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Uncontested

A Ten election cycles—
) ——a_ no challengers. What
MY;L more coul% you ask
for? For 20 and 18 years respectively, Vera
Dinneen, our town clerk, and Jean Bouteill-
er, our tax collector, have served Cornwall
with reliability, professionalism, and grace.
And you don’t need to take my word for
it—according to vote counts from 2005 to
2023, all of town seems to agree.

By the time you read this, Jean will
have completed her final day on Novem-
ber 17. Vera will stay with us almost until
the new year, when she will pass the
torch to Kathryn Lee.

Following in Vera’s footsteps, Ms. Lee
ran uncontested on last month’s ballot, cap-
turing 100% of the vote. She has been the
assistant town clerk for two years under Ve-
ra’s tutelage, and many will recognize her
from the Cornwall Bridge Package Store.

Jean’s position, however, will no longer
be an elected one—something Jean herself
advocated for. With the role requiring spe-
cialized knowledge of state tax policy and
regulations, along with professional certifi-
cations, she argued it was too much to risk
a potential turnover every two years. Her
successor will be Rebecca Juchert-Derungs,
who also serves as tax collector for Falls Vil-
lage, Goshen, and Morris.

Vera began working in town hall as the

assistant town clerk to Cheryl Evans back
in 1995—making her tenure an impressive
30 years. Slow transitions are nothing new
for Cornwall, she notes. Since the town’s
founding in 1740, there have been only 21
town clerks. Even so, the average works out
to about 13 years each, which means Vera's
30 years in the top role put her well beyond
most of her predecessors.

In larger towns, multiple clerks share
responsibilities—one handling birth certifi-
cates, another marriage licenses, another
elections, and others land records, or hunt-
ing and fishing licenses. In Cornwall, Vera
has been the clearinghouse for all these mu-
nicipal interactions, making her the one
person nearly every resident has worked
with at one time or another. She has issued
marriage licenses to people she knew as
children—and later recorded the deeds to
their homes. She still laughs about the time
two residents came in for a marriage license
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with the groom wrap- S?
ped in chains, being
“dragged” in by his
bride-to-be.

Jean has her own memorable moments—
like the Cornwall resident who paid $5,000
in taxes with cash saved under a mattress.
She’s thankful no one has ever shown up
with a wheelbarrow full of pennies as a
protest. She has, however, dealt with peo-
ple who accidentally overpaid —some even
paying twice—and she makes a point of
helping them file the correction in time.
What she hasn’t escaped is the frustration
of taxpayers unhappy with their bills, even
though she doesn’t determine the amount
owed. (That’s the job of Assessor Kayla
Johnson.)

As for the future, Jean is returning to
her roots as a fine furniture maker special-
izing in 18th-century high-style Chippen-
dale and Queen Anne pieces—her main
occupation before 2000, when tastes shifted
and orders slowed. She first accepted the
tax collector job after turning down a posi-
tion in another local furniture maker’s
shop. Now she’s excited to finally build
pieces for her own home—the ones she’s
been putting off for years.

Vera doesn’t have specific plans beyond a
trip to Ireland with her husband, Bill, who
also recently retired. Come January, theyll

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) Foote Field Future Goodbye to Friends
both be home full time for the first time —and On November 13, Cornwall’s Park & Recre- _ Anne Cha@beflain
they're excited for whatever comes next. ation Commission hosted a hybrid public Mira Jedwabnik Van Doren
The town hall staff will host a celebra- forum to gather ideas for the future of Foote Welcome

tion of Vera and Jean’s years of service on
December 7. Both women say they’re confi-
dent their replacements won’t miss a beat
and that the town is in good hands.

—Bill McClane

Academic Achievement at CCS

At the November Board of Education meet-
ing, recent “standardized performance re-
sults” were presented. The testing—done
statewide —covers grades three to eight for
math and ELA (English Lan-
guage Arts). To see how we did
comparatively, Cornwall is
grouped into a cohort of Con-
necticut towns by socioeconomic
indicators. This cohort comprises , &3
towns and districts with the third - ." /)
highest economies in the
state. For Cornwall it’s a little de-
ceiving because over 35% of our
students receive free and reduced lunch, so
not top third in all indicators of wealth. The
28 towns and school districts in our cohort
include the towns of Sherman, New Hart-
ford, Canton, and Essex, among others.

While testing alone never captures all of
the learning and growth being experienced
by our students, it is one important indica-
tor of both of those things. We learned that
the ELA tests not only show basic knowl-
edge of grammar or spelling, for example,
but have complicated tasks. One scenario
might have the student write two para-
graphs that finish a story using narrative
strategies such as dialogue and descrip-
tion. The tests are also adaptive, so students
are asked increasingly difficult ques-
tions. Math is the same way; there are mul-
tiple choice and single answers, but also
performance tasks with situations present-
ed where the student must explain reason-
ing, concepts, and procedures. According
to math teacher Danielle Kruger, “this in-
volves thinking about real world scenarios
and using mathematical models to repre-
sent their answers.”

The exciting news is that in our cohort,
CCS ranked fourth place in ELA and first
place in math! This was an improvement
from last year when we were ranked 22"
in ELA and fourth in math. Principal Le-
anne Maguire: “I could not be more proud
of our students, and our incredible teaching
staff. Everyone is working together in such
a positive way. I most value the improve-
ment from year to year and that 40% of our
students achieved the top grading level of
four, which is a very difficult level to get.”

While the entire Board of Education
glowed with pride, these accomplishments
are due to the excellence happening at CCS,
led by our principal and the educators we
are so fortunate to have teaching our stu-
dents. — Emilie Pryor

Field and its parking area. Chair Michelle
Shipp reviewed a 2024 survey that showed
Foote Field is underused, with many resi-
dents citing the lack of facilities, especially
bathrooms, as a barrier. She also explained
that wetlands and health regulations make
permanent bathrooms a long-term, com-
plex project.

With the Little Guild scheduled to move
back to its permanent site this spring, the
town has an opportunity to use the graded
upper area of Foote Field for new amenities.
Common themes from small-
group discussions included: a
modern playground (with rub-
berized surface), a full-sized
basketball court, improved pick-
leball court with fencing and a
permanent net, a walking track
around the field, skate park,
adult fitness equipment, addi-
tional shade structures, and bet-
ter signage. A pedestrian foot-
bridge from Jewel Street to Foote Field—so
children can avoid crossing Route 4—was
another widely supported idea.

Shipp reminded attendees that Foote
Field must remain an athletic and recre-
ation area under the terms of the Foote fam-
ily’s gift, and that the baseball diamond,
pavilion, pickleball court, and lower soccer
field are expected to stay. The next step is to
turn community input into a master plan
that can support grant applications and
fundraising efforts.

Residents who want to volunteer skills,
time, or financial support for the project
are invited to email park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov. —The Editors

Helping, Fixing, and Serving

The foam mattresses in the communal bunk
rooms serve as a reminder that comfort is
not the reason for being here. In some ways,
the trip feels uncomfortable from the start;
we are a group of 20 white people coming
from a small town in the idyllic Litchfield
hills to a Native American reservation with
the distinction of being the

Briggs Brewster Feldman to
Sarah Hubbard Feldman & Maxwell J. Feldman

Chloe Jane Tremarzo to
Monika & Kevin Tremarzo

Geraldine Frances Van Doren to
Alena & Sam Van Doren

Land Transfers

Amy Shanler, Conservator for the Estate of Asher
S. Pavel, to Mark Ingall and Leone Siegrist, 0.51
acres of land with buildings and improvements

thereon at 14 River Road, for $300,000.

David E. Voelpel to Isaac Castro Viloria, two
parcels of land with buildings and improvements
thereon at 172 Bunker Hill Road, for $285,000.

ed group of long-term volunteers. Re-Mem-
ber, the organization that for more than 25
years has served the Lakota people by of-
fering basic necessities built by volun-
teers—bunk beds, outhouses, ramps, mo-
bile home skirting—was our host, and we
learned quickly from Executive Director Will
Pease why “service” is the correct word for
what we were there to do.

Reading a quote from author and doc-
tor Rachel Naomi Remen, Will shared:
“Helping, fixing and serving represent three
different ways of seeing life. When you
help, you see life as weak. When you fix,
you see life as broken. When you serve, you
see life as whole. Fixing and helping may
be the work of the ego, and service the
work of the soul.”

The insightful distinction immediately
resonated with me, and I began to under-
stand it more as the week unfolded. Know-
ing little beyond the surface of the tragic
history of how this country has treated Na-
tive Americans, plus the stark statistics of
life on reservations—extremely high rates
of poverty, unemployment, school drop-
out, alcoholism, diabetes, and suicide—I
quickly began to see opportunities every-
where that tempted the desire to help and
fix. Driving in the van past mobile homes
with piles of trash heaped

poorest county in the Unit-
ed States. Is this some ver-
sion of white savior syn-
drome, or an opportunity to
actually help people and
broaden our perspectives at
the same time?

I arrived at Pine Ridge
Reservation, Oglala Lakota
Country, South Dakota,
with an open mind in late July, alongside
my fellow Cornwallians (plus 20 more vol-
unteers from other places), many of them
members of the UCC, and others like me
who were happy to have learned that any-
one from Cornwall could join this dedicat-

alongside rusted-out cars
in the dry, barren land-
scape of the prairie, I
thought that we could geta
few dumpsters and start
cleaning up. Or maybe
plant a tree?

Trees are not the priori-
ty here. On our first day of
work, my group was as-
signed to the workshop, where we would
be prepping and finishing pieces of wood
to be assembled into bunkbeds and out-
houses. I am not handy, so I needed some
guidance from the Re-Member staff on
sawing, sanding, and painting. With my
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safety glasses and gloves on, I gained confi-
dence and got into a groove, realizing even-
tually that I needed a break from the sander
as my whole arm was vibrating. Painting
would be my next task. The day was hot, the
work felt rewarding, and by the end, we all
appreciated the shower as we scrubbed our
skin to remove the sticky layers of sawdust.
I think dinner was a simple and very satisfy-
ing beef stew that night. That camp-quality
mattress was calling my name.

The next day, my group had an assign-
ment out “on the res.” We would dig a six-
foot hole and install an outhouse at a home
that didn’t have access to water and sewers.
Luckily, the hot weather broke overnight, so
we weren’t quite as sweaty as we took turns
with the shovel, tamping bar, and post hole
digger (besides the shovel, more tools that
were new to me!). By lunch time, we were
about three and a half feet down, and we
still had to assemble and install the out-
house on top of the hole. We did our best in
the hours after our sandwich break, but in
the end, the ground was hard and dry, and
our best effort brought us to about four and
a half feet. “Don’t worry,” our project lead-
er said, “we don’t always make it to six
feet.” When you need a place to go to the
bathroom, you'll be happy with less.

My final day in the field was spent
building a long ramp for a homeowner
who was retired from construction work
and had an injury that was making it hard-
er for him to get up the stairs into his mo-
bile home. Knowing that one day he would
likely need a wheelchair, he was very grate-
ful for our team’s effort. He joined us
during our lunch break to express his grati-
tude and shared that many members of his
family had benefited from the work of
Re-member volunteers.

There is comfort in meeting the appre-
ciative faces, but there were also experienc-
es on the res that were hard to see. One
group of volunteers had a
heartbreaking and over-
whelming experience de-
livering a bunk bed to a
home that was in a state of
squalor and despair. “You
can put the bunkbed in
the basement,” the home-
owner and mother direct-
ed, as her teenage child
sat unengaged nearby.
“Please open the win-
dows, as there might be black mold down
there.” An unsettling reminder that we were
there to serve and not to fix. To deliver what
had been requested.

Besides working with our hands and
delivering the fruits of our labor, there was
time for cultural experiences and learning.
On the very first night, we were invited to a
pow wow. The people of the community
know and trust Re-Member, and the staff
knows the tribal leaders and some families
by name. Even so, the first feeling I got
while watching the men, women, and chil-
dren in their bright and colorful regalia lin-

ing up for the Grand Entry was that I was
standing on sacred ground, but my feet
didn’t belong here. Yet there we all stood:
curious, respectful, and grateful for the
warm welcome. Groups of men on the out-
side of the dance circle sat at
huge pow wow drums with
large felt mallets, and they
began to play and sing. There
was an emcee who intro-
duced every dance, and
judges who picked winners
in a few dances that were
competitions. Towards the
end, we were invited to
dance in the “Dance of All Nations.” My
friends and I looked at each other with
slightly unsure smiles and entered the
dance circle. I tried to follow the same
stomping rhythmic steps of the native peo-
ple dancing by our sides. It was fun. It was
a chance to see and participate in the im-
portance of ceremony, heritage, and ritual
in that particular Lakota community, and I
appreciated it.

Each evening, there were talks with the
Lakota Elders who shared traditions, sto-
ries, music, hardships, and examples of
how life is slowly improving on the res.
There were other activities too, such as a
short and hot hike in the Badlands, a visit to
a cultural center with beautiful artwork,
and a stop in the town of Pine Ridge to see
firsthand the scarcity of affordable fresh
produce in the one full-service grocery
store on a reservation the size of the state of
Connecticut. One morning, we went to the
site of the Wounded Knee Massacre, where
nearly 300 Lakota people were killed by
soldiers of the U.S. Army in 1890. Twen-
ty-five U.S. soldiers were killed, too.

The week encompassed the full spectrum
of emotions—at times it felt heartbreaking, at
other times satisfying (building things to-
gether), also humbling, confusing, interest-
ing, and hopeful. It was
most certainly an experi-
ence that illuminated the
extent of my own privi-
lege and challenged my
perceptions of how I can
help (or serve) people
who have so little. Reach-
ing into my pocketbook is
the easiest way—and a
needed one—of course.
But this experience went
so much deeper. Looking back, I think
maybe the thing that sticks with me most is
the knowing: knowing how hard life is and
has been for Oglala Lakota people, know-
ing that their culture and language is still
alive, celebrated, and passed down to the
next generation, knowing that they have
hope for the future, despite the harsh reali-
ties of needing more basic resources and
services that would improve their daily
lives. Knowing they are there, on the beau-
tiful but harsh prairie, trying to make a bet-
ter future for their children.

One of the Elders who came to speak to

us, Dakota High Hawk, taught us about
what happened at the Wounded Knee Mas-
sacre and shared that some of his ancestors
died there. It was a little hard to understand
the slowly escalating, racially driven situa-
tion between the Lakota
and the US. Army. But
here is what I remember:
he explained that Black Elk,
a medicine man who sur-
vived, said that it would
take seven generations to
heal the suffering inflicted
upon his people. Dakota
said that time is now,
young children and newborns are the sev-
enth generation. That hope stays with me.
—Mare Rubin

Cornwall Briefs

* Town Meeting: The annual town meet-
ing was held on November 7, with approx-
imately one dozen people in attendance.
The meeting opened with a moment of rec-
ognition for retiring Town Clerk Vera Din-
neen and retiring Tax Collector Jean Bou-
teiller. Newly elected Town Clerk Kathryn
Lee and Selectman John Brown were wel-
comed. The annual Town Report was re-
ceived, and Gordon Ridgway went over its
highlights. Residents then unanimously
adopted the Five-Year Capital Plan as rec-
ommended by the boards of finance and
selectmen. With no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

* Election Results: There were few contest-
ed races in November’s municipal election.
The results are as follows: First Selectman
Gordon Ridgway(402); Selectman Rocco
Botto (332); Selectman John F. Brown (123);
Town Clerk Kathryn Lee (470 combined,
cross endorsed); Town Treasurer Richard
Bramley (434); Board Of Finance, full term
Gary Steinkohl (392), Carl Z. Hermann
(201); Board of Finance to fill vacancy for
two years, Kate Sandmeyer Ward (439);
Board of Finance alternate Richard Wol-
kowitz (389), Cody Gillotti (186); Board of
Education Anna Kallman (366), Martha
Bruehl (392), Kathleen Bodwell (134), Kath-
erine Scoville (200); Board of Assessment
Appeals Richard Wolkowitz (344), David
Cavalier (124); Planning and Zoning Com-
mission Phillip West (346), Stephen Saccar-
di (313); Zoning Board of Appeals Lynn
Scoville (316), Christi Bodwell (234).

* Vacancies: The following boards and
commissions have vacancies: Conservation
Commission, Park and Recreation Com-
mission, Grange Hall Trust Fund, Housa-
tonic River Commission, Cream Hill Lake
Study Group, and Zoning Board of Ap-
peals. Contact the selectmen’s office for
more information.

* West Cornwall Survey: West Cornwall
residents should be on the lookout for an
upcoming survey to be circulated by the
West Cornwall Wastewater Management
Project Construction Committee. They are

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

looking for residents interested in tying
into the proposed wastewater system.
Hooking up to the new system can be as
low as $0 initially (depending on the orien-
tation of one’s existing piping), but will in-
crease to $5,000 if one decides to join after
the initial installation. Yearly fees are ex-
pected to be $1,000 per customer.

— Annie Kosciusko

Events & Announcements

At the Cornwall Library

Encore performance on December 6 at 4
r.M. Talk and showing of Top Hat and Tales:
Harold Ross and the Making of The New York-
er, produced and directed by Adam Van
Doren, and narrated by Stanley Tucci. Reg-
istration is required at cornwalllibrary.org.

Holiday Trio: gingerbread house com-
petition, tree lighting, and carol sing on
Sunday, December 7. Gingerbread houses
will be on display starting at 4 p.m., fol-
lowed by the tree lighting at 5 p.M., and a
festive carol sing on the library front steps.
There will be adult and child (18 and un-
der) categories for judging. Registration
required only for gingerbread house com-
petition, not for general attendance.

Boxing Day Reading, Friday, December
26, at 4 p.Mm. at the North Cornwall Meeting
House. Scott Cady will read a selection of
Annie Dillard’s. Registration is requested at
cornwalllibrary.org.

Holiday Hours: The library will close
Wednesday, December 24, at 2 p.m. and will
reopen on Friday, December 26, from noon
until 3 p.m.

Retirement Celebration: The town will
host a community retirement celebration
honoring Tax Collector Jean Bouteiller and
Town Clerk Vera Dinneen on Sunday, De-
cember 7, from 1 to 3 p.M. at the town hall.
The event is open to the public. For more
information, contact Jane Hall in the select-

men’s office at assistant@cornwallct.gov or
672-4959.

Park and Recreation
Breakfast with Santa and the Grinch:
Saturday, December 6, from 10 a.M. to

noon at the town hall. Photos with Santa
will be printed on site and frames decorat-
ed. Hot cocoa bar, decorate a cookie, and
other crafts.

Community/Senior Lunch on Tuesday,
December 9, at the UCC Parish House at
noon. RSVP is mandatory by December 7 to
park.recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/text
Bethaney Mastrocola 860-419-5337.

Gingerbread decorating on Tuesday, De-
cember 9, after school from 3:30 to 4:45 r.m.
at the town hall. Email park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov to sign up as space is limited.

Letters to Santa on Saturday, December
13, is the last day to submit your letter ad-
dressed to Santa Claus, c/o Cornwall Park
and Recreation, 24 Pine Street, Cornwall CT
06753. Please remember your return ad-
dress so he can reply!

Community Social Hour on Wednes-
day, December 17, from 2 to 3 p.m. Drop by
UCC Parish House for snacks and drinks
with friends.

Community/Senior Breakfast on Tues-
day, December 23, at the UCC Parish House
at 9 .M. RSVP is a must by December 21 to
park.recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/text
Bethaney Mastrocola at 860-419-5337.

Reindeer Canvas Painting Class on Tues-
day, December 23, at the town hall with Car-
olyn from the Brush and Pallet. Class will be
held from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. and the cost is

$23. Sign up at cornwallparkrec.org.

Holiday gifts for local children: To donate or
buy a gift from a Cornwall child’s wish list,
contact Becky Hurlburt at socialservices@
cornwallct.gov. Gifts should be purchased
by December 10 to make sure they can
reach families in time for the holidays.

Wreaths Across America laying ceremony
on Sunday, December 13, at noon. Volun-
teers needed to participate. The Cornwall
Cemetery on Route 4 has been registered
and designated as a Wreath’s Across Amer-
ica cemetery. Wreaths are to be placed on
the graves of fallen heroes at thousands of
cemeteries across the country. For more in-
formation and to donate to the purchase of
wreaths (they hope to purchase 165 wreaths
at $17 each for Cornwall), contact Bill Din-

neen at billdinneen@yahoo.com.

12 Days of Christmas Art Show opening
Saturday, December 13, from 4:45 to 6:30
r.M. Twelve works by local artists tucked
into windows throughout West Corn-
wall. Pick up a map at the Wish House.

Day Preserve Hike on Sunday, December
14, at 10 a.m. Hike will be led by Terry

Burke and Fiona Ocain. This trail is a steady
rise through wooded fern beds to a field
and ridge- top view. It is a medium level
and is 1.9 miles, our longest. Notifications
for all Pop-up Hikes will be sent to emails
registered at cornwallconservationtrust.
org. Our new CCT Preserve Map with trails
is also on the website.

Annual Christmas Pageant is Saturday,
December 20, at 7:30 p.m. at the UCC
Church. (Snow date is Sunday, December
21, at 2 p.m.). It will feature the traditional
Christmas Story and carols, culminating
with the giving of “white gifts” for children
in need. Please consider participating as an
angel or shepherd. Bring a toy wrapped in
white paper to donate. For participants: re-
quired cast rehearsal on Friday, December
19, at 5:30 p.Mm. at the church. For more infor-
mation, please call Katie Freygang at 860-
488-0204 or Jane Prentice at 672-6101.

Cornwall Parade of Lights in Cornwall
Village, Sunday, December 21. Lineup at
5:30 p.m. and step off at 6 p.m. To sign up
or for any questions call/text Jane Hall at
860-689-6992.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors, December 2025

We like to believe that the Cornwall Chronicle has long been the shared

OFFICERS conversation of our community, a place where you learn about the people, the
, , happenings, the history, and the natural environment. It's a collection of the

President/Publisher . . . .

Bob Meyers things that capture our town spirit and make it unique.

Vice President Your past contributions ensured that every vital and interesting story—

Annie Kosciusko accompanied by those whimsical illustrations—arrived promptly at your home
and online.

Secretary

Ann Gold

And we continue to innovate. In the past few years, we've introduced several
Treasurer new features that have been well-received, including:

Tom Barrett " , . " X X
+ "What We're Reading,” a column on books being read in Cornwall,

DIRECTORS created by veteran writer and editor Ed Ferman, who also

Paul De Angelis contributed the special “Animals” edition last year.

Kerry Donahue » Robin Gray's series of stories about all aspects of farming in
Gregory Galloway Cornwall, from its early beginnings to recent innovations.

Ben Lesch » Betty Spence’s chronicle of how we got here, in her interviews with

Jurgen Kalwa local residents entitled “How | Came to Cornwall.

« Deb Bennett's beautiful pieces on Cornwall waterways which lent
Jonathan Landman

_ insight into the roles Mill Brook and the Hollenbeck River have
Jacque Schiller

. played in the development of our community.
John W. W. Zeiser . . .
« Our occasional splashes of color, which we hope surprise and

delight!

Twelve creative teams of writers, editors, and
artists produce content each month that you
count on to entertain and inform you. And
while they generously volunteer their time and

talent, we still need to cover essential expenses
that keep us going: printing, mailing, maintaining our website, and providing a
modest stipend for critical staff who handle editing, layout, and operations.
Think of it as an investment in a connected, informed, and vibrant Cornwall.

You can donate by using the enclosed envelope or online by visiting
https://bit.ly/PayPal-CC to make a secure donation. And remember, you can
always send your comments, letters, and news by e-mailing the publisher at:
info@cornwallchronicle.org.

With warm regards,

Bob Meyers, President and Publisher

Illustrations by April Stewart Klausner and Zejke Hermann
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(If the return envelope is missing, use the coupon below.)

Yes, I'll contribute to the Chronicle.

Enclosed is my/our tax-deductible gift of:

[1$250 [0$100 [$75 [$50 [%$25 [ Other

Name

Address

City/St/Zip

Make check payable to Cornwall Chronicle; send to PO Box 6, West Cornwall CT 06796
or donate online at CornwallChronicle.org

The Chronicle is a tax-exempt organization as described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Illustration by April Stevens



