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A Year in the
Rearview

While 2022 was filled with

an eagerness to get back to a

normal way of life and traditions we've

missed the past couple of years, the road to

normalcy was filled with detours, wash-

outs, switchbacks, and plenty of other traf-

fic-related metaphors. If you've forgotten,
buckle up; it was a bumpy ride.

The year saw longevity and upheaval,
sometimes in close proximity. A number of
local businesses celebrated milestones, in-
cluding the National Iron Bank (175 years),
and Mohawk Mountain (75 years), while
others ended after long runs. The Cornwall
Market closed after nearly 90 years of a
store operating in the same location in
Cornwall Bridge; Housatonic River Outfit-
ters vacated after more than 20 years (but is
offering some supplies at Cornwall Bridge
Gardens), and Bill Dinneen retired after 44
years of providing service and repair to our
household appliances.

Frank Foods and Suzie’s Bakery opened
in the spring, and while Frank is still around
(Wednesday to Sunday), Suzie’s closed its
physical location in late September (she is
still offering baked goods at her roadside
stand and at the Local), leaving many of us
scrambling for a place to find breakfast and/

or lunch in town most days. There are plans
for a café/chocolate shop in the old River
Outfitters, and a re-opening of a market in
spring 2023 (fingers crossed).

The Cornwall Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment celebrated its 90" year, and the Wom-
an’s Society 94" Rummage Sale returned
after a two-year, pandemic-induced hiatus;
the society has provided educational grants
to Cornwall high school graduates for the
past 50 years, and donations to more than
20 organizations.

And while old money continued to go
out, some new money arrived. Cornwall re-
ceived funding from the American Rescue
Plan Act ($403,085 over two years), which
was awarded to 11 applicants, including the
Cornwall Child Center, the Hughes Library,
Little Guild, Cornwall Historical Society, and
the Cornwall Library, and an earmarked $3
million from the USDA for the West Corn-
wall wastewater collection and treatment
facility. The wastewater project was ap-
proved by a town vote (302 to 179) in July,
with illegal attempts to influence the vote
by misinformation sent by the “Friends of
Cornwall,” which became the subject of a
state investigation.

The public outcry over the Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection’s tree
cutting at Housatonic Meadows State Park
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o
did not stop the removal
of hundreds of trees, but \
the protests got the atten-
tion of state representatives
Stephen Harding and Craig
Miner (then members of the legislature’s En-
vironment Committee), who co-sponsored a
bill changing the procedures for tree removal
by DEEP, as well as a tree replacement proj-
ect at Housatonic Meadows. This was passed
(amended to another bill) on the final night
of legislative activity in September.

The fight to save Sharon Hospital (which
opened in 1909) continues, with a public
hearing before the state Office of Health
Strategy held in December. OHS will deter-
mine whether the hospital’s parent compa-
ny can downsize or discontinue services
(including maternity). So, stay tuned, stay
safe, and hang on. We're taking another
turn and I can’t see what’s ahead.

—Gregory Galloway

Brad Hedden Signs Off

Talking to Brad Hedden about his 28 years as
Cornwall’s animal control officer, you recog-
nize a calm love in his voice and warm-heart-
ed attitude toward all creatures large and
small. With a tone as far away as can be from
the cartoon stereotype of the mean old dog

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) what he will miss most, Brad’s simple an- Welcome

swer is: “I'll miss picking up dogs and giv-
catcher running after a beloved pet with a  ing them a ride home.” —Mare Rubin Alexanl(li.er Jgseﬁh. Edg;r i
determined scowl and large net, Brad reflect- to Mary Brunelli and Christopher Edgar
ed on the animal encounters he’s had over The Animal Goodbye to Friends
the years. with the Irritating Back Michael Pertschuk

“You never know what you're going to
get,” he giggled. It could be a raccoon in a
barn, a bear loitering at the end of a drive-
way just as the kids are getting off the bus,
skunks, bats, or even a wandering pig.
Once there was a call from a hiker on the
Mohawk Blue Trail insisting that she saw a
monkey. Her vision remains a mystery, as
an investigation only turned up a porcu-
pine. Another unusual sighting, this one for
real, was a guinea pig on Flat Rocks Road.
Luckily for the abandoned house pet, Brad
knew Jen Markow had guinea pigs and she
agreed to adopt it. As for the wandering pig
moseying right past the West Cornwall
Post Office, he was a Vietnamese potbelly
named Kevin Bacon who belonged to a
renter on River Road. When Brad found
him, he was uncertain at first how to corral
him back home. He recalled with a chuckle,
“Turns out if you scratch a pig behind the
left ear, they’ll follow you.”

o I WAS ABOUT TO FALL ASLEEP »

*BUT FIRSTI FELL INTO A LAKCE -

Unusual pick-ups aside, the job has
been mostly about the dogs. Lost dogs who
need help, stray dogs who need shelter,
and dog owners who are thrilled to be re-
united with their companions.

Perhaps Brad’s favorite story is about a
dog he aptly named Forrest, as in Forrest
Gump, because he just kept running. He'd
been spotted around town for about a month
when Brad saw him and made his approach,
trying to catch the rope around his neck. The
dog proceeded to bite Brad and take off. It
was the only time Brad endured a dog bite
and he took full responsibility. “I knew I was
wrong when I tried to grab that rope,” he
said, keeping the faith that Forrest had a
good disposition. About a week later, Brad
got word that the dog was found in New
Fairfield. Animal Control there discovered
he was originally abandoned in Massachu-
setts. The Little Guild took him in after
Brad’s instinct was confirmed —he was in-
deed a good dog who just needed some
love and attention. Forrest eventually
found a new home.

After 28 years, Brad has decided to pass
the leash to Lee Sohl, the animal control of-
ficer in Kent, Sharon, and Salisbury. A li-
censed wildlife rehabilitator and dog lover
(13 at home!), she has a wealth of experi-
ence and energy to bring to Cornwall.

Lee’s enthusiasm will undoubtedly pro-
vide the support and attention Cornwall
needs. It's no simple job, and when asked

In the afternoons I take my dog Katie into a
big hayfield, where she careens across the
open space and I walk along the edge. One
day she rounded a corner before me, and
when I came around it, I saw a big messy
brown oval in the long grass. Katie was bark-
ing wildly, jumping and pouncing. Whatev-
er it was, I didn’t want Katie attacking it, so I
used my sophisticated dog-training tech-
nique and shouted my head off. When Katie
drew back, whatever it was moved like a
brown rug off into the bushes. When I
reached her, Katie looked at me sorrowfully.
Her muzzle was full of quills.

The North American porcupine is, after
the beaver, our largest rodent. It has a dark
brown pelt frosted with white. It has a blunt
nose and wide eyes, short legs, and a flexible
tail. The common name comes either from
the French or Italian for “Quill-pig.” The sci-
entific name is Erethizon dorsatum, which
means “animal with the irritating back.” It is
a rather wonderful animal, slow, peaceable,
and vegetarian. It can reach 30

Ralph Ingersoll Scoville 111

Land Transfers

Panta Properties, LLC to Fervent Banterer, LLC,
1.282 acres of land with all improvements
thereon at 25 Kent Road, for $615,000.

JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA to State of Connecti-
cut, five parcels of land on Great Hollow Road,
Flat Rocks Road, and Cook Road, for $750,000.

Pike’s Place, LLC to Elizabeth L. Macaire, land
with buildings and improvements thereon at
4 Railroad Street, for $415,000.

John P. and Diana L. Camp to Robert Ghitelman
and Sandra S. Adelsberg, Trustees, land with all
buildings and improvements thereon at
106 Pritchard Road, for $910,000.

Russell Barton and Susan Stone to Mattes

Adams, LLC, land with all buildings and

improvements thereon at 61 Castle Road,
for $3,700,000.

*WHOSE ALGA.E »

very same animal in the very
same place. This time my so-

inches in length, 40 pounds in
weight, and 30 years of age (one
individual named Cooper lived
to be 32). Porcupines eat grass,
buds, leaves, berries, and bark
(and adorably, on YouTube,
pumpkins and corn on the cob).
They are said to make good
pets if you are careful about the
pointy bits. Porcupines spend 4
much of their time in trees, and

phisticated dog-training tech-
nique worked. Or else Katie
had learned the Lesson of the
Quill. In any case the “Ani-
mal with the Irritating Back”
waddled safely back into the
bushes.  —Roxana Robinson

Moon over Mohawk
Mountain

falling out of these is one cause
of porcupine mortality. They
don’t hibernate, but den in hollow logs, un-
der rocks, and in snowbanks. They waddle
slowly and can’t jump or run, though they’re
good at climbing and swimming,.

To defend himself, the porcupine uses
chattering teeth, a noxious odor, rustling
quills, and of course the quills themselves.
The porcupine can’t throw these, but loosens
them with alarm, and they detach easily. If a
dog (Katie) bites him, she will get a mouth-
ful. The quills are white with black tips, and
can be two or three inches long. They are
fiendishly sharp and shaped like a nee-
dle-narrow fir cone, with backward facing
scales. These lie flat going in, but resist going
out. Once the quill is lodged, any movement
will cause it to shift inward because of the
scales. The longer the quill stays in, the great-
er the pain and the chances of infection.

This is the third time a dog of mine has
been quilled, and I no longer make the trek to
the vet’s. Out there in the hayfield I crouched
down and told Katie not to move. I tugged
out all the quills I could get with my fin-
gers. Back at home in the kitchen, I got out
the pliers and took out the rest.

The very next afternoon we came across the

* TICHLED MY FEET o

Juggling the important parts
of life is challenging. But you're playing in a
different league when life is filled with
commitments to the community. Take Cara
Weigold this fall. November 7 was her 25th
wedding anniversary, but all she could
think of was not oversleeping the next
morning. Why? Because she was needed at
town hall early, ready for Election Day. All
she had for dinner with her husband, Rich-
ard, was a reheated shepherd’s pie.

It was still dark when she drove to the vil-
lage center the next morning. But there she
was treated to a memorable sight, the moon
engulfed in earth’s shadow. It was the perfect
time to witness the quiet spectacle of a total
lunar eclipse, which only happens every few
years. And so began her final Election Day as
the Republican registrar of voters in Corn-
wall. It would be a long one.

Cara had taken up the position in 2016 to
be part of a multi-faceted election process,
sharing duties with her co-equal Democratic
registrar Jayne Ridgway, a seasoned partner
who was first elected in 1994. While Cara’s
term officially ends on January 3, 2023, she
will stay busy in many Cornwall civic mat-
ters. Cara is much in demand as a graphic
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and web designer, affiliated with the Chroni-
cle, the town’s website, and much more.

On Election Day, Republicans picked
Brittany Mosimann from Cornwall Bridge as
her successor, with 240 uncontested votes,
while the Democrats selected Jayne Ridge-
way, with 636 uncontested votes.

To be a registrar is quite an assignment,
even in a small town. The responsibilities in-
clude: registering new voters, maintaining
files, preparing budgets, and training elec-
tion officials. “It's paid, but it's not a lot,”
Cara points out. She also helped organize
primaries and referendums on town and
Region 1 school board budgets; all within
the minutiae of an exacting legal frame-
work, and at the risk of being disparaged
by unsupported claims of rigged or stolen
elections, as in other parts of the country.

Cornwall’s registrars, the town clerk, and
all the poll workers had a long shift on No-
vember 8, but were able to wrap things up
two hours before midnight, when every bal-
lot had been counted and locked away. Cara
always has liked the numbers’ aspect of a
registrar’s assignment. “It's exciting, espe-
cially when you have a close and interesting
race,” she says, which on the last big day of
her term wasn’t the case. So, time to move on.

There was no “red wave” either, as the
“blood moon” color might have suggested to
superstitious folks. Even dedicated Republi-
cans like Cara would easily admit: Cornwall
tends to produce clear majorities for “blue”
Democratic candidates, led this time by state
Rep. Maria Horn, who scored the highest in-
dividual vote total (666). Horn clearly won't
be eclipsed soon, as she produced even big-
ger news a month later, when she was ap-
pointed House Chair of the Finance, Reve-
nue, and Bonding Committee. A rising star.

—Juergen Kalwa

Downhill Skiing and Riding: Recent in-
vestments in snowmaking at Mohawk Ski
Area guarantee reasonably good conditions
in almost every type of weather. From chil-
dren’s programs to senior discounts, there’s
something for everyone.

Ice Fishing: Mohawk Pond in Cornwall,
Twin Lakes in Salisbury, and Lake Wonon-
scopomuc in Lakeville all attract fishermen
once the ice is safe for access. Information,
regulations, and tips can be found on the
State of Connecticut website.

Paddle Tennis: Competition for use of
Lakeville’s two town paddle courts can be a
bit fierce, but they are available for use by all.
Register and reserve courts at salisburyct.us/
paddle-tennis.

Skating: Recreational skating is not be-
ing offered this year at Hotchkiss School as
in years past, but other opportunities exist.
In Salisbury, an outdoor rink is located at
Trotta Field off Salmon Kill Road next to
the daycare center. Hours are 8 a.m. till
dusk. Litchfield has an outdoor rink located
behind the town hall at 74 West Street. The
town of Goshen offers a rink near the Cen-
ter School on North Street. Skating is also
permitted at Mohawk Pond in the state for-
est, but it’s up to you to determine whether
the ice is safe.

Sledding: This one is straightforward.
Find a hill, grab your sled or other sliding
device, and let ‘er rip. Repeat until exhaust-
ed. Locations abound throughout Corn-
wall. For something a bit more organized,
check out the snow tubing program at Mo-
hawk Ski Area.

Walking and Hiking: A good walk in
the woods can be had even in the snow. The
trick is to preserve your footing on icy sec-
tions of the trail. Consider using crampons,
which are basically tire chains

Let it Snow .
The new year brings an old 0 “p
question: What does the rest of | Q 0
winter hold for us? If we are to |9
believe the Farmer’s Almanac, in | o Y
mid-January we may expect |9
“bouts of heavy rain and snow >
across the Eastern two-thirds of 3/
the country, followed by what | @
might be one of the coldest out- S0P
breaks of arctic air we have seen

for your boots. They are easy
to attach and come in a variety
of spike lengths. A basic ver-
o sion called Yak Tracks is avail-
able through 3 Guys Ski and

0 po Ride in West Cornwall. They
< | also offer a variety of snow-
)
S shoes for deeper snow.
< —Dan Hubbard
T
SoiERe” Joy Remembered

A year ago, the Chronicle was

in years.” Wow. Stay tuned!

Whatever comes our way, why not get
outside and enjoy it? Here’s an overview of
local recreation activities.

Cross-Country Skiing: Thanks to an
abundance of public lands, it’s easy to find a
spot to ski if the snowpack is good. Try the
Appalachian Trail at the end of River Road
on the Sharon side of Cornwall Bridge, or
one of the flatter sections of the Mohawk
Trail. The Cornwall Conservation Trust
lands at the Cooley Preserve and Hart Pre-
serve are options, as are Wickwire and Gold
roads on the back side of Cream Hill. Of
course, most of these trails will be un-
groomed, so use caution.

faced with something that
rarely happens; having to pull a story at the
last moment. The decision was

spring. We decided to honor her memory in
this issue by publishing illustrations she
had created exclusively for the Chronicle.
This gave us an opportunity to dust off the
video. There she talks about the botany on
Popple Swamp Road and how it had
opened her eyes to an old-fashioned craft;
something that connected her, an ever-curi-
ous and enterprising newcomer, with some
of Cornwall’s colorful past.

As a special touch, our short documen-
tary brings one of her songs to life. “Le Tail-
leur” (“The Tailor”), written and recorded
in her native French, is a great example of
the many ways Joy channeled an enormous
range of creativity. Thankfully, she left us
with an English translation, now part of the
video as well. (bit.ly/joy-setton)

—Juergen Kalwa

Town Taxes Are Due

The second half payment of taxes on the
Grand List of October 1, 2021, is due Janu-
ary 1, 2023. Supplemental motor vehicle
taxes are also due at this time. Payments
must be postmarked by February 1, 2023, to
avoid interest. Any tax bills not paid by
February 1, 2023, will be considered delin-
quent, and interest will be charged at the
rate of one and one-half percent per month
and fraction thereof (including January).
This means that even if you pay on Febru-
ary 2, you will be charged for two months
interest. No additional bills will be mailed
for second installments. Please use the bill
you received in July.

The town offices are open to the public.
There is also a drop box for the tax collector
to the right of the entrance. Questions can be
answered by calling the tax office at 672-2705
on Mondays from 1 to 4 p.m. or Wednesdays,
from 9 A.M. tonoon and 1 to 4 p.m., or email at
taxcollector@cornwallct.gov.

Taxes can be paid by mail, addressed to:
Cornwall Tax Collector, P.O. Box 97, Corn-
wall CT 06753. Credit card or e-check pay-
ments can be made at cornwallct.org. There
is a charge for this service.

— Jean D. Bouteiller, CCMC, Tax Collector

Cornwall Briefs

made because one of the pro-
tagonists, 41-year-old multi-
talented clothing designer Joy
Setton, had unexpectedly died.
With it, a video featuring her
making fabric dye from black
walnut trees and other natural
ingredients, was also shelved. \

Joy, who had planned to
renovate the old fly-fishing
store in Cornwall Bridge, was
remembered at a memorial by
family and friends this past
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*A winter storm parking ban
is in effect through March 30.
Don't park on the side of any
town road to avoid interfering
with snowplows; plowing may
occur at any time, even in clear
weather.

*539 acres adjacent to the Cas-
tle were recently sold to the
state of Connecticut, bolstering

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

its status as the largest landowner in Corn-
wall. The parcel stretches from Cook to
Great Hollow to Flat Rocks roads.

* Cornwall winter lights. Imagine the cen-
ters of our town during the dark winter
months lit with strings of bright lights. The
Cornwall Association is leading a project to
do this and needs help designing and im-

plementing it. To volunteer, contact Mo

CornwallAssociationInc@gmail.com.
*Cornwall Bridge foodies will have

to wait a bit longer to enjoy the good-
ies at the market being renovated by
new owner, Will Schenk. Look for
opening in late winter.

*Report card on BOS goals for 2022:
Cornwall’s Board of Selectmen creat- f;
ed a list of goals for 2022, here’s how 4
members did: They adopted and im-
plemented a housing plan, appointing
Jessica Brackman housing coordinator
for the town, and the Housing Corporation
is beginning a fund drive for land acquisi-
tions; The West Cornwall wastewater plan
was voted in and planning for implementa-
tion is underway with Todd Piker at the
helm; There was an intention to update the
transfer station to increase recycling and
composting and reduce waste shipped
away. While planning is still underway,

sources were allocated for the food and fuel
fund and increased psychological support
services. Grades: Overall A for focus on
goals, B+ for implementation. —Bob Meyers

Events & Announcements

At the Cornwall Library

Sketchbook Workshop with Col-
lette Hurst: January 7, 14, and 21
>\ from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Assemble a
sketchbook to practice drawing
skills  and create a daily visual journal of
people, places, and objects using graphite
pencil, pen and ink, and watercolor pencils.
Students of all levels welcome. Supply list
provided prior to class. $75 for all three class-
es. Register at cornwalllibrary.org.

What is electricity? Find out January 7
at 4 p.m. Steve and Brian Saccardi will
discuss all aspects of electricity in a fami-
ly-friendly presentation, including a
demonstration of making electricity with
an orange! Free, registration required at
cornwalllibrary.org.

Screening of The Prisoner of Zenda on Sun-
day, January 8, at 2 p.M. The 1937 Oscar-nom-
inated version stars Ronald Coleman and
features David Niven and Douglas Fair-
banks Jr. This Joy Boyum and John Miller

memorial movie matinee is sponsored by
the Cornwall Association. Free admis-

this is still in the works; Insulation was

sion, treats, and beverages.

installed in the town office to create en- fyry

1T Art Show: “INHUMAN TIME,”

ergy efficiencies, town hall is next in

line for upgrades; Casey Cook was ap-

pointed liaison with Optimum to im-
prove internet service. While work has
begun, actual improvements are still

on the horizon; $200K of ARPA funds

are left to be disbursed with the food ﬂ
pantry, Little Guild, and Housing Cor-
poration likely beneficiaries; There

was continued focus on implementa- H
tion of the 2020 Plan of Conservation
and Development; The BOS offered
plentiful support for volunteer organi-
zations in town with ARPA funds; The

T} photographs by Sarah Prud’homme.
Opening reception January 21 from 5 to
7 p.M. (registration requested). The ex-

hibit runs from January 21 to March 4.
Need computer help? Brendan
Opgaard is offering a free session on
malware and scams on January 22 at
noon. Registration is required at
Happy Birthday Robbie Burns!
Come celebrate the 264th birthday of
the beloved Scottish poet and lyricist

I1f] Robert Burns with Friends of the Li-

il

7l brary, Friday, January 27, from 7:30 to

BOS is working to attract new resi-

=

dents and businesses with events like
the upcoming January 26 business de-

velopment networking meeting at the
library; There was active support of a
full-service Sharon Hospital, And re-

Holiday Leftovers?

Not the edible kind, but any green crinkly
remaining from December’s charitable giv-
ing feast. Please forward some to P.O. Box 6
in West Cornwall (or use the envelope that
came with last month’s issue). Thanks.

8:30 p.m. If you have a favorite poem
or ballad, come prepared to recite or
sing it. There will be homemade hag-
gis, shortbread, and a wee dram of
Burns’ preferred beverage. And, with
any luck, pipes! Reservations and advance
payment of $10 per person (21 or older) at

cornwalllibrary.org.

Park and Recreation Commission
Senior monthly luncheon on Tuesday,
January 10, at the UCC Parish House, noon.

RSVP by January 6 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.

Kids” movie night on Sunday, January
22, from 5 to 7:30 r.m. at town hall. Join for
pizza, popcorn, and drinks, wear your jam-
mies, and bring your pillow. Snow date,
January 29.

Senior monthly breakfast on Tuesday,
January 24, 9 a.Mm. at the Parish House.
RSVP by January 20 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.

2D Wool Needle Felting Program with
Jen Hurlburt Markow on Tuesday, January
24,10:30 a.M at the Parish House. $10 each
for supplies, limit 15 people. RSVP to park.

recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-
480-0600 by January 16.

Cornwall’s Economic Development Com-
mission is sponsoring a networking event
for local businesses on January 26 at 6 p.M.
at the library.

Art in Cornwall

At the Parish House, a group show of the
work of Robert Adzema, Sandy Dolinsky,
and Sybil Perry, titled “Celebrating Light,”
from January 29 through March 11. All are
invited to the opening reception on Sun-
day, January 29, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Gallery hours are Monday to Thursday
from 9 A.m. to noon, Sunday from 10 a.m. to
noon, and by appointment. For informa-
tion, call the church office at 672-6840.

Special POCD 2020 Update Meeting,
Monday, January 30, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.
Planning and Zoning will host an open
discussion on progress toward Corn-
wall’s 2020 Plan of Conservation and
Development. Zoom link and detailed
agenda will be posted on the town web-

site, CornwallCT.org.
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