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This Month: 
 For events at the Union visit hughesmemorialunion.com 
 Tuesdays: After-School Art 3:30–5 pm Library  Wednesdays: Beginners 
Thai Chi 5–6 pm Town Hall; Story Time with Rita Delgado 10:30 am–Noon 
Library, Pickleball 6–8 pm CCS [no 1st]  Saturdays: Ice Skating, 7–8 pm 
Hotchkiss School [no 31st]
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 Deadline:
February Chronicle Copy 
 Cornwall Conservation 

Commission Meeting 
9–10 am Hybrid/Library

 Board of Finance Meeting 
7 pm Hybrid/Town Hall

new year’s day

 Annual New Year’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast 

9 am–Noon
UCC Parish House

 Inlands Wetland Agency 
5:30 pm Hybrid

   Board of Selectmen 
        7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Board of Education 
Meeting 4 pm CCS

 Cornwall Republican 
Town Committee Caucus 

7 pm Library

 LEGO Club 
5–6 pm Library

 Hart Preserve 
Hike 10–11 am 

 Pastels for Beginners 
with Collette Hurst: 

10–11:30 am Library
 Storybook Hour 10:30 

am–Noon Library
 John Seabrook Author 

Talk 4–6 pm Library

 Park and Recreation 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Community/
Senior Lunch 
Noon–1 pm

 UCC Parish House
 Waste Water Management 

Project Meeting 
5 pm Hybrid/Library
 Planning & Zoning 
7 pm Hybrid/Library

 Pastels for Beginners 
10–11:30 am Library

 Adult Charcuterie Board 
Class 11 am–1 pm UCC 

Parish House
 “Oculus Serenade” Peter 

Gerakaris Art Opening
4–6 pm Library

   Board of Selectmen 
        7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Community Social Hour
2–3 pm

UCC Parish House

 Jonathan Haidt 
The Anxious Generation 

Book Discussion
5:30–6:30 pm Library

 Kids Beginner 
Basic ASL Classes 

3:30–4:30 pm Town Hall

 Art Class with 
Collette Hurst: 

Pastels for Beginners 
10–11:30 am Library

 Lazlo Gyorsok
Opening Reception: “When 

Time Stands Still”
11:30 am–1:30 pm
UCC Parish House

 Digital Safety for Youth: 
What Parents Should Be 

Talking About 
3–5 pm Library

 Affordable Housing 
Commission Meeting 
5 pm Hybrid/Library

 ZBA* 
7 pm Hybrid

 Community/Senior 
Breakfast 9–10 am 
UCC Parish House

 Economic Development 
Committee Meeting 

7:30 pm Hybrid

 Kids Beginner 
Basic ASL Classes 

3:30–4:30 pm Town Hall

 Storybook Hour 
with Rita Delgado 

10:30 am–Noon Library
 Adult Winter Snowman 

Sign painting 
1–3 pm UCC Parish House

m.l. king, jr day

Year in 
Review: Civic 
Engagement

We have been warned that a consistent 
wave washing ashore may water down our 
knowledge base in more ways than one. 
Called artificial intelligence, it looks and 
feels pretty artificial, but not necessarily all 
that intelligent.
	 2025 turned AI into a buzzword, while 
constantly producing head scratchers like 
this one: When asked about important 
events this year, item number one, in Goo-
gle’s AI “Cornwall Year in Review” estima-
tion, listed “new commercial openings like 
Blue Gate Bakery, Cornwall Market, and 
the Pink House.” For the record, these three 
were established in 2024.
	 Which tells us this: until our tech titans 
come up with something more reliable, 
the Chronicle, an old-fashioned monthly 
with a user-friendly online archive, will 
be a better source for news and stories 
from around here. Admittedly, it comes 
with a built-in bias for facts and a healthy 
dose of skepticism.
	 Given the wave of changes in the politi-
cal climate and in the news business over-
all, it won’t get easier to scrutinize matters 
unless we get directly involved and do our 
share. This sentiment was highlighted by 

the “No Kings” protests in Cornwall Bridge 
in June and October. Hundreds showed up 
to, in the words of one of the organizers, set 
an “example of the devotion to engagement 
and participation in government by the 
town’s citizens.”
	 That feels like a sensible motto for re-
flecting on an inspiring quote by the great 
writer William Faulkner (“The past is never 
dead. It’s not even past.”) And to remember 
that we come from a line of ancestors who 
gave us many examples of what participa-
tion and devotion can accomplish; even 
more so on the occasion of the 250th anni-
versary of the Declaration of Independence, 
which Cornwall will celebrate with the rest 
of the country in 2026.
	 Another example of civic engagement 
was highlighted in a Chronicle article pub-
lished in March about Heman Swift. Swift 

was a senior Con-
tinental Army of-
ficer from Corn-
wall, often called 
“Washington’s Colonel,” who never 
stopped working on making things work. 
After he came home in 1777, he served in 
the newly established Seventh Connecticut 
Continental Regiment with Cornwall’s 
John Sedgwick as his first major, fellow 
townsman Lt. Tryal Tanner as his second 
adjutant, and a relative, Isaac Swift, as the 
first surgeon.
	 By the way, there is plenty of evidence 
of these character traits today. They show 
in sizes from small to extra-large. Take the 
“Democracy Cup,” an award given to mu-
nicipalities that saw the highest voter turn-
out in Connecticut in 2024. Cornwall won 
the small-town category a second time (af-
ter 2014) with 90% of eligible residents cast-
ing their vote—and was honored in the 
spring in a ceremony with Secretary of 
State Stephanie Thomas.
	 Our past also holds the seeds for the 
future. Just as in past years, 2025 gave us 
a number of great examples, like the 
opening salvo to a long-term project on 
Route 7, which may alleviate some of 
Cornwall’s urgent housing needs in one 
fell swoop. The land has the capacity for 
24 residential units.
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(continued from page 1) Goodbye to Friends 
Jerry Blakey 
Patrick Folds

Thurlow (Tim) Merrill Prentice

Welcome 
Jack Edward Murray

to Madigan Gracey Murray and Jake B. Murray  
Levi Maverick Gillotti 

to Brittany A. Mosimann and Cody C. Gillotti

Land Transfers
Jane Cass Jackson and Roger Jackson to 

Ashleigh Marie Clare and Jacob Tyler Willis, 
3.932 acres of land with all appurtenances 

thereto belonging at 36 Furnace Brook Road, 
for $415,000.

	 Other instances of non-profit and vol-
unteer work can be added to that list. Inde-
fatigable organizations like the Cornwall 
Conservation Trust (protecting the land), 
the Little Guild of St. Francis (caring for an-
imals), the Cornwall Pantry (combating 
food insecurity), the Cornwall Library 
(with its books and educational programs), 
together with municipal boards and com-
mittees, illustrate how the past inspires 
people to help improve the quality of life 
for all of us.
	 Sometimes this shows in moments that 
no one foresaw or planned for, like when a 
group of neighbors and strangers coura-
geously rescued a driver from the wreck-
age of her burning car on Route 7. They 
risked their lives to successfully save 
somebody else’s.
	 It was the spirit of Cornwall 
at work. It doesn’t just live in 
the past.        —Juergen Kalwa

Back to the Future
Horticulturalist and botanist 
Peter Del Tredici generously 
stepped up to pinch hit for 
David Foster, the scheduled 
speaker for the November 
11 Cornwall Conservation 
Trust annual meeting. As Pe-
ter talked through his presentation, ”Deep-
ly Disturbed: The History of New England 
Forests,” he made the argument that a his-
torical lens is imperative to understand the 
present and future state of our New En-
gland forests. Forests are in a state of con-
stant flux, particularly as a changing cli-
mate ratchets up the impacts of pests, 
pathogens, and invasive plants.
	 Peter is an optimist and with each new 
slide came a cheery chuckle. Peter’s mes-
sage sounds hopeful: Forests are resilient 
and despite the tremendous species loss 
underway, judging from the past, there will 
be tree species to regenerate the forest of 
the future.
	 In conversation with Peter a few weeks 
after his presentation, he reiterated his pre-
diction: “We will have forest; the good 
news about New England is the resilience 
of the forest. It may not be the forest that 
was here before and it may not be the forest 
that you like.” But Peter readily admits that 
we cannot know what the forest will look 
like in 50 years. This begs the question, giv-
en the uncertainties of a rapidly changing 
world: how can we know that our forests 
will remain resilient?
	 The most recent data from the Botanic 
Gardens Conservation International’s 
Global Tree Assessment reports that one-
third of tree species globally are at risk of 
extinction. That predication loss holds true 
for Northeastern species as well; 135 tree 
species in the U.S. are at risk of extinction. 
Among the threats to tree species are inva-
sive plants; barberry prevents tree seed-

lings from getting a foothold and bitter-
sweet chokes trees young and old. Add the 
threats of invasive insects like spongy moth 
and emerald ash borer, and we have the 
perfect storm for the decimation of our for-
ests’ health.
	 Peter has been known to disavow the 
removal of some invasive plants. “I have to 
admit that I am a little controversial.”  But 
when asked directly if we should do noth-
ing, Peter reveals a more nuanced response. 
He makes a distinction between what indi-
viduals can do on their own land, versus 
what can be done at the wider landscape 
scale. Peter agrees that doing nothing is not 
the right thing. “My definition of sustain-
ability has to be in line with available re-
sources. We need something like the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps (the New Deal 
program started during the Depression) to 

really deal with the invasive 
species issue.”
	 The good news? Peter 

agrees that, while we can’t re-
store the forest, we can aid in its 
regeneration by managing what 

is on our properties. Two-thirds 
of the Northeastern forests are 

in the hands of private indi-
viduals. Being a good land 
steward, removing inva-
sives, planting natives, can 

help the forest in its regener-
ation.

	 “Ecology has become totally unpredict-
able because of climate change,” Peter con-
tinues. “We can’t know what will happen, 
so we have to hedge our bets. Getting rid of 
invasives is a good strategy, especially the 
worst ones like Asian bittersweet and Japa-
nese knotweed; a short list that is focused 
on the ones that are most problematic.”
	 “Adapt or die” (which Peter jokes will 
be on his tombstone) is the harsh reality 
with which Peter leaves us. Yet such a light-
ly penned adage can, and does, camouflage 
the extent of loss over adaptation that our 
forests will undergo.
	 Cornwallians love the woods 
in all guises: its pale green leafing 
of spring, its cooling dark green 
of summer, the brilliance of fall, 
and the starkness of branch 
against winter sky. But beauty is 
not the only ecosystem service 
threatened by forest degrada-
tion. Our young Eastern forests 
absorb carbon dioxide from the air quickly; they 
are responsible for about 85% of the total CO2 
uptake by trees in the U.S. A calamitous cycle 
is created as changes in weather patterns 
increase the loss of trees, and the loss of 
trees result in higher levels of CO2 in the at-
mosphere which increases the rate of cli-
mate change.
	 Peter is correct that nobody can predict 
what the future of the forest will be. The 
problem with seeing the future through the 
rear-view mirror is that you can miss what 
is right in front of you.

—Dee Salomon and Heidi Cunnick 

Big Changes at Northeast
Some of us still refer to the lumberyard and 
assorted businesses in Cornwall Bridge as 
Northwest Lumber. That’s on account of 
the lasting legacy of Ralph “Dusty” Sand-
meyer and his father, Ralph Sr. Ralph Sr. 
was a co-founder of Cornwall Bridge’s Iron 
Bank and started Northwest Lumber and 
Hardware in the early 1940s.
	 Sandy took over from his father on his 
return from Vietnam and after acquiring an 
MBA from Babson College. In 2005, Dusty 
and his wife, Sandy, sold Northwest to Jan 
Cohen and Arnie Foster, business partners 
who began acquiring building supply com-
panies across Connecticut in 1983. Jan and 
Arnie renamed the business Northeast 
Building Supply when they took over.
	 The businesses now consist of the lum-
beryard and building supply shop, and a 
hardware and paint shop nearby. Rick Ke-
arns, branch director at Northeast, recently 
told me of the changes they plan to make. 
“Before the fire (that destroyed the proper-
ty in early 2015), we had an office and 
showroom at the lumberyard. We plan to 
build a new building of approximately 
17,000 square feet for offices, storage, and a 

showroom for all our prod-
ucts, including the hardware 
and paint stores, in front of 
the current entrance to the 
lumberyard on Route 7. We 
hope to begin moving things 
soon and be retail-ready in 
about a year, but a lot will be 
up to Mother Nature this 
winter. We are excited to get 

started and hope to complete it as soon as 
possible and create a wonderful new retail 
experience in Cornwall.”
	 Jan, co-owner with his partner Arnie, 
explained that the new building will “make 
for a much better customer experience and 
we will have all our employees in one place. 
It will be a beautiful retail center showcas-
ing doors, windows, and cabinetry, among 
other building products. Cornwall is a great 
place, and we hope to make a beautiful fa-
cility for everyone.” There is a ground-
breaking scheduled for 10:30 a.m. January 
12 at the lumberyard.
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(continued on page 4)

	 The existing hardware and paint stores 
are for sale and all options “are on the table 
now. It’s a great property and location,” Jan 
added. 			        —Bob Meyers

Seventh-Graders Uncover 
a Story of Freedom

On a gray December day, the Cornwall 
Consolidated School seventh-graders 
trooped into the Calhoun 
Cemetery south of Cornwall 
Bridge. Their mission was to 
discover more about three resi-
dents of a community that ran 
from the current Guinea Road 
in Sharon, across the Housa-
tonic and into Cornwall Bridge.
	 When we visited the seventh-grade 
class back at CCS, they told us that Robin 
Starr and Jack Freedom were born in the 
Guinea region of West Africa, were en-
slaved here, and served in the American 
Revolution. Robin Starr was awarded a 
Medal of Military Freedom. Lily Starr was 
married to Jack Freedom and, after his 
death, married Robin Starr. She was a land-
holder in the Guinea Road community, 
something rare at that time for either a 
woman or a person of color.
	 The class explained the importance of 
their story. Sarah Beitz said, “Robin Starr 
was buried at the back of the cemetery.” 
Currently there is no marker for him. 
Emma Lizana noted, “We already got him a 
headstone from the Veterans Administra-
tion and we are hoping to put information 
about him and what he did on it and also 
about his wife.”
	 Sarah Beitz said, “I think it’s kind of in-
spiring because he showed that even in the 
time of slavery he still served in the war 
and he still earned that medal. I think he’s a 
really brave person.”
	 Charlotte Noyes added, “After over 200 
years he should get recognition or a memori-
al that he deserves, especially because it is 
Cornwall, and a lot of the people that are rec-
ognized are white. To get a full perspective, it 
shouldn’t just be white people—I think we 
need to hear from everybody and make sure 
it’s a full account of Cornwall’s history and 
not just half of it.” Pippa Cavalier said, “We 
should be able to have all of Cornwall’s histo-
ry, and if Robin Starr is included, he will defi-
nitely get recognition for that.”
	 The students are planning to make a 
memorial on the Cornwall Green as part of 
the commemoration of the 250th anniversa-
ry of the Declaration of Independence on 
July 4. Ideas they are exploring include a 
plaque and a reproduction of Starr’s med-
al of honor.
	 For some of the students who live near 
the Calhoun Cemetery, the story also has a 
more personal meaning. Sarah Beitz said, 
“My house is right across from it and it’s 
nice to learn about people who are kind of 
my neighbors. It’s nice to learn about who’s 
buried in the cemetery.”

—Jill Cutler and Jeremy Brecher

Meet John Brown
John Brown is our newly elected select-
man, so I recently asked him a few ques-
tions.
	 Q: Why did you run for selectman?
	 A: I’ve always had an interest in poli-
tics, and I’ve always believed that politi-
cians should represent the opinions and 
beliefs of those who elected them. I want 

to be the go-to person that 
people can feel confident 
reaching out to without being 
dismissed.
	 Q: Do you have any 
specific goals you would like 
to achieve during your term?
 	 A: I want to improve 

communication and help ease tensions be-
tween members of the community and the 
board. Additionally, as someone who 
lives in affordable housing at Kugeman 
Village, I would like to work closely with 
the affordable housing initiatives to help 
draw more young families to the town 
that we all call home. I also am a strong 
believer and proponent of keeping our 
taxes low.
	 Q: How do you anticipate working 
with the other selectmen?
	 A: I feel that all of us want what is best 
for the town and the community. I don’t 
foresee any issues, and I hope that we con-
tinue to work on, and get conclusions, to 
tasks that are brought to our attention and 
those that are ongoing.
	 Q: How long have you lived in Corn-
wall and what other public service activi-
ties have you pursued while here?
	 A: I have lived in Cornwall for almost 
13 years, but I spent large chunks of my 
summers here as a child visiting my 
grandfather. I currently 
serve as a justice of the 
peace with an ordination. I 
served two terms on the 
Board of Finance and func-
tion as the treasurer of the 
Cornwall Republican Town 
Committee.
	 Q: Where were you 
born and raised and what 
is your professional and family back-
ground?
	 A: I was born and raised in North Ca-
naan and have lived in the Northwest 
Corner my whole life. In my professional 
life I come from a management back-
ground and currently function as a train-
ing specialist. The Browns have lived in 
Cornwall going back to as early as 1923, 
with my grandfather George serving as 
the forester for Mohawk after World 
War II. My father and uncles all lived 
here as well, with my uncle Tom being 
the longest consistent resident. All of 
my children have gone to CCS and my 
wife currently works as a substitute 
teacher for the school and is the site su-
pervisor for the after-school program.

—Bob Meyers

Cornwall Briefs
• Winter Parking Restrictions: December 
16, 2025—March 30, 2026. To accommodate 
snow plowing, parking on town high-
ways is prohibited 24/7 until March 30, 
2026. Vehicles must be parked at least 
six feet from the traveled or paved por-
tion of the highway. 
• Congratulations are in order to Sarah 
Hermans, who celebrated her 15th year as 
the Chronicle’s compositor in November, 
puzzling together the text, captions, art-
work, and background to create the pleas-
ing visual presentation you hold.
• To receive the town hall newsletter 
and first selectmen’s office announce-
ments, write to Jane Hall: assistant@
cornwallct.gov.
• If your household needs extra finan-
cial support this winter, please contact 
Social Services Director Becky Hurlburt: 
socialservices@cornwallct.gov.
• The following newly elected municipal 
officials began service in November: John 
Brown, selectman; Gary Steinkohl, Board of 
Finance (full-term); Kate Sandmeyer Ward, 
Board of Finance (vacancy); Richard Wol-
kowitz, Board of Finance alternate and 
Board of Assessment Appeals (full); Martha 
Bruehl, Board of Education; Phillip West, 
Planning and Zoning; Lynn Scoville, Zon-
ing Board of Appeals. Kathryn Lee, town 
clerk, will begin her term on January 5.
• The Board of Selectmen’s Goals for 
2026/2027 were adopted on December 2 
and cover 15 areas of focus, including: 
housing, healthcare, wastewater treatment, 
renovation of four town buildings, cellular 
service improvement, community resilien-
cy, public transportation, U.S. semi quin-
centennial, and work with the EDC, among 

others. Further informa-
tion at cornwallct.org.
• The generosity of Corn-
wall townspeople has 
made the CVFD’s New 
Trucks Campaign a suc-
cess. Three vendor bids for 
two new CVFD fire trucks 
were opened at town hall 
on December 17 at 11 a.m. 

The bids are under review, with a contract 
due by February 17. Copies of the bids are 
available at town hall.            —Jessica Slaven

Events & Announcements
Park and Recreation
	 Hotchkiss Ice Skating, four Saturdays, 
January 3, 10, 17, 24 (no 31), from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Mars Athletic Center. Must wear a hat or 
helmet, skating only, no hockey allowed. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
	 Beginning Thursday, January 8, for 
eight weeks, pickleball at Cornwall Consol-
idated School from 6 to 8 p.m. Adults 18+. 
Three courts, nets, balls, paddles provided. 
Note: holidays or school closings cancel 
pickleball sessions.
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	 Tuesday, January 13, Community/Se-
nior Lunch at UCC Parish House at noon. 
Must RSVP by January 9 at park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text Bethaney Mas-
trocola at 860-419-5337.
	 Saturday, January 17, Adult Charcuterie 
Board class. Create your own charcuterie 
board at UCC Parish House on January 17 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Register 
by January 14. $25 per person. 
All food and instruction in-
cluded.
	 Wednesday, January 21, 
Community Social Hour from 
2 to 3 p.m. Drop by UCC Par-
ish House for snacks and 
drinks with friends.
	 Beginning Friday, January 
23, Beginner Basic ASL classes 
after school at town hall for 
grades one to six. Fridays from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. for four weeks. Opportunity for young 
learners to develop new skills, enhance 
communication abilities, and connect with 
the deaf community. Limited space avail-
able. Please sign up online.
	 Tuesday, January 27, Community/Se-
nior Breakfast at UCC Parish House at 9 
a.m. Must RSVP by January 23 or call/text 
Bethaney Mastrocola.
	 Saturday, January 31, Adult Winter 
Snowman sign painting at UCC Parish 
House from 1 to 3 p.m. Instructions and 
supplies provided. Register by January 27. 
$17.50 per person at cornwallparkrec.org.
	 Park and Recreation is always looking 
for volunteers, especially coaches for the 
upcoming T-ball/baseball season. Please 
email park.recreation@cornwallct.gov.
	 A community sing along is set for Sun-
day, February 8, from 3 to 5 p.m at the UCC 
Parish House sponsored by the Cornwall 
Association. More info to follow.

Beginner’s Tai Chi: Wednesdays, from 5 to 
6 p.m., town hall. First class on January 7. 
For more information, please contact Dave 
Colbert at 672-6726 or davidcolbert7@
gmail.com.

At The Cornwall Library
	 LEGO Club: Friday, January 9, from 5 to 
6 p.m. Work on a theme-related project and 
then free-building. Registration required, 
ages 5 and up.

	 Story time with Rita Delgado. Thursday 
mornings, and Saturday, January 10, and 
Saturday, January 31, from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon.
	 Author talk: John Seabrook, January 10 
at 4 p.m. Seabrook will discuss his book The 
Spinach King: The Rise and Fall of an American 
Dynasty, a New York Times top 10 notable 
book of 2025, chronicling Seabrook Farms, 
his family’s frozen vegetable empire. 

Seabrook will be in conversa-
tion with Ledlie Laughlin. 
Books will be available for sale 
and signing. Registration is re-
quired at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Art class with Collette 
Hurst: Pastels for Beginners. 
Three Saturdays: January 10, 
17, and 24, from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Experiment with vibrant 
colors and quick painting and 
drawing time. Supplies will be 

available if needed. Registration required. 
Limited to eight participants. 
Please be available to attend all 
three dates as space is limited.
	 Book Discussion: The Anx-
ious Generation by Jonathan 
Haidt. January 22 at 5:30 p.m. 
The Anxious Generation argues 
that the rise of smartphones 
and social media since the ear-
ly 2010s has caused a dramatic 
decline in youth mental health, 
creating an “epidemic of men-
tal illness.” Eiseley Ko-
tchoubey and Margaret Haske will moder-
ate discussion. Registration is requested.
	 Digital Safety for Youth: What Parents 
Should Be Talking About. Workshop pre-
sented by Project Sage, January 25 at 3 p.m. 
How can adults keep their kids safe from 
online exploitation? This interactive, 
90-minute workshop designed for parents 
and caregivers of teens and tweens pro-
vides a foundation for talking with youth 
about online safety, including online 
stranger danger, cyberbullying, artificial 
intelligence, and more. Registration is re-
quested.
	 After-School Art Program: Tuesdays 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Bus service from CCS 
available. Open to kindergarten and up. 
Materials and snack provided. Space is 
limited. Required registration opens at 
noon on Sundays for Tuesday’s program. 
Email CornwallLibraryYA@gmail.com 
with questions.

Cornwall Conservation Trust: A new 2026 
roster of hikes showcases our preserves the 
second Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. 

The first will be January 10 at the Hart Pre-
serve, towards the end of Cherry Hill Road, 
hosted by Matt Petrillo and Terry Burke. 
This .75-mile walk though fields, meadows, 
and woods with a moderate incline in-
cludes stunning views of the Housatonic 
River Valley. Please register for hiking 
e-blasts at CornwallConservationTrust.
org. Also see our new trail map on the web-
site for holiday hiking opportunities. We 
now have benches to enjoy views.

Art in Cornwall
	 Art Opening: Peter Gerakaris, Saturday, 
January 17, at 4 p.m. at the Cornwall Li-
brary. In his latest exhibition titled “Oculus 
Serenade,” Gerakaris’s selection of vibrant 
tondo paintings literally and figuratively 
focus the gaze on our wondrous natural 
world, merging microcosmic and macro-
cosmic apertures. His works will be on dis-
play until February 28.
   “When Time Stands Still,” an exhibit of 

photographs by Lazlo 
Gyorsok, at the UCC Par-
ish House from January 
25 to February 26. The 
theme centers around 
sunrise and sunset. Open-
ing reception for all on 
Sunday, January 25, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The 
exhibit may also be 
viewed Monday to Fri-
day, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 

noon, and by appointment. For more info, 
please call the church office at 672-6840.

Money Pitch
2026 is here! Make a toast to the new year 
with a contribution to the Chronicle.









When natural disaster strikes, communities in the US have
created land trusts to preserve affordable housing and guard
against opportunistic real estate investors. Community land
trusts purchase properties then sell or rent the houses built on
that land. The homes are designated “forever affordable,” so if a
future owner re-sells the house, they must do so at an affordable
price.

After Hurricane Irma hit the Florida Keys in 2017, the Floria Keys
Community Land Trust took action. Funded by private donations
and a federal disaster recovery grant, the Trust purchased a
former RV park and constructed 31 single-family rental homes. 

In Lahaina, Hawaii, a similar trust is developing to respond to
affordable housing needs following the Maui wildfires. 

S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S :  
A F F O R D A B L E  H O U S I N G  A R O U N D  T H E  C O U N T R Y

The affordable housing shortage is an issue that affects cities and towns around the country. Below are two examples of
affordable housing success stories from other communities, both near and far. We hope that our readers will enjoy seeing
examples of what’s possible when people unite in support of housing solutions!

Not far from northwestern Connecticut, a prime example of affordable housing created by
public-private partnership has just started accepting tenants. Windrush Commons in Great
Barrington, Massachusetts is a 49-unit affordable housing complex built near the town’s
center.

Funding for the property and construction came from multiple sources, including The Life
Initiative (a private investment fund) and the Community Economic Development
Assistance Corporation (a public-private community development foundation). Great
Barrington residents voted to rezone the site to allow multifamily development, and also
voted to allocate almost half a million dollars of the town budget to the project.  

G R E A T  B A R R I N G T O N :  P U B L I C - P R I V A T E  P A R T N E R S H I P

F L O R I D A  K E Y S  A N D  L A H A I N A ,  H A W A I I :  L A N D  T R U S T S  A S  D I S A S T E R  R E L I E F

Rendering of affordable single-family homes
developed by the Florida Keys Community Land Trust.

H O W  C A N  Y O U  B E  P A R T  O F  T H E  S O L U T I O N ?

Rent Your Space
Do you have an apartment, guesthouse, or other rental
unit? Rentals at all price points are in high demand. For
example, apartments in the newly renovated Pink House
were leased almost immediately at market rates. Your
available space could become someone’s next home.

Give the gift of land
Support the Cornwall Housing Corporation (CHC) by donating
as little as one acre of land or making a monetary contribution.
Land donations directly fuel the Affordable Home
Ownership Program and other future projects, and they are
tax-deductible. 

Visit cornwallhousingcorporation.com 
to learn more or to give.

Learn about Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADUs)
Interested in creating affordable housing on your own
property? ADUs, small, independent living spaces built
on existing lots, are a flexible and impactful solution.
Local policies are in place to make their development
easier than ever.

Subscribe to our newsletter
To subscribe: 

email housingcommission@cornwallct.gov 
scan the QR code

cornwallct.org/housing/ 

Affordable and attainable housing is a community-wide effort, and your involvement makes a difference. Every effort, big or
small, brings us closer to a vibrant Cornwall where people of all ages and incomes can thrive.  Here are a few ways to help:



In anticIpation of Cornwall’s celebration of America’s 250th  

please join us for a town-wide reading of Russell Shorto’s 

Revolution Song…a history of the Revolution told through the 

stories of six individuals and their diverse pursuit of freedom.  

 
- 

Register (free) at cornwallhistoricalsociety.org  

or call 860-672-0505 to be part of lively potluck discussions  

Wednesday, February 18 or Saturday February 21 at 5:30 pm. 

Locations, leaders, and food arrangements to follow via email. 

  
HEADS UP: For Potluck Discussions to be held in late April or early May, we will 

read local historian and educator Peter Vermilyea’s forthcoming book 

Litchfield County in the Revolutionary War (available in March). Both books will 

be discussed at the March 27 Salisbury Forum. 

 

THE CORNWALL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


