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A Captive
Audience

If there is one thing 18th-century readers en-
joyed almost as much as political pamphlets,
it was a good captivity narrative. Long before
true-crime podcasts and memoirs of survival
dominated bestseller lists, Americans eager-
ly consumed tales of imprisonment, hard-
ship, and endurance, often at the hands of
Native Americans. In 1779, this crowded
genre got what is arguably its most influen-
tial entry courtesy of Cornwall-raised Ethan
Allen, hero of the Green Mountain Boys and
captor of Fort Ticonderoga. A Narrative of
Colonel Ethan Allen’s Captivity manages to be
both a patriotic tract and a remarkably enter-
taining travelogue of suffering.

The premise is straightforward enough:
captured during an ill-fated attempt to take
Montreal in 1775, Allen spends years being
shuffled from prison ship to prison cell, in-
sulted by British officers, deprived of decent
food, and generally treated in a manner that
confirms every revolutionary suspicion about
the cruelties of the Crown. Lesser men might
have come out of the experience broken. In-
stead, Allen emerges, at least on the page,
more convinced than ever that he is Ethan
Allen—a man worthy of his reputation.

Allen writes with the confidence of a man
who never once doubted he was the most in-
teresting person in the room. British officers

threaten him; Allen responds with defiance.
Captors attempt to humble him; Allen re-
counts the episode in a way that somehow
makes him look taller. When Lord Cornwal-
lis offers the insult that “The quarterdeck is
for gentlemen,” to a strolling Allen, he re-
sponds. “That’s why I am here.”

It's worth noting that before he moved to
Vermont and became famous as a Green Moun-
tain Boy, Allen and his brothers were raised
here in Cornwall. Cornwall was then a rough
edge of New England society, and Allen’s land
speculation and legal disputes here helped
shape the fiercely independent outlook and
combative personality that would later make
him a revolutionary celebrity.

Modern readers may notice that Allen oc-
casionally allows patriotism to overtake pre-
cision. A 1944 New York Times article de-
scribed it as a “first-class, rooting, tooting,
shooting melodrama, as full of action as four
reels of a Western film, done by a master of
lurid narrative.” The villains are very villain-
ous, the heroes admirably heroic, and coinci-
dences seem arranged for maximum dra-
matic effect. Yet this is hardly a defect.
Captivity narratives were not merely records
of events; they were moral performances.
Readers expected suffering, perseverance,
and vindication. Allen delivers all three with
the enthusiasm the moment demands.

Prison ships stink. Guards are cruel. Free-

dom s preferable. The Rev-

olutionary cause emerges

not from lofty rhetoric, but from the tangible
experiences of one imprisoned patriot. In the
preface, Allen writes of his wish to expose
“the cruel and relentless disposition and be-
haviour of the enemy,” so that Americans
could draw their own conclusions. Instead of
discussing the war through congressional
resolutions or military dispatches, he pres-
ents it through hunger, confinement, insults,
and uncertainty. The result is propaganda of
a particularly effective sort: it feels personal
rather than official.

“More of our young rebel soldiers died
in captivity in New York than in all the
fighting of the revolution,” said documen-
tarian Rick Moulton (Ethan Allen: The Man
& The Myth). “The account stirred patriotic
anger and heightened support for the revo-
lution as spirits were lagging.”

Robert Bell published Allen’s account.
Bell himself had already entered revolution-
ary history by publishing Thomas Paine’s
Common Sense three years earlier. Bell serial-
ized Allen’s account, releasing cliffhanger-
like sections in the newspaper, the Pennsyl-
vania Packet, before offering the book for
sale on its own. Historians describe Allen’s
narrative as an “instant best-seller,” a re-
markable achievement in a nation whose
publishing industry was still in its infancy.
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(continued from page 1) highest honor in the statewide Red, White, Goodbye to Friends
and Blue competition for “outstanding Kenneth James Mackenzie
Allen’s captivity narrative gave Ameri- school” —the second time CCS has won the Richard Robert Stover
cans exactly what they wanted at a time they ~ honor.
needed it most: a patriotic adventure, a first- At the gravesite, the students revealed for Welcome
hand indictment of British conduct, and a the first time the results of a LiDAR study Rosie Lee Abate

homegrown hero who survived against the
odds.
—Bill McClane

Honoring an Overlooked
War Hero

On Memorial Day at Cornwall’s Calhoun
Cemetery, a gravestone was added for vet-
eran Robin Starr, an enslaved soldier who
served in the Continental Army during the
Revolutionary War. It also honored Rob-
in’s wife, Lily Starr, and her first husband,
Jack Freedom.

The marker was the result of a year-
long project by the Cornwall Consolidat-
ed School’s seventh grade. According to the
students” exhibit in the Cornwall Historical
Society, the class investigated “evidence
that supports the likelihood that
enslaved American Revolution
soldier Robin (Robert) Starr
was buried in a previously
unmarked location in the
Calhoun Cemetery.” The
stone was placed next to the
gravestones of Abel Starr
and Josiah Starr, Robin Starr’s
son and grandson.

According to a presentation by
the students at the Cornwall Memorial
Day commemoration, “Robin Starr, Lily,
and Jack Freedom were buried in the back
of the cemetery because they were Black.
They have no marker,” but now “they will
be remembered in stone.”

Robin Starr was born in Guinea, West Af-
rica. He fought in the Revolutionary War
from 1777 to 1783 and was wounded in his
first and last battles (Danbury and York-
town). Starr was the first Black soldier to re-
ceive the Badge of Military Merit (now
known as the Purple Heart) from George
Washington for his years of service, and for
having demonstrated “bravery, fidelity, and
good conduct.” After the war, he moved to
Southbury, then to Cornwall. Starr eventual-
ly settled on the Sharon side of the Housaton-
icRiver in a community of formerly enslaved
and free Black families called Guinea Town,
which spanned both the Sharon and Corn-
wall Bridge sides of the river.

CCS students participated in Corn-
wall’s America 250 Committee and present-
ed their research to the Board of Selectmen.
At their request, the board proclaimed Feb-
ruary 8 Robin Starr Day, to commemorate
the day he made his final payment for his
freedom on February 8, 1781. Students also
testified before the Connecticut Freedom
Trail committee, which has added Robin
Starr and Guinea Town to its list of 160 no-
table historic sites in Connecticut.

Celebrating the students” work, the sec-
retary of state this spring awarded CCS the

just completed for the state archeologist’s of-
fice, which found seven unmarked graves at
the site the students have hypothesized was
the burial location for Robin Starr and others.
The students concluded their Memorial
Day presentation with this: “Being buried in
an unmarked grave in the back of the ceme-
tery is an injustice. Choosing to let the mem-
ory of Robin Starr and his patriotic family
fade away is wrong. We want to have more

of a complete picture of our history.”
—Jill Cutler and Jeremy Brecher

Goodbye RSVP, Hello RSVP

“You say goodbye, and I say hello.”

Paraphrasing Sir Paul, we are saying
goodbye and hello to RSVP. The iconic West
Cornwall restaurant run by chef Guy Birster
and Charles Cilona for 25 years served its fi-

nal meal last December. Meanwhile, ac-

claimed chef Bolivar Hilario plans to re-

open with the same name in the same
location this summer.

Guy Birster was born in Alise-
Saint-Reine, a small town in France

near Dijon. He learned

kitchen skills from his fa-

who earned an award for

best baker in France. At 17,

Guy began training to be a pro-

fessional chef and has worked in kitchens

ever since. Charles Cilona was born and

raised in Chicago. After college, he pursued a

career in theater and found restaurant work
steady income between acting jobs.

Charles and Guy met and started
working together in California in 1990.

In 2005, the couple moved east and
opened a bistro in West Cornwall.
Five years later, RSVP was born.
Dining at RSVP was an intimate
experience, with fewer than 20
seats and the food prepared in
plain view by chef Guy. Most
nights after service, delighted
patrons would offer Guy a
round of applause. “It was like a
show opening each night,” said
Charles. “We prepped all week, and
then the curtain went up on Friday
night. We even had an intermission!”

While Guy took care of the kitchen,
Charles did everything else: handling reser-
vations, setting tables, shopping for last-min-
ute items, serving, and paying the bills. He
insisted on speaking with every customer
before they arrived to confirm their table and
explain the unusual French dining experi-
ence: prix fixe, a chef’s choice, six-course
menu with no substitutions, and BYOB.

The formula was wildly successful, at-
tracting diners from as far away as California
and including many regular local celebrities
such as Milo$ Forman, Henry Kissinger, and

ther,

to Marissa and Dylan Abate

Kieran Arthur Grennan Gingert
to Kira Grennan and Jacob Gingert

Congratulations

Colin Bixler to Luana Goulet

Land Transfers

Kirk and Cynthia Harrington to Joshua and
Kristine Collins, property with all
appurtenances at 39 Cemetery Hill Road
for $1,250,000

Rodney and Marsha Smith to Peter and Bente
Busby, 3.779 acres at Warren Hill Road
for $10,000

Rodney and Marsha Smith to Stephen and
Susan Saccardi, .727 acres at Warren Hill Road
for $2,500

Conan O'Brien. But all good things must
come to an end. With Charles approaching
89 and Guy a sprightly 78, the curtain came
down on their version of RSVP for the final
time last winter.

Enter stage right, Bolivar Hilario, 38.
Born in Guerrero, Mexico, and raised in
Florida, he was inspired to get into the
restaurant business by his mother’s cook-
ing. After numerous stints in kitchens
across Connecticut, he landed jobs at sever-
al restaurants in New York City.

But it was under the tutelage of Idan El-

kon at Shoji, a high-end sushi restaurant in
Tribeca, that his world “was
turned upside down.” He said,
“It was where I learned why and
what I like to cook: traditional,
minimal, healthy, and simple.”
Shoji earned a rare three-star rat-
ing from Peter Wells at the New
York Times.

When Covid hit, Bolivar retreat-
ed to Connecticut and ended up at
Swyft, the casual farm-to-table tav-
ern in Kent. While there, he de-
signed a nine-course tasting menu for
the upstairs dining room, Ore Hill. Soon
after, he moved to Community Table in
New Preston as executive chef. After only
two years there, he led them to the presti-
gious Connecticut Restaurant Association’s

Restaurant of the Year Award.

After all the experience and acclaim at
others” restaurants, Bolivar was looking to
create his own unique place. When the op-
portunity to take over RSVP presented itself,
he jumped at it. “This came at the right time.
It’s a little scary, but sometimes you have to
take a dive and see what you can do.”

Bolivar describes his concept for RSVP as
“a roller coaster of flavors in your mouth,
each bite leaving you desiring the next
course, like a symphony.” It will be a chef’s



JULY 2026

CORNWALL CHRONICLE

3

choice, prix fixe menu with seven courses
and two seatings each night, initially on
Thursday through Saturday. Calling upon
his eclectic experience, he anticipates pre-
paring and serving “local ingredients in a
mix of French, Mexican, Italian, and Japa-
nese cuisines.” He expects to open in early
July. Stop by and say “hello” to Bolivar!
—Bob Meyers

Tall Trees

Although I spent hours roaming the forest
on my family’s farm, my obsession with trees
did not materialize until I saw the great
French oak trees during a visit to Versailles in
1978. It was there, during a lecture in an allée
of oaks, that I grasped the fact that trees do
not live forever. What I assumed were

the original trees, planted by King

Louis XVI two hundred years be-

fore, were the second planting

of that magnificent forest. Trees

are our connection to the past as

well as the seed trees for our future.

Just as our lives are limited, so are the lives of
our trees. That understanding forged a life-
long love for the giants of our forest.

When the colonists first came to Ameri-
ca in the 1600s, their first impact on the land
was the removal of the forest to construct
their dwellings, cook their food, and heat
their homes. Trees played a critical role in
the economic success of the American expe-
rience. By the early 1900s, much of New
England had been deforested. In response,
concerned citizens and individual property
owners, who understood the value of heri-
tage trees, convinced the federal and local
governments to set aside preserved areas to
save them.

In Cornwall, we are blessed with sever-
al areas where citizens have left us legacy
trees. The Gold Preserve, purchased by
Theodore Gold in 1870, is one of the oldest
planted forests in the region. Its tallest tree
is 155 feet tall, the tallest in Connecticut.
The preserve is located next to the Cornwall
Conservation Trust’s Day Preserve, just be-
hind the new Little Guild building.

The Ballyhack Preserve, first protected
by the Day family and later by the CCT as
an old-growth forest, holds the second tall-
est and oldest white pine in Connecticut,
estimated at 200 years old and an amazing
149 feet tall.

A weeping willow in West Cornwall is
registered with the state’s Notable Trees
Project as a “Connecticut Champion,” the
name for the largest documented example
of a species in the state. Its circumference is
19 feet 9 inches, and it is 95 feet tall and 72
feet wide. I am unable to locate the tree, but
I assume it is nestled behind someone’s old
homestead in West Cornwall.

The most notable forest in Cornwall is,
of course, Cathedral Pines, where the oldest
tree was over 300 years old and 172 feet tall
before the tornado of 1989 ripped through.
This forest existed because of a 1691 edict,
when King James restricted the cutting of

white pines larger than 24” diameter in the
New England colonies. The king preserved
these stately trees as potential ship masts
for the English fleet.

Thoreau saw trees as living temples or
teachers from which to learn lessons of na-
ture. “Forest bathing” is a Japanese practice
of immersing oneself in nature to improve
health and reduce stress. Have you hugged a
tree today? If not, take a walk in Ballyhack
and experience the awesome effect that this
forest can provide.

— Bruce Bennett

Active Reading in Cornwall

According to the National Endowment for
the Arts, daily leisure reading in the U.S. is
at its lowest point in two decades. In
Cornwall, we have a terrific library
that nurtures interest in books for
all ages, and three active book
clubs that are bucking this trend
and have been meeting here,

some for decades.

Ann Gold is a member of the longest con-
tinuous book club in Cornwall. Formed in
1991 by women who loved to read, the origi-
nal group included Sandy Dolinsky, Becky
Gold, Nora Horan, and Ginny Potter, who, at
the time, was the town librarian. Ann says
the decision to keep it an all-women’s group
was to encourage all members to participate
and share their perspectives. Over its 35
years, membership has held steady at
roughly eight to ten people who meet each
month. They read fiction mostly, from
Thomas Hardy’s Jude the Obscure to Gabri-
elle Zevin’'s Tomorrow, and Tomorrow and
Tomorrow, with the occasional non-fiction
title thrown in. They are drawn to books
with events and themes that echo
those of our present time. Their only
rule is that the book be available in
paperback.

Ed Greene and Andrea Geisser
founded a men’s book group in
2013. Men friends got together and, out
of inertia, the group has not reached out to
expand. They read mostly nonfiction:
American and world history, biog-
raphy, economics, science, and
the natural world, with occasion-
al forays into fiction and mys-
tery. Recent reads include Simon Win-
chester’s The Breath of the Gods and Robert
Moor’s On Trails. They meet at the library,
with Zoom available to members who can’t
attend in person.

Raymonde Burke started Cornwall’s
newest book club, The Schoolhouse Book
Club, just a year ago. This co-ed group has
four men and five women members, includ-
ing two married couples and this author.
Our reading list has been mostly fiction with
one nonfiction title so far. We read classic and
contemporary authors, as long as the book is
under 300 pages, to ensure everyone can fin-
ish by the next meeting. We meet in person
every five to six weeks at our homes, and the
host rotates. Most of the books we've select-

ed would not have been on my reading list,
and have often introduced me to authors,
stories, and issues I wouldn’t have discov-
ered on my own. We seem drawn to stories
of displacement, upheaval, and finding a
home, from Alan Paton’s Cry the Beloved
Country to Barbara Kingsolver’s Demon Cop-
perhead. Our discussions easily migrate from
the page to what is happening in our country
and the world today. Our meetings quickly
become a combination of an invigorating dis-
cussion of the book and a social get-together.

One characteristic shared by all three
book clubs described is that they are primar-
ily populated by older readers. I was unable
to find a club with younger people, although
I am told that some have come and gone in
the past. But reading for pleasure to engage
in stimulating conversation is alive and well
in Cornwall. All three groups are open to
new members. —Will Treem

Cornwall Briefs

* Changes at the library. After nearly 15
years of service as the library director, Mar-
garet Haske has stepped down to reduce
her hours and focus solely on traditional li-
brary functions like handling the circula-
tion desk. The board is currently seeking a
new executive director to manage the li-
brary’s growing number of programs.
* CCS tuition program “under review.”
Principal Leanne Maguire informs us that
“current families enrolled through the pro-
gram will see no changes to their children’s
educational programming during this re-
view period.” According to Maguire, “there
were several unplanned financial circum-
stances” that caused budget overages, ne-
cessitating the review. An update is expect-
ed in the coming weeks.
* CVFD needs your water. Do you
have a pond or large body of water on
your property? Members of the Corn-
wall Volunteer Fire Department
would like to hear from you. They
are actively recruiting homeown-
ers to help them install water hy-
drants throughout the town. If you
want to be a good neighbor AND help low-
er our fire insurance rating, contact the fire
chief at chief@cornwallfire.org.
* New executive chef at The Pink House.
Marina Munoz, co-owner, creative director,
and general manager of the Pink House, has
hired the fourth head chef. Dylan Goff, a
Connecticut native, was previously sous chef
at Community Table in New Preston.
* Welcome Jason Davenport to our high-
way maintenance crew.
* Two new pickleball courts will be in-
stalled over the summer at Foote Field.
—Bob Meyers

Congratulations
CCS 2026 Grads!

Eight eighth-graders graduated from Corn-
wall Consolidated School on June 16: Franco

(continued on page 4)
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Aburto, Clare Barbosa, Willow Berry, Skylar
Brown, Izabella Coppola, Vivienne DiRocco,
Willa Lesch, and Halley Villa Arpi. All plan
to attend Housatonic Valley Regional High
School except Clare Barbosa, who will attend
Oliver Wolcott Technical School, and Willa
Lesch, whois undecided at this time. Awards
included Willa Lesch, Academic Achieve-
ment; Willow Berry, VFW Citizenship
Award; and Izabella Coppola, the Dottie
Hermann Award. — Annie Kosciusko

TAXES ARE DUE

The first installment of real estate, personal
property, and motor vehicle taxes on the
Grand List of October 1, 2025, is due July 1,
2026. Payments must be postmarked by Au-
gust 3, 2026, to avoid interest. Any tax bills
not received/postmarked by August 3 will be
considered delinquent, and interest will be
charged at the rate of 1.5% per month and a
fraction thereof (including July).

CHANGE IN OFFICE HOURS: Taxes
may be paid at the tax office on Mondays, 1
to 4 r.m., and Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to noon, or
sent by mail to: Cornwall Tax Collector, P.O.
Box 97, Cornwall, CT, 06753. You may pay
your taxes online with a credit or debit
card, as well, for a fee. Visit cornwallct.org/

government/town-offices.
—Rebecca Juchert-Derungs, CCMC

Events & Announcements

Celebrate America’s 250th with the town’s
Fourth of July Parade. Line up at 2:30 p.m.
Sam Waterston to speak afterward. Ice
Cream Social at the historical society, 1 to 4
p.M. (See insert.)

Cornwall Conservation Trust

Explore Ballyhack Preserve with Jean
Bouteiller on Saturday, July 11, 10 a.m. Park
on Route 125 across from Dibble Hill Road.

CCT congratulates 12 local college stu-
dents who received 2026 student grants.
From Cornwall: Hayden Bell, Nathan Ben-
jamin, Robert Happy, Boden Johnson, Si-
mon Markow, Manasseh Matsudaira, and
Dana Saccardi. Each is pursuing conserva-
tion-related degrees.

250 and Counting

Cornwall’s been making history since before
there was a nation to celebrate. Help us keep
up: PO Box 6, West Cornwall 06796, or online.

Cornwall Park & Recreation

July Fest on the Cornwall Village Green,
July 12, 3 to 8 p.M. (See insert.)

No senior lunch, social, or breakfast in July.

Drop-in pickleball on Thursdays from 6
to 8 p.m. at Foote Field. Adults only. All lev-
els welcome.

Calling local artisans and businesses for
the 5th Taste of Cornwall on August 8. Ap-

ply at park.recreation@cornwallct.gov.

Cornwall Garden Club

A morning with Cornwall botanical art-
ist April Stewart Klausner. Sunday, July 12,
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Limited to 12 people.
RSVP to cornwallgardenclubl@gmail.com
by July 8. Free.

Gardener’s Gab at the Pink House, Fri-
day, July 24, 10 to 11:30 a.m. RSVP by
Wednesday, July 22.

At the Cornwall Library

Summer In Pastels class with Collette
Hurst, Saturdays, July 11, 18, 25, from 10 to
11:30 A.m. Fee is $75 for three classes.

Author talk: Rebecca Chace, Talking to
the Wolf (a novel), in conversation with
Franny Taliaferro. Saturday, July 18, 5 p.m.

Studio talk: Artist Carl D’Alvia and
Dina Shaulov-Wright, July 25, 5 p.m. Recep-
tion to follow. Space is very limited.
Register for events at cornwalllibrary.org.

Children’s Programs at the Library

Storybook Hour with Rita Delgado.
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. to noon, and Satur-
day, July 18, from 10:30 A.M. to noon.

Michael Hilby: The Skinny German
Juggle Boy, featuring circus skills for all.
Wednesday, July 15, 1 p.m.

cARTie Art Museum Bus, interactive
art, Thursday, July 16, 11 A.m. to 1 p.m.

“All About Black Bears” with Master
Wildlife Conservationist Ginny Apple, Fri-
day, July 17, 10 a.m.

The Whalemobile at town hall. Climb
inside a life-sized inflatable humpback
whale. Thursday, July 30, 1 to 3 p.m.

All programs are free, thanks to the
Cornwall Foundation. RSVP via email at

CornwalllibraryYA@gmail.com.

Cornwall Woman’s Society Annual Rum-
mage Sale, July 18 to 20. (See insert.)

Colonial Era Picnic & Dance, July 25, 7 p.m.
Bring your own picnic.

Grumbling Gryphons presents The Adven-
tures of Pinocchio: If Truth Be Told, written
and directed by Leslie Elias, Friday, July 31,
5:30 p.Mm. Outdoors at 29 Lake Road, West
Cornwall; if rain: HVRHS.

Voter Registration and Absentee Ballots
for Democratic Gubernatorial Primary: In
order to vote in the August 11 primary, new
Democratic voter registrations need to be
received via mail by July 24 and the in-per-
son registration deadline is noon on August
10. A registration session will be held at
town hall on July 28 from 1 to 3 p.m. Absen-
tee ballots will be available starting July 21
during regular town clerk hours. Ballots
must be returned by 8 p.m. Primary Day,
August 11. Early Voting will start on Au-
gust 3 and run through August 9. Only reg-
istered Democrats can vote in this primary.

Cornwall Historical Society

Hidden Histories Walking Tour by
Doug Gold, August 1, 10 a.m. Free, RSVP
required.

Summer Party and Auction, August 1,
5:30 to 8:30 r.m., $75 per person, RSVP by
July 27.

2026 Friends of Rose Algrant Art Show,
August 7 to 9. Artist applications (Cornwall
residents 18+) due July 22. No late entries!

rosealgrantartshow.org.

Cornwall Fuel Group pools resources for
better prices on heating oil and propane.
Contact richard wolkowitz@yahoo.com.

Hammond Beach is open
daily from noon to 7 p.m
for the summer. Email

HBeach@Cornwallct.gov
for beach pass (required) or

classes.
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CORNWALL WOMAN'S SOCIETY
ANNUAL

JULY 18-19-20

2026

SATURDAY 9-2
SUNDAY I11-2
MONDAY 9-i12

# a bag, bargain day! everything must go!
MOHAWK SKI LODGE - CORNWALL VILLAGE GREEN

foed tuucks at bsth lecationas !

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO



Depatisn guide !

ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE CLEAN, USABLE, & SELLABLE

CORNWALL TOWN HALL

MONDAY, JULY I3 - WEDNESDAY, JULY I5, 10-12
Thiee daya only!

BETTER QUALITY FURNITURE, LAMPS, FINE ART

MOHAWK SKI LODGE

TUESDAY, JULY 7 - WEDNESDAY, JULY I5, 9-12
Outdser tents o avneur bocatisn, follsur signa.

CLOTHING, FOOTWEAR € ACCESSORIES FOR ALL AGES.
JEWELRY, TOYS, MUSIC, MOVIES, VIDEO GAMES, PUZILES, GAMES, LINENS, BEDDING.
CURTAINS, TEXTILES, DISHES, CERAMICS, GLASSWARE, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, PRINTS,
BASKETS, (LESSER QUALITY) FURNITURE, SPORTING GOODS.

UCC PARISH HOUSE

TUESDAY, JULY 7 - WEDNESDAY, JULY I5, 9-12
BOOKS, SMALL ELECTRONICS, STATIONERY

PLEASE NO:

LARGE APPLIANCES, LARGE EXERCISE EQUIPMENT, MATTRESSES,
TV'S, COMPUTERS, OUTDATED SAFETY STANDARD CAR SEATS OR
OTHER BABY EQUIPMENT, STUFFED ANIMALS, ENCYCLOPEDIAS,
TEXTBOOKS, MAGAZINES

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! CONTACT: CBTHIBAULT@GMAIL.COM



HELP US RAISE THE ROOF AT
THE CORNWALL CHILD CENTER!

For more than 50 years,
the CORNWALL CHILD CENTER has supported
local children and families. We need to replace our
30-year-old roof, and a new metal roof with gutters
and snow guards will cost $60,000 and last S0 years.

The Northwest CT Community Foundation has
recognized the Cornwall Child Center’s value to the
community and has generously offered to
match all donations up to $30,000
through the NW Corner Gives Program
running until July 22!

Every dollar you give will be matched.

Please help us raise the roof for more generations at
the Child Center!

Donate by July 22 to qualify for the match.
Questions? Contact KarenDoeblin@gmail.com.
Donate here: www.northwestcornergives.org

Or scan the QR code below.
Sincerely,
The Board of Directors
Dara Burke Ali Lesch
Jane Carlen Brittany McAllister
Karen Doeblin Jaimee Marano
Caitlin Evans Betsy Peterson
Eiseley Kotchoubey Rebecca Rehnberg

Chet Krayewski







7/4
3pm

7/4

7/12
3—8pm

7/25
6—-8pm

8/1
4pm

8/8
4-8pm
8/15
1-3pm
8/21-8/23

9/12
10-3pm

ZSOTH

ANNIVERSARY
SUMMER SCHEDULE

4" of July Parade | Following the parade, Sam Waterston will

address the community on the legacy of the Declaration of Independence

and parade awards will be given.

Exhibit open 10—4, Ice Cream Social 1-4

Cornwall Park & Recreation July Fest
Music, Food Trucks, Games

Picnic & Dance Colonial Era
Bring your own picnic, dancing starts at 7pm - no experience
required.

Book Talk Adam Van Doren | In the Founders’ Footsteps,
Landmarks of the Revolution

Cornwall Park & Recreation Taste of Cornwall
America 250" Themed

Warren Stevens Militia Outfitting

200th Anniversary of North Cornwall Meeting House
Lecture, Concert & Reception, Special Worship - visit
http:] | www.nccincornwall.org/ news for more information

Agricultural Commission Ag Fair | Quilts and 9/11 25"
Anniversary

Militia Days - Cornwall Green by Lazlo Gyorsok

Cornwall Village Green
Pine Street

Cornwall Historical Society
7 Pine Street

Cornwall Village Green
Pine Street

Foote Field
Furnace Brook Road

Cornwall Library
Pine Street

Cornwall Village Green
Pine Street

Cornwall Historical Society
7 Pine Street

North Cornwall Meeting
House 115 Town Street

Cornwall Village Green
Pine Street

MORE INFO
(=] gz [
e -
S
L

cornwallct.org/ametica-250






. CORNWALL CONSERVATION COMMISSION:
IDENTIFY, REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF INVASIVE PLANTS

Flowering plants can continue maturing and produce seeds even after
pulling. Bagging them in black plastic will kill the plant. The seeds will

become non-viable after two months. Leaving the bag in the sun will G A R L I c M U s T A R D

speed this process.
ALLIARIA PETIOLATA

For adventurous cooks!
Here’s another disposal method:
enjoy the young leaves in salads or
pesto. Check online for recipes.

MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT oCcT NOV

FLOWERING
PULL (SEEDLINGS) : : :
SPRAY 'SPRAY
- Treatment, Treatment, Adapted from the Connecticut Invasive Plant
mechanical herbicidal Management Calendar produced by the Connecticut

Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG).

WARNING: GARLIC BREATH

Originally brought from Europe in the 1800s as a food source (its
leaves are edible), Garlic Mustard now proliferates largely in the
East and Midwest. It’s not picky; it grows in both wet and dry soils,
in full shade and full sun, but tends to spread most aggressively

in moist woodland areas. Appearing early in the spring, its dense
patches crowd out native plants, starting with spring wildflowers.
Garlic Mustard also releases allelopathic compounds into the soil

that disturb beneficial fungi and inhibit native species.
This insert made possible by funding from The Cornwall Foundation. Illustrations by Cindy Kirk.



Garlic Mustard is a biennial, taking two years to mature and set seed. In the
first year, the leaves are kidney-shaped and form a low rosette; in the second,
the plant “bolts,” displaying triangular leaves set alternately on stems that grow
up to three feet tall. Clusters of small, four-petaled white flowers appear in
April. The white root has a kink just below the soil surface. The leaves, when
crushed, emit a garlicky smell.

Garlic Mustard reproduces by seed only. Immediately after flowering,
slender erect pods form, containing rows of small black oblong seeds. A
single plant can produce thousands of seeds, which can remain viable in
the soil for up to ten years.

Removal/Control

Start in April and pull the plants before the seed pods form in late May.
Slowly pull from the stem base to easily remove the plant, roots and all.
Especially be on the lookout for locations with few plants: pulling those
will help stop new infestations. Pulling the first-
year rosettes is effective, but be careful—they
closely resemble some native species. After
pulling, smaller infested areas can be
mulched with a three-inch (minimum)
layer of wood chips to suppress growth.
GARLIC MUSTARD Use herbicide only as a last resort for very
INVASIVE PLANT FACTSHEET: heavy patches. Monitor the pulled areas in
subsequent years for regrowth.

UCONN Extension guide to identification, control and
disposal. bit.ly/ece_garlic
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