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Home Business Regs

After many months of drafting, discussion,
and at times acrimonious debate, the Corn-
wall Planning and Zoning Commission
(P&Z) passed into law new regulations
governing the use of homes for business ac-
tivity on June 3.

There were minor modifications made
to the draft regulations after Chair Anna
Timell listened to each of her fellow com-
missioners and Zoning Enforcement Offi-
cer (ZEO) Karen Nelson during a Zoom
call. Hearing concerns regarding noise,
new construction, and even formatting,
in the end the commissioners changed
only the definition of employee to in-
clude contractors and volunteers by a
unanimous vote.

The P&Z felt the need to change home
business regulations based upon guidance
from the 2020 Plan of Conservation and De-
velopment (POCD). The POCD set out a
goal to increase opportunities for new busi-
nesses and to expedite work-from-home
activity.

The commissioners and ZEO Nelson
were quick to point out that most applica-
tions for home-business use would still re-
quire special permits and undergo the pub-
lic hearing process. Only home businesses
considered “minor” and meeting strict cri-

teria would be able to operate via adminis-
trative review and approval. Nelson reiter-
ated that the wide discretion which she said
she often uses to ensure that applications
are elevated to the proper level will remain
in place.

There was much discussion at the meet-
ing regarding the definition of employee in
the new regulations. Commissioner Phill
West commented that “90 percent” of the
comments he read or heard were about
the distinction among employee, owner,
or contractor. This was resolved when the
commission voted to modify the lan-
guage in the regulations to include con-
tractors and volunteers in the definition
of employee.

When concerns were raised by several
commissioners regarding noise, Timell
pointed out the difficulty in measurement
and enforcement of decibel levels. Timell
then added that any business that would
generate “excessive noise” would
be required to submit a
special permit or be
subject to re-

view by the ZEO.

Addressing many comments made
during an extensive public hearing process,
Timell added that the goal of a balanced set
of zoning regulations is easier compliance
and clarity. Those who opposed the new
regulations do not believe their concerns
have been adequately addressed and con-
tend that the regulations will result in more
intrusive business activities. According to
Joanne Wojtusiak, “Anne Zinsser has initi-
ated an appeal to overturn these problem-
atic regulations” and an outside lawyer has
been hired. The new regulations are sched-
uled to take effect July 1. —Bob Meyers

Missed Recognition

The Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department
banquet was canceled last year and per-
haps this year as well, so the awarding of
membership milestone pins will have to be
postponed. The department would like to
recognize and congratulate the following:
this year Jack Preston will have been with
the department 60 years, Dave Williamson
50 years, and Jim Whiteside 40 years. Hunt
Williams and Skip Kosciusko have each
served 25 years and Jonah Whiteside 10
years. Last year Fred Scoville—the current
chief —would have celebrated 15 years, and
Ted Larson, Mary Kate Kosciusko, and Eliz-
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abeth Ridgway, ten years each. lan Ridgway
had served five years as of last year.

Periods of inactivity do occur for some,
caused by schooling, job conflict, or family
obligations as examples, but the potential
to return to active service and the camara-
derie apparently exert a pull to keep the
connection. Also, while age affects the con-
tribution a member is able to make, older
hands can—and have—passed on valuable
expertise and serve as advisors; and there is
plenty to do around the firehouses.

—Tom Barrett

Tag Tales

As the black bears take their time leisurely
moseying across the lawn, down the
road, or wherever else they
choose to tread, one notices their
size, approximate weight, and
more often than not, their jewel-
ry. Some wear red tags in their
ears, others prefer orange, and

still others sport a single green
tag. Over the years I've heard

many explanations and theories
about these earrings. I've been told that
a red tag means it's a bad bear;
two red tags mean it’s a really
bad bear. All of this, it turns
out, is wrong.

According to the Con-
necticut Department of Energy
and Environmental Protec- A&
tion (DEEP), all black bears 4
receive two tags (a bear
with a single tag has lost «@
one of its original issue).
They are tagged not according
to behavior (the department does
not pass judgment on bear behav-
ior), but as part of its project to
research and track the state’s
bear population.

The tag color indicates the
year the bear was tagged. Pink
tags are the latest in black bear
fashion, while blue was last
year’s color, and green was
used in 2019. Red was used in
both 2014 and 2015, which might ex-
plain its popularity, and the theory
that “bad” bears were being
trucked into town en masse by se-
cret DEEP agents.

Tags are also numbered, indi-
cating the tagging sequence and
year. So, the marking “20-8” on an
orange tag would indicate the 20" bear
tagged in 2018. A “197-6” number on a
yellow ear tag identifies the 197" bear
tagged in 2016. Personally, I try not to
stare at someone’s statement earrings,
especially when worn by someone
with claws and cubs.

The DEEP also relates that black
bears are rarely relocated, due to the
fact that they have a strong sense of

territory (which can cover as much as 60
square miles), and will travel long distanc-
es to return to their home. Black bears also
don’t pay attention to boundaries: city,
county, or state. Bears with Connecticut
tags have been found as far away as Ver-
mont; bears tagged in New Jersey, New
York, and Pennsylvania (which all use dif-
ferent coding systems) have been found in
Connecticut.

So next time you're face to face with a
bear, know the real story of its fashion ac-
cessories. You can tell a lot about a bear by
its tags, but not if it's good or bad (although
there’s a mistaken prejudice that the bad
ones are all wearing New York tags).

—Gregory Galloway

Camp Mohawk
Here We Come

/‘ When my husband, Andrew, and I

toured the YMCA Camp Mohawk in

d ’ 5% February, the idea of summer camp

seemed distant and surreal. Covid-19
was on the rise again, and during our tour,
heavy snow covered the ground.
When Maggie Tibbetts, the camp’s
| office manager, pointed to the lake
with a beach for the campers, it felt
that bathing suits and sunscreen were
a million years away. We were even
worried that camp might be canceled
altogether due to the pandemic. Nonethe-
less, even on that frigid February day, we

! 'h were both impressed with Camp Mo-
v &iih

hawk’s broad range of activities offered,
from arts and crafts and archery and ten-
nis to swimming and boating and field
sports. Accustomed to years of com-
petitive New York City registration
processes in which classes sell out
before we have a chance to sign up, we
registered for Camp Mohawk
right away.

I did not know about Camp Mo-
hawk last summer. It turns out that it was
open too, though only to day campers.
As Camp Director Patrick Marchand

said, “We had 100 years of pretty
much the same,” an overnight camp
for girls only. In 2020, they ran a co-
ed day camp in response to the
overwhelming child care needs—
indeed, many other camps in the
area were closed. As Chris Sampson,
whose son Alejandro attended
Camp Mohawk in August, recalls,
“The counselors and leadership
were incredible.” For his then 5-year-old
son, it was the first real camp experi-
ence, and he loved it. Mr. Marchand
expressed gratitude to the town of f
Cornwall for its help last summer
with offering financial aid to
Cornwall children via the
Cornwall Foundation. “Camp-
erships” —scholarships for
campers—are offered this year
as well.

When we visited the camp

Welcome

Hazel Joy Hermann-Botto
to Rocco Botto and Iris Hermann

Good-bye to Friends

Nia Lane Chester
Joanna Dennett
Anne Graham Estern

Congratulations

Traci Danielle Ferguson and
Jason Lawrence Stevens

Land Transfers

Robin Vogel to Joseph Naftali, land with all
buildings and improvements thereon at 6 Rug
Road, for $345,000.

Mark R. Jones to Dorian R. Hansen and Michael
Smith, 13.565 acres of land with all buildings
and improvements thereon at 390 Town Street,
for $1,750,000.

John Joseph O’'Donnell, Trustee, to Keryn E.
O’Donnell, 106.429 acres of land on Cogswell
Road, for $330,000.

during its Open House in May, this time
with our daughter Clarissa, the snow had
long ago melted. We could visit the beach,
the barns where an alpaca and a few oth-
er animals will be hosted for the summer,
and the sports fields. Clarissa ran into a
classmate from CCS who will also attend
the camp, along with at least two other
kindergarten girls from her class.

While parental Covid anxiety is still
lingering, I am mostly excited for this
summer. I was also encouraged by the
news that while Camp Mohawk does not
require its staff to be vaccinated, 100% of
the counselors will be when camp begins
on June 28. Mr. Marchand also told me
over the phone that campers are not re-
quired to wear masks 90-95% of the time
when they are in their cohorts, as per new
CDC guidelines (masks will be required
on rainy days indoors and when around
other cohort groups).

A few Covid-related changes remain in
place. Horseback riding is canceled this
year, mostly because of staffing shortages
(according to Mr. Marchand, no interna-
tional staff is allowed). The camp will open
up to boys again, for one week only, during
the final week. Alejandro is already signed
up. (“If the camp was co-ed, we'd sign him
up for the whole summer,” said Alejan-
dro’s dad.) The campers will be separated
into cohorts and day and overnight camp-
ers won't mingle as they would in regular
years. Also, instead of selecting their own

activities, each camper will par-
ticipate in 18 weekly activities
with their cohort. (The latter
sounds like a luxury, not a restric-
tion, to me.) Otherwise, the
100—year—old tradition continues
unchanged. And while I am
thrilled that my daughter will prac-
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tice swimming every day, Clarissa is eager
to learn archery. Mostly, we are both excit-
ed that she will attend a “big girl” camp,
which will hopefully become her summer
base for many more summers to come,
and that many other camps are
opening their doors to many oth-
er children for endless hours of
bonding, new adventures, and
play in a world that looks
brighter than a summer ago.
— Ewa Barnes

Migrating Season

Birds wield a power over the

heart logarithmic to their size.
Perhaps it's wonderment and fear
at their fragility and power; their
gravity defying hollow bones.

Or maybe it's the unsettling

knowledge that they are kith and

kin to dinosaurs. When I come
upon a bird frantically trying to es-
cape some confine, or one concussed

by a strike against a windowpane, or a
glancing blow across a window shield, I
feel a sort of terror. When arrested in flight
and helpless on the ground, with their inor-
dinate beauty of color and delicacy on vul-
nerable display, I feel panicked. I now keep
a rag-lined shoebox handy at home and a
second in my car. Often these injured birds
are only dazed. Placing them gently into
the shoebox, closing the lid (with air holes)
to provide darkness, and letting them re-
main undisturbed for about 30 minutes, al-
lows them to recover. This simple remedy
creates a powerful antidote to my panic
when upon lifting the lid, the tuft of feath-
ers soars off. Sheer joy. —Heidi Cunnick

And, at the Plate...

Rich Olderman’s memoir of living in
West Cornwall between 1978 and 1980 in
the print edition of the June Chronicle
(“West Cornwall Love Letter”) contained
a heart-stopping proof error. This Red Sox
fan still remembers the crack of that bat in
the seventh inning of the single-game play-
off on October 2, 1978, between my Sox and
their archenemy the New York Yankees.
The Yankees were up. The Chronicle said
(it's on page two, column one) that the hit-
ter was Buck Denzl. BUCK DENZL??!! The
planets reeled in their courses as insult was
laid upon that terrible injury.

The online June issue has the correct
player’'s name. It was, of course, Bucky
Dent. His hit was a home run which drove
in two other batters and the Red Sox lost,
sending the Yankees to the postseason (and
the World Series champion-
ship). The fault was
the Chronicle’s and .‘
not Rich’s. Apolo- ‘ .
gies all around 8\
for the error.
—Lisa L. Simont

Cornwall Briefs

e Crystal Star Awards went to four Corn-
wallians on Memorial Day for their extraor-
dinary contributions during the past year:
Diane Beebe, emergency man-
agement director (and an EMT);
Jennifer Hurlburt Markow,
Covid vaccine coordinator; Joyce
Hart, EMS captain; and Heather
Dinneen, social services and food
director. Diane was also honored
with the annual Citizenship Award
for community service.
e The “Visit Cornwall” flyer dis-
tributed throughout the area by
the Economic Development
) Commission is being updat-
A ed. If you are a Cornwall busi-
ness open to the public, and
want to be included, send your
info by July 7 to Jane Herold at
ane.Herold@gmail.com: business
name, street address, phone number/
email, website. Farm businesses add
your primary products. Include planned
events open to the public, along with dates
(or season). Any questions, or ideas for oth-
er things to include on the map, please con-
tact Jane.
® 70 x 4: The federal government has set a
goal of having 70 percent of adults in the
country vaccinated against Covid-19 by
July 4. As of mid-June, Cornwall has 66.81
percent of its eligible residents fully vacci-

nated, with 76.21 percent having received i

at least one dose. This is a much
higher vaccination rate
than Litchfield County
(53.18/61 percent fully/
one dose) and the state
(57.56/65.3 percent).

* Money coming in: The town
will receive $138,000 from the
Covid relief program, which will
benefit several nonprofits, businesses,
and individuals who were directly im-
pacted by the pandemic or had tangible
roles in mitigating its effects. An advisory
committee is being assigned to determine
how to best distribute funds. Members will
include Diane Beebe, Heather Dinneen,
Barbara Herbst, Jen Markow, Joe Pryor,
Gordon Ridgway, and EMS officers who
have been on the town’s Covid task force.
More details are available at the selectmen’s
office.

* The Food Pantry needs supplies. Heath-
er Dinneen reports that they are serving an
average of 25 households each week. The
pantry is currently in need of kids” snacks
and juice boxes, white rice, cereal (especial-
ly kids’ varieties), and dish soap.

* Summer Sales (off and on): The Corn-
wall Woman’s Society annual Rummage
Sale is still 100 percent off (unfortunately),
but the CWS is planning a book sale (of
Barbara Farnsworth’s stock) in Septem-
ber to raise money. Also, if you need to
declutter before next year’s rummage
sale, the Cornwall Child Center is asking

for donations of kids’ toys, household
goods, furniture, and tools (no books or
clothes). Email CornwallTagSale@gmail.
com for donation information. If you want
to re-clutter, the sale will be on August 14.
® The Ag Fair is 100 percent on. Mark your
calendars for Saturday, September 11.
*The Maple tree planted at Foote Field is a
gift from the Salisbury Rotary Club.

* What's up with all these caterpillars?:
Cankerworms? Inch worms? Tent caterpil-
lars? No, no, no. Gypsy moth caterpillars?
Yes! Theyll stop defoliating our trees when
they become moths, according to arborist
Will Russ. Think of them as just more bird
food. —Tom Barrett

Events & Announcements

In addition to this print edition, the Chronicle
posts important updates on our Facebook
and Instagram feeds as well as web-only arti-
cles on our website: cornwallchronicle.org.

Taxes Due July 1: The first half payment of
taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2020,
is due July 1, 2021. Taxes not in excess of
one hundred dollars and motor vehicle tax-
es shall be due and payable in full on July 1,
2021. Payments must be postmarked by
August 2, 2021, to avoid interest. Any tax
bills not paid by August 2, 2021, will be con-
sidered delinquent, and interest will be
charged at the rate of 1.5 percent per month
and fraction thereof (including July).
This means that even if you pay on
August 3, you will be charged for
two months interest. No addi-
tional bills will be mailed
for second installments.
Please use the bill you re-
ceived in July.

Taxes must be paid at the
tax office on Mondays from 1
to 4 r.m. and on Wednesdays
from 9 Am. to 12 p.m. and 1 to 4
p.M., or sent by mail, addressed to:

Cornwall Tax Collector, P.O. Box 97,

Cornwall, CT 06753. There is also a drop
box outside the office. Taxpayers also have
the option to pay online at cornwallct.org,
but fees apply.

— Jean Bouteiller, CCMC, Tax Collector

The Cornwall Association: The Cornwall
Barnyard is on display round town until
September. Check the association’s website
(cornwallassociation.org/recent-events) for
more details on how and where to view the
animals decorated and painted by local res-
idents.

Cornwall Historical Society: “Map Sto-
ries” opens on Saturday, July 3. The exhibi-
tion draws from CHS’s permanent collec-
tion and features a selection of maps both
current and historical. Hours are Saturdays
only from 10 a.m. to 3 p.M. A reception will
take place on August 7 from 4 to 6 r.m.

(continued on page 4)
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Park and Recreation
July Fest Music on the town Green on
Friday, July 9, from 6 to 8 p.m. with music
by Still, the Home Grown Band. BYOPic-
nic dinner. Ice cream will be provided.
The senior monthly luncheon will be
held at the Foote Field Pavilion on Tues-
day, July 13, at noon. Please RSVP by July
9 to Jen Markow at prcornwall@gmail.
com or call/text 860-480-0600.

At the Cornwall Library

Victoria Labalme will dis-
cuss her new book Risk Forward
(“Some people in life know ex-
actly what they want. This is a
book for the rest of us.”) on July 10 at 5
p.M. via Zoom. Please register at the library
website.

Debbie Labbe will host “Hooked on
Llamas” on July 20 at 10 a.m. She will read
Is Your Mama a Llama?, discuss the many
uses of llamas, and give each child the op-
portunity to pet a live llama and have a
photo taken.

On July 24 at 3 p.m., Gloria Gilbert Sto-
ga, president and founder of Puppies Be-
hind Bars, along with Acton, Mass., police
officer Jonathan Stackhouse and his dog
Zane, will give a presentation on how the
program’s dogs are raised and trained by
prison inmates to work with police de-
partments. There will be a demonstra-
tion of some of the 92 commands that
Zane has been taught. This will be an
outdoor, in-person library event.

The Cornwall Garden Club: A private
tour of the Wethersfield Garden in
Amenia, NY, with head gardener Toshi
Yano on July 15, 11 a.m to 2 p.m. 4

Tour and box lunch. This event =
is now full.

Rock Band Camp: Musicians ages
10-16 are invited to develop skills
on their instrument of choice, or
voice, and learn parts to play and
perform songs together as a band.
Daily sessions will be held at the
Union, from July 19 to 23 from 10

Real Summer

July is when the season gets real. Hot days
and steamy nights, and hot dogs on the
grill. It's always real for the Chronicle’s fiscal
health so, while the hot dog buns are toast-
ing, write us a check. The mustard will taste
better if you do. Thanks!

AM. to 2:30 p.m. The camp costs $395 per
student (financial aid is available) and stu-
dents must register by July 15. For more

details, visit replaymusicstudios.com/rock-
‘ band-camp-ct. A public perfor-

/ teachers will be held on July

23 at 2 p.m. in West Corn-

not finalized by the time this is-

sue went to print, so check the web-

‘ mance by students and
y 4 &
o\
wall. The exact location was
site, or @replayrockschool on Instagram.

Cornwall Conservation Trust

Barton Jones will host “Co-existing with
Beavers” on Sunday, July 18, at 4 p.m. at
Rattlesnake Preserve where he will talk
about the benefits of beavers and how to
best co-exist with them.

Terry Burke and Barton Jones will intro-
duce two new short trails (20 to 40 minutes)
on Saturday, July 24, at 9:30 a.m. at Hare
Preserve.

Katherine Freygang will lead a 30-
40-minute walk at Hart Farm Preserve on
Saturday, July 31, at 9:30 a.m. Bring a snack.

Rose Algrant Show: Cornwall artists inter-
ested in participating in the 62" Rose Al-
grant Art Show, please send applica-
tions no later than July 21. Application
form and instructions can be found at
rosealgrantartshow.org/to-artists. The ex-
hibition will be from August 6 to 8 at
Cornwall Consolidated School.

Democratic Town Committee: The
Cornwall DTC caucus will be
held on Sunday, July 25 at 4
p.M. via Zoom. All registered
Cornwall Democrats can vote.
Please request a Zoom invita-
tion by emailing richard
wolkowitz@yahoo.com.

Cornwall Affordable Hous-
ing Plan Committee meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, July 26, at 4 p.M. via
Zoom. Please email cwlselectmen@
optonline.net for information.

Republican Town Committee: The
Cornwall RTC will be having its
caucus to nominate candidates for
the November 2021 municipal elec-
tion on July 27 at 7 p.m. in the Cornwall Li-
brary on Pine Street. All registered Republi-
cans are encouraged to attend.

Art in Cornwall
Robert Andrew Parker’s “Works on Pa-
per” continues at the library until July 24.

Camilla Marie Dahl’s artwork will be on
view at the library beginning on July 28.

The Souterrain Gallery will continue
to showcase the works of Hannah Jung
through July.

National Iron Bank Cornwall Bridge
will display the work of local textile design-
er Joy Setton starting July 30. A reception
with jazz music and light fare will be held
from 2 to 5 p.m.

Weekly Black Lives Matter Vigils: Sun-
days at 2:30 p.m. in Cornwall Bridge.

Chronicle Calendar Editor: Christina Gyor-
sok retired in March after five years as the
editor for the community calendar carried
in print in every monthly issue of the
Chronicle and continuously online on the
cornwallct.org website. Cara Weigold has
taken over her responsibilities and can
be contacted at the same email address:
calendar@cornwallchronicle.org.
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, wed be glad to mail the
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796.
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at: info@cornwallchronicle.org
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See the Cornwall Barnyard Animals

40+ painted plywood cut-outs of cows, pigs, and roosters have been installed at 14
different locations around Cornwall for the summer. Visit our website for a map with
the animal locations.

Vote for Best Cornwall Barnyard Animals

Your votes will determine the Best Cornwall Barnyard Animals. There are two
categories for each animal: Most Realistic and Most Creative. Each winner receives
a $50 prize! All voting is online on our website.

Welcome party for the Cornwall Barnyard Animals

The official welcome party will be in September. It is open and free to all. Stay tuned
for date and location of this party.

CornwallAssociation.org

Ths project is generously supported by the Cornwall Foundation, Cornwall’s
Economic Development Commission, and the National Iron Bank
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Sabirdag MAP STORIES
July'3 New exhibition opens for
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August 7 Celebrating the exhibition
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Are you
Registered as an

Unaffiliated Voter?

If you did not select a political party when you registered, then you are listed as
Unaffiliated. That may have been your choice at the time, but now may be a time to
consider changing your registration to join the Democratic Party or the Republican Party.

Both parties will be holding caucuses later this month to endorse candidates for the
upcoming Municipal Elections in November, and you have to be registered with a party if
you want to have a vote at that party's caucus to nominate candidates for Selectmen,
and for all the Town Boards and Commissions.

Politics is not a spectator sport! You vote every year, why not consider joining a party
and getting involved in making policy and selecting candidates. Participate and have
your voice heard!

To be sure your change in party affiliation is completed in time for the caucus you can
visit https://voterregistration.ct.gov/ no later than July 20.

The Democratic Caucus will be held July 25 at 4pm via Zoom.
The Republican Caucus will be held Tuesday, July 27 at 7pm at The Cornwall Library.

If you need more information about either registering to vote or changing your
registration contact cwlregistrar@gmail.com.

Let Your Voice be Heard!
Get Registered with the Party of your Choice!

This message is paid for by the Cornwall Democratic and Republican Town Committees




