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Food is Our Common Ground
If you’re like me, you count the days until 
the farmers’ markets open. Living in Litch-
field County we are fortunate to have at our 
doorstep a rich variety of locally produced 
food, ranging from fruits and vegetables to 
dairy and eggs to meat, fresh herbs, and 
even fresh-cut flowers, and fibers for cloth. 
Buying food locally is not only a special 
treat for the consumer, it also supports our 
local farmers and is better for the environ-
ment since it reduces food transportation 
impacts. However, in the U.S. less than one 
percent of food is sold through direct sales. 
	 Here in Cornwall, we are in a very spe-
cial position to have access to these farm-
fresh products. Our local farmers strive to 
produce products that are healthy, reliably 
available, and delicious, while working on 
razor-thin margins. Farmers also under-
stand that food is at the core of a strong, 
cohesive community. The HEAL Food Alli-
ance summarizes this connection: “Food is 
our most intimate and powerful connection 
to each other, our cultures and to the earth. 
To transform our food system is to heal our 
bodies, transform our economy and protect 
our environment.” 
	 Farmers take pride in supplying the 
best products possible. However, while try-
ing to produce that quality product and 
make a living, they navigate a collection of 
challenges, such as the availability and cost 

of land, unpredictable supplies, labor short-
ages, weather, a changing environment, 
distribution demands, and evolving con-
sumer preferences. Our food distribution 
system has particularly difficult issues. As a 
result, there are sectors of our community 
that are underserved.
	 Understanding the importance of com-
munity, farmers strive to see that all people 
enjoy the fruits of their efforts. Within the 
county there are several organizations work-
ing to help farmers navigate those challenges 
while also bridging connections between 
farmers and the community. One such orga-
nization is the Food Hub located in Tor-
rington, which helps more than 40 farmers in 
the region, including Cornwall, with support 
on food safety training, marketing, sales, and 
logistics. Simultaneously the Food Hub con-
nects those local farmers with outreach to 
schools, food pantries, and Meals-on-Wheels, 
bringing food to some of the underserved in 
our community. Our local farmers are doing 
all they can to make sure that the most vul-
nerable in our community have access to 
food. Another Connecticut organization—
the Foodshed Net-
work—is striving to 
improve the food 
system through 
resource shar-
ing. It works 

with farmers and institutions to facilitate im-
proved systems for food distribution. 
	 Enjoy and partake in the farmers’ mar-
kets, farm stands, and CSAs that summer 
brings to Cornwall! And while you are there, 
you can thank farmers for the bounty they 
have made available and for their efforts to 
provide food to all of our community. 

—Robin Gray

Waste Case Scenarios
The largest infrastructure project in the 
town’s history has been on the agenda for a 
fairly long time; long even measured by the 
slow pace of life in rural New England. One 
crucial mileage marker was set almost four 
years ago, when Congresswoman Jahana 
Hayes secured an important portion of the 
expense with a $3 million grant in the 2022 
federal budget. That year an informational 

town meeting presented an outline of 
the project: a wastewater treatment 
facility in West Cornwall next to the 
post office with a feeder system of 
underground pipes.
	           Two years ago the total cost 

was estimated for the first time 
and produced a number a tad 

over $6 million. Last year 
the application process got 
started, which brought 

 Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission 

7:30 pm Town Hall

 The Ghost Net: 
An Environmental Musical 

of The Sea CCS 
 Inland Wetlands 

Agency Meeting 
7 pm Hybrid/Town Hall

          Board of Selectmen
         7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Board of Education 
Meeting 

4 pm CCS

  CT Trails Day/
Cornwall Trails Day 

9:30 am–Noon 
Foote Field

   Painting in Outdoor 
Light: Art class with Collette 
Hurst 10–11:30 am Library
 Storytime with Rita 

Delgado 
10:30 am–Noon Library

 Little Guild’s Annual 
Great Country Mutt Show 

11 am–2:30 pm 
Lime Rock Park

 Trails Day Conservation 
Hike 2–4 pm 

Trinity Forest Preserve

    Community/Senior 
Lunch Noon–1 pm 
UCC Parish House 
 Wastewater 

Management Meeting 
5 pm Hybrid/Library 
 Land Use Meeting 
7 pm Hybrid/Library

 Board of Finance
7 pm Zoom

 Painting Class 
10–11:30 am Library  
 Composting for the 
Backyard Gardener
10 am–Noon Library 

 Gardener’s Adventure 
10:45 am–2:30 pm

 Ellen Moon Art Opening 
5–7pm Library

 Special Veterans 
Event 11 am–Noon CCS
 Annual Town Picnic 

6–8 pm Hammond Beach           Board of Selectmen
         7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Cornwall 
Conservation 

Commission Meeting 
9 am Zoom

 Community/Social Hour 
3–4 pm UCC Parish House

 Books & Blooms 
Presentation & Cocktail 

Reception 
5:30 pm Town Hall

 Hazardous Waste 
Collection 9:00 am–Noon 
Falls Village PW Garage 

 Painting Class
 10–11:30 am Library

 Books & Blooms Garden 
Tours 10 am–4 pm

 Affordable Housing 
Commission Meeting 
5 pm Hybrid/Library  

 ZBA* 
7 pm Town Hall

   Community/Senior 
    Breakfast 9–10 am

UCC P.H.  Digital Safety 
for Seniors 10:30 am–Noon 

UCC Parish House 
 Park & Recreation 

6:30 pm Hybrid/Library
 Economic Development 

Commission 
7:30 pm Library

 Cornwall Library 
Annual Meeting 

4 pm Library/Zoom

 Hali Lee Author Talk: 
The Big We
5 pm Library
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(continued from page 1) Goodbye to a Friend 
Marilyn Olsen

Welcome 
Georgia Claire Brigham

to Caroline and Matt Brigham

Land Transfers 
Titus Welliver to Crosby’s Country House, LLC, 
two parcels of land, 5 acres each, with buildings 
thereon standing at 56 Hall Road, for $1,008,000.

Gray Barn, LLC to 137 Town Street, LLC, 10 
acres of land with buildings and improvements 

thereon at 137 Town Street, for $3,245,000.

into play the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD), which reviews 
projects before grant money is paid out.
	 But if the Trump administration comes 
through with its effort to freeze federal as-
sistance in a whole host of areas, the mas-
sive plan might turn into a (sewer) pipe 
dream. Because although 22 state attorneys 
general went to court and won a temporary 
injunction to block the attempt, the final 
outcome is still anybody’s guess, even if the 
District Court judge characterized a freeze 
as an act which, in his words, “fundamen-
tally undermines the distinct constitutional 
roles of each branch of our government.”
	 The town had received “notice from the 
federal government that it was freezing all 
federal loans and grants” early on, First Se-
lectman Gordon Ridgway told the mem-
bers of the Wastewater Committee in Feb-
ruary. Since that time Ridgway has reached 
out to his HUD contacts in Washington and 
Hartford, where he received assurances that 
“we are doing the right things by completing 
the design.” In the most recent meeting in 
early April, he promised to again “check the 
pulse, see if they have any guidance on our 
grant” and to give an update at the next com-
mittee meeting. One of the things the group 
hasn’t discussed yet is the worst-case scenar-
io: would the town be willing to go to court 
to fight for the money?
	 The next phase is the actual design of 
the treatment plant (“the right thing” men-
tioned above). For this, an infusion of funds 
is crucial. According to consulting engineer 
Steve McDonnell of WMC Engineers in 
Newington, design will “take almost a year.” 
But it will, for the first time, allow for a realis-
tic estimate of the true cost. It is likely that the 
dollar figure from 2023 needs to be revised 
upwards, maybe even significantly. Inflation 
and increased construction costs will make 
the project even more expensive before the 
big dig can actually begin.     —Juergen Kalwa 

Civil War IOU
What treasures might be in this small box of 
old probate records of Charles L. Gold 
(1863-1940)? In creating an inventory of 

these papers from the early 20th century, 
Andra West and I found an interesting sto-
ry about one of Cornwall’s heroes. Along 
with wills, warranty deeds, and probate re-
cords, there was a letter from a Wall Street 
law firm asking if Charles, as acting execu-
tor of Major Gen. John Sedgwick’s estate, 
could receive money other than his back 
pay. In addition to being judge of probate 
for the town, Charles’ wife Clara was the 
great niece of Sedgwick, who had not mar-
ried nor had children.
	 Before the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Sedgwick loaned $100 to fellow officer 
James Green Martin. We could only conjec-
ture how they had known each other. Both 
went to West Point but overlapped only 
one year. But both fought in several battles 
in the Mexican War, including Churubusco, 
where Major Martin lost an arm. 
	 When the war between the 
states began, Martin went south to his 
family in North Carolina to fight. A year 
later, his wife joined him, leaving the 
money with a friend to return to Sedg-
wick. With the confusion of the war, the 
death of Sedgwick, and the friend’s mov-
ing abroad, it wasn’t until 1912, about 50 
years later, that her lawyers were able to 
track down Gold.
	 Parker, Hatch and Sheehan re-
quired a certified letter of estate ad-
ministration from Gold, along with 
an assurance he was authorized to 
receive the debt repayment. A 
follow-up note from them in 
July of 1912 included a check 
for $100, with no interest, and 
the full name of Gen. Martin. To 
whom the money was given and how it 
was used is a mystery. A lesson that it is 
never too late to pay one’s debts.

—Ann Gold

A Tale of 
Three Emergency Rooms

Not long ago I had the stressful experience 
of visiting three emergency rooms (ERs), 
two for myself and one for my dog, a black 
Labrador named Legend. What follows is a 
description of our care, which turned out 
OK in both cases.
	 With me, it began with an unfamiliar 
pain in my stomach and side. Not extreme, 
maybe a six or seven, but enough to take 
me to the Sharon Hospital ER. After a half 
hour wait, I was moved to a room and 
quickly taken for a CT scan. “You have a 
kidney stone,” the young doctor an-
nounced. I was released and advised to go 
to Charlotte Hungerford immediately for 
further care. (Sharon once had two good 
urologists, now has none.) 
	 At Hungerford, I was admitted prompt-
ly to the emergency room. No rooms were 
available and so my gurney was set up in 
the hallway. “It’s always like this around 
the holidays,” offered a nurse as she spent a 
few minutes inserting an IV. The nurses 
were caring and responded to complaints 

with humor rather than impatience. Is this 
taught in nursing school as a coping tool for 

high pressure?
	 I spent the evening in the hallway filled 
with bright lights, noise, and scurrying 

nurses. It seemed oddly familiar, like a 
scene from HBO’s acclaimed ER drama, 
The Pitt. The following day I was rolled to 
an OR for a “procedure.” An anesthesiolo-
gist said, “Breathe normally.” Next thing I 
knew I was chatting with a nurse about 

best musicals (we agreed on Cabaret and 
Carousel). The procedure inserted a 

stent and relieved any discomfort. I 
returned in ten days for an outpa-

tient procedure to remove the 
offending stone. Full recovery 

took two painless but bloody 
weeks.
	 Legend spent a couple 
days vomiting and then not 

eating. A Lab not eating translates to: “Take 
me to my vet,” which we did. An X-ray 
showed a possible blockage, and we were 
told to take him immediately for emergency 
care. Newtown Veterinary Specialists (open 
24/7) was recommended. When we arrived, 
Legend was immediately taken by a tech for 
an ultrasound. We then met with a veterinar-
ian who explained it showed a foreign ob-
ject in the intestine; immediate surgery was 
recommended.
	 My wife, Audrey, and I returned home. 
The surgeon called about 5 p.m., reporting 
start of surgery. He then called two hours lat-
er to say all went well. Legend had eaten 
parts of a towel, which caused the problem. 
We picked Legend up two days later, and he 
recovered in two weeks with no problems.
	 My costs were fully covered by Medi-
care and Medigap, but insurance premi-
ums for both approach $800/month. What 
was actually billed by the hospital and paid 
by insurers are mysterious numbers possi-
bly sanctioned by a handful of bureaucrats.
	 Legend’s bill from Newtown for sur-
gery, ultrasound, anesthesia, etc. was 
$7,900. Steep indeed, but paid without a 
moment’s hesitation. He was otherwise in 
good health. As someone said “Dogs’ lives 
are too short; their only fault, really.”
	 Yes, it’s true that Legend’s care was 
smoother than mine even though he had 
major surgery. The speed of care was ex-
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ceptional, and communication with the 
surgeon and his team was better.
	 Our complicated and difficult health-
care system makes it tricky to compare ca-
nine care with human care. You’re 
probably familiar with long waits 
for appointments with primary 
care physicians (PCP) and special-
ists. When I asked my PCP about this, 
he said: “My patients are living longer, 
but not necessarily healthier; many have 
chronic diseases that need attention. The 
demand for doctors far exceeds the 
supply, and few want to go into 
primary care; the income 
doesn’t justify the time.”
	 Finally, Newtown is a 
good choice for your dog (or cat). 
And for our ERs, Sharon seemed calmer, 
Hungerford deeper. They helped me, and 
they will likely help you. If you need urgent 
care, don’t hesitate to head for our ERs (or 
call 911). No appointment necessary.

—Ed Ferman

Cornwall Briefs
• Memorial Day Twenty Years Later! 
Among his many talents, cook to emergen-
cy medic, Dave Cadwell is also a first-class 
raconteur. Dave showed off this skill deliv-
ering the Memorial Day address, 20 years 
after he first delivered the Memorial Day 
speech in Cornwall. The topic was what 
Dave describes as the “worst day” of his 
life. Serving as an infantry medic, 19-year-
old Dave lost his captain, Johnny Newton 
Ward, fellow soldiers, and a medic to 
friendly fire. And Dave was presumed 
dead by his platoon until days later when 
he was able to reunite with his unit. The re-
ception he received by his elated comrades, 
back from the dead, as it were, sustains him 
to this day. The aftershocks of that experi-
ence continued when Capital Ward’s wife, 
Joy, took her life some years later. Others 
who served in Vietnam and returned to 
Cornwall became, according to Dave “the 
guy who makes your Shaker furniture…
who repairs your frozen pipes…who be-
came an emeritus professor…who plows 
your driveway…or who shows up in the 
middle of the night to put out your chim-
ney fire.” His experience led Dave to join 
the Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department 
where he found a new “band of brothers 
and sisters.” Dave ended, stressing the im-
portance of hearing directly from veterans, 
imploring us to ask a veteran in your life to 
share their story. “I was silent for over 30 
years until Gordon Ridgway asked me to 
tell mine.”		   — Kevin Fisher
• The Cornwall Market at Cornwall Bridge 
is ready for summer: proprietor Will 
Schenk is looking to expand the market’s 
outdoor space and create special events like 
“Beer and Brats” in late May and “BBQ 
Oysters and California Wine” on June 28 
noon to 6 p.m. 		     —Kevin Fisher
• The sea comes to Cornwall: In a program 
made possible through grants from the 

Cornwall Foundation and National Iron 
Bank, all 86 students from the Cornwall 
Consolidated School (CCS) will take part in 
the Grumbling Gryphons Traveling Chil-

dren’s Theater production of The 
Ghost Net: An Environmental Musi-
cal of The Sea on Tuesday, June 3. 
To prepare for the production, 

students will work with Grumbling 
Gryphons actors and will have the op-

portunity to make masks and puppets 
for the show. The play, written by 

Leslie Elias, with costume and 
scenery by Ellen Moon, high-

lights the dangers of ocean 
pollution and the importance 
of environmental steward-
ship. The show was brought 

to the school by Principal Leanne Mac-
guire to tie into this year’s CCS theme of 
“Under the Sea.” Leslie Elias is excited to 
share that “CCS graduates Daniel and Arieh 
Saed are members of the cast and thrilled to 
be returning as adult performers to their 
alma mater.” Though the show is not open 
to the public, interested community mem-
bers over the age of six are welcome, but 
must contact the office at 672-6617 to in-
quire about tickets.  —Kevin Fisher 
• Region One School Budget Ap-
proved: The Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School and Pupil Ser-
vices 2025-2026 budget was 
approved in light voting on Tues-
day, May 6, by all of the six Region 
One towns: Cornwall, Falls Vil-
lage, Kent, North Canaan, Salis-
bury and Sharon. The budget 
covers items for the high school 
and services for pupils with spe-
cial needs. Assessments for all 
towns, except Cornwall, in-
creased, in some cases by 
eight to ten percent. Corn-
wall’s assessment, based 
upon student enrollment and 
needs, will be $2,004,274 a one 
percent decrease. 		    —Kevin Fisher 

Events & Announcements
Cornwall Conservation Trust
	 CT Trail Days/Cornwall Trails Day 
hike Saturday, June 7, at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Foote Field pavilion (parking opposite 60 
Furnace Brook Road). We will assemble 
and split up to walk our preserves and 
trails from Cornwall Village. Trails are of 
varying type and difficulty. Bring a sand-
wich and something to share for lunch at 
noon. Dogs welcome. 
	 CT Trail Days/Cornwall Trails Day 
hike at the Trinity Forest Preserve Sun-
day, June 8, from 2 to 4 p.m. Dibble Hill 
Road, West Cornwall, led by Barton Jones. 
Participants will meet at the parking space 
between numbers 134–152 Dibble Hill 
Road. Register on Housatonic Valley Asso-
ciation website.
	 “Be Seated” at Cornwall’s best views. 
Join our summer-long photo contest by lo-

cating the eight new benches in our pre-
serves. Commemorate the moment with a 
selfie or group photo, and send photos to 
cornwallconservationtrust@gmail.com be-
fore September 1. The first three people 
who find all eight benches are eligible for a 
prize. Photos will be used for an exhibit on 
the Cornwall Conservation Trust website. 
Please be aware of ticks and consult the 
website for any updates before coming.

At the Cornwall Library 
	 Painting in Outdoor Light: Art class with 
Collette Hurst, June 7, 14, and 21 from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. This class includes a review of sup-
plies needed, scene composition, and tech-
niques for plein air painting. Weather permit-
ting, some class time will be outdoors for 
those wishing to paint in natural surround-
ings. $75 for all three classes. Registration is 
required at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Children’s programs: Storytime with 
Rita Delgado, Saturday, June 7, from 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Jump into a magical interac-
tive reading time with Rita. The final after-
school art program will be June 11.
	 Composting for the Backyard Gar-
dener, Saturday, June 14, at 10 a.m. Pre-

sented by Robert Lavorgna, UCO-
NN advanced master gardener and 
certified master composter. Lavorg-
na has presented on gardening and 
composting throughout northwest 
Connecticut. There will be model 
composters on view at the event, 
two of which will be given away in a 
drawing at the September Agricul-
tural Fair. Attendees may enter 
their name in the drawing at no 
cost. Register for this event at 
cornwalllibrary.org.

    Books & Blooms at the Corn-
wall Library, June 20 and June 
21. (See insert.)
    The annual meeting of the Corn-
wall Library will be held at 4 p.m. 

on June 27. All are welcome; live or via a 
Zoom link provided on the town website.
         Author talk: The Big We by Hali Lee, 
Saturday, June 28, at 5 p.m. In 2021, Hali Lee 
was named to Forbes’ “50 Over 50: Impact” 
in recognition of her work as a founder of the 
Donors of Color Network, the first-ever na-
tional network of wealthy folks of color, and 
Philanthropy Together, a national collec-
tive-giving support organization. Today, she 
leads a boutique consulting practice, Radiant 
Strategies. In The Big We, Lee strikes a balance 
between personal stories, industry critique, 
and practical instruction. Lee will be inter-
viewed by Betsy Vorce. 

Little Guild’s Annual Great Country Mutt 
Show will be held at Lime Rock Park at 60 
White Hollow Road in Lakeville on Sun-
day, June 8, from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. This 
Westminster-style dog show is free to spec-
tators and held rain or shine under the big 
tent. There will be live music by the Joint 
Chiefs, a special performance by the Sharon 
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Playhouse’s YouthStage, a raffle, pet-
themed vendors, and food from various 
concessions. To register, visit littleguild.
org. A $20 registration fee allows your 
dog to compete in two categories, and 
supports the animal rescue work of 
the Little Guild.

Park and Recreation
	 Tuesday, June 10, Com-
munity/Senior Lunch, UCC 
Parish House at noon. RSVP 
by June 7 to park.recreation@cornwallct.
gov or call/text 860-480-0600.
	 Monday, June 16, Annual Town Picnic 
at Hammond Beach from 6 to 8 p.m. Come 
for a fun night to kick off the summer sea-
son! This year the food is different due to 
food regulations. Park & Rec will provide a 
$5 food voucher toward purchase at Hot 
Z’s Food Truck. The Agricultural Commis-
sion is providing pre-packaged ice cream.
	 Wednesday, June 18, Community/So-
cial Hour from 3 to 4 p.m. Just drop by 
UCC Parish House for snacks and drinks 
with friends.
	 Tuesday, June 24, Community/Senior 
Breakfast, UCC Parish House at 9 a.m. 
RSVP by June 21 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.

Cornwall Garden Club Presents Garden-
er’s Adventure to the Hudson Valley, Satur-
day, June 14, from 10:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Private tour with head farmer Alex Kohler 
at the renowned Stonewood Farms, a 
wholistic organic farm of exceptional beau-
ty, followed by casual cook-house lunch 
with culinary director Kristen Essig. After 
lunch we drive to nearby Innisfree Garden 
for a walk. Stonewood fee is $50 ($30 tax de-
ductible). Space limited. RSVP by June 4.

Art in Cornwall
	 Art Show at the Cornwall Library, Ellen 
Moon, “Thinking About Gardens.” Open-
ing reception on June 14 at 5 p.m. The show 
includes watercolors of all sorts of gardens: 
flower gardens, vegetable gardens and 
even “gardening” of the woods. Almost all 
the paintings are of Cornwall gardens. 

Moon will also show two botanically 
themed embroidered jackets. Reg-
istration requested for the recep-

tion.
	      Art Show at the Cornwall Li-
brary, “Traces, Places and Faces: 
Works on Paper by Sari Goodfriend 
and Eddie Watkins.” Sari’s work re-
flects her interest in landscape, the 
details of nature, abstract elements, 
and street photography. This exhibi-

tion includes both Eddie’s 
paintings and his photographs. 

The show will remain on exhibit until June 7.
	 At the Souterrain Gallery of the Wish 
House, Ken Krug’s exhibit “Country Roads 
& City Streets” continues through June 
alongside the recently opened exhibit of 
Frank Rosen Wood/Art. Open Thursday to 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Special Veterans Event. Lt. Gov. Susan 
Bysiewicz is coming to Cornwall for a vet-
erans’ ceremony on June 16 at 11 a.m. at 
Cornwall Consolidated School. Korean 
and Vietnam veterans and families are in-
vited. Contact the first selectman’s office 
to be included.

Project Sage presents a pro-
gram on “Digital Safety 
for Seniors” to be held at 
the UCC Parish House on 
June 24 at 10:30 a.m. led by 
Linda Ciano. All welcome.

From the Board of Selectmen’s Office.
	 The town of Cornwall is looking to hire 
lifeguards and a water safety instructor. 
Contact Jane Hall at assistant@cornwallct.
gov. Hammond Beach passes are now 
available in the town hall office.
	 Household hazardous waste collection 
day is June 21 from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Falls Village public works garage. Ticket is 
required; available online or at first select-
man’s office.

Dog Licensing in 2025. The state of Con-
necticut requires that all dogs six months of 
age or older be licensed annually on or be-
fore June 30 in the town clerk’s office in the 
town where the dog is owned or kept. Li-
censes will be available on June 1. A current 
rabies vaccination certificate must be sub-
mitted or be on file. Neutered or spayed 
dogs cost $8 and male or female dogs cost 
$19. For a neutered or spayed dog being li-
censed for the first time, a certificate from a 
licensed veterinarian must be presented. 
Penalties apply for late registration. There 
are three options for obtaining your dog’s 

license: you may register in person, by mail 
(enclose a SASE for return of tag and license) 
OR by using the online license renewal sys-
tem. The online option is only for dogs that 
were licensed last year. The Cornwall web-
site, cornwallct.org, will show the link on 
June 1. New dogs and dogs that failed to re-
new their licenses last year will need to use 
the mail option or register in person.

The Cornwall Historical Society is 
looking to hire a docent to open the mu-
seum to visitors every Saturday from 
July 5 to Columbus Day weekend. Hours 
are from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Duties include 
greeting visitors, answering questions, 
and processing gift shop purchases. 
Hourly pay is $20. Anyone who is inter-
ested should contact Suzie Fateh at 
curator@cornwallhistoricalsociety.org. 

Cornwall Woman’s Society is seeking vol-
unteers for its annual rummage set-up and 
sale days. Setup dates: July 8 to 16; sale 
dates: July 19 to 21. If interested in helping, 
contact Cheryl Thibault at cbthibault@
gmail.com. (See insert in July Chronicle.)

Grumbling Gryphons: Regis-
tration is now open for the 

annual week-long theater 
arts camp. Camp runs 
from July 28 to August 1, 
for children and teens ages 

six and up. To register go to 
grumblinggryphons.org or 

contact Leslie Elias, artistic director, by 
emailing grumblinggryphons@gmail.com 
for more information.

Summer Responsible
Cornwall’s monthly news isn’t nominal, 
Let us make our days well Chronicled, Keep 
editors humming, issues forthcoming, Send 
a donation that says you’re phenomenal to 
PO Box 6 in West Cornwall 06796, on our 
website, or using this QR code (below).



Friday, June 20 | 5:30pm
“What Makes a Garden a Garden?” 

Self-guided Tours of Four Cornwall Gardens
Sophisticated perennial borders | A Tuscan-inspired garden

A landscape with dramatic views | Tapestry of color

At The Cornwall Library
Sale of new and out-of-print garden books

Thinking About Gardens: An exhibit of watercolors of 
Cornwall gardens by Ellen Moon

Saturday, June 21 | 10am to 4pm

Tickets & Information
Talk & Cocktail Reception: $40 | Tours: $30 | Talk & Tours: $65

Tickets may be purchased online at CornwallLibrary.org,
by calling or visiting the library, or through the QR code.

The Cornwall Library | 30 Pine Street | 860.672.6874 

Books&Blooms

Cornwall Garden Weekend
June 20 & 21, 2025

A presentation by Dee Salomon, the “Ungardener” 
columnist for the Lakeville Journal, at the Cornwall Town 
Hall. Cocktail Reception to follow, featuring live music by 

the Crownback Funk Trio. 



LET’S TALK BITTERSWEET. 

Asian Bittersweet, Celastrus orbiculatus, one of Cornwall’s 
“sinister seven” invasive plants, was originally brought to the 
USA from Asia as an ornamental vine and also to help prevent 
erosion. It prefers sunny areas but tolerates shade. In Cornwall 
we see bittersweet vines on roadsides and edges of � elds as well 
as in wooded areas. O� en climbing trees (and telephone poles), it 
can grow into a thick woody vine up to 4 inches in diameter. As 
the host tree grows over time, the twining bittersweet eventually 
chokes o�  nutrients that � ow beneath the bark. Sinister. Le�  
unchecked it can blanket large areas, blocking sun and moisture 
from vegetation below.

CORNWALL CONSERVATION COMMISSION:
IDENTIFY, REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF INVASIVE PLANTS

ASIAN BITTERSWEET
CELASTRUS ORBICULATUS

BURNING: Vines with roots and/or berries can be burned when possible 
(follow Cornwall regulations).

BAGGING: Bag vines with roots and/or seeds in black 
plastic, close tightly and leave the bag in the sun. Without 
moisture, the plant material inside will “bake” and die 
and can then be composted or disposed of in the woods. 
It may take six weeks or more for all the material in the 
bag to become completely lifeless. 

AVOID:
• Tossing pulled seedlings where they can re-root 
• Tossing branches with roots, seeds or fruit in areas where 

the seeds can take hold 

Disposal

Calendar

MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV

���������

���������

��������
������

������
�������
�

Adapted from the Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Management Calendar produced by the Connecticut 
Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG).

Treatment, 
herbicidal

Treatment, 
mechanical

� is insert made possible by funding from � e Cornwall Foundation. Illustrations by Cindy Kirk.



Birds eat the berries and spread the seeds. Humans are attracted 
to the orange berries and use them decoratively in wreaths and 
arrangements, which o� en get tossed into the landscape.

SMALL SEEDLINGS: If 12 inches or less, these are easily pulled, 
roots and all. 

LONGER VINES: Cut at 2 feet from the ground the � rst time you cut, 
then make later cuts at 1 foot. Monitor the regrowth and keep cutting 
as necessary. � is strategy weakens the plant signi� cantly over time. 

LARGE WOODY VINES: Cut near the base 
and paint the stump with herbicide. � e stump, 
root and vine can be le�  to deteriorate.

Note: Most experts agree that while herbicides 
are harmful in general for the environment, 
many invasives can’t be controlled without at 
least some herbicide use. Follow directions 
carefully and use in a targeted manner to 
minimize harm.

PLANT ID APP: PictureThis (about $40 
per year/ free option). � e app identi� es the 
plant from a photo and provides details.

BITTERSWEET INVASIVE 
PLANT FACTSHEET: 
UCONN Extension guide to 
identi� cation, control and disposal. 
bit.ly/CCC_bittersweet

Identifi cation Spread

Removal

Do not mow 
bittersweet. 

Cutting bittersweet near 
the ground stimulates 

growth and will cause it to 
proliferate.

Asian bittersweet


