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Little Guild
to Replace Old Facility

The Little Guild plans to build a facility ad-
jacent to its existing structure, which will
then be demolished. The project was only
made possible after a quarter-acre land
swap east of the property with the Corn-
wall Conservation Trust, which will receive
an equal parcel at its Day Preserve trail-
head. The guild expects to operate through-
out the building process, though for short
periods, animals may be in foster care with
those willing to volunteer their help.

The guild’s board, with Karen Doeblin
as president, has been in constant discus-
sion with the staff and Executive Director
Jenny Langendoerfer, who arrived two
years ago to run the program. Their main
topic has been the inadequacy of the cur-
rent space, which was built as a home and
never intended to serve as a shelter. It lacks
the means to easily quarantine incoming
dogs. Their training takes place in the park-
ing lot, and they have to be washed in the
laundry room. Within the limited confines,
cats are constantly subjected to the din of
barking canines. Staff and volunteers have
no place to take breaks or even hang
their coats.

Consulting with architects and
builders, the guild concluded the

building was too old and impossibly config-
ured to renovate or expand, and launched a
campaign to raise funds for a new structure.
The guild has always relied on donations to
meet its operating costs, but it needed an
amount of a different magnitude for the fa-
cility required. With persistence and the
generosity of the regional tri-state commu-
nities of Litchfield, Berkshire, and Dutchess
counties, organizers are on their way to
meeting their goal, though still seeking do-
nations. Many local foundations have pro-
vided support. Board members began to
explore various shelters for miles around,
cherry picking the best ideas as they went.
The architectural firm Silver, Petrucelli and
Associates was hired and principal Christo-
pher Nardi was assigned to head up the
project. Independently, designers Page
Dickey and Michael Trapp volunteered
their services to create an outdoor space to
complement the building and connect it to
the CCT trails.

In the new facility, dogs will be caged in
pods of four around central care hubs so
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they can be separated according to age and
personality. Soundproofing will be ade-
quate throughout the building to the bene-
fit of animals and staff. Optimal quarantine
space will be available to ensure animals
can be rescued more safely and quickly.
Training will be done either indoors or in a
designated outdoor space. A large multi-
purpose room will be adaptable enough to
allow for everything from training classes
to school group visits to a pop-up vet clinic.

The well-designed space will also en-
hance the many services provided. Work-
ing in conjunction with organizations such
as the Susan B. Anthony Project and Wom-
en in Shared Services, the guild directly
aids people in local communities. It takes
animals into emergency foster care, offers
free vaccinations, spays, and neuters, and
provides pet food and supplies to those
who cannot afford it. An important part of
its mission is taking proactive intervention
to keep pets in their original homes, if at all
possible. After all, an animal that remains
in its home is an animal that does not need
to be adopted. —Bill Goulet

The Pandemic
Housing Market
“Housing availability for first-time
home buyers is practically nonexistent
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) towns are going to have to deal with this Welcome

important issue.” . h .
in Cornwall.” So states our Affordable We asked Planning & Zoning Chair David George Anchevski
Housing Plan, first presented in the fall of Anna Timell about short-term rentals. “We to Olivera K‘?StOVSka AnCh?VSkl
2021. The picture since then is far darker. ~ will definitely be looking into this,” she and Dalibor Anchevski
The market now is so fragile and unbal- said. “There are now some model small- Goodbye to Friends

anced that it’s hard to see how any work-
ing-class family could even find a home in
town, much less afford one.

According to realtor.com, there were 17
homes for sale in Cornwall in November.
That number dropped to ten in January, as
the market went into hibernation. In both
periods half the listings were over $1 mil-
lion, with several over $2 million.

The perennial champ is Ivan Lendl’s
400-acre property, at $15 million. If you
drive to the end of 5 ¥4 Mile Road, you'll
come to a large gate beyond which attack
dogs roam, and you can catch a glimpse of
his 18,000-square-foot Georgian mansion.
(You can get a tour on realtor.com.) Yes, it's
an easy ride to AJ’s, but perhaps not the
best location for such opulence.

The bottom of the market occurred a
few years ago, when Cornwall had not yet
recovered from the housing collapse and
the Great Recession.

¢ January 2017 —June 2018
41 properties sold

Total sales: $18,449,000
Median sale price: $280,000

The pandemic market soared as coun-
try living attracted many city dwellers.
Fueled by rock-bottom mortgage rates,
they purchased dozens of homes in town,
including all priced under $450,000.

* July 2021 —December 2022
54 properties sold

Total sales: $40,240,000
Median sale price: $515,000

Two of Cornwall’s grand estates—the
Castle and Cobble Hill Farm—sold during
this period, pushing the total sales figure to
new heights.

For a report from the front lines, we
talked to Cynthia Hochswender, former ex-
ecutive editor of the Lakeville Journal, now
with Sotheby’s International Realty.

“Many things are stalling the market
now. Sellers are keeping prices high be-
cause theyre looking back to mid-Covid
when properties sold quickly for asking
price or more. Plus, they
have to think about their -

next residence. Invento- @[/‘\
‘e

ry is low, and seven per-
cent mortgage rates don’t
help.

“Another problem is that too .
many buyers are flipping homes
or acquiring them for short-term
rentals. Some sellers will
let their properties go

town regulations that will help us.”

Years ago, there was a heated argument
in town about this issue. After an appeal
from the Cornwall Inn, Zoning Board of
Appeals ruled that rentals of less than 30
days were not permitted. P&Z asked its
town planner and attorney how to proceed.
Their advice was ambivalent. They found
no laws or regulations that were useful for
guidance for a small town like Cornwall;
i.e. Airbnb hosts exist in a sort of legal lim-
bo. In the absence of complaints, nothing
was done and the issue faded away, only to
return now like an unwelcome guest.

There are eight Airbnb listings in Corn-
wall, plus a few others on Vrbo, ranging
from a modest cottage to an elegant house
at $750 per night. Most are hosted by part-
timers or corporations.

Finally, we asked Cynthia how buyers
and Realtors look at Cornwall compared to
other Northwest Corner towns. “Salisbury
is seen as the most magnetic town, social
and friendly, with its lake and businesses.
Cornwall is often characterized as having a
kind of rugged charm and like a club where
everyone knows one another.”

The limited supply of housing is a
national problem, and economists
predict little change in prices or
inventory for 2023. In Cornwall
it’s possible that some New
Yorkers will miss museums,
Broadway, and Duane Reades,
head back to their former haunts,
and free up some homes. But our
best hope for relief is to urgently
move forward with the Afford-
able Housing Plan. —Ed Ferman

It's Time...

From Ann Gold’s Valentine’s story in the
February 2006 issue: “...Even 60 years ago,
Madeline Lape said, students made valentines
to give to each other and hopefully receive at
school. There were no Valentine parties in her
youth, Thalia Scoville reports, but children did
bring cards to school...Sally Hart recalls...a
classmate, who rarely finished his work, dili-
gently completed it on February 14 so he could
serve as postman. Ten to 15 cents at Wool-
worth’s would get a book of cards and enve-
lopes to cut out and paste. During World War
11, one could even send away for a kit from
Sears and Roebuck...”
That was then. Now, kindergarten teach-
er Candy Carlson says
that K-4 children will do
a Valentine exchange:

for less to another
buyer to avoid it be-

not mandatory, but if
B 2 they want to give a

coming an Airbnb. I
admire their so-

o)

cial consdence, but

AN\ Valentine to any-
) one, they must
bring one for every stu-

Isabelle C. Osborne

Carolann Tyler

Land Transfers

Park Davis to Amy Davis, One-third interest
in 19.007 acres of land on Popple Swamp Road,
for $55,000.

Jaime D. Longhi and Martine Longhi to
Nicholas T. Caton and Kimberly A. Pesta, land
with buildings and improvements thereon at 75
Todd Hill Road, for $2,345,000.

Margaret A. Tekler, Trustee, to Nicholas Jun
Anderer and Natalie Johnson Anderer, 20.024
acres of land with buildings and improvements
thereon at 38 Pierce Lane, for $1,300,000.

Marabeth S. Holsinger, Christopher B. Soltis and
Vernita Eve Soltis to Beverly Daniel Evans, land
on Great Hollow Road, for $217,032.

Michael Hickerson, Trustee to Matthew
Monzon and Christopher J. Collins, land with
improvements thereon at 120 Whitcomb Hill
Road, for $950,000.

dent. There will also be a little
party. In 2022, says CCS’s Trish
Collins, “We still had our middle
school/senior pen pals’ program,
and the kids made a card for
their pen pal. This year, the
eighth-graders “will probably be
making Valentine cards for the
seniors with whom they had
lunch [in the fall].”
Valentine’s cards may be a little less
“chill” than they used to be. Two students—
one at CCS, one at HVRHS—both rolled
their eyes when asked if they send a Valen-
tine to some special person. ‘Nuff said.

All may not be lost. Bianca Griggs has
found that people still buy Valentine cards,
but they tend to wait until two days before.
To her, a card demonstrates that someone
took the time, and it has meaning for the
recipient. “And cards have longevity.”

Postmistress Maria Bonetti in West
Cornwall has sensed a surge of mail around
February 14 in recent years, and the U.S.
Post Office must agree: it has printed two
special stamps, one with a puppy and one
with a kitty, both holding a heart.

So, what will you and your special per-
son do this year? Frank Way of Frank Food
will host a special prix-fixe dinner on the
14th. Don’t wait to make your reservation.

There are always flowers and/or choco-
lates. Megan Mollica of Cornwall Bridge
Gardens will have bouquets of flowers (but
nota bene, her place is only open Friday
through Sunday). Baker Brian Levy there is
hoping to get his delivery of some date-sweet-
ened chocolate. (That's “date,” as in fruit.)
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Package store owner Richard Bramley
comments that many of his customers wait
until the last minute to get something for
that special person, and more often than
not these last-minute types are men. Pink
sparkling or still wines are popular.

Asked if he were going to be getting a
Valentine for his wife, Lazlo Gyorsok re-
plied that he had learned the hard way, “I
won't get fed if I don’t give Chris a Valen-
tine.”

Now, if you'll excuse me, I have to find
acard... —Honora Horan

You Can’t Curate Community:
Cornwall Honors
Film Series Founders

We film programmers, while constantly ob-
sessing over film choice, like to tell our-
selves and each other that curation is just as
important with film as it is in, say, a muse-
um or fine art gallery. But listen to the audi-
ence describe its moviegoing experiences,
and it’s clear that there’s much more in the
mix—even, or perhaps especially, in a
humble setting like the community room
at the Cornwall Library.

For many years, Joy Boyum and
John Miller ran a film series in that
room, touching on a whole slew of
genres and periods in film
history —from French New Wave
to Silent Era to documentary.

The pair was uncommonly
steeped in film knowledge. Boyum
was not only an author and professor
of arts and humanities at NYU, she had
served for decades as film critic for outlets
like NPR, the Wall Street Journal, and Glam-
our. Miller was a retired journalist who had
written for the Miami Herald, NBC Nightly
News, and the Today show, and also earned
recognition as an Emmy Award-winning
writer for PBS" Great Performances docu-
mentary series.

But while the series” film choices were
unassailable, it was the quirks of the series
that linger in attendees’ memories. At
Cornwall Association’s Sunday, January
8th screening of The Prisoner of Zenda—the
first film in a three-part tribute series to
Miller and Boyum—Peter Demy, with a
wry smile, recalled: “When John and Joy
were running their series, there were some-
times AV problems. I mostly remember
John cursing and cursing until he had the
problem sorted out.” Laughter rippled
through the room, because most of the

crowd (this writer included) had wit- )

nessed at least one such tirade.

It’s the stickiness of memories like
this that lend credence to the idea that
moviegoing has always been about
much more than what flashes on the
screen. It's about creating community and
connecting over shared experiences.

The films chosen for this tribute series
speak to passing down stories from one
generation to the next—finding and foster-

ing community down the years. Each of the
series’ three films owe a debt to the 1894
novel The Prisoner of Zenda, a story of a visi-
tor in a strange land standing in for its
stricken leader during a time of crisis. The
novel inspired many film versions—but the
Cornwall Association has chosen a black-
and-white classic from 1937 starring Ron-
ald Colman, and a Technicolor remake
from 1952 with Deborah Kerr and James
Mason, as well as a loosely affiliated 1993
update of the story titled Dave, which
moves the intrigue from fictional Ruritania
to Washington, DC.

The Cornwall Association selected these
films carefully and with the intent to speak to
generations of Cornwallians. Still, Miller and
Boyum'’s film events are a demonstration
that you can’t curate community. A town's
eccentricities always float to the surface—
and provide its real and endur-
ing charms. Here in bohemi-
an Cornwall, accomplished
journalists, critics, and creative

types, like Boyum and Miller, have
for many years lived quietly (or some-
times less than quietly) among us. But
it'’s their eagerness to share them-
selves—and their quirks —that we're left
celebrating for years after they’re gone.
In this spirit, come to the Cornwall Li-
brary on February 5 at 2 p.m. for the screen-
ing of the second film in the series, the 1952
Technicolor version of The Prisoner of Zenda.
Then mark your calendars for the series fi-
nale, Dave (1993), which will be screened on
Sunday, March 5, at 2 p.m. Screenings are
free of charge, and include free treats and
beverages. Just as John Miller and Joy
Boyum would have wanted it. —Jeff Palfini
(Editor’s Note: Jeff Palfini is co-founder of
Boondocks Film Society, the pop-up film
event series.)

Assistant Town Clerk Wanted

The position involves a three-hour work
week, plus serving as acting town clerk when
so designated (15-20 full days per year). The
goal is to train a new assistant and support
the individual in the process of obtaining cer-
tification in order to qualify to run for town
clerk and take over the office after the 2025
municipal election. This is a long-term posi-
tion. The assistant must live in Cornwall. The
job includes performing clerical duties in re-
cording vital statistics, land records, election
information and other records, and issuing
licenses and permits. Interested persons
must obtain State of Connecticut certifica-
tion as a municipal clerk within four (4)
years of hire. For full job description,
application, or more information, call
Vera Dinneen at 672-2709 or email

townclerk@cornwallct.gov.

Cornwall Briefs

® The town budget process for fiscal year
2023-2024 is in full swing. Budgeteers are
confronting the challenge of an anticipated

Letters to the
Chronicle

LOVE ON A LIMB, CAREFULLY

For those who cannot get enough of “porcu-
pines,” allow me to recount our recent experi-
ence with an amorous pair. In late October and
early November, about four or five times run-
ning, we were awakened late at night by strange
and loud grunts, groans, and moans that seemed
to be coming from right outside our bedroom
window. They sounded like sounds a big animal
would make. Flashlight investigations yielded
no suspects. After some doctorate-level Google
searching, I zeroed in on porcupines. It seems
that our lady porcupine only wants to make
whoopee once a year, and only during an eight-
to- 12-hour period. It is, according to one source,
a “raucous affair,” taking place up in a tree, and
one quite competitive, even violent, among local
males. Who knew? —Honora Horan

HOUSATONIC MEADOWS UPDATE
Here’s an update on the Housatonic Mead-
ows State Park Renovation where (closer to) 100
trees were removed, including 25 oaks more
than a century old. Rep. Maria Horn and Sen.
Craig Miner facilitated legislation and funding
to protect and replace trees in the future. The
accepted renovation plan includes a new picnic
grove, plantings along the bank, and rain gar-
dens. These native plantings will mitigate ero-
sion. Signage boards describing the project will
be included. Trees were planted last fall and a
volunteer opportunity to plant native pollinator
plantings in the rain gardens will be posted in
the spring. This effort will restore the ecological
importance of the park and enhance the econom-
ic contribution to Cornwall Bridge. Thank you

for your ongoing support.

—Katherine Freygang,
Restoration Representative

$400,000 increase in Cornwall’s Region One
cost share, a significant increase in light of
Cornwall’s roughly $7.5 million budget. The
increase is due to ten more students (25 to 35)
from here attending Housy, coupled with a
reduction in Region One’s overall student
population. The selectmen will present the
budget to the Board of Finance this month, to
be followed in April and May by a hearing
and town meeting. All departments have
their work cut out for them.

¢ The last of Cornwall’s ARPA funds were
awarded in December to: the Food & Fuel
Fund for food assistance ($38,000); Green-
woods Counseling and Referral, to help
with the opioid crisis response in northwest
Connecticut ($5,000); Little Guild, to assist
in construction of its new facility ($35,000);
and Cornwall Housing Corporation (CHC),
for site work to develop existing parcels
($100,000). Incidentally, CHC will be kick-
ing off a mail campaign this month for ac-
quisition funds. Thanks to the ARPA Com-
mittee for its diligent work over the past
two years.

(continued on page 4)
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* CVFD responds to Ukraine. Our volun-
teer fire department joined with other area
departments in collecting older or unneed-
ed firefighting and medical equipment and
supplies for shipment to Ukraine. Spear-
headed by a Trumbull firefighter with
family there, the program allowed for a
collection of helmets, boots, coats,
masks, shields and other gear to make
its way from Cornwall to Trumbull,
then to a depot in New Jersey,
bound for Poland and distribution 4
within Ukraine, mostly to rural ar-
eas that lack many of the basics for
firefighting and medical care.

* Belated Welcome. Fr. Robert
Landback arrived this summer to
serve as pastor of St. Kateri Tekak-
witha parish, which includes St.
Bridget’s Church, the picturesque
church under the Cornwall Bridge.
Raised and ordained in the Episco-
pal Church, and having served in par-
ishes in California, Texas, and Connecticut,
Fr. Robert was ordained in the Catholic
Church in 2012. He and his wife, Sally, a
lawyer, have four adult children.

* Housing Matchmaker. Housing Coordi-
nator Jessica Brackman is leading an effort to
match people hoping to move to or stay in
Cornwall —in our tight housing market—
with available housing, whether to rent or
purchase. Those in either category—looking
for housing or with housing available—
should get on the list and seek more informa-
tion by contacting housing@cornwallct.gov.
* Extended Yummies. Brian Levy, noted
cookbook author and pastry chef, is con-
tinuing with his artistry through the winter
months at Cornwall Bridge Gardens (CBG).
The cafe will be open Fridays through Sun-
days from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. CBG itself is
open those days from 9:30 a.m., offering its
diverse assortment of food, artisan goods,
gifts, and antiques.

Frank Food has expanded its hours and
offerings in West Cornwall and will have
Sunday dinner service from 5 to 8 p.m. and
Happy Hour Thursdays and Fridays, 4 to 6
p.M. Apres ski at the fire pit, anyone?

— Tom Barrett

Ready to Go Steady?

We don’t need flowers or chocolates, a nice
check would win our hearts and keep the
Chronicle going.

P.O. Box 6; West Cornwall, CT 06796.

Events & Announcements

The Assessor’s Office is accepting applica-
tions for the Elderly and Totally Disabled
Homeowners program from February 1 to
May 15. Applicants must be at least 65 years
old or 100% disabled and a homeowner in
Cornwall. The income limit is $40,300 for
individuals and $49,100 for married
couples. Contact the assessor’s of-
a fice for an application at 672-2703 or
cwlassessor@optonline.net.

0]

() Atthe Cornwall Library
“Take Your Child to the Li-
brary Day,” Saturday, February
4, from 10 A.m. to noon. Drop by for
crafts and snacks. Free.

The Prisoner of Zenda movie series,
sponsored by the Cornwall Associa-
tion. Sunday, February 5, at 2 r.m.
Free. Snacks provided. (See story in
this issue.)

Ink drawing and watercolor class with
Collette Hurst. Saturdays, February 11,
18, and 25, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. The $75 fee
is payable at the first of three sessions. Lim-
ited class size.

“Destination Antarctica,” Brooke
and Martin Chalk’s talk and presen-
tation on their 2020 adventure that
included a visit to the fragile cli-
mate of the South Pole. Satur-
day, February 25, at 4 p.m. Free.

Register for programs at
cornwalllibrary.org.

A wine-tasting fundraiser
for the CCS eighth-grade an-
nual school trip is set for the
Souterrain Gallery on Satur-
day, February 11, from 4 to 6
p.M. Space is limited. Get tickets ($30 per
person/$50 per couple) and more details at

melissamjeans@hotmail.com.

Valentine’s Evening of Love Poetry at The
Union, Tuesday, February 14, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Free. Sign up to read or listen at

arshagra@gmail.com. Hosted by local poet,
author C.C. Arshagra.

Park and Recreation

Senior Monthly Luncheon— Valentine’s
Special —at noon on Tuesday, February 14,
at the Parish House. RSVP by February 10.

Connecticut Flower Show in Hartford,
Thursday, February 23. Leaving at 9 a..
from the UCC parking lot, returning around
3:30 p.M. Seating is limited. $20 admission in-
cludes lunch. RSVP by February 20.

Family Movie Night, Saturday, February
25, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at town hall. Food and

[T

drink available. Bring blanket/pillow. Snow
date is March 4.

Senior Breakfast, Tuesday, February 28, at 9
AM. at the Parish House. RSVP by February 24.

RSVP at park.recreation@cornwallct.gov
or text/call 860-480-0600.

~ Assessment Appeals: Apply to
the Board of Assessment Ap-
peals in writing on or before Feb-
ruary 16. Applications available
with the town clerk or the assessor.

Cornwall Garden Club presents “Indoor
Plant Secrets Unearthed.” Special guest Bo-
sco Schell in conversation with Melissa
Gamwell on Saturday, February 25, from 3
to 4:30 p.m. Free. RSVP by February 22 to
cornwallgardenclubl@gmail.com for loca-

tion and details.

Art in Cornwall
The group show of paintings by
@ Sybil Perry, Sandy Dolinsky, and
Robert Adzema continues through
February at the Parish House Mon-
day to Thursday, from 9 a.m. to noon, Sun-
day, from 10 a.m. to noon, and by appoint-
ment at 672-6840.

Sarah Prud’homme’s photo
presentation, “Inhuman Time,”
at the Cornwall Library contin-

ues through March 4.

Upstairs Wellness at The (/"
Local offers a mixed-level

Hatha yoga class in the in-

tegral yoga style on Thurs-

days from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m. A do-

nation of $10 is suggested. Contact
Malka Percal at mpercal@gmail.com.
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