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Our Present Past
(or “Our Past is Present”)

Many of Cornwall’s structures connect us
to her past: homes, schools, churches, li-
braries, and others all create a sense of be-
longing to place and community. The one
building in town devoted to our connection
to history is the lovely white Italianate-style
carriage house on Pine Street in Cornwall
Village. Of course this is the Cornwall His-
torical Society (CHS).

Originally built in 1865 by John Andrew,
who lived next door, the building was
raised as a barn—“large, painted a shining
white, and capped with a pagoda-like cu-
pola which supported a weathervane.” Lat-
er owned by Charles Marsh, man of many
occupations including town undertaker,
the handsome barn housed a horse-drawn
hearse and later a Model T Ford. One of Mr.
Marsh’s daughters, Emily, took over the
building eventually and redesigned it into
a home. Miss Marsh was organist for the
First Church (later UCC) for 40 years,
served as librarian of the Cornwall Free Li-
brary for 42, and was “friend to all.” In
1964, CHS was founded and acquired the
building a few years later to hold its trea-
sures. This year marks its 60th anniversary.

Currently 7 Pine St. is headquarters for
the CHS and houses Cornwall’s only muse-
um. Every year a major exhibit is held, be-

ginning each July 4th weekend and run-
ning through October. This year’s exhibit is
“Mohawk Mountain: The Snow Story.”
What I didn’t realize is that anyone can ac-
cess CHS's archives, including photographs,
maps, articles, etc. for research. Say I'd like
to know more about the history of my own
house (James Rexford c. 1790). All Ineed do
is go to the website and fill out a form re-
questing assistance. Curator Suzie Fateh
says: “We have so much rich material about
Cornwall history, and we want it to be en-
joyed. Visit, check out our website, and
even follow us on Instagram.”

In early May, CHS received a generous
grant from the Northwest CT Community
Foundation (Torrington) to support the up-
keep of this beautiful building. Funds will
be used to restore the street-facing facade
by replacing the vertical flush board siding
and painting the whole front. Work begins
June 1, with the plan that everything will be
done by the summer exhibit opening for
the benefit of all patrons from the present.

— Emilie Pryor

Cornwall Needs Volunteers

These are challenging times for Connecti-
cut towns with volunteer fire departments
and emergency medical services (EMS). The
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number of volunteers has declined through-
out the state as part of a nationwide trend.

Some towns now must rely on neigh-
boring towns to provide assistance in re-
sponding to fire and medical emergencies,
delaying response times. Other towns have
turned to costly professional firefighting
companies to cover gaps in coverage and to
assist in timely responses to calls. One alter-
native has been for towns to create and fund
a professional fire company and EMS, which
may be the most expensive option of all.

In contrast, the Cornwall Volunteer Fire
Department (CVFD) is supported by vol-
unteer work and funds from both individ-
uals through the annual appeal and town
funds. One issue with the use of these al-
ternatives, apart from cost, is that profes-
sional firefighters, unlike CVFD volunteers,
are unlikely to know the people who have
called for assistance.

Cornwall is fortunate to have a vibrant
civil society that enables it to maintain the
fire department and the EMS as all-volun-
teer operations, provided at no cost. The
fire department, led by Chief Will Russ, has
about 40 active members, but welcomes
and could use additional responders in
both the fire and EMS divisions, as well as
volunteers for administrative duties.

Active participation as a responder

(continued on page 2)
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FRIDAY SATURDAY

This Month:

Sundays: ¢ Hatha Yoga, 9-10:30 am The Union; ¢ Wednesdays: ¢ Hatha Yoga, 8:30-9:45 pm The
Union; ¢ Beginner’s Tai Chi, 5-6 pm Town Hall; Thursdays: ¢ Meditation, 4:30-5:15 pm The Union;
# All Levels Vinyasa Yoga, 5:30-6:45 pm The Union; Fridays: ¢ Yoga for Good, 9-10:15 am The
Union; Saturdays: ¢ All Levels Vinyasa Yoga, 9-10:05 am The Union; ¢ Coop Farm Market, 9-12:30
Village; # Original Farmer’s Market,10 am—1 pm Wish House

E Event Online

¢ Event In Person

¢ Library Closed

* CT Trail Days
10 am Furnace Brook

* Prepping for the Season

Ahead 10 am—Noon
Cornwall Garden Club
# Old Time Community
Dance 7 pm Town Hall

2 3 4

+ Cornwall Agricultural
Advisory Commission
Meeting
7:30 pm Town Hall

¢ Inland Wetlands/Water
Courses Meeting

# Board of Selectmen

i

5 6

* Afterschool Art Program

7 pm Zoom 3:30-5 pm Library

O 7 8  +Household

Hazardous Waste Day
9 am—Noon Falls Village
+ Paint Landscapes In
Pastels with Collette Hurst
10 am-11:30 am Library

7:30 pm Zoom

7:30 pm Library/Zoom 'giténgggeaggh
10:30 am—Noon Library
9 10 11 12 13 14 rrac pay . 15
* Connect to Nature * Community/Senior Lunch .
11 am Trinity Forest El Park & Recreation Ngon JCC Parish House 0Af§t'e§giréogrlnArﬁiErrgg; o July Elef:rﬂé?: Copy
Preserve Meeting = West Cornwall Septic | 23 B 1 ation * Paint Landscapes In
¢ Little Guild's Great . L Committee 5 pm Zoom - L
6:30 pm Hybrid/Library *p| &7 Meeting Pastels with Collette Hurst
Country Mutt Show anning & zoning 4:15 pm CCS 10-11:30 am Librar
11 am Lime Rock Park Public Hearing 7 pm “1opm : y
16 17 18 19 20 21 O 22 sanAnnual
+ Community Social Hour | *&ornwall Conservation ‘A(\:ncm:f al\l/llzle_ziett)i?ry . I%cﬁlcc))\jv1 gﬁg%z{lry]/hlgglr(a%ail
* Board of Selectmen 3-4 Y i Commission Meeting i S 10 + Paint Land:
pm Foote Field 9 am Libral 4 pm Library/Zoom am ¢ Paint Landscapes
’ﬁ"ﬂ 7:30 pm Library/Zoom| # Afterschool Art Program | o goard of FinancgyMeeting #Books & Blooms Talk L!E Past‘e:as 1?(—1;:%? am
3:30-5 pm Library 7 pm Zoom ac 6pmUCC Gl rzry d 0018 joms
ocktail Reception ai Aegnuoe:JIrTowﬁnF;icniF():m
5-8 pm Hammond Beach
23 24 25 26 27 28 Q)29
+ Affordable Housing OCorTérgl;r:(lg/S?emor ¢ James Traub Author
Commission Meeting 9 am Parish House talk: True Believer: Hubert
5 pm Zoom 5 Economic Development Humphrey and The Quest
30 = ZBA* mc ission M f For A More Just America
7 pm Zoom ommission Meeting 5 pm Library

*Check with Zoning Office —672-4957

For additions and updates, visit cornwallchronicle.org
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teer firefighters undergo ex-
tensive training in fire suppres-
sion, river and trail rescues,
hazardous material incidents,
and managing a wide variety of
emergency scenes and scenarios.
Volunteers can progress to the level at
which they are comfortable.

EMS responders are trained in basic
life support and cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation. Many are equipped with defibrilla-
tors, can administer oxygen, and even radio
EKGs from the ambulance enroute to the
hospital. Cornwall’s ambulance is equipped
with some of the latest advanced medical
and life-saving devices.

The CVFD was founded in 1932, and re-
sponded to its first two fires on February
20, 1932. In the subsequent 92 years, the
CVED has extinguished over 900 fires. EMS
is an intrinsic part of the CVFD. EMRs, led
by Captain Elizabeth Ridgway Russ, are lo-
cated throughout town and they can get to
patients before the ambulance arrives.

For a new or relatively new resident in
Cornwall, there is hardly a better way to get
to know new neighbors than volunteering
for the fire department or EMS. The experi-
ence of Dick Sears, who retired to Cornwall
and joined the fire department, illustrates
the range of work that volunteers can end
up doing: “I'm a six-year member of the de-
partment, starting initially in the role of fire
police, then ambulance driver, and finally
got my national certification as an Emer-
gency Medical Responder.”

To learn more about the CVFD and
EMS or to volunteer or donate, go to the
CVFD'’s website. This vital organization de-
serves support both from volunteering and
from generous donations. ~ — Jim Fishman

A Brook Runs Through Us

Deep in the woods above Cream Hill Lake
is a headwater wetland where Cornwall’s
Mill Brook is continually being born.
Imagine that this tiny brook feeds the
lake (which is also engorged by bottom
springs). Slowly, this stream builds mo-
mentum and mass, winding two-and-a-
half miles down to the mighty Housatonic.
Because of the steep topography change,
Mill Brook becomes busy and wide in West
Cornwall.

At its starting point, the brook
gets high grades for purity. Yet as the
waters come in contact with agricul-
ture and civilization, problems occur.
Looking at land use along the
brook helps us to understand the
importance of good watershed
management, as the state has warned Corn-
wall of Mill Brook’s “impaired” rating for
aquatic habitat in its upper reaches. Cur-
rently, efforts are being made to keep

tory. Originally called Beaver
Brook, its waterpower was used
at Golds Mills, which provided Corn-
wall with power for various indus-
tries. A sawmill was built in 1742
(Scott house), followed by other
@ mills and factories for grinding
grain, making satinet cloth (1845),
tanning buckskin, and making gloves.
Cornwall was indeed a self-sufficient agri-
cultural and industrial community.
However, the brook has not always
been a good friend to Cornwall. In the 1955
flood, Fred Bate, Jr. watched as his newly
purchased meat market business was fed
into the maw of the Housatonic by the rag-
ing Mill Brook. Yankee resilience
and community spirit resur-
rected the business a few years
later. The recent increase in
stormwater and debris, as well as
changing hydrology, have now ne-
cessitated the renovation of the re-
taining walls by River Road in West
Cornwall. Increased stormwater in the
brook, and the need for watershed man-
agement upstream, will likely re-
quire future investment and
monitoring so that Mill Brook
can remain a good friend to
Cornwall. — Deb Bennett

And Donkeys Too

Trinity Church Wall Street has had its prop-
erty on River Road since early in the 20th
century. It has served different purposes
since then but always aimed at sharing its
special beauty with people, allowing them
to find peace, recreation, and a chance for
contemplation.

At first it provided a camp for disad-
vantaged kids from New York City. Nick
Bruehl and his family lived on the prop-
erty for many summers and some win-
ters. Nick loved the Huck Finn sense of
being on the river.

Some “townies,” like Peter and
Barb Russ, also worked at the camp
and later when it became a confer-
ence center. Marriage receptions
were held there for them, as well
as for the Ridgways, and Molly
Hinchman and Russ Guerin.

After a long period of
soul-searching and even plac-
ing the property up for sale,
in 2016 the Trinity Retreat
Center (TRC) was created.
One of the goals of the TRC is to
be part of the life of our town and

a good neighbor, says Mark Bozzu-
ti-Jones, priest and director of Spiritual For-
mation. Mark is a tall, proud Jamaican who,
after 17 years at Trinity Wall Street, was hap-
py to come with his wife to this lovely, quiet

R. Thomas Riley

Land Transfers

Susan E. Edholm to Walker R. and Catherine H.
Zeiser, 0.185 acres of land with all buildings and
improvements thereon at 9 River Road South,
for $260,000.

Tax Collector, Town of Cornwall to Maz North,
LLC, property at 8 River Road South, for
$56,000.

Tax Collector, Town of Cornwall to David Berto,
property on Kent Road, for $71,140.49.

place and get to know our town. He loves
seeing many Cornwall hikers and
dog walkers come by his home.
Mark plans the retreats by lis-
tening and learning about subjects
people desire and find meaning in.
These include topics as diverse as
“Dancing Reggae & Samba,” “Spiri-
tuality and Dance,” and “Gathering the
Harvest: Stomach, Mind, & Spirit.” During
Covid, TRC acted on its food ministry, pro-
viding meals generously to our town
food bank. They sell their granola at
the farmer’s market and donate the
proceeds to food kitchens. Besides
employing local residents, TRC has
hosted the Rose Algrant Art Show, a com-
munity day complete with food and games,
and an annual Christmas party. Cornwall’s
Chapel of All Saints’ congregation has been
welcomed to meet in the chapel.

Jason Coppola, director of the retreat cen-
ter, echoes TRC’s desire to be part of Corn-
wall. After years in hotel administration, he
was glad to find meaningful work that serves
others. Jason’s family lives at TRC and he has
two children at Cornwall Consolidated
School. His children’s friends love play dates
at TRC where there is lots of space, a river,
a basketball court, a baseball field, and
Trinity’s animals.

Jason oversees 22 employees and depart-
ment heads, managing a facility that includes
a main building with guest rooms, a dining
hall with amazing food, meeting spaces, and
the stone chapel, as well as a community
building, a monastic garden, a walking maze,
outdoor chapel, some homes, a farm with
amazing produce, and the donkey sanctu-
ary. Along with the rescue donkeys, there are
goats and chickens—and even the bees get
blessed. Cornwall is also blessed to have
such a varied, caring place as part of our
community. —Ann Gold

Cornwall Briefs

* The Cornwall Market at Cornwall
Bridge is open for business. Proprietors
Will Schenk and Tyler Forve say more local
farms will have products available at the
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market. The market is expanding to pre-
pared foods and ever-creative ice
creams. Contact Will to get your
food in the coolers or on the menu.
* West Cornwall water treatment
facility moves forward. The facili-
ty, planned for a rear lot next to the
West Cornwall Post Office, reached

another milestone with completion of

the environmental review by the De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD). The town of Cornwall
will publish a notice of finding no signifi-
cant impact and request release of funds on
June 1, 2024, with a 15-day comment period.
Comments can be sent to the first selectman’s
office. After the comment period ends, the
town plans to submit the request for release
of funds, which will prompt HUD to do a
thorough review of the entire process.

* The Pink House plans opening in June.
Marina Munoz, Gabe McMackin, and part-
ners are working furiously to ready the
new Pink House restaurant at the site of the
former Frank Food Company. The Pink
House will feature American seasonal fare
locally sourced, and will be looking for
summer help.

Events & Announcements

Cornwall Conservation Trust

CT Trail Days, Connecticut Land Con-
servation Council Celebration of 2024 Ex-
cellence in Conservation Award to Bart
Jones on Saturday, June 1, at 10 A.m. at Fur-
nace Brook. After, there will be two hike
options: a shorter hike through the preserve
with loop back through town and a longer
hike to Echo Rock and back through town.
Park at Foote Field.

Mare Rubin will lead an introductory
hike to the Trinity Forest Preserve on
Sunday, June 9, at 11 a.m. The hike will
leave from the Dibble Hill Road trailhead.
Mare, a certified yoga and meditation
teacher, will lead a short meditation to
connect to nature.

Follow the Ballyhack Trail with Jean
Bouteiller on Saturday, June 22, at 10 a.m.
This Cornwall gem features a laurel-lined
ravine in bloom and mature pines. It is a
45-minute loop with some minor scram-
bling. Rain date is June 23.

Check CornwallConservationTrust.org
for updates. No dogs until after the pro-
grams, please.

The Cornwall Garden Club

Prepping for the season ahead with
Pom Shillingford, June 1, from 10 a.m.
to noon. Learn about the making
and keeping of the remarkable
English garden of Pom Shilling-
ford and her production of sea-
sonal cut flowers. Salisbury, CT.
$25 donation to the Jane Lloyd
Fund (thejanelloydfund.org). Lim-
ited to 30.

Books & Blooms 4th annual Cut

Flower Sale on June 22, from 9:30 to 11:30

A.M. Bring your own donations of fresh-
cut flower bouquets to benefit the
Cornwall Library. Volunteer to help
the sale. Front lawn of the library.

No RSVP necessary. (See insert.)

@ At the Cornwall Library

The library will be closed June 1
in recognition of Lisa Lansing Simont’s
memorial service.

2024 Spring Wednesday Afterschool

Art Program. Registration is open every
Monday at noon for Wednesday’s program
that runs from 3:30 to 5 p.m. (1:30 to 3 p.m.
on early dismissal days). Registration
capped at 15 participants with a wait list.
Those registered may use the bus drop-off
from CCS (to request, please contact
provezzi@cornwallschool.org). Walk-ins
only if the max of 15 has not yet been met.
Email cornwalllibraryya@gmail.com to
cancel.

Jump into a magical book-filled interac-
tive story time with Rita Delgado: Satur-
day, June 8, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Paint Landscapes in Pastels art class
with Collette Hurst, June 8, 15, and 22 from
10 to 11:30 a.m. Beginner techniques in cre-
ating pastel landscape paintings. Fee of $75
for all three classes, payable to the instruc-
tor at the first class.

Books & Blooms 2024, the library’s an-
nual fundraising event, takes place on June
21 and 22, opening with a talk by MoMA
curator Ann Temkin at the UCC in Corn-
wall Village on Friday, June 21, at 6 p.m.
Tours of four wonderful Cornwall gardens
on June 22. (See insert.)

Author James Traub talks about his
book True Believer: Hubert Humphrey and
The Quest for A More Just America on Satur-
day, June 29, at 5 p.m. Traub is a contribut-
ing writer for the New York Times Maga-
zine. Books will be available for purchase
and signing.

The library’s Labor Day benefit
art sale will return late this sum-
mer. Look under the bed, check out
the attic, donate unhung paintings,
drawings, and prints to the library.

Join the Summer Reading Chal-
lenge. Ask for a reading progress sheet

Letter to the
Chronicle

KEEPING OUR ROADSIDES NATIVE

Now that the growing season is upon us, I'd
like to encourage the town to reimagine the
management of our roadsides, specifically our
57 miles of town roads. Instead of being consid-
ered waste areas to be cleared or used as dump-
ing areas, Cornwall’s roadsides could be man-
aged to enhance a suite of functions that benefit
humans, critters, and pollinators alike, and in
the meantime reduce runoff, noise pollution,
and the spread of invasive plants, while improv-
ing air quality.

During the pandemic I reached out to town
leadership and members of our diligent and
hard-working road crew about the section of
Popple Swamp Road that runs along my proper-
ty. I offered to work along this stretch to reduce
the invasives and allow the native plants to
flourish. To accomplish this, I asked that the
road crew delay any annual mowing until after
first frost (to allow the wildflowers to set seed)
while I continued to cut and remove (no herbi-
cides) the various invasives I found.

I've kept up my end of the bargain by spend-
ing countless hours over the last three years re-
moving invasives (it’s still a work in progress),
but I haven’t yet convinced our road crew to
delay their annual roadside mowing and/or use
a bar mower that would lay the vegetation down
rather than the mulching mower that shreds ev-
erything in its path.

Cornwall has long been a leader on environ-
mental issues, but we're behind the times on this
one. Years ago, the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration provided guidance on best management
practices to protect roadside pollinators while
still maintaining road safety. Surely Cornwall
can implement similar practices, where suitable,
to achieve the shared goals of safety, robust na-
tive plant populations, and reduced invasives?

—Marguerite W. Purnell

at the circulation desk to register and re-
ceive an invite to an end-of-summer ice
cream social at the library (date TBD). Hap-
py reading!

Old Time Community Dance: Join in con-
tra, circle, and square dances, Saturday,
June 1, at 7 p.m. at town hall. Fern Bradley
will teach and call all dances to the lively
music of Relatively Sound. Beginners wel-
come, no partner necessary. Donation re-
quested to pay Fern. For more info, contact
Debra@motherhouse.us or 860-671-7945.

Household hazardous waste day, 9 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, June 8, at the Falls Vil-
lage public works garage, 100 Railroad St.,
Tickets available at first selectman’s office.

Cornwall Park and Recreation
Community/senior lunch, UCC Parish
House on Tuesday, June 11, at noon. Must

(continued on page 4)
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RSVP by June 9 to 860-480-0600 or park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov.

Community social hour on Wednesday,
June 19, from 3 to 4 p.m. Drop by Foote Field
for snack and drinks with friends.

The annual town picnic at Hammond
Beach will be held on Saturday, June 22,
from 5 to 8 p.m. Bring a side dish or dessert
to share. Park & Rec will provide Hurlburt
burgers & Maple Hill hot dogs. The Ag
Commission is providing ice cream sun-
daes. Cart available to get up and down
the hill.

Tuesday, June 25, Community/senior
breakfast is at UCC Parish House at 9 a.m.
Must RSVP by June 23 to 860-480-0600 or
park.recreation@cornwallct.gov.

Join Cornwall and Sharon Park & Rec
commissions on July 18 to see South Pacific
at Goodspeed Opera House; lunch at the
Gelston House. Cost is $100 for show,
lunch, and transportation from Foote Field.
Depart Foote Field at 9:45 a.m. Return 6:30
to 7 p.m. To register, email Matt at Sharon.
rec.ctr@snet.net or call 860-364-1400.

A P&Z public hearing on a zoning amend-
ment to allow duplexes, triplexes, and
multi-family housing by qualifying appli-
cants, will be held on June 11, 7 p.m. in the
Cornwall Library.

Art in Cornwall

At the Souterrain Gallery, Cornwall
area native Joseph Clarke’s exhibit
“Incipience” runs through June.

At the Cornwall Library, Jen-
ny Simont Ireland: “A Painter’s
View,” a selection of paintings
by the late artist remains on view
through July 6.

(A
& .
The Original Farmer's Market of
West Cornwall takes place on the

lawn of the Wish House Saturdays
from 10 A.m. to 1 P.M.

The Co-op Farm Market is held
Saturdays until October 26 from
9 a.m. to 12:30 pr.Mm., across from
town hall.

Spring

For once, a cool spring seems to linger in
Cornwall before the lovely summer and its
insects arrive. We don’t want to (June)bug
you, but we would be buzzing for joy if you
could donate to the Chronicle.

5}

Are your early garden plants boom-

ing? Got more radishes than you can (\‘\”";‘* ~9

eat? Contact produce2thepeople@
gmail.com, text/call Michelle at
626-201-8567 or Chris at 207-504-
4219 to donate your extra pro-
duce. Will pick up and deliver to the

food bank.

Renters’ rebate applications are
available for renters in town 65 or older
and totally disabled. The income limit
is $43,800 for single and $53,400 for mar-
ried. File applications (available at the as-
sessor’s office) until October 1.

Dog Licensing in 2024: The State of Con-
necticut requires that all dogs six months of
age or older be licensed annually on or be-
fore June 30 in the town clerk’s office in the
town where the dog is owned or kept. Li-
censes will be available on June 1. A current
rabies vaccination certificate must be sub-
mitted or be on file. Neutered or spayed
dogs cost $8 and male or female
dogs cost $19. For a neutered
or spayed dog being licensed
for the first time, a certificate
from a licensed veterinarian
must be presented. Penalties apply
for late registration. There will be
three options for obtaining your dog’s
license: You may register in person,
by mail (enclose a SASE for return
& of tag and license) OR by using
@ the online license renewal system.
' The online option is only for dogs
% that were licensed last year. The
Cornwall website, cornwallct.org,
will show the link on June 1. New
dogs and others that failed to renew their
licenses last year will need to use the mail
option or register in person.

Grumbling Gryphons annual theatre arts
camp will run from July 29 to August 3,
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Scholarships for
Region One students are available from the

Berkshire Taconic Community Foun-

dation’s Susan Fillman Memorial
Scholarship. Apply by June 15 to
berkshiretaconic.org/erants/arts-
fund-for-region-one. For more
info, contact Director Leslie Elias
672-0286 or grumblinggryphons@
gmail.com.

@

The Rummage Sale will be held
July 20 to 22. Drop-offs begin July 9. Join
us as a volunteer. Details in a Chronicle flyer
next month.

The 2024 Rose Algrant Art Show,
from August 9 to 11. For more details
visit rosealgrantartshow.org.

The Woman’s Society celebrates its
100th anniversary this year with a party for
Cornwall residents at Mohawk Ski Lodge
on Saturday, September 28, from 3 to 5 p.M.

Correction: The Garden Club insert in the
May Chronicle incorrectly listed the Corn-
wall Ag Fair date as September 7. The cor-
rect date is September 14.

LETRLGE, SELOEN

Guide to Illustrations

Garden Word Play
Solutions

1) Skunk Cabbage, 2) Butterfly, 3) Ladybug,
4) Teddy Bear Sunflower, 5) Bugleweed, 6)
Candy Tuft, 7) Mountain Laurel, 8)
Donkey Tail Plant, 9) Tulips, 10) Catnip,
11) Joe Pye Weed

© 0000000000000 000000000000 0 00

CORNWALL CHRONICLE
cornwallchronicle.org

THIS MONTH
Heidi Cunnick, Kevin Fisher, Jim Fishman, and Bob Meyers, Editors
Jacque Schiller, Tllustrations
NEXT MONTH
Kerry Donahue, Meg Tansey, and Jonathan Landman, Editors

kerry@kerrydonahue.com, megtansey@me.com, or
jonathan.i.landman@gmail.com

MANAGING EDITOR Ruth Epstein

CALENDAR EDITOR Cara Weigold
calendar@cornwallchronicle.org
ILLUSTRATIONS EDITOR Valorie Fisher
valorie@valoriefisher.com
CIRCULATION Robert Adzema, Nan and John Bevans

DIRECTORS
Bob Meyers, PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER
Annie Kosciusko, VICE PRESIDENT
Ann Gold, SECRETARY
Tom Barrett, TREASURER
Paul De Angelis ® Kerry Donahue ® Gregory Galloway
Erin Hedden e Juergen Kalwa  Jonathan Landman
Jacque Schiller ® John W. W. Zeiser
Tom and Margaret Bevans, FOUNDERS
Printed at Moore & More Printing, Millerton NY

THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, wed be glad to mail the
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796.
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at: info@cornwallchronicle.org




Books & Blooms

Cornwall Garden Weekend

Friday, June 21 | 6pm

“Why Water Lilies? Claude Monet and the Art of the Garden”

A presentation by Ann Temkin, the Marie-Josée and Henry Kravis
Chief Curator of Painting and Sculpture at the Museum of Modern Art

United Church of Christ, 8 Bolton Hill Road, Cornwall Village
Cocktail reception to follow in a nearby private garden

Saturday, June 22 | 10am to 4pm

Self-guided Tours of Four Cornwall Gardens

An unfussy garden | A garden full of surprises
A dramatic hillside garden | A charming cottage garden

On Sale at The Cornwall Library

New and out-of-print gardening books
Cut flowers arranged by members of the Cornwall Garden Club

Tickets & Information

Talk & Cocktail Reception only: $40 | Tours only: $30 | Talk & Tours: $65 EI
Tickets may be purchased online at CornwallLibrary.org,
by calling the library or visiting in-person, or through the QR code.
The Cornwall Library | 30 Pine Street | 860.672.6874




Have You Heard?
There are housing crises all over North America

There is little or no housing in Cornwall that teachers, nurses, home-
health aides, tradesmen (like electricians, plumbers, carpenters,
gardeners), shop clerks, auto mechanics, or waitstaff can afford to rent or
buy. With every census, the average age in Cornwall increases. Our young
people, just starting out in life, are already having great difficulty staying
in the town they grew up in unless they are lucky enough that their
parents can carve out some space for them. They are not alone. In the
United States, Connecticut is second only to New Jersey in having the
highest percentage of 19- to 35-year-olds still living with their parents. In
addition, our older residents, living in larger, older homes, can no longer
keep up with maintenance needs or manage staircases safely and must
often leave town to find senior-type housing.

(Based on HUD-Adjusted Median Family Incomes)
No. of “Severely Cost Burdened Households in Cornwall: 74

No. of “Cost Burdened Households” in Cornwall: 147




As noted in the 2020 Town Plan

Cornwall Needs More Diverse Types of Housing

“Middle Housing,” similar in scale and compatible in form to single-family
homes, provides multiple residential units, typically 2 (duplexes) or 3
(triplexes). Middle housing could increase the overall housing supply and
possibly make housing more affordable in Cornwall.

Triplex

The Planning and Zoning Commission is proposing a Zoning Regulation
amendment to allow duplexes and triplexes in Cornwall. We also plan to
allow multifamily housing by qualifying applicants, not just a not-for-
profit like the Cornwall Housing Corporation. There will be a Hybrid
Public Hearing on June 11 in the Cornwall Library at 7:00 pm to accept
public testimony concerning this regulation amendment.



