
p.M. until Thursday, December 26, at noon.

Park and Recreation

Community/Senior Lunch: Tuesday, De-
cember 10, noon, at the UCC Parish House.
Those planning to attend must RSVP by Dec
6 to park.recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/
text 860-480-0600. No breakfast this month.

Community Social Hour: Wednesday,
December 18, from 3 to 4 p.m. at the UCC
Parish House. Come enjoy a snack and
drinks with friends.

Winter Fundraiser: Friday, December 13,
from 5 to 8 r.M. to support the Hughes
Memorial Union. Enjoy special wines and
local beer, cheese, and sweets. Tickets
$50 per person. For more details, visit

hughesmemorialunion.com.

Twelve Days of Christmas: Christmas
Open Air Gallery, December 13 to January
2. Stroll through West Cornwall to see 12
works of art inspired by the classic
song. Prizes for the young ones who
can treasure hunt their way
through the exhibit. Maps avail-

_ able at participating businesses.

pening gathering at 5 p.m. Fri-

g day, December 13.

f@@\k

Annual Christmas Pageant: Satur-
day, December 14, at 7:30 p.m. (snow date
Sunday, December 15, at 4 p.m.) at the UCC
Church. Traditional readings and carols
will culminate with the giving of “white
gifts” for children in need. Please bring a
toy wrapped in white paper to donate. Re-
freshments will be served afterwards in the

Parish House. Open call for participants:
cast rehearsal is on Friday, December 13, at
5:30 r.m. at the church. For more informa-
tion, please call Jane Prentice at 672-6101.

Cornwall Food & Fuel Fund: Support from
the Food & Fuel Fund is especially vital as
winter approaches. Your contributions pro-
vide food for the pantry (serving 50 Corn-
wall households), fuel assistance through
the Community Action Agency of Western
Connecticut, and aid for mental health
support. To donate, send your gift to
Cornwall Food & Fuel Fund, P.O. Box 97,
Cornwall, CT 06753. You can also help by
anonymously purchasing holiday gifts for
local children. For details, contact Becky at

socialservices@cornwallct.gov.

New Year’s Day Pancake Breakfast. The
tradition returns! UCC Parish House, 8
Bolton Hill Road. Serving from 9 a.m. to
noon. Buttermilk pancakes, sausage and
real syrup, beverages. Suggested donation
is $25 per family. Proceeds will be donated
locally. Questions? Contact church office at
672-6840.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

For over 30 years, The Cornwall Chronicle has kept our community both
informed and entertained, delivering stories, insights, and those whimsical
illustrations that capture the heart and humor of life in Cornwall. Month after
month, our pages bring you news of town meetings, upcoming events, local
history, and the occasional curious anecdote —all with the lively spirit you've

come to expect from your hometown publication.

While our editors and writers are dedicated volunteers, there are still
essential costs that go into producing the Chronicle. We rely on your support to
cover key expenses, such as printing and mailing each issue to your doorstep,
managing our website to keep content accessible online, and providing a
modest stipend for critical staff who handle layout, production, and operations

behind the scenes.

The Chronicle is much more than a monthly newsletter —it’s
a shared conversation, a place where community stories are
told and remembered. Every issue we print, or post online
reflects the pulse of Cornwall, connecting neighbors to one
another. Whether it’s a thoughtful article, an interview with a

local artist, or an amusing illustration, we strive to make sure

each edition reflects the unique personality of our town.

But to continue this labor of love, we need your help. Your tax-deductible
donation—no matter the size—makes a real difference in sustaining the
Chronicle. With your support, we can keep Cornwall residents connected,

inspired, and occasionally amused, one issue at a time.

You can donate by using the enclosed envelope to send a check payable to

Cornwall Chronicle Inc. or online by visiting https://bit.ly/PayPal-CC to make

a secure donation. And remember, you can always send your comments,

letters, and news by e-mailing the publisher at: info@cornwallchronicle.org.
Thank you for supporting The Cornwall Chronicle!
With warm regards,

Bob Meyers, President and Publisher

IMlustrations by Cindy Kirk and Emily Waters



(If the return envelope is missing, use the coupon below.)

Yes, I'll contribute to the Chronicle.

Enclosed is my/our tax-deductible gift of:

[(1$250 [1$100 O$75 [$50 [$25 [ Other o

Name

Address

City/St/Zip

Make check payable to Cornwall Chronicle; send to PO Box 6, West Cornwall CT 06796
or donate online at CornwallChronicle.org

The Chronicle is a tax-exempt organization as described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Illustrations by Michael Heming, Zejke Hermann and Cindy Kirk




