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Birthday Heroics

Thursday, May 18, was a special day for
Yarosh Semenov; his 11th birthday. He cel-
ebrated with his mom, Ksenia, her partner,
Will Schenk, and Will’s sons in their home
on Popple Swamp Road. The festivities in-
cluded roasting marshmallows in their fire
pitand everyone headed off to bed by 9 p.m.

Yarosh was suddenly awakened by a
rush of heat in the bedroom he shares with
Will’s sons. He peered out the window and
saw the barn on fire. It was 9:50 p.m.

He began yelling to wake everyone in
the house. Aroused from a deep sleep, Will
wondered why Yarosh was screaming until
he looked into his backyard and saw an or-
ange glow. Ksenia immediately called 911
and reported the fire. Will then ran out to
move his two Teslas, parked next to the
barn. He burned his fingers just touching
the handles. Realizing the severity of the
fire, his focus shifted back to getting every-
one dressed and out of the house, including
both dogs. Less than 10 minutes after the
911 call, firemen arrived. Soon Will’s cars
were engulfed in flames, along with two
propane tanks and a nearby generator. As
the trees around the barn were beginning to
burn, Will was concerned the fire would
jump to his 19th-century-era home.

Engine companies from Cornwall, War-

ren, Kent, Sharon, Goshen, Falls Village
and Washington responded, fighting the
fire into the night. “Only after the firefight-
ers wedged themselves between the house
and what remained of the barn, did I realize
the house was safe,” Will said. The last
units departed just after 1 a.m.; the fire fi-
nally extinguished.

The origin of the blaze has not yet been
determined, although the batteries from the
two electric cars were ruled out as a cause.

The family was left “frazzled,” ponder-
ing just how much worse it could have
been. Will explained, “Yeah, a bunch of
stuff was lost, but it can all be replaced. But
we kept saying, ‘what if...” What would
have happened if Yarosh hadn’t alerted us
to the fire? What if the fire company hadn’t
gotten there so quickly?”

So, the entire family is grateful to the
birthday boy for his heroic actions and the
volunteers who quickly responded from all
the neighboring town fire departments.
The family spent the night at Will’s sister’s
house in Litchfield, and everyone was back
home in Cornwall by Friday morning.

—Bob Meyers

Grand Tour Redux:
Postcards from Cornwall

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the
natural beauty and rural charm of the
Northwest Corner—combined with in-
creasingly accessible car and rail travel—
brought what we now call “tourism” to our
area. Visitors documented their visits—and
communicated them to family and friends—
with picture postcards, the subject of the
exhibition “Touring the Countryside: Post-
cards from Cornwall, Kent, and Warren” at
the Cornwall Historical Society from Satur-
day, July 1.

First used in the late 19th century —and
peaking in the first three decades of the
20th century —picture postcards were, as
exhibition curator Suzie Fateh says, “like
today’s selfies, pinning memories of partic-
ular places and good times.” The exhibi-
tion, a collaboration between the Cornwall,
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Kent, and Warren historical societies and
supported by a grant from Connecticut Hu-
manities, an affiliate of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, will provide
a lively historical tour of Cornwall and the
two towns on its southern border through
vintage postcards and memorabilia, in-
cluding early bicycle maps and excursion
brochures.

The other exhibition at the society "«

this summer reminds us that the history
of our watershed, hills, and people is more
nuanced than our visitors may have appre-

ciated. “Housatonic,” organized by Corn- b
wall artist Paper Buck, documents the % /“

on social and ecological legacies that
impact the present life of the Housa-
tonic and its communities. The
exhibit will include Buck’s pho-
tographs, a large handmade map,
a sculpture by Richard Klein, and a docu-
mentary film by Aaron Kalischer-Coggins,
and will particularly emphasize con-
temporary indigenous advocacy and his-
toric presence in Cornwall. Buck says she
aims to “situate our beautiful stretch of the
river within a broader social and ecological
context.”

On Saturday, July 29, Klein, recently re-
tired as exhibitions director of the Aldrich
Contemporary Art Museum in Ridgefield,
will give a talk at the society on the history
of the iron industry that flourished here in
the 18" and 19" centuries and lead a walk
around the remains of the Cornwall Bridge
Iron Furnace. Klein’s ongoing project, “The
Understory,” contemplates the remnants of
the first extractive industry in the country
following European colonization: the occa-
sional rusty scrap of iron, piles of firebrick
and glassy slag, soil darkened by the rem-
nants of charcoal.

The society invites everyone to visit its
website (cornwallhistoricalsociety.org) for
more information and a schedule of society
events. — Grant Hanessian

Herd from North Cornwall

Before the chicken, the cow, or even the lab-
radoodle, there was the goat in our homes
and on our farms. Goats are likely the first
animal to throw their lot in with humans;
domestication is believed to have begun
more than 11,000 years ago from wild be-
zoar goat populations. Will Berry on Yelp-
ing Hill Road continues the tradition. Will
has Carlos, four other pygmy pet goats, and
one standard-issue goat, 7-year-old Doc (is
there anything really standard about a
goat?). Pygmy goats originally came from
West Africa, but Will got his pygmies in
Goshen, and Doc hails from Push “Em Up
Farm on River Road. Will’s goats are not for
milking or eating, but instead for fun and a
bit of roadwork.

Ijoined Will with his goats for one of his

end-of-the day walks down Yelping Hill
Road and Town Street. It was immediately
clear they are model Cornwallians. They
assiduously clear the roadsides. “They will
not be replacing the town road crew,” says
Will, as he points to the goats making their
way through overgrown road verges, “but
they do their bit.” Goats also love invasives
in a way that we cannot. They love to eat
them. “They won’t eat every-
thing, but there’s not much they
won't eat” says Will. I personal-
ly saw Doc dig into a roadside
barberry bush like it was a fun-
nel cake. They also eat Japanese
knotweed, Phragmites, garlic
mustard, and even poison
ivy. Will has an idea that his
goats could one day be used to
clear the poison ivy that plagues
the stone fences in Cornwall. In

1S ' addition to road work, Will’s goats

also bring joy. Standing on a roadside

@ with the goats as cars went by, I saw ev-

ery motorist slow to a stop, roll down a
window, and smile. The harried landscaper
returning home, the lost Google map user,
and even locals like Ginny Potter (to be fair
Ginny always offers a friendly greeting
even without goats). One of Will’s goats is a
7-week-old baby pygmy just weaned. Vid-
eo of Will’s goats, including the baby, can
be seen on the Cornwall Chronicle website.

—Kevin Fisher

Bear 290, Where Are You?

A bear with a number 290 tag has visited a
number of backyards on Scoville, Cream
Hill, and Cogswell roads. One afternoon
in April, Dave Dolinsky looked out the
window and there was bear 290 staring
back at him. Dave and number 290 had a
nice photo shoot, and the guest moseyed
over to the Scovilles. In mid-February, a
bear burst through and destroyed a very
large screen panel on the Ferman house on
Cream Hill. It opened a cabinet and helped
itself to suet cakes that had been left there.
Ed Ferman found this disappointing in
that black bears are supposed to be highly
dexterous, capable of opening screw-top
jars, and wondered why it did not simply
open the screen door. The visitor returned
the next night, opened a large
container on the patio, and took
more bird food. Sally Hart
had an evening visit, with
presumably the same bear,
in her backyard.
This correspondent had

a visitor at an undeter-
mined date in late March,
who knocked down a
bird feeder and bent the
sturdy iron pole holding it.
The only time one can safely put

out a feeder these days is in the winter, but
who knew that milder winters mean bears
exit their hibernation earlier? The bear also
attacked a cylindrical metal composter, but

Land Transfers

Peter Bishop and Maria Feeley to Sarah L. and
Joshua L. Smith, land with all buildings thereon
standing at 36 Lower River Road, for $900,000.

Estate of Helgard Mittwoch to Didi Skaff and
Robert V. Re, 3.30 acres of land on Kent Road,
for $76,800.

Roger L. and Margaret T. Kane to Jennifer and
David Tucker, property at 15 Cemetery Hill
Road, for $650,000.

could not break into it. Likely in an act of
pique, it moved the composter three feet.

Last summer, bears had the luxury of
all-you-can-eat corn on Cream Hill farms,
where the animals dined in anonymity as
they were hidden by the plants’ stalks.
Surely there are many similar stories
around town.

As if this is not enough about bears,
their fans may be happy to learn that there
are three cubs in residence on Cogswell
near Town Street. Relief though, may be on
the way. When our ursine neighbors learn
of the compost facility at the transfer sta-
tion, some expect that they will move there
for easier 24-hour dining. ~ —Jim Fishman

Tardy Gardening

For those whose planting efforts can’t start
in spring, either because they are summer
residents or their children’s busy sports
schedules preclude any time spent in the
garden, fear not. It is not too late to enjoy
the pleasures of cultivating one’s yard.
Nowadays most perennial flowers and
shrubs are grown in containers, so one can
plant at any time during the growing sea-
son as long as one commits to a weekly wa-
tering schedule. Annual flowers such as
marigolds and petunias can still be plant-
ed, but one should water them well for a
few weeks until their roots are estab-
lished. June is also a good time to sow
seeds of brightly colored nasturtiums,
zinnias, and sunflowers.

Tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants real-
ly don’t take off until the warmer weather
begins, so head over to the Cornwall farm-
ers’ markets or a local garden center to pur-
chase plants. Cherry tomatoes, Shishito and

Cubanelle peppers, and
wa Asian eggplants are es-
pecially early, tasty,
and profuse-yield-
ing. Fragrant and
savory herb plants such as ba-
sil, tarragon, rosemary, sage,
oregano, mints, and lemon ver-
bena all thrive as the weath-
er gets warmer. It is
not too late to sow
seeds of zucchini,

cucumbers, carrots,
and tender filet beans. Biweekly sowings of
cilantro and dill can be made through Au-
gust. Sow seeds for salad greens such as
lettuces, mustards, arugula, and beets suc-
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cessively in shadier areas, moving to sunni-
er spots in later summer. Spinach seeds
sown in mid-August can be eaten in the fall,
while spinach sown after Labor
Day can be harvested the fol-
lowing spring in mid-April gy
through mid-May. (Note, I place %
evergreen boughs over the
spinach during winter to pro-
tect it from deer browsing.)
Garlic planted in October will
yield bountiful harvests next
summer.

Finally, summer is a great
time to tour other people’s gar-
dens to get inspired by new
plants, design, and color combi-
nations. The Cornwall Garden
Club offers a wonderful slate of
events this summer at cornwallgardenclub.
org, the library offers its annual Books and
Blooms Garden tour on June 17, and the
Garden Conservancy has an extensive on-
line list of private gardens open for viewing
throughout the growing season.

— Juliet Hubbard

Dog Licensing in 2023

The state of Connecticut requires that all
dogs 6 months of age or older be licensed
annually on or before June 30 in the town
clerk’s office in the town where the dog is
owned or kept. Licenses will be available
on June 1. A current rabies vaccination cer-
tificate must be submitted or be on file.
Neutered or spayed dogs cost $8 and male
or female dogs cost $19. For a neutered or
spayed dog being licensed for the first time,
a certificate from a licensed veterinarian
must be presented. Penalties apply for late
registration. There will be three options for
obtaining your dog’s license: You may reg-
ister in person, by mail (enclose a SASE for
return of tag and license), OR by using the
online license renewal system. The online
option is only for dogs that were licensed
last year. The Cornwall website, cornwallct.
org, will show the link on June 1. New dogs
and others that failed to renew their licens-
es last year will need to use the mail option
or register in person.

Cornwall Briefs

* Summer will eventually arrive, after all,
it always has, and the town is celebrating
with a party at Hammond Beach on June 17
from 5 to 8 .M. Pick up your beach passes
at the selectman’s office: $20 for a family,
$10 for individuals.

* Summer warmth helps our gardens
grow. And your bounty can help Produce
to the People, a program to distribute ex-
cess garden and farm produce to local food
banks, now entering its second year. Email
produce2thepeople@gmail.com to arrange
a pick-up. Allow 24-hours’ notice.

* Want a cup of coffee and more? Megan
Mollica’s got you covered at Cornwall
Bridge Gardens, just over the bridge in Sha-

ron. Open Thursday to Sunday from 7:30
A.M. to 2 p.M. Bruce and Yobana Young from
Blue Gate Farm in Warren are serving cof-
fee and a variety of fresh pastries.
* The Little Guild is looking for a
hospice foster for Mochi, an
11-year-old chihuahua recently di-
agnosed with lymphoma. They re-
] port she’s sweet, loves to cozy up,
and is surprisingly playful for a
senior dog in her condition. They
= are also seeking a temporary foster
PP Ny) for Bandit, a playful 2-year-old
= Lab/border collie mix. Bandit test-
ed positive for heartworm, and
needs a calm environment with no
other animals while he recovers.
And thanks in part to the Cornwall
Association, all Cornwall residents
have access to free one-on-one dog training
this summer at the Little Guild. Call 672-
6346 if interested.
* Spring cleaning your hazardous waste.
June 10 from 9 a.M. to noon at Falls Village
Public Works Garage, 100 Railroad Street,
Falls Village. Get your ticket from Jane Hall
at the selectmen’s office.
* With Friends Like These...Last summer
a mysterious group or individual calling
themselves “Friends of Cornwall”
stuffed mailboxes with flyers and emails

urging a “no” vote on the referendum (7.~

on West Cornwall’s water treatment
plans. The vote passed overwhelm-
ingly on July 9, and on July 20, Con-
necticut’s State Elections Enforcement
Commission (SEEC) voted to authorize
an investigation into the “Friends” to de-
termine if state election regulations were
violated on account of the anonymity of the
“Friends” efforts.

The SEEC now has until the end of this
July to resolve the case or, by state statute, it
will be automatically dismissed. SEEC at-
torney and spokesperson Joshua Foley had
no comment on the commission’s progress
as the case is still pending. He suggested
watching the agendas for the biweekly
meetings of the commission to see if the
case (file number 2022033) makes the dock-
et. For those of you who want to participate
and follow along at home, the webpage to
watch to see if the case comes up before it is
automatically dismissed is: bit.ly/CtSeec.

* Congratulations to the Cornwall Gradu-
ates of the HVRHS Class of 2023: Braydan
Karanjawala, Spencer Markow, Melody
Matsudaira, Aramis Oyanadel, Harold
Sanders, Helen Sanders, and Stella Story.
They will be moving on to work or college
at Bard College, Davidson College, Univer-
sity of Connecticut, or SUNY Morrisville.
—Bob Meyers

Events &
Announcements
The West Cornwall Farm Market: The

Original Cornwall Farm Market’s new sea-
son opened May 13, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Letter to the
Chronicle

JUNE LETTER

On Thursday, April 20", I had a visit from
Marius Sudol, an American molecular and cel-
lular biologist who is currently working on a
biography of Francis Peyton Rous. Both at dif-
ferent times had worked at Rockefeller Universi-
ty in NYC. Francis Peyton Rous had summered
for many years at 4 Hart Hill Road and enjoyed
the quiet pastime of gardening, until his passing
in 1970.

Henry Labalme, whose family had a home at
3 Hart Hill Road, has a vague recollection of
Rous, but noted that he is “Cornwall’s only No-
bel Laureate.” Rous was an American patholo-
gist known for his work on oncogenic viruses
and the development of blood transfusions. Fif-
ty-five years after his discovery in 1911 that a
chicken tumor was caused by a virus, he was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Medicine or Physi-
ology. He is the oldest recipient of such.

Any recollections of Rous’ life in Cornwall
would be much appreciated by Marius Sudol at
marius.sudol@gmail.com. Cornwall is indeed a
place where such quiet gems sparkle off the beat-
en path. —Bianka Langner Griggs

The Local: Support your neighbor,
strengthen our local economy, and
buy something special for Father’s
Day. Fridays from noon to 4 p.m.
and Saturdays from 11 A.m. to 5 p.m.

Housatonic Meadows Preserva-
tion Action needs volunteers to
plant 1,700 plugs of native
and pollinator plants. Bring gloves, trowel,
hat, sunscreen, and lots of friends. Refresh-
ments provided. June 2 and 3 from 9 a.m. to
noon, and 1 to 3 r.m. (rain date, June 4). Sign

up with kfreygangml@gmail.

At the Cornwall Library

“Summer Sketchbook Workshop,” an
art class with instructor Collette Hurst on
June 3, 10, and 24, from 10 to 11:30 A.m. As-
semble a small sketchbook kit for drawing
and create a daily art journal. All levels. $75
for all three sessions.

“Creative Writing” June to July. A six-
week creative writing class led by Deb
Devins, for anyone interested in writing in
any format. $60 payable at registration. Be-
gins Wednesday, June 14, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Books & Blooms: June 16 and 17. (See
insert.)

Join the children’s summer camp for
two special events: the Connecticut Science
Center’s Electricity and Bubbles activity
stations on June 20 from 1 to 2 r.m.; and on
June 22 at 1 r.m, Sharon Audubon’s “Ani-
mal Menagerie” (not a drop- off event). A
$5 donation/child is requested.

Family law attorney Margaret Klaw dis-

(continued on page 4)
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cusses her debut novel, Every Other
Weekend, a funny and poignant con-
temporary divorce novel. July 1 at 5
p.M. Registration required.

Register for all library events at
cornwalllibrary.org. q

The library’s Labor Day Benefit
Art Sale returns this summer. Do-
nate unhung paintings, draw-
ings, and prints to the library
and help support community
programming.

Cornwall Conservation Trust

On Sunday, June 4, at 9:30 A.m., join the
Cornwall part of CT Trail Days for an intro-
duction to the Trinity Preserve Loop; meet
at the Dibble Hill (top) entrance. Leashed
dogs invited; tick spray advised.

On June 17 at 10 a.m. at the Evans Pre-
serve: Spring Mushroom Walk with our fun
guy Dave Paton. Enter opposite northern
Johnson Road entrance on Route 43. No
dogs please, tick spray advised. No RSVPs
necessary.

Chalk Gremlin Circus Company presents
“The Barn Show,” a family friendly aerial
and acrobatics show about the twists, turns,
and traditions of rural life directed by
Cornwall local Margaret Hopkins. June 9 at
6 p.M. and June 10 at 10 A.m. and 6 p.m. at the
Local Farm barn. Seating reservations are
free, but required and can be made at
linktr.ee/chalkgremlincircus.

Cornwall Park and Recreation

Community/Senior Lunch, June
13 at noon at the UCC Parish
House. RSVP by June 9.

Town Picnic on June 17 from 5
to 8 p.m. at Hammond Beach. Z43
Town music open mic night. Sign
up to perform on cornwallparkrec.
org. Burgers, hot dogs, and ice cream
sundaes provided. Bring a side dish 4
or dessert for potluck. No RSVP
needed.

Community Social Hour, June 21 from 3
to 4 r.m. at Foote Field for snacks and drinks
with friends. No RSVP required.

Many Hands...

...go into the making of each issue of your
local paper. This summer, give us a hand and
send some money to the Cornwall Chronicle,
PO Box 6, West Cornwall CT 06796, or online.
Bot-free, community-generated.

Community/Senior Breakfast at UCC
Parish House on June 27 at 9 A.m. RSVP by

June 23 to park.recreation@cornwallct.gov

N\ or call/text 860-480-0600.

The Planning & Zoning Commission

meeting and town hearing on the
reformatting of zoning regulations
continues in person on June 13 at 7
.M. at the Cornwall Library.

It will also be a regular month-
ly meeting of the P&Z.

The Cornwall Garden Club

Books & Blooms Cut Flower Sale June
17, from 10 a.m. to noon. Donate bouquets
to benefit the Cornwall Garden Club’s 1,000
bulb planting or volunteer to help with the
sale. Front lawn of the Cornwall Library.
No RSVP needed.

Gardener’s Lab: Jeb Breece’s Meadow
Talk on June 24, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Explore
how to establish native plants in

tion of Roxana Geffen’s mixed-media col-
lages and assemblages, will be up from
June 30 to Aug. 18 at the Cornwall Li-
brary. Opening reception on June 30 from
6 to 8 p.m.

At National Iron Bank, the photography
exhibit of C.C. Arshagra titled “Nature &
Ruin” will continue through June.

Emily Waters’s exhibit, “Matrix,” will
continue through July 30, with the occa-
sional Sunday 4 o’clock tea. Please check at

souterraingallery.net.

The Cornwall Historical Society

The 2023 season opens on Saturday,
July 1, with two new exhibitions: “Touring
the Countryside: Postcards from Cornwall,
Kent, and Warren!” and “Housatonic.” Sat-
urdays only.

A new summer program for aspiring
filmmakers and historians offers students
aged 12 to 17 a chance to write, shoot, and

edit their own short film about a

your meadow. Salisbury, CT.
RSVP.

Gardener’'s Adventure: Hol-
lister House on June 30, from 11
A.M. to 1 r.Mm. Private tour of re-
nowned gardens. Bring a bag
lunch. $15 donation at door.
Washington, CT. RSVP by
June 23.

RSVP_at comwallgardenclub.
org/rsvp.

Grumbling Gryphons’ Leslie
Elias and guest artists will
81 conduct a new, early child-

local historical subject under
guidance of a mentor and histo-
ry consultant. Completed shorts
will be shown at a public screen-
ing and archived as part of the
society’s permanent collection.
July 1, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Spots are limited. Please email

info@cornwallhistoricalsociety.
org.

The Cornwall Woman’s Society
Rummage Sale will be held July
22,23, and 24. Interested in volun-
teering? Contact Maggie Cooley at

hood theater camp called

“Growing Wings!” for
children ages 2-7 years old every
morning from June 19 to 23 from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m. at Grumbling Gryphons
Listening Lake Studio. Children and
caregivers will participate in the magi-
cal world of stories, songs, poetry, and

puppetry with a short presentation on
June 23 at 10:30 a.m. To register and for

more info, contact grumblinggryphons@
gmail.com or call 672-0286.

Cornwall’s Economic Development
Commission is sponsoring a roundtable
for Cornwall businesses to present and
discuss the Sustainable CT program and
its application to Cornwall. June 28 from 4
to 5 p.m. at The Union in West Cornwall or
by Zoom. For Zoom link and more info

see CornwallCT.org.

Art in Cornwall
“Life and the Memory of It,” an exhibi-

mdcooley39@gmail.com.
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print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796.
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at: info@cornwallchronicle.org




BOOKS&BLOOMS
COUNTRY GARDENS 2023

FRIDAY, JUNE 16 | 6PM

“The History of Lawns: From Pasture to Plastic”
A presentation by Peter Del Tredici
Cornwall Town Hall, 24 Pine Street, Cornwall Village
Cocktail reception to follow in a nearby private garden

SATURDAY, JUNE 17 | TOAM TO 4PM

Self-guided Tours of Four Cornwall Gardens
A country estate | An idyllic farmscape
Formal but not traditional | A bucolic cottage garden

On Sale at The Cornwall Library
New and out-of-print gardening books
Cut flowers arranged and donated by members of the Cornwall Garden Club

TICKETS & INFORMATION

Talk only: $30 | Tours only: $30 | Talk & Tours: $50
Tickets may be purchased online at CornwallLibrary.org,
by calling the library or visiting in-person, or through the QR code.
The Cornwall Library | 30 Pine Street | 860.672.6874 O}




