
VOLUME 33 : NUMBER 12 JANUARY 2024

SUNDAY MONDAY      TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYWEDNESDAY

*Check with Zoning Office—672-4957 For additions and updates, visit cornwallchronicle.org

JANUARY 2024



6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

CORNWALL CHRONICLE

(continued on page 2)



 Event Online

 Event In Person

30

5

This Month:  
Mondays:  Hatha Yoga, 5:30–6:45 pm The Union; Wednesdays:   Hatha 
Yoga, 8:30–9:45 pm The Union;  Beginner’s Tai Chi, 5–6 pm Town Hall;  Yoga 
for Healthy Bones, 5–6:15 pm The Union; Thursdays:  Storytime, 10:30 am–
Noon Library;  All Levels Vinyasa Yoga, 5:30–6:45 pm The Union; Saturdays: 
 All Levels Vinyasa Yoga, 9:30–10:35 am The Union;  Ice Skating, 7–8 pm 
Hotchkiss School; Sundays:  Hatha Yoga, 5:30–6:45 pm The Union;
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 Deadline:
February Chronicle Copy

new year’s day

ml king jr. day

Closure: A Year in Review
It’s time for our annual recap, so let’s take a 
quick look back, at 1954. The Covered Bridge 
Shopping Area in West Cornwall opened in 
March with a hardware store, and by May a 
flower shop, furniture store, insurance 
agency, laundromat, and moccasin and 
leather shop were in business. The grand 
opening on May 30 included a band, flag 
raising, invocation, and address by Nor-
man Cousins (editor of the Saturday Review 
of Literature). Not all residents were pleased; 
some pledged to never set foot in West 
Cornwall ever again. I think it’s safe to 
come back now.
	 Despite frequent announcements of 
new businesses (cf. The Chronicle), the past 
year saw more closings than openings, with 
frank.food and Cornwall Bridge Gardens 
as significant departures. Blue Gate Bakery 
and Ivy’s Antiques are still operating in 
Cornwall Bridge, and a new restaurant is 
being planned in West Cornwall. The most 
anticipated, and heated, announcement of 
the year, however, was the proposed cidery 
on the Ridgways’ property on Town Street. 
Packed P&Z meetings in September and 
November saw arguments for and against 
the development (dubbed by some as 
“NIMBY v. Quimby,” a reference to the 
mayor on The Simpsons, who first appeared 

in 1990, just a year before Gordon Ridgway 
was elected to his first term.)
	 While we wait for the cider saga to play 
out, we’re also waiting on a decision re-
garding the recreational use of cannabis. 
The state legalized it in 2021, and began is-
suing licenses the following year, but Corn-
wall has put a moratorium on permits and 
zoning, which means that the predominant 
smoke in town has been from the Canadian 
wildfires.
	 Another decision hanging in the air is 
the fate of Sharon Hospital’s maternity ser-
vices. While ordered by the state to keep it 
open, the non-profit hospital has appealed 
the decision. A final ruling is expected be-
fore February 8, 2024. The Connecticut Of-
fice of Health Strategy did approve the hos-
pital’s request to eliminate its intensive care 
unit (with several conditions, including 

maintaining current staffing and reporting 
to the OHS every six months for the next 
three years).
	 The West Cornwall wastewater project 
had to overcome additional obstacles when 
the Environmental Protection Agency raised 
concerns in August about a high-hazard 
flood zone on part of the proposed site 
along Mill Brook. While the facility itself 
was not in the flood zone, some of the un-
derground pipes would be. The heavy 
summer rains put the town to the test, with 
some lasting effects. After receiving ap-
proval in November, repairs to a damaged 
retaining wall on River Road (part of the 
Mill Brook flood zone) are expected to start 
this month. Repairs will require limiting 
access to River Road for approximately 
two weeks.
	 A tax auction in October saw the sale of 
two long-closed, contaminated sites (one on 
Kent Road South and another on River Road 
South) that not only generated more than 
$120,000 for the town, but the Kent Road 
South property could open up much-need-
ed affordable housing (although there are 
many obstacles to overcome).
	 While we may not match the promising 
flurry of activity of 1954, there is much on 
hand for the new year. As Norman Cousins 
once proposed, “optimism doesn’t wait on 

 New Year’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast

9 am–1 pm 
UCC Parish House 

 Inland Wetlands/Water 
Courses Meeting

7 pm Zoom  
            Board of Selectmen
          7:30 pm Zoom/Library

 Beginner Bridge Classes 
3–5 pm  Library

 Pickle Ball for Adults 18+ 
6–8 pm CCS

 Victorian Embroidery 
Quilt Collage Block

10–11:30 am Library 

 Create a Nature 
Sketchbook 

10 am–11:30 am  
Library

 Robert Adzema 
Art Opening
 5 pm Library

 Country Dance
7–9 pm Town Hall

 Region One 
Referendum 6 am–8 pm

 Integral Qigong/
Tai Chi Easy 

10–11 am The Union
 Park & Recreation 

6:30 pm Zoom/Library 
 Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission

7:30 pm Town Hall

 Community/Senior Lunch 
Noon UCC Parish House
 West Cornwall Septic 
Committee 5 pm Zoom  
 Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting 

7 pm Zoom

 Beginner Bridge Classes 
3–5 pm Library

 Pickleball 6–8 pm CCS
  Cornwall Republican 

Town Committee 
7 pm Library

 Create a Nature 
Sketchbook 

10–11:30 am   Library
 Rita Delgado Storytime 
10:30 am–Noon Library

  Mikhail Zygar 
Author Talk

4–5 pm Library

 Cornwall Democratic 
Town Committee Meeting 

4 pm Library
          Board of Selectmen
        7:30 pm Zoom/Library

 Community 
Social Hour 

3–4 pm Town Hall 
 Board of Education 

4:15 pm  CCS 
   The Dreamcatcher 
Series: Creative and 

Nonlinear 
Goal Development 
6:30–8 pm  Library

 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission 
9 am Library

Pickleball 6–8 pm CCS
 Board of Finance

7 pm Zoom

 Victorian Embroidery
Quilt Collage Block

10–11:30 am Library 

  Create a Nature 
Sketchbook 

10–11:30 am Library
 WHAAM! BLAM! Roy 

Lichtenstein and 
the Art of Appropriation 

Film
4–6 pm Library

 Navigating the 
CornwallCT.org Website 

10–11 am Library 
 “The Art of the 

Stitch and Needle” 
Opening Reception

11:30 am–1:30 pm UCC 
Parish House

 Integral Qigong/
Tai Chi Easy 

10–11 am The Union
 ZBA* 7 pm Zoom

 Community/Senior 
Breakfast 

9 am Parish House
 Annual Town Planning 

Meeting 7 pm Zoom 
 Economic Development 

Commission Meeting
7:30 pm Zoom

 The Dreamcatcher 
Series: Creative and 

Nonlinear 
Goal Development 
6:30–8 pm  Library

 Pickleball 
6–8 pm CCS

 Robbie Burns 
Birthday Celebration
6:30–8 pm Library

 Breakfast for a Cause 
8:30–11:30 am

UCC Parish House
 Dani Shapiro and A.M. 

Homes Author Talk 
4–5 pm Library

 Integral Qigong/
Tai Chi Easy 

10–11 am The Union

   The Dreamcatcher 
Series: Creative and 

Nonlinear 
Goal Development 
6:30–8 pm Library

 Victorian Embroidery 
Quilt Collage Block

10–11:30 am Library 
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(continued from page 1) Goodbye to Friends 
Jerome Doolittle

John Dutton

Hannah Kip Edgerly

Land Transfers 
Estate of Estella Senseney Rolo to Seamus S. 

Brown, land with buildings and improvements 
thereon at 242 River Road, for $498,000.

Tyler and Kerry A. O’Hazo to Gary S. and 
Jennifer A. McBride, 6.01 acres of land, 

residence, outbuildings, and other improve-
ments at 63 Cemetery Hill Road, for $1,100,000.

facts. It deals with prospects.” Someone 
strike up the band.          —Gregory Galloway

Trial and Tribulation
In one way it has been a trial like so many 
others. With a judge and a jury. With 
charges and witnesses. With video and a 
paper trail.
	 But it has also been different. Not that 
many indictments feature a backhoe as the 
tool of a crime. And rarely do defendants in 
court expect to fight off potential prison 
sentences without a lawyer at their side. 
What the Latin-infused legal jargon calls 
pro se, (“for oneself” or “on one’s own be-
half”) clearly comes with risks.
	 Which is something the owner of a 13-
acre property below Dudleytown Hill 
found out in this real-life courtroom dra-
ma in Torrington on the Monday before 
Thanksgiving. Only hours after he had 
pleaded innocent in his closing argu-
ment, the jury returned with a verdict. 
Yes, he was found not guilty on Count 
Two, which had alleged criminal mis-
chief, but guilty on Count One, reckless 
endangerment. 
	 When he would have one last chance 
to retain legal counsel before he was sen-
tenced, he finally did so, which will de-
lay the final outcome until January.
	 If you’d like to know how Anthony 
Macchiaroli got into this quandary, 
you need to go back at least to early 
2021 when he bought the land with 
a three-bedroom fixer-upper and 
the official address 85 Cook Road 
for the bargain price of $80,000 
from JP Morgan Chase. The bank 
had ended up with lots of 
Cornwall real estate when its 
once-rich client Alphonse Fletcher 
went bankrupt and stopped paying the 
mortgage on properties such as the famous 
Castle and this off-the-grid parcel next to 
Dark Entry Forest.
	 There are still open legal questions to be 
sorted out in lawsuits about the right of 
way that Macchiaroli has brought against 
his neighbors on Cook Road and two gov-
ernment branches of the state of Connecti-
cut. For those he hired lawyers from the 
get-go to do the talking and file motions.
	 The criminal trial developed out of an 
incident in November 2021, when the acri-
mony reached another level. That day Mac-
chiaroli was accused of swinging his back-
hoe at Dark Entry Forest Natural Resources 
Manager Allen Herkimer (“hit me like an 
elephant”). Video of the confrontation in-
troduced in discovery was inconclusive. 
The defendant denied it had happened and 
told the jury during his closing argument, 
“If the bucket makes contact with Mr. Her-
kimer, he would have been seriously in-
jured.” Still, the jury found he was reckless 
in risking injury to Herkimer, who claimed 
he had fallen to the ground.

	 Police were called and arrested Mac-
chiaroli, which led to a criminal indict-
ment. According to the Waterbury Republi-
can-American, he could have pleaded guilty 
to avoid a trial and its potential conse-
quences and receive “accelerated rehabili-
tation,” a form of probation that would 
have erased the charges from the books. 
Now he faces up to six months in prison.
	 On top of all that, the backhoe incident 
led authorities to prohibit him from access-
ing his land until a judge rules whether the 
bank sold Macchiaroli a parcel in the 
woods that is actually completely land-
locked. And which can maybe only be 
reached by helicopter.         —Jürgen Kalwa 

Markow Brings 
Fresh Voice to BOS

Editors’ Note: This is the first of two arti-
cles on the new members of the Board of 
Selectmen.
	 If anyone knows Cornwall, it’s Jen 
Hurlburt Markow, one of our new-
ly elected selectmen. Markow hails 

from a family with roots dating back 
almost to the inception of the town. She 

is distantly related to Major Gen. John 
Sedgwick, the Civil War hero whose 

monument graces Cornwall Hollow.
      One of three graduates of CCS in 1989, 
she went on to Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School and earned a degree in horti-
culture at SUNY Cobleskill. She still has 
her finger on the pulse of CCS, as her sons 
Spencer and Simon are both graduates, 
and her husband, Joe, teaches science 
there. Markow and her family share an 
interest in agriculture. Recently, Spencer 
won a tractor safety competition at the 
Big E, and Simon, a sophomore at Housy, 

placed both individually and with his 
Agricultural Communications Team 

at the Future Farmers of America nation-
al convention.
	 Many know Markow as the director of 
Park & Rec. She is passionate about her 
work there and would not have run for the 
Board of Selectmen if it meant giving up 
that job. Under her leadership, Park & Rec 
has expanded its offerings for recreation 
and social engagement, like 
hosting monthly communi-
ty luncheons, breakfasts, 
and social hours. As con-
versation flows at these 
events, Markow hears the 
concerns and wishes of the 
community, especially the 
older demographic.
	 Markow had floated the 
idea of running for office for a 
while and she had a lot of sup-
port from her friends. She ran as 
an unaffiliated candidate and 
did not feel she had to identify 
as a Republican or Democrat. 
	 The Board of Selectmen meet 
twice a month. Together First 
Selectman Gordon Ridg

way, Selectman Rocco Botto, and Mar-
kow meet to discuss goals for their two-
year term. Their list is still a work in 
progress, and it includes goals from prior 
boards, like affordable housing. New 
ideas include an expansion of bus service 
and development of a community center.
	 When Markow is not working, she en-
joys outdoor activities with her boys, craft-
ing, sewing, and needle felting. She wel-
comes hearing your concerns and thoughts 
—you can call, write, or stop to talk to her 
when you see her around town.

—Pam Longwell

The Trails in Winter
January can be a great time to explore area 
trails that offer open forest views with the 
leaves off, and no bugs or ticks. Here are 
some suggestions for a few different cate-
gories:
	 The higher terrains: the Ballyhack Pre-
serve Loop offers parking on the northside of 
Route 125 near the entrance to Dibble Hill 
Road. Carefully cross Route 125 to the en-
trance. This hike is gently rolling and takes 
you through tall pines and offers an excit-
ing view of what some call the Grand Can-
yon of Cornwall. This is suitable for fami-
lies and canine friends and takes 20 minutes 
to complete.
	 The Welles Preserve Loop has parking 
along Town Street near the marked drive-
way entrance about a half mile up from 
Route 128. Begin by walking along the 
driveway into the woods and following the 
yellow blazes that will lead you around a 
swamp. Continue up to an oak forest ridge 

populated by glacial erratics, large 
chunks of rock deposited by “recently” 
receded glaciers. Your trek up the slope 
will be rewarded by a view over the 
center of Cornwall. Suitable only for 
able walkers and their dogs. Budget 
about 45 minutes for the loop, not 
counting taking pictures!
	 Mostly flat and easy going: For 
access to the Coltsfoot Valley Loop, park 
at the tennis courts and walk down 
Pine to Jewell Street and start at the 

bench in front of you. Thanks to Jon 
and Constance Olds, as well as the Colts-

foot Valley Association, this trail is open to 
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families and dogs. Plan to spend at least a 
half hour on this mostly dry and flat loop.
	 The Trinity Retreat Center River Trail is a 
gem at the end of River Road South with a 
small parking area at the trailhead. Walk 
south from the kiosk right along the Housa-
tonic River. This is a wide and gently roll-
ing trail suitable for family groups, baby 
strollers, dogs, and an occasional pair of 
friendly llamas. It should take just over an 
hour to traverse to the far end and back.
	 A very accessible portion of the 
Appalachian Trail can be hiked just 
across Cornwall Bridge. There is park-
ing at the end of River Road in Sha-
ron. The trail generally hugs the 
shore of the Housatonic River 
and makes a few detours 
through large open fields 
with stunning mountain 
views. At six miles, this is 
the longest riverside segment of 
the AT, hike as many as you like and return.
	 Well-suited for skiing or snowshoe-
ing: The entrance to Mohawk State Forest is 
right off Route 4 driving towards Goshen. 
Turn onto Toomey (or Toumey) Road and 
continue for around a mile, turn left at the 
stop sign, and find parking at the old CCC 
garage and buildings. With sufficient snow 
cover, the trails past the iron gate at the 
southwest corner of the lot offer moderate-
ly challenging skiing and easy snowshoe-
ing along wood roads. You can also contin-
ue to the top of the road and enjoy 
breathtaking views from there.
	 The Cooley Preserve has parking at the 
end of Cherry Hill Road; just be careful not 
to block Maggie’s driveway! Here you can 
make your own tracks with great views 
south of the Housatonic River Valley.
	 For access to Gold’s Farm, park at the red 
barns off Cream Hill Road. The ski tracks 
here are usually well maintained by a keen 
group of cross-county enthusiasts.
	 The Foote-Pope Preserve offers an easy 
skiing and snowshoeing loop of about a 
half mile. Park near the sign on Pierce Lane 
off Route 4 across from Foote Field.
	 If you do hike any of the trails described 
with snow cover, remember to walk and 
snowshoe outside, and not on, any ski tracks. 
And don’t let your dogs on ski tracks.
	 You can help with trail clearing and 
maintenance by contacting Connecticut 
Forest and Park for blue-blazed trails and 
the Cornwall Conservation Trust for trails 
on its preserves.		         —Bart Jones

Wheels for the People
Suppose you don’t or can’t drive. It is a 
dark and stormy night. And you want to get 
to the meeting, the social occasion, the out-of-
state doctor’s appointment, a sports event, or 
the bridge lesson at the library. You can’t use 
the Cornwall-Goshen bus because it doesn’t 
travel at night or on weekends, doesn’t take a 
bunch of young people, can’t cross state 
lines, and even if it gets you where you need 
to go, it can’t drive you back.

	 Jen Markow and Michelle Shipp are 
worried about this problem. They wonder 
if having a bus, just for Cornwall, with local 
drivers, might solve it. “It would serve a 
multitude of purposes,” said Jen.

	 At a recent community breakfast, about 
30 people dined on French toast, sausag-
es, and fruit salad. It was a most conge-

nial gathering. But some could not 
come because they could not find 
rides. “Yes,” said one, referring to an 
absent friend, “I had planned to 
pick him up, but he lives too far 
from me.” Another said, ”The bus 
is helpful, but you often travel 
much more than you need to get 
to your individual appointment.”
     At the moment, a town bus (or 
a 14-passenger van, as Jen envi-

sions it), is just an idea. One par-
ticipant at the breakfast who 

gives rides to others said, “Well, we 
all help one another, the way people in 
small towns are meant to do.” But not ev-
eryone has access to that helpful neighbor, 
and information about options is sparse.
	 An immediate question might be, “How 
much would a town van or bus cost?” One 
responder became hornet-mad at the 
thought of “INCREASED TAXES?!” (Ad-
mittedly, I had reached her before her 
morning coffee.) The current annual share 
for the Goshen-Cornwall bus paid out of 
the town budget is about $10,000. Much of 
the cost of these “Dial-A-Ride” initiatives 
are covered by federal and state grants. Jen 
feels that Cornwall could apply for those 
too, and other town organizations could 
join in to help fund such an endeavor.
	 Cornwall has for many years had a 
FISH (Friends in Service Here) 
on-demand ride program (once 
headed by Marie Prentice) that 
enlists volunteers to drive 
others in their private cars. 
And FISH is still technically 
in operation, though little 
used. Perhaps it could be 
re-invigorated.
	 In an effort to learn more 
about what people would 
like, Jen plans a broad ques-
tionnaire directed not only 
to breakfast participants, but the entire 
community to investigate the issue.
	 Watch out for the survey! And stay 
tuned.			          —Ella Clark

Cornwall Briefs
• Cornwall Transfer Station’s Swap Shop 
is back open for business. Donors are re-
quested to only contribute items in good 
repair. Check with Ted and Will before de-
positing items in the shed. 
• The Annual Town Meeting on Decem-
ber 8 was attended by 35 residents (13 more 
than last year). The Annual Report for 
2022–2023 was accepted, and a five-year 
capital plan was adopted. An Affordable 
Housing Commission with eight appointed 

members was approved. Modest building 
permit fee increases and a new $50 tent fee 
were approved. 
• Commission/board vacancies include: 
Board of Assessment Appeals, Conserva-
tion Commission, Cornwall Grange #32 
Trust Fund, Park & Recreation, and Zoning 
Board of Appeals. Contact the selectmen’s 
office if interested.
• A winter storm parking ban is in effect 
through March 30. Don’t park on the side 

of any town road to avoid interfering 
with snow plows; plowing may occur 

at any time, even in clear 
weather.
• River Road retaining 

wall repairs will temporarily 
close River Road in West Corn-

wall the second week of January 
for about ten days. Those needing 

access must go through Falls Village. 
Foot traffic will be possible for most of 

that period.
• Patrons of the Cornwall Library will 
soon have access to Hoopla, a web and mo-
bile library media streaming platform of 4.6 
million audio books, comics, e-books, mov-
ies, music, and TV as of January 1, 2024. In-
structions will be available from library 
staff, who will hold two informational ses-
sions during January, dates and times to be 
announced.
• A referendum will be held in Town Hall 
on January 8 from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. to vote on 
an appropriation of $5,640,000 for Regional 
School District Number 1 for capital im-
provements and renovations to Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School and authoriz-
ing the issue of bonds and notes in the same 
amount to finance the appropriation. Ab-
sentee ballots and a full text of the resolu-
tion are available in the town clerk’s office, 

P&Z ADDRESSES 
CORNWALL HOUSING SHORTAGE
	 In December, P&Z passed an amendment to 
our zoning regulations governing accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs) to help alleviate Corn-
wall’s housing shortage. This was a goal of the 
2020 Town Plan of Conservation and Develop-
ment. Our new regulations eliminate public 
hearings on ADUs within accessory buildings 
(e.g. garages, barns). A permit is still needed, 
but these are easier to obtain. With a special per-
mit you may now have more than one ADU on 
your property and they can be bigger than the 
current limit of 1,200 square feet, as long as 
they are smaller than the principal residence. It 
also allows conversions of homes of any age into 
multi-family housing with a special permit. 
P&Z intends these new regulations to encour-
age more diversity in housing and rental op-
tions in Cornwall.

—Anna Timell, Chair, P&Z Commission
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
	 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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Events & Announcements
At the Cornwall Library
	 Holiday hours: the library will be open 
on Sunday, New Year’s Eve, and closed 
Monday, New Year’s Day.
	 Embroidery classes on Fridays, January 
5, 12, and 19 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Learn em-
broidery stiches and motifs to create a Vic-
torian collage quilt block. Supply list pro-
vided on registration. $75 for all three 
classes. Register at Cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Create a nature sketchbook on Satur-
days, January 6, 13, and 20 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Learn basic drawing skills using ink 
and watercolor pencils to capture nature 
subjects. Supply list provided on registra-
tion. $75 for all three classes. Register at 
Cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Jump into a magical interactive reading 
time with Miss Rita every Thursday and 
Saturday January 13 from 10:30 
a.m. to Noon.
	 Author talk Saturday, Janu-
ary 13, at 4 p.m. Mikhail Zygar 
discusses his latest book, “War 
and Punishment: Putin, Zelen-
sky and the Path to Russia’s 
Invasion of Ukraine.” 
	 “Branch Out,” The Dream-
catcher Series for creative and 
nonlinear goal development 
Wednesdays January 17, 24, and 31 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Limited to seven partici-
pants, $10 fee per session. Registration re-
quired at branchoutcoach@gmail.com or 
860-335-4150.
	 Screening of WHAAM! BLAM! Roy 
Lichtenstein and the Art of Appropriation, fol-
lowed by a discussion with filmmakers 
Tory Estern Jadow, James Hussey, and 
David Barsalou. Saturday, January 20, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Registration required at 
Cornwalllibrary.org.	
	 Learn to navigate the Cornwall town 
website on Sunday, January 21, at 10 a.m.
	 Happy Birthday Robbie Burns! Come 
celebrate the 265th birthday of the beloved 
Scottish poet and lyricist Robert Burns with 
the Friends of the Library, Friday, January 

26, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Enjoy live music with 
our bagpiper and fiddler, poetry, songs, 
homemade haggis, shortbread, and a wee 
dram of Burns’ preferred beverage. Space 
is limited. Reservations and advance pay-
ment of $10 per person (21 or older) at 
cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Author talk Saturday, January 27, at 4 
p.m. Best-selling novelists and memoirists 
Dani Shapiro and A.M. Homes will discuss 
choosing subjects and genres. Moderated 
by Roxana Robinson. Live only, registra-
tion is required at cornwalllibrary.org.

New Year’s Day pancake breakfast at the 
UCC Parish House, from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Donations support the CCS eighth-grade 
field trip.

Beginner’s Tai Chi Wednesdays from 5 to 6 
p.m. at Town Hall. First class January 3. $15 
per class, $50 per month, first class free. For 
further info, call Dave Colbert at 672-6726. 

Park and Recreation
	 Pickleball every Thursday beginning 

January 4 at CCS from 6 to 8 p.m spon-
sored by Park & Rec. Must be 18 or 
older. Equipment provided.

	 Ice Skating at Hotchkiss 
every Saturday in January and 
February from 7 to 8 p.m. Bring 
your own skates, no unaccom-
panied children. More info on 
Park & Rec website.
	   Senior monthly lun-

cheon on Tuesday, January 9, at 
the UCC Parish House, noon. RSVP by 
January 5 to park.recreation@cornwallct.

gov or call/text 860-480-0600. 
	 Senior monthly breakfast on 

Tuesday, January 23, at 9 a.m. at the 
Parish House, RSVP by January 19 to 

park.recreation@cornwallct.gov or call or 
text 860-480-0600.

Dance in the New Year, Saturday, January 
6, town hall from 7 to 9 p.m.

Cornwall Republican Town Committee 
will caucus to elect members Thursday, 
January 11, at 7 p.m. at the library. 

Cornwall Democratic Town Committee 
plans to caucus to select members Sunday, 
January 14, at 4 p.m. at the library.

Community social hour Wednesday, Janu-
ary 17, from 3 to 4 p.m. Drop by town hall 
for drinks.

Breakfast for a Cause Saturday, January 27 
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at UCC Parish 

House. Donations benefit the Food and 
Fuel Bank. 

Art in Cornwall 
	 The Toll House/Ingersoll showroom in 
West Cornwall hosts works by Don Brack-
en, Souby Boski, Kari Lonning, Jon Riede-
man, and Pamela Szytbel through January.
	 National Iron Bank in Cornwall Bridge 
showcases Robert Adzema’s works of wa-
tercolor during the month of January.
	 Art opening at the library of “Cornwall 
Landscapes” by Robert Adzema. Reception 
Saturday, January 6, at 5 p.m. Exhibit con-
tinues through February.
	 Opening reception for “The Art of the 
Stich and Needle” Sunday, January 21, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the UCC Par-
ish House. Exhibit continues Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon and 
S u n d a y from 10 a.m. to noon.

Resolutions
Last month’s issue enclosed our annual ap-
peal letter with a return envelope. Can’t 
find it? We’re still here at P. O. Box 6 in West 
Cornwall 06796.

Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon 
and 1 to 4 p.m.		           —Ben Lesch



Cornwall Park and Recreation Survey 

Introduction: Over the last few years, Park and Rec has built up a calendar of events that 
covers each month and we would love to get some feedback on those events. We are also 
looking to add some events, especially for teens and adults, as well as to enhance 
recreational opportunities at Foote Field and we are asking for input from the community. 

Please take 10 minutes to answer the questions. You can complete it online. Find the link at 
cornwallparkrec.org, or scan the QR code on the back, or mail this back to Cornwall Park & 
Rec PO Box 97 Cornwall, CT 06753 by Jan 22. 

HOUSEHOLD: Please list how many adults and children live in your household. What 
are the ages of your children?  

SPORTS: What sports do you or your children participate in currently?  

Besides the basic sports (baseball, basketball, soccer), what other sports or outdoor 
activities would you like offered? (For example: pickleball, kickball, lacrosse, or.....) 
Please indicate if adults or children are interested in the sports.  

COMMUNITY EVENTS (FAMILY FRIENDLY):  Circle the events that have you attended in 
the last two years? (Circle ALL that apply) ~Town Picnic 2022 ~Town Picnic 2023 ~July 
Fest 2022 (Zola Boys) ~July Fest 2023 (Country Steele) ~Taste of Cornwall 2022 (Wanda 
Houston) ~Taste of Cornwall 2023 (Henhouse Prowlers) ~Movie Night on The Green (2022-
Charlotte’s Web) ~Movie Night Jan 2023 (The Bad Guys) ~Movie Night Feb 2023 (Wonder) 
~Pickleball Clinic Nov 2022 ~Halloween 2022 ~Halloween 2023 ~Flu/Covid Clinic 2022 ~Flu 
Clinic Oct 2023 ~Flu/Covid Clinic Nov 2023 ~Santa/Grinch Event 2022 ~Santa/Grinch Event 
2023 ~St. Patrick’s Day Afternoon Fun 2022 ~Spring Celebration 2022 (Town Hall) ~Spring 
Celebration 2023 (Foote Field) ~Clean Up Cornwall (Earth Day Event) ~Senior Field Trip 
through Litchfield ~Friendsgiving 

What went well at those events or what would you like to see more of at the events? 
What would you like to see done differently at the events?  



MOVIES: What are the top three movies you would like us to show for our movie 
events? 

COMMUNITY EVENTS (OVER 21 ONLY): We would like to hold some adult-only events. 
What would you like to do?  

OUTINGS:  If we were to rent a bus, where would you want to go? What is your price 
range?  

FOOTE FIELD:   Do you use Foote Field and if so what for? If not, why not?  

There is a pickle ball and basketball court, baseball field, and a soccer field (lower). We 
would like to convert the upper soccer field to a recreation field that will include a 
children’s playground, adult fitness apparatus/“playground”, walking trail around the 
field, and a skate park. What else would you like to see on the recreation field?  

What else would you like to have at Foote Field?  

MUSIC:  What genre of music do you enjoy listening to? Circle all that apply: Bluegrass 
~ Pop ~ Rock ~ Jazz ~ Swing/Big Band ~ Country ~ or other, please specify 

Is there a band that you would like to have play at an event in town? 

Any general suggestions or other ideas that you have for the Commission? (Craft 
activities, Bingo, Summer Camp, Teen activities/events) 

We always welcome guests at our Park and Rec meeting to discuss your ideas. Sign up  
at park.recreation@cornwallct.gov for our newsletter or to be a Friend of Park and Rec 
and volunteer at events.     

NAME: (optional) _________________________________________ 

 


