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Year in Review:
Slow and Steady

Recently there have been more than a few
moments when George Orwell came to
mind. And not only his dystopian novel
1984, about a fictional society living under
totalitarian rule, but also this slightly
less-Orwellian notion he penned in an es-
say about the writer Charles Dickens:
“Progress is not an illusion; it happens, but
it is slow and invariably disappointing.”

Climate change, a byproduct of prog-
ress, has left global catastrophic weather
events in its wake. One such event hit close
to home this fall in the form of a drought
that sparked forest fires all over Massachu-
setts, including Great Barrington and Shef-
field. It couldn’t be contained for days
while its smoke drifted across the border
and made breathing outdoors difficult be-
fore rains finally came and extinguished it.

At the same time around here, we like to
measure progress in our own currency. The
online publication WorldAtlas calls Corn-
wall “one of the most secluded towns in
Connecticut,” so we have a reputation to
defend as a perfect escape for those seeking
a slower pace and a stronger connection
with nature.

How slow? It depends. There are years
like 2024 that do exude a pretty upbeat vibe.
In West Cornwall, for example, the former
restaurant “frank.food” closed and the Pink

House opened in its place under new man-
agement and with a new menu. In October,
Macaire + Kristoph, specializing in art, furni-
ture, and interior design, moved into the
space “3 Guys Ski & Ride” had vacated.

A number tabulated by Libby Mitchell,
abudding local celebrity who also manages
The Local, hints at the scale of activity. The
store, operated by the not-for-profit West
Cornwall Public Library Association, gen-
erated almost $140,000 for local vendors,
who seem to cater to all kinds of taste buds.
They include those that need to be woken
up to a brew of freshly roasted beans pro-
duced by Cornwall Bridge Coffee, a ven-
ture that was started just last year.

Of course, now and then, we witness
the equivalent of drying paint when prog-
ress seems not just slow, but
languishing, lethargic, and
listless. Take the fate of the
largest dwelling in town.
After having been on the |
market since 2005, it finally
changed hands in ;

And not even close to the origi-
nal asking price. What might
have been invariably disap- M
pointing to the seller, still set

a new record for residential real estate
transactions in Litchfield County. What's
disappointing to the rest of us? We knew
the name of the old owner, Ivan Lendl. The
name of the new one is still anyone’s guess.
How many years will go by until that secret
will be revealed?

In the land of steady habits “slow” nev-
er means lack of persistence. Take the
wastewater treatment plant for West Corn-
wall, first discussed at least eight years ago.
The town’s most ambitious and expensive
infrastructure improvement project ever is
moving forward, mostly in spurts. A grant
here, a town’s vote there, with 2024 the year
when all the necessary paperwork was filed
with the federal overlords at HUD in Wash-
ington. One more step on the long way to
determine when the system can actually be
turned on is, how many property owners
will hook up to it, and, equally important,
what it will cost Cornwall’s taxpayers
during the course of the next four decades.
The Board of Selectmen’s five-year capital
plan issued in December for the planning
period until 2028 didn’t offer us any clue.

Questions about timing and expenses
hover over a 12.38-acre parcel at 282 Kent
Road as well. We keep our fingers crossed,

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) eryone enjoys a complete, protein-packed Goodbye to Friends
meal. This year, gluten-free pancakes were Kathleen Hulser

because the stretch of land north of the Calf
& Clover Creamery seems to have great po-
tential to help solve another one of Corn-
wall’s perennial needs—affordable hous-
ing. That path was outlined when the
property was sold off in a lien auction in
2023 after more than 20 years of slumber.
Before the lot will be transferred to the
Cornwall Housing Corporation, another is-
sue needs to be dealt with: Does the site
need costly remedial efforts beyond what
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) accomplished in 1995 when it detect-
ed contaminated soil? At least that question
should be answered next year by a scientif-
ic study for which the state awarded the
Northwest Hills Council of Governments a
$200,000 brownfields assessment grant at
the end of 2024.

That’s progress a la Cornwall. Slow and
steady. 2025 should give us just the same.

—Juergen Kalwa \\\_%Z
>

Flipping for Pancakes ~\'%
What could be better than waking up

slowly on New Year’s Day and having a \

dedicated team of volunteers serve you a
delicious, hot, and homemade break-
fast? Some might even flip for joy, espe-
cially those who have missed this United
Church of Christ (UCC) Cornwall tradition,
as it had been on hiatus since Covid.

The first UCC New Year’s Day Pancake
Breakfast took place on January 1, 1999. The
organizers were Pat and Jerry Blakey, who
created it to raise funds for an organization
in Mexico called La Casa Project, for which
Jerry had recently volunteered. That first
year, the breakfast raised $3,500. Jerry took
his generous spirit even further by organiz-
ing a group of UCC members and other
volunteers to travel to Mexico to help build
homes with La Casa. Along with the be-
loved community breakfast, the trip be-
came an annual tradition.

This year, Pat and Jerry passed the ba-
ton to William Schweizer, another active
member of the UCC and a “retired” doctor
who can’t seem to say no when it comes to
helping his community. Years ago, he was
recruited by Jerry to flip pancakes. Now he
is the “shlepper in charge,” his self-pro-
claimed title. “Pat and Jerry deserve so
much credit for creating this event and
making it happen for all of these years.
They are true gems; the kind of people who
keep the heart beating in our small town.”

According to William, the pancake reci-
pe used every year is Pat’s. It's been held
tightly by those involved —William now
has a photocopy of the index card with the
original handwritten recipe. William was
willing to share that the “secret” ingredient
is buttermilk.

To feed an estimated 200 attendees the
allotted three pancakes each, the volunteers
make 13 double pancake mix recipes, along
with 40 pounds of sausages, ensuring ev-

added to the menu. And to top it all off, two
gallons of local maple syrup. All food and
supplies, plus the peoplepower to prep,
serve, and clean up, are donated, so that
proceeds can go directly to the chosen local
cause. This year’s beneficiary is the UCC
outreach programs. A new fire truck is
needed, and all donations will help make
that purchase.

Cornwallians will be happy to once
again enjoy the famous pancakes while
wishing neighbors and friends a happy and
healthy new year.

Victoria Strange, mom to two now-
grown boys, Hugo and Otto Rapp, shared
how much her family has loved this event
over the years: “I remember fondly the
boys’ anticipation every year and marvel-
ing at the hard-working crew who year af-
ter year had risen early to greet you with

big welcoming smiles while serving per-
fectly round, hot pancakes. My kids
% _ loved the endless refills, Gor-

3 don’s syrup, and gobs of melt-
ing butter.”

Traditional New Year’s
healthy eating habits resolu-
tions be dammed, at least for
one day! Taking the time to en-
joy the carb-load and commu-
nity connection seems well
worth it. —Mare Rubin

Music from
Little Pink

The Dobro is maybe the most famous ex-
ample of a “resonator” guitar, a type of
acoustic instrument that produces its sound
via metal cones inset into the guitar body’s
top. It was designed before the electric gui-
tar was invented to give the guitar enough
volume to compete against the other instru-
ments in dance bands. Ultimately, the elec-
tric guitar came on the scene, and resonator
guitars, with their twangy sound, found a
more lasting home with bluegrass and
country musicians.

I'love how these distinctive guitars look
and sound, and I keep one on a stand in our
Town Street living room. In 1929, John Do-
pyera, a Slovak immigrant who had helped
to design resonator guitars for the National
String Instrument Company, left National
to create, along with his brothers, the Dobro
Manufacturing Company, “Dobro” being a
portmanteau of “Dopyera Brothers” and a
Slovak word for “good.”

My Dobro is a “square neck”
one, where the strings sit high
above the fretboard and are
meant to be played with a
“steel” (a solid bar of
smooth metal that gives the
“steel guitar” its name) or
maybe with a “bottleneck.”
Idon’t play it often and giv- | >
en that it’s usually tuned to
an open tuning and re-

Laura J. Kisatsky
Gerald S. Scofield

Land Transfers

Heidi R. Stefanski and Michael A. Stefanski to

Julia C. Anderson and Zachary S. Bucek, land

with buildings thereon at 19 Wright Hill Road,
for $777,000.

Robert A. Southern to Stephen Skowron and
James Seuss, land with all buildings and
improvements thereon at 275 Dibble Hill Road,
for $1,910,000.

Jake Weiss and Ethan Kaminsky to Pamela L.
Bain Living Trust, property with all appurte-
nances thereon at 187 Warren Hill Road,
for $1,172,500.

quires the use of a steel, house guests typi-
cally don’t just pick it up to strum a tune.

So, the Dobro sits there. And, on a re-
cent evening, my wife Kerry and I were in
the living room, enjoying our latest French
police procedural. Twang! Is somebody
playing the Dobro? Twang! Kerry said,
“Look, there’s a mouse on your Dobro!”
And he/she/it was indeed strumming the
strings. Are field mice fans of bluegrass? If
50, we didn’t recognize this particular tune.
As we eased towards the instrument, the
mouse leapt from the Dobro and scurried
under a kitchen cabinet.

What to do now? Our next move wasn'’t
clear, so back to the procedural. A few min-
utes later, TWANG again! This time, the
mouse appeared to squeeze back into the
Dobro. Kerry said, with typical insight, “I
think a mouse is living in your Dobro.” I
grabbed the Dobro and gave it a little shake,
thinking maybe the mouse would squeeze
back out. But all I saw was a tiny face peer-
ing at me through one of the holes in the
instrument’s top.

What to do NOW?! Well, in keeping
with Elizabeth England’s recent observa-
tion in this publication (August 2024 issue)
that “Cornwall is a community of live-
and-let-livers, preferring to mostly co-ex-
ist with our fellow creatures,” back to the
procedural! And as for the mouse, practice
makes perfect! —Guy Story

The Birth of Snowmaking

Hardly anybody retiring from journalism
and looking for something else to do,
would end up in a ski shop helping kids
find the right equipment and
having some fun. But this came
naturally to James Shay. As a
young reporter in the Nau-
gatuck Valley, he had written
ski columns with a passion.
Admittedly he “wasn’t a

Coranall very good skier at the time,”
but things changed. His skills
and his intimate knowledge
of winter sports destinations

————|/ all across the country and in
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Europe grew as well. He didn’t just visit a
few fancy resorts, he developed an apprecia-
tion for smaller ski areas too.

Like our very own Mohawk Mountain, a
“throwback to an earlier time of skiing,” as
Shay says. “A very laid back, family friendly
place.” One winter he worked in
the rental department and real-
ized that most customers had no
idea of the influential role this place
and its founder, Walt Schoen-
knecht, played in the history of
American winter sports. His
professional instincts kicked in
again and he did what journal-
ists do: research, interview
and then write about a topic
that deserves to be covered for posterity.

The result has just been published. The
scholarly title, Mohawk Mountain Ski Area -
The Birth of Snowmaking (History Press,
South Carolina, $24.99), signals the ambi-
tion to be more than a neat coffee table book
with lots of photos and some animated
prose marinated in nostalgia. The 194-page
monograph delivers an avalanche of com-
prehensive and well-sourced information
about the many different things that
brought Mohawk Mountain’s scenic west-
ern slopes to life and made skiing in Corn-
wall unique and attractive.

The book doesn’t only celebrate the con-
tribution of Peg and Walt Schoenknecht,
two ambitious skiers from the New Haven
area with a missionary zeal to convince ev-
eryone from near and far to try the sport. It
also recalls a group of engineers from Fair-
field County who installed the first snow-
making machines in Cornwall and changed
the face of modern skiing. And it explains
in some detail what Connecticut’s first and
largest ski area had to face to survive many
difficult winters and that terrible summer
in 1989 when two tornadoes, not just one,
destroyed lift towers, buildings, and trees
and caused $2.5 million in damages.

In recent winters “Mohawk and other
ski areas were struggling,” Shay pointed
out in an interview with the Chronicle. “We
had rainstorms and warm temperatures.”
But this season looks promising. In late
2024, overnight temperatures dropped ear-
ly and deep. “The signs are there,” he said
to plans for “a hell of a lot of skiing.” While
writing the book last winter “cut into my
ski time, I think it'll be pretty awesome.”

—Juergen Kalwa

e

Deus ex Hospital

I moved to Cornwall in December 2020,
four months pregnant. Despite some whis-
pers about closure, I felt confident enough
that the labor and delivery unit at Sharon
Hospital would stay open until my son was
delivered that I didn’t formulate a plan B.
In 2023 when I was expecting my daughter,
Nuvance Health and the state of Connecti-
cut were going back and forth over the fate
of the maternity ward. The repeated delays

) over a final ruling gave me an odd
sense of peace of mind. After
some mental math on the dates,
I thought that surely even if
the state allowed Nuvance to
close labor and delivery, it would see me
through till my due date.

With the help of grassroots organizing
from the non-profit Save Sharon Hospital,
the maternity unit fought off the last clo-
sure efforts by Nuvance. The state finally
denied the application early this year, but
the victory felt temporary as Nuvance had
always sought loopholes and appeals.

Like much of rural healthcare, the fu-
ture of the labor and delivery unit at Sha-
ron Hospital has been uncertain for years.
More recently the intensive care unit or
ICU, became the target of cuts. The state
did allow Nuvance to convert the ICU to a
PCU, or “progressive care unit,” but with
strict guidelines to preserve its level of care,
including “not reduce, the acuity of critical
care services,” and “maintain staff at the
level currently existing in the designated
ICU.”

The state’s final ruling, denying Nu-
vance’s attempt to shutter maternity ser-
vices at Sharon Hospital, likely led to an
announcement in February for the
“planned integration” of Nuvance Health
into the larger Northwell Health sys-
tem. This proposal has inspired , |
cautious optimism against the wid- (U

er national trend of shrinking |

healthcare options in rural areas. | \
Northwell Health has written

about its commitment to keeping la- [ |

bor and delivery services open at Sha-

ron Hospital for the next five years (in- |

cluding the fine print of maintaining

the staffing necessary to do so), as ! |

well as following through on the | | |

guidelines around the transition
from ICU to PCU. We've heard this before,
however, with Nuvance, which made simi-
lar promises to the community and state
only to attempt to renege on them. As al-
ways, the last mile is the hardest, ensuring
that all of those promises Northwell Health
has made, make it into the final “Agreed
Settlement” that will govern the merger.

— Jane Carlen

What We're Reading

This month the Chronicle is introducing a
new feature titled “What We're Reading,”
where we ask readers to submit a short re-

view of a book they liked. We will endeavor
to print these as often as we can; the fre-
quency is up to you, our readers. Please
submit your reviews via this link: cornwall-

chronicle.org/chronicle-submission. Enjoy

this inaugural piece by Roxana Robinson.

This is Happiness by Niall Williams
If you are inclined to light the fire, curl up
on the sofa, and dive deep into along, beau-
tiful, complicated, funny, touching, and ut-
terly enchanting novel, I have a suggestion.
This is Happiness, by Niall Williams, is your
man, as his characters would say.

The novel is set in Ireland in the late
1950s, in Faha, a small village in County
Clare which is about to receive electrifica-
tion. Noel, a teenager who has quit study-
ing for the priesthood, has moved in with
his impecunious and indefatigable grand-
parents Ganga and Doady. Ganga has a
limited acquaintance with either money or
employment, but is kind and charming. “O
now,” he greets any new thing. Doady has
“the sorrows of Kerry people when they are
not in Kerry,” but is practical and hard-
working, and runs the household and the
finances. They “lived by dispute,” but
when they stood up to dance, their hands
were locked together, and they never
missed a beat.

When a man called Christy arrives to
stay, everything changes. Christy has elec-
trifying blue eyes and a mesmerizing
manner. He is officially in Faha to repre-
sent the electric company, but really to
reclaim an old love.

Noel's early attempts at romance, and
Christy’s long determined saga, are the main
themes of this tale, told by Noel himself at 78.
“I'm at the age now when in the early morn-
ings I'm often revisited by all my own mis-
takes, stupidities and unintended cruelties.

| ) They sit around the edge of the

{ | bed and look at me and say
[ 1 | nothing. But I see them well
@&k enough.”

)4

93 ate, intelligent, and deeply
#| moving, this will last you
for days in front of the fire,
91 providing everything you
could want in a novel.
—Roxana Robinson

Cornwall Briefs

* Commission/board vacancies include
Conservation Commission, Park & Recre-
ation, Zoning Board of Appeals, Cream Hill
Lake Study Group, and Grange Hall #32
Trust Fund. Contact the selectmen’s office
if interested.

* A winter storm parking ban is in effect
through March 30. Don’t park on the side of
any town road to avoid interfering with
snow plows; plowing may occur at any
time, even in clear weather.

(continued on page 4)
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* Cornwall’s best cross-country ski-
ing trails assembled by the CCT for your
enjoyment. Check it out and hope for snow.

cornwallconservationtrust.org/cross-country-
skiing-in-cornwall/.

* NHCOG set to receive a state grant of
$200,000 to study the feasibility for re-
development of a 12.38-acre parcel for-
merly known as 282 Kent Road for
affordable housing.

* Enrollment at CCS is down 17%,
an indication of how difficult it is
for young families to find afford-
able housing in town, according
to First Selectman Gordon Ridg-

overseeing Bonney Brook is
looking for members. Call the
selectmen’s office if interest-
ed.
* FOC investigation ends
with no resolution. The State
Elections Enforcement Commis-
sion failed to find any “identifiable
respondents” and will take no further ac-
tion against those responsible for alleged
violations of election laws related to the
July 9, 2022, referendum on the West Corn-
wall wastewater facility. The commission
reserves the right to reopen the case if more
evidence comes to light.
* Homemade Meals 2 Go (HM2G): If you
are a Cornwall senior and would like to or-
der some frozen meals, reach out to Mi-
chelle and Jen at cornwallmeals2go@gmail.
com or call Jen at 860-480-0600 to be added
to the mailing list. At the end of January,
they will be accepting orders for meal dis-
tribution in early February. Cost is $15 for
three entrees and six side dishes, which all
come individually packaged and frozen.
—Bob Meyers

Events & Announcements

New Year's Day Old-Fashioned Butter-
milk Pancake Breakfast (Pat Blakey’s reci-
pe) returns to the UCC Parish House from 9
A.M. to noon. Cost is $25 per family or dona-
tion from a single person. Proceeds benefit
the UCC outreach programs.

Join in the Fun

Volunteers make the Chronicle happen.
You can be one of them! Email us at info@
cornwallchronicle.org or drop us a line
and enclose a check to P.O. Box 6 in West
Cornwall 06796.

Ice Skating at Hotchkiss Saturday, January
4. Cornwall residents skate from 7 to 8 p.m.
Bring your own skates. A hat or helmet is
REQUIRED. Every Saturday in January
and February.

Emergency Medical Service Courses of-
fered at the West Cornwall Fire-
//f house on January 9 through
>/ March 31. Email 142jayner@

A ;5 gmail.com for details.

At the Cornwall Library
Storytime with Rita Delgado:
Saturday, January 11, from 10:30
A.M to noon. Jump into a magical
book-filled interactive reading
time with Miss Rita.

Art classes with Collette Hurst.
Paint seascapes and waves in
watercolor. January 11, 18, and
25, from 10 to 11:30 a.Mm. Fee is
$75 for three sessions, payable

to the instructor. Register at
cornwalllibrary.org. Supply list
provided upon registration.

Film: Journey of the Universe on January
18, 4 p.m. Winner of the 2012 Emmy Award
for best documentary, it weaves a story of
the unfolding universe and humanity’s
evolving place in it. Registration is required
at cornwalllibrary.org. Brought to you by
the Cornwall Association and the Cornwall
Library. (See insert.)

The library will celebrate Jane Austen’s
250th birthday in 2025 with four events.
The first event will be a screening of Pride
and Prejudice, a film with Kiera Knightly
and Matthew Macfadyen. Wednesday, Jan-
uary 29, from 5 to 7 p.M. Please register at

cornwalllibrary.org.

Art in Cornwall

Art Opening at the Cornwall Library:
Kit White, “Hot Spot” January 11, from 5 to
7 p.M. White has been creating images in-
spired by the California wildfires since
2021. His paintings act as a dialogue be-
tween digital images and calligraphic over-
lays; metaphors for the consuming fires.
Tennis players in Cornwall may recall his
triumphs at the Cream Hill Lake Club in
the early 1990s.

At the UCC Parish House, “Squiggles
and Daubs: Artwork by Kirk Van Tassel
and Mary O’Sullivan” will be exhibited
from January 19 to February 23. Everyone
is invited to the opening reception on Sun-
day, January 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Gallery hours are Monday through Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to noon; Sunday, 10 a.m. to
noon; and by appointment with one of the

artists. For further info, please call the
church office at 672-6840.

Park and Recreation

Community/Senior Lunch UCC, Tuesday,
January 14, Parish House at noon. MUST RSVP
by January 9 to park.recreation@cornwallct.
gov or call/text Jen at 860-480-0600. Lunch
will be catered by Warren General Store.

Community Social Hour is CANCELED
for January 15.

Community/Senior Breakfast Tuesday,
January 28, UCC Parish House, 9 A.m. MUST
RSVP by January 26 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text Jen 860-480-0600.

Tour of the Rattlesnake Preserve on Sat-
urday, January 25, at 11 a.m. lead by Ter-
ry Burke and Deb Bennett. Meet at the
new observation platform at the south
entrance. Come see what the season offers
as we sleuth flora and fauna for winter
activity. For updates and info visit

cornwallconservationtrust.org.
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New Year’s Pancake Breakfast

(the tradition returns!)

Wednesday, January 1
9:00 to noon

UCC Parish House
8 Bolton Hill Road

Traditional buttermilk pancakes (a gluten-free option as
well), sausage, real maple syrup, orange juice, coffee and tea
will be served.

Proceeds will benefit church outreach programs.
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EMMY® Award Wihner —Best Documentary

JANUARY 18 AT 4PM

AT THE CORNWALL LIBRARY
30 PINE STREET, CORNWALL VILLAGE

Winner of the 2012 Emmy Award for best
documentary, the film, narrated by Brian Thomas
Swimme, weaves an engaging story of the unfolding
universe and humanity’s evolving place in it.

SNACKS PROVIDED
Q&A WITH SAM KING TO FOLLOW

Sam King is an educator, writer, speaker, and
environmentalist and serves as Project Manager for
the Journey of the Universe multimedia project.

~FREE~

Registration requested at CornwallLibrary.org

SPONSORED BY THE CORNWALL ASSOCIATION
AND THE CORNWALL LIBRARY




