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July Chronicle Copy
 Park and Meeting –
6:30 pm Hybrid/Library
 Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission 

Meeting 7 pm Town Hall

 Inlands Wetland Agency 
7 pm Hybrid

   Board of Selectmen
        7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Pressed Flower Art 
3:30–4:30 pm Town Hall
 Board of Education 
Meeting 4 pm CCS

 Explore 
the Day Preserve
10 am - 11:30 am 

 Little Guild’s Annual 
Great Country Mutt Show 

11 am–2:30 pm
Lime Rock Park

 Waste Water 
Management Project 

Meeting 5 pm 
Hybrid/Library

 Planning & Zoning 
Meeting 7 pm 
Hybrid/Library

 Community/Senior Lunch 
Noon–1 pm 

UCC Parish House

 Father & Child 
Build & Paint Day 
5–6 pm Town Hall

    Paint Summer 
Scenes Art Class 

10–11:30 am Library  

Hike the Matland Preserve 
10–11:30 am  Storybook 

Hour 10:30 am–Noon 
Library  Meals to Go 

Brunch 10:30 am–1 pm 
UCC Parish House  

Beaver Talk 5 pm Library

 Democratic Town 
Committee Meeting 

4–5 pm Library
 Chinese Tea Event 

4–6 pm
 Cornwall Market

   Board of Selectmen
        7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Community Social Hour
2–3 pm

 UCC Parish House

 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting 

9–10 am Hybrid
 Board of Finance 

Meeting 
7 pm Hybrid

 Flower Arrangement 
Donations 5 pm Library
 Books & Blooms 2026: 
Talk & Cocktail Reception 

5–7 pm

   Cornwall Music Bowl 
Cornwall Market 

 Household Haz. Waste 
Day 9 am–Noon 

Falls Village PW Garage
 Art Class 

10–11:30 am Library 
 Books & Blooms Garden 

Tours 10 am–4 pm

 ZBA*
7 pm Hybrid

 Annual Town Picnic 
6–8 pm Hammond Beach
 Economic Development 

Committee Meeting 
7:30 pm Hybrid

 Community/Senior 
Breakfast 
9–10 am 

UCC Parish House

 LEGO Club
5–6 pm Library

 Community 
   Resource Awareness 

9 am–12:30 pm 
Cornwall Village Green
 Paint Summer Scenes 

Art Class 
10–11:30 am Library
 “Constance Old 
Collages” Opening 

Reception 5–7 pm Library

 Affordable Housing 
Commission Meeting 
5 pm Hybrid/Library

 Senior Bus Trip
10 am–2:30 pm

Friendly Faces
     from Home

Ben Nicholas received an im-
portant morsel of astronaut 
perspective at NASA’s Neu-
tral Buoyancy Laboratory in 
Houston, Texas, that stayed 
with him far beyond that day 
of training. Astronaut Christi-

na Koch, mission specialist on the Artemis II 
and record holder for the longest single 
spaceflight by a woman, reminded him, 
“The first faces that you see when you come 
back from space stay with you forever.” One 
of those faces would end up being Ben’s.
	 Ben’s journey to lead the recovery oper-
ation of the Artemis II astronauts and Integ-
rity after splashdown started back here in 
Cornwall Village. He attended Cornwall 
Consolidated School, chased soccer balls 
around town, and spent many summers on 
the Housatonic helping his dad run the 
Housatonic Anglers, a fly-fishing outfit he 
started in 1993. Ben’s family and friends 
created a very strong community, he ex-
plained, supporting him long after he left 
Cornwall in 2011 to attend Northfield 
Mount Herman School in Massachusetts 
and then the Naval Academy, playing soc-
cer all along the way.
	 Ben’s training for the Artemis II recov-
ery mission had just begun, though. One of 
only 15 selected from a class of 1,000 for Ex-

plosive Ordnance Disposal training in Pana-
ma City Beach, Florida, he entered that high-
risk, intensive program to detect, disarm, 
and dispose of underwater explosive haz-
ards. After many deployments and trainings 
all around the world, including with a SEAL 
Team 4, he eventually received a permanent 
change of station, to lead a mobile diving and 
salvage company in San Diego.
	 All that experience was a warm-up to 
the intensive two-week training at NASA’s 
Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory, equipped 
with a 40-foot deep, 6.2 million–gallon pool 
designed to train astronauts and special-
ized recovery teams. Ben’s team practiced 
multiple rough-sea and nighttime scenarios 
to prepare for recovery of the Artemis II.
	 Ben’s mission began immediately after 
the Integrity splashed down in the waters 60 
miles off San Diego on Friday, April 10, 
2026, at 5:07 p.m. PDT. His crew surrounded 
the spaceship, making sure the capsule was 
safe to approach. They swept the Integrity 
for hazardous gases, stabilized it with a flo-
tation collar, and helped a medical contin-
gent do an immediate preliminary health 
check. Then they began setting up the 
“Front Porch,” a large raft to accept the as-
tronauts after exiting the capsule to await 
helicopter transport to the USS John P. 
Murtha, anchored nearby. With the crew 
safely on board the ship, Ben’s crew fo-

cused on recovering 
the Integrity onto the 
USS Murtha as well.
	 During the operation, Ben was so fo-
cused on his duties, he could not immedi-
ately reflect on the enormity and signifi-
cance of events. Afterwards, however, 
when revisiting the Integrity with friends, 
he could step back to ponder his role in the 
historic space flight. One moment during 
the mission, however, did give him pause. 
Seeing Christina emerge from the Integrity 
and waving to him 20 yards away, he real-
ized his was the friendly face greeting her 
back home to Earth. He got goose bumps.
	 The Artemis II crew named their Orion 
capsule Integrity to represent the trust, 
teamwork, and dedication of the thousands 
of people involved in building and launch-
ing the mission. That same word describes 
the people who surrounded Ben growing 
up in Cornwall. The close community of 
Ben’s parents and friends, “the Elwell fam-
ily, the Pryor family, the Morgan family, 
the Carlson family, I could go on. All of 
these families that I grew up with instilled 
great values of fellowship. A really good 
group of people that support one another 
and are there for one another, and have fun 
with one another. That in large part has 
made me who I am.” Not by coincidence, it 
also describes all the men and women who 
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(continued from page 1) Goodbye to Friends
Theresa Beurket

John Edward Calhoun
John Harding

Welcome
Maxwell Charles Homer 

to Jonathan and Sean Homer

Congratulations
Kevin MacPherson and Emeline Chatelot

Land Transfers
Joseph Capone Jr. to Jason Phillips, 2.375 acres 

land at 70 Kent Road for $105,000

engineered the Artemis II mission from be-
ginning to end.
	 The faces Ben encountered early in 
life in Cornwall were as welcoming 
to him as the ones the Artemis as-
tronauts saw upon returning from 
space. From the intimate commu-
nity of Cornwall to the immense 
organization of the Artemis pro-
gram, NASA, and the US Navy, 
everyone accomplished their mis-
sion.           —Danny and Ben Lesch
Disclaimer: Views expressed in this ar-
ticle are Ben Nicholas’s own and do not 
reflect the official policy or position 
of the Department of War or the 
US Navy.

Reed Brook Examined
After the 1987 tornado visited our neigh-
borhood in Great Hollow, we moved to 
Cream Hill. I thought I was in heaven! I had 
a great home in the woods, a team of trail 
horses, and a passion for trail riding. I espe-
cially loved riding the Housatonic forest 
roads: Wickwire, Gold’s, Mansfield, and 
Mt. Titus. I began to notice the intricate 
weave of local brooks that laced through 
those roads, wondering where they came 
from and where they were going. Now, 
many years later, I am in the process of 
finding out. 
	 Before I studied Reed Brook, I had in-
vestigated the hydrology, history, and 
health of Mill Brook. It was fascinating to 
discover that the brook flowing past my 
house had such a rich past. But what about 
all the other brooks? 
	 Then came a request from the Chronicle 
to explore and report on other waterways 
as part of an ongoing project started by Ella 
Clark with Furnace Brook. My choice was 
Reed Brook, pretty much unheard of in lo-
cal lore and legend. But it turns out that this 
rivulet in North Cornwall near the Canaan 
border contributes to the Cornwall story in 
many ways.
	 The headwaters of Reed Brook start just 
south of Yelping Hill. With the help of a 
friend at the Yelping Hill Association, as well 
as a latitude/longitude reading, I found the 
modest source of Reed Brook in a faint trickle 
coming from a swampy tangle of weeds and 
mud in Cream Hollow. I followed the trickle 
as it grew in size and strength, wending its 
way through the forest until it became the 
dramatic cascade as Dean’s Ravine empties 
into the Housatonic River.
	 But let’s back up to Reed Brook’s hum-
ble beginnings. Once upon a time it carved 
its way through metamorphic rock formed 
eons ago by continental collisions that re-
sulted in the formation of our western high-
lands. It turns out that many of Cornwall’s 
streams come from wetlands starting as a 
trickle in higher elevations. 
	 After the Ice Age glaciers retreated 
12,000 years ago, impermeable glacial till 

(sediment) settled into our hilly landscape 
and individual watersheds were formed. 

These headwater wetlands store caches of 
rainwater that are released slowly, form-
ing brooks and creeks. The 2007 Kings 

Mark environmental report, commis-
sioned by Cornwall Planning and 
Zoning, stresses the vital impor-
tance of these headwater wetlands 
for wildlife diversity, clean water, 
and flood control. The report de-
scribes wetlands as pearls on a 
necklace, each a valuable part of 
the whole and requiring vigilant 

protection. 
	 The history of Reed Brook also re-

minds us of its importance to early set-
tlers, who dammed it in seven places. 

The stream’s name derives from two broth-
ers, Hawley and Harry Reed, who had a 
farm near Bunker Hill. The Hollenbeck Riv-
er also originated in this area. Today, the 
area is still quite rural and under conserva-
tion protections.
	 Nowadays when I pass this little stream 
in my wanderings, I give a silent nod to its 
clear, cold waters that replenish the mighty 
Housatonic. And I remember that Reed 
Brook is an ancient tributary from which a 
mighty river swells.                  —Deb Bennett

Cornwall’s Dogs Revisited
It’s been far too long since we updated this 
essential survey, and so I called Town Clerk 
Kathryn Lee for a report. She replied 
promptly with some interesting changes. 
The most popular dog is now the Austra-
lian shepherd, replacing the Labrador. 
Aussies are attractive and highly intelli-
gent, but also known for their very high en-
ergy and barking. Given Cornwall’s older 
population, this is a surprising breed for 
our top dog.
	 Another change is the presence of a doz-
en designer dogs; these are mixes of a stan-
dard poodle with another breed. Cornwall 
has many variants including one sheepadoo-
dle, which is not an actual sheep, but a mix 
with an old English sheepdog. The most fre-
quent mixtures are labradoodles and gold-
endoodles. I have no experience with ei-
ther, but came close last summer with a 
play date between our black Labrador Leg-
end and Roxana Robinson’s standard poo-
dle Katie. After an hour of urging both dogs 
into our pool with mixed results, we let 
them relax on the lawn. Legend lay down 
and quietly chewed on a stick while Ka-
tie bounded around him joyfully. Pic-
ture Dustin Hoffman and Ginger 
Rogers.
	 What would a union of these 
two be like? They are 
both highly intelligent 
breeds and valued as 
service dogs. The 
poodle is especially 
good at medical 
alerts. But their 
energy levels and 

temperaments are different.
	 Doodles are undeniably cute, but would 
you end up with a super dog or a fancy mutt? 
As well as a high-priced one. Breeders charge 
$2,500 to $7,500 for a doodle puppy.
	 I tried for an evenhanded opinion from 
AI, which has no skin in the game and so 
far, has no skin at all. I asked a chatbot what 
to expect from a new labradoodle puppy. It 
replied: “Overall a loving intelligent com-
panion but too high-energy and needy for 
your age. Get something smaller.” The 
chatbot knew my age from a previous talk 
about knee pain, but not the fact that I con-
sider anything smaller than 50 lbs. not a 
proper dog.
	 Meanwhile Google, who knows all my 
interests and thoughts, sent me an article 
from Smithsonian Magazine titled “Doodles 
May Have More Behavioral Problems than 
Their Purebred Parents.” The article re-
viewed a study by an animal behaviorist in 
England who asked 9,000 owners of cocka-
poos and labradoodles about 12 behaviors, 
including trainability and aggression. The 
crossbreeds had more behavioral problems 
than their purebred progenitors in 44 per-
cent of comparisons, and fewer in only ten 
percent. Is this study meaningful? I doubt 
it. Many critics dismissed it because it paid 
no attention to the effect of the owners.
	 Like them or not, designer dogs are a 
multi-billion-dollar business and are here 
to stay. We may as well welcome them as 
just another breed to argue about or make 
fun of. And crossbreeding can bring out in-
teresting traits. As Stanley Coren wrote in 
How to Speak Dog: “A man once told me his 
dog was half pit bull and half poodle. It 
wasn’t much good as a guard dog, but it 

was a vicious gossip.”              —Ed Ferman

Cornwall’s 250th 
Anniversary Quilt  

Quilts and quilting, for winter warmth, 
crafting pleasure, or to make a state-
ment, have always had a place in our 
country’s history. Quilts appear in local 
history as well, as seen in the virtual 
exhibit currently at the Connecticut 
Historical Society’s “Pieces of Ameri-
can History: Connecticut Quilts.”  
	 Following this tradition, the Corn-
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Letter to the 
Chronicle

wall Historical Society has commissioned a 
commemorative quilt to be presented at the 
Cornwall Agricultural Fair in September 
2026, as a celebration of our country’s 250th 
anniversary.  
	 Joyce Keisman and Ann Gold co-chair 
the Cornwall quilters’ effort, with Eileen 
Gargan and Stephanie Mahoney serving 
alongside them on the commit-
tee. Seventeen women are creat-
ing the quilt, using different fabrics 
and designs, to create a vision of 
Cornwall today. Each quilter 
brings a unique perspective on what 
Cornwall means, capturing both 
her personal experiences and our 
shared history. Together, the quil-
ters have developed a shared pal-
ette and aesthetic.
	 The quilt will feature a tapestry of 
Cornwall landmarks and traditions, 
including a map of the town highlight-
ing Cornwall Bridge, Cornwall Village, 
West Cornwall, and Cornwall Hollow. Oth-
er elements will include the Sedgwick Me-
morial, Mohawk Mountain in winter, the 
beloved summer rummage sale, family 
barns, Yelping Hill, town hall, our iconic 
Covered Bridge, the historical society, Ca-
thedral Pines, and more. 
	 At the end of June, the quilt will be as-
sembled and sent to the longarm quilter. A 
longarm quilter is not a person with spi-
dery arms, but rather the 10-to-14-foot sew-
ing machine used to sew together the quilt, 
batting, and backing. The finished quilt will 
measure approximately 65 by 77 inches, ex-
cluding borders, and will hang in Cornwall 
Town Hall. The 250th Anniversary quilt 
will also display a message that celebrates 
Cornwall and its inhabitants of today. 

—Kevin Fisher

Cornwall’s Former 
Boarding School

Rumsey Hall School, once housed mainly 
in the now-gone Greek Revival building on 
Bolton Hill Road, was a fixture in Cornwall 
for over 40 years. The history of the school’s 
peripatetic journey to and from Cornwall 
reflects an earlier time when Cornwall was 
host and home to private schools and stu-
dents, including myself.
	 What would become Rumsey Hall 
School was initially called Sanford Prepara-
tory School. The school was opened in a 
rented hall in Seneca Falls, New York, in 
1900 by Lillias (Lillie) Rumsey Sanford, 
daughter to John A. Rumsey, who sold 
Rumsey Pumps worldwide. John Rumsey 
built his personal home in Seneca Falls 
which he called Rumsey Hall, a Second 
Empire mansion completed in 1882 but lost 
to foreclosure in 1898.
	 The Sanford school ran out of space in 
its first six years, going from seven to 23 
students. In April 1907, newspapers report-
ed that the lease on the Sanford school in 
Seneca Falls was ending as the owners 
wanted to use the property to open a hotel. 

With graduation only two months away, 
the school needed to find a new site quick-
ly. Lillie decided to move to a leased prop-
erty in Cornwall, Connecticut. It had a main 
building, a school building, and a gymnasi-
um.  Importantly, it had a railroad depot 

nearby closer to New York City than 
Seneca Falls.

    After graduation in 1907, Lillie 
moved the school to Cornwall to 
the property which was owned 

by the town of Cornwall. The 
school was renamed Rumsey Hall 

School as part of the move, since 
there was already a Sanford School 
in Connecticut. Rumsey Hall School 

was a boarding school, but it did 
have day students. Students were 
ages 8 to 14.
	 Rumsey Hall School grew to its 

peak enrollment of 60 students in 
1930. Lillie became blind and disabled 
in 1932 and Helen, her daughter-in-

law, ran the school for the next eight 
years. Lillie passed away and Helen put the 
school up for sale in 1940. Both Louis 
Schutte, then headmaster of the school, and 
John Schereschewsky (Sherry), then head-
master of Suffield Academy, vied for the 
school. Louis Schutte thought he should 
have been offered a lower price, reflecting 
his 37 years of service to the school as head-
master and an unwritten agreement made 
between himself and Lillie. Helen disagreed, 
and eventually Sherry bought the school. 
Helen retired and moved to a small house 
across the street from Rumsey Hall.
	 Louis Schutte retired the next year and 
David Barr became third headmaster of 
Rumsey Hall School. When Sherry was 
called to join the Navy in 1943, David Barr 
and Sherry’s wife, Elizabeth, ran the school. 
But Sherry wasn’t happy that under the ex-
isting lease he could not enlarge the school 
at its Cornwall location.
	 In 1948-49, the Romford School in 
Washington Depot went out of business 
and came up for sale. Sherry made ar-
rangements to buy the property, and in 
the summer of 1949 the Rumsey Hall 
School moved to Washington Depot, 
Connecticut. In 1956, the buildings that 
had housed Rumsey Hall in Cornwall 
would become home to the newly estab-
lished Marvelwood School. Rumsey 
Hall School, from which I graduated in 
1973, continues to this day in its Wash-
ington location.	                 —Serge Blain

Cornwall Briefs
• Help wanted, the town has a full-
time job opening for a highway de-
partment maintainer and summer 
openings for lifeguards and water 
safety instructors at Hammond Beach. 
Contact Jane Hall at 860-689-6992 for 
details. 
• Micki Nunn-Miller, pastor of the UCC, 
is once again leading volunteers to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota this 

summer. For over 10 years Cornwall com-
munity members have traveled to the reser-
vation to help improve the quality of life for 
those who live there. Susan Saccardi and the 
Cornwall Knitters are spearheading a town-
wide drive for donations for this year’s trip to 
the reservation. (See the insert.) 
• From the Conservation Commission 
desk: The Cornell Bird Lab says peak mi-

gration for our neck of the woods is 
around mid- to late May and continues 

through mid-June. To help keep birds 
safe, turn off outdoor lights and draw 
the curtains to keep light indoor be-
tween 11 p.m. and 6 a.m.

• The Little Guild formally opened its 
new facility last month after spending 
more than two years in temporary 
trailers near Foote Field. An open 
house for an estimated 300 members 

of the community was held on May 9 
to showcase the new building, which is 
designed to accommodate 18 dogs and 
30 cats. Stop by, say hello, and meet 
your new best friend at 285 Sharon-Gos-
hen Tpke in West Cornwall. Call 672-
6346 to arrange a visit. 

• The Pink House patio is now open for 
the season serving chef CJ’s new spring 
menu. Morning coffee service continues on 
weekdays from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. And the 
weekend brunch service is every Saturday 
and Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

—Bob Meyers

CONNECTICUT IN THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR
	 Paul De Angelis, in his article on the Amer-
ican Revolution, states that “no major clashes of 
the war took place in Connecticut.” This isn’t 
true. In July 1779, the British under Generals 
William Tryon and George Garth landed hun-
dreds of troops in Fairfield and in a punitive 
action fought the local militia, captured the 
town, and burned most of the village to the 
ground. They went on to New Haven, where 
another punitive raid took place. Two years ear-
lier, in 1777, the British landed at Compo Beach, 
in what is now Westport, battled the Minute-
men, marched to Danbury, where they de-
stroyed continental supplies, and then engaged 
in a major battle at Ridgefield, where they fought 
Benedict Arnold, David Wooster, and 700 mili-
tiamen. These actions weren’t as significant as 
the Battle of Saratoga, but they galvanized the 
citizenry to support the revolution.

—Richard Olderman 

Thanks to Richard Olderman for filling in the 
picture about Revolutionary War activity in 
Connecticut. Since Peter Vermilyea’s book fo-
cused on Litchfield County, he mentions none of 
the confrontations described in Mr. Olderman’s 
letter. Also, I believe historians tend to classify 
them as skirmishes rather than major battles.

—Paul De Angelis



CORNWALL CHRONICLE4 JUNE 2026

CORNWALL CHRONICLE
cornwallchronicle.org

THIS MONTH
Heidi Cunnick, Kevin Fisher, Kirk Van Tassel, 

and Bob Meyers, Editors
 Willa Neubauer, Illustrations

NEXT MONTH
Kerry Donahue and Meg Tansey, Editors 

For any submissions:
cornwallchronicle.org/chronicle-submission  

MANAGING EDITOR Ruth Epstein

CALENDAR EDITOR Cara Weigold
calendar@cornwallchronicle.org

ILLUSTRATIONS EDITOR Valorie Fisher
valorie@valoriefisher.com

COMPOSITOR Sarah K. Hermans

CIRCULATION Robert Adzema, Nan and John Bevans

DIRECTORS
Bob Meyers, PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER

Annie Kosciusko, VICE PRESIDENT
Kerry Donahue, SECRETARY

Tom Barrett, TREASURER
Paul De Angelis • Juergen Kalwa  

Ben Lesch • John W. W. Zeiser
Tom and Margaret Bevans, FOUNDERS

Printed at Moore & More Printing, Millerton NY

THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we 
need your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be 
glad to mail the print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West 
Cornwall, CT 06796 or go to bit.ly/ChronicleDonation. 

Comments, letters and news may be submitted to the publishers at: cornwallchronicle.org/chronicle-submission 

Events & Announcements
Cornwall Park & Recreation
	 After school program at town hall on 
Wednesday, June 3, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Create a pressed-flower sun catcher. Grades 
K-3. Free. Limited space avail-
able.
	 Senior lunch at UCC Parish 
House on Wednesday, June 10, at 
noon. RSVP by June 7 to park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/
text Bethaney at 860-419-5337.
	 Father-child activity on Fri-
day, June 12, from 5 to 6 p.m. at 
town hall. Celebrate dads and to-
gether build and paint a wooden 
race car.
	 Community social hour on 
Wednesday, June 17, from 2 to 3 
p.m. at the UCC Parish House. 
Drop by for a snack and drinks 
with friends.
	 Annual town picnic at Ham-
mond Town Beach on Tuesday, 
June 23, from 6 to 8 p.m. Bring your own 
picnic. Ice cream provided by the Agricul-
tural Commission. Lifeguards on duty.
	 Senior breakfast on Wednesday, June 
24, at 9 a.m. at UCC Parish House. RSVP by 
June 21 to park.recreation@cornwallct.gov 
or call/text Bethaney 860-419-5337.
	 Saturday June 27. Mental health re-
sources. Cornwall Village Green from 9 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Mental health organiza-
tions will be available with resources and 
information.
	 Tuesday June 30. Senior bus trip on Tues-
day, June 30, from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. UCC 
Parish House for the bus to White Flower 
Farm and later lunch at Popey’s Café. Space 
is limited. Email park.recreation@cornwallct.
gov to sign up.
	 Calling all local artisans and businesses! 
Taste of Cornwall is looking for vendors to 
highlight the best our community has to of-
fer at our event on August 8 from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Email park.recreation@cornwallct.gov for 
an application.

Cornwall Conservation Trust
	 June 6 at 10 a.m. Explore the Day Pre-
serve with Sanah Petersen to celebrate CT 
Trails Day. Parking at the Gold’s Pine lot 

near the Little Guild and firehouse.
	 June 13 at 10 a.m. Hike the Matland Pre-
serve, 72 forested acres on the south slope 
of iconic Tarradiddle Mountain. Led by D. 
Callahan. Parking near 350 Sharon Goshen 
Turnpike, close to Dibble Hill Road.
	    Join in a conversation with Sandy 
Carlson about beaver ecology June 13, 5 
p.m. at the Cornwall Library. Email 

chairmancornwallcc@gmail.com or text 
347-277-1970 to register.

The Chalk Gremlin Circus Company 
performs Saturday, June 6, at 1 and 6 p.m. 
at 22 Popple Swamp Road.  To reserve 
seats go linktr.ee/chalkgremlincircus

At the Cornwall Library
	 Art class with Collette Hurst: June 13, 
20, and 27. 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Paint sum-
mer scenes in watercolor and gouache 

(indoor and outdoor weather permitting). 
Fee is $75 for three classes, payable June 13. 
Register at cornwalllibrary.org. 
	 Storybook Hour with Rita Delgado. 
Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to noon, and Sat-
urday, June 13, from 10:30 a.m. to noon. 
Please register at cornwalllibrary.org. 
	 Books & Blooms: June 19 and 20. The 11th 
year of this popular fundraiser. (See insert.) 
	 LEGO Club: June 26 from 5 to 6 p.m. Join 
the monthly LEGO club meeting for ages 5 
and up. We provide the bricks. Register at 
cornwalllibrary.org or 347-277-1970.

Homemade Meals to Go (HM2G) fund-
raising brunch. Join us for HM2G’s most 
popular meals, and learn about the service 
HM2G provides to Cornwall seniors. June 
13 from 10:30 a.m to 1 p.m. at the UCC Par-
ish House. Cost is $15 per person, all ages 
welcome. Donations support the reduced 
cost meal program for Cornwall seniors 
and free meals to senior Cornwall food 
pantry clients. RSVP required. Email 
cornwallmeals2go@gmail.com or call/
text: Jen at 860-480-0600 or Michelle at 
626-201-8567. 

Cornwall Market
	 Tea with Honey Gongfu Cha. June 14, 4 
p.m. Learn about the art and skills of Chi-
nese tea and the Chinese tea ceremony.
	 Music Bowl starts June 20. Free live mu-
sic and food events at the Market.

Art in Cornwall
	 Opening reception at the Cornwall Li-
brary for “Constance Old Collages” on June 
27 at 5 p.m. The show will be on display un-
til August 22.
	 The exhibit “Paints, Pens, Peaceful Things—

The Art of Treasa Pattison” continues at the 
Souterrain Galley through June into July. 

Produce to the People needs your help! We 
are looking for gardeners to help us water. We 
also need drivers willing to pick up produce 
and deliver to food pantries in the Northwest 
Corner. Email produce2thepeople@gmail.
com or call/text Michelle at 626-201-8567 or 
Chris at 207-504-4219.

Dog Licensing in 2026. The state of Con-
necticut requires that all dogs six months of 
age or older be licensed annually on or be-
fore June 30 in the town clerk’s office in the 
town where the dog is owned or kept. Li-
censes will be available on June 1. 
	 A current rabies vaccination certificate 
must be submitted or be on file. Neutered 
or spayed dogs cost $8 and male or female 
dogs cost $19. For a neutered or spayed dog 
being licensed for the first time, a certificate 
from a licensed veterinarian must be pre-
sented. Penalties apply for late registration. 
There will be three options for obtaining 
your dog’s license: You may register in per-
son, by mail (enclose a SASE for return of 
tag and license) OR by using the online li-
cense renewal system. The online option is 
only for dogs that were licensed last year. 
	 The Cornwall website, cornwallct.org, 
will show the link on June 1. New dogs and 
others that failed to renew their licenses last 
year will need to use the mail option or reg-
ister in person.

Call for Cornwall artists! Save the date 
for the 2026 Friends of Rose Algrant Art 
Show on August 7 to 9 at Cornwall Con-
solidated School. For more information, 
visit rosealgrantartshow.org.

Young But Mighty
On the Fourth of July our nation will be 250 
years old; the Chronicle only 35. Help us 
reach a good old age by sending a contribu-
tion to PO Box 6, West Cornwall 06796, or 
through our website.



Friday, June 19 | 5pm
Writing about Place and Living with a Garden.

Self-guided tours of four traditional and 
contemporary Cornwall gardens 

featuring four distinct garden styles.

Sale of new and out-of-print garden books

Saturday, June 20 | 10am to 4pm

Tickets & Information

A presentation by Jonathan Galassi, renowned editor,  
author, and poet. Cocktail reception to follow, 

featuring live music by the Crownback Funk Trio. 

Books&Blooms

Tickets may be purchased online at CornwallLibrary.org,
by calling or visiting the library, or through the QR code.

The Cornwall Library | 30 Pine Street | 860.672.6874 

Cornwall Garden Weekend Event



June 23rd

July 12th

Calendar of events

Annual Town Picnic 

Cornwall Park & Recreation

August 8th

6 pm - 8 pm

July Fest
3 pm - 8 pm

Taste of Cornwall
4pm - 7pm

For more info visit us at
Cornwallparkrec.org or email

 Park.recreation@cornwallct.gov



*Annual Town Picnic*
Hammond Town Beach - 37 Lake Rd

Bring your own picnic and celebrate summer! Life Gaurds
on duty, Ag Commission providing prepackaged ice-

cream.

*July Fest*
Cornwall Village Green - 24 Pine St
Enjoy music by 5 Second Rule and Country Steel. Food

trucks, Face painting, Games, Fire truck hose down and a
dunk tank with a chance to dunk our First Selectman!

*Taste of Cornwall*
Cornwall Village Green - 24 Pine St
Enjoy Live music by Matt Giordano, Vendors and Local

Cornwall America 250 themed food prepared by Freunds
Farm for $5.00.

*Keep an eye out*
 for a June senior bus trip to White Flower Farm

and Lunch and some summer pop up kid activities!

Cornwall Park & Recreation



cornwall woman’s society
a n n u a l

SALE
july 18•19•20

2026 

RUMMAGE

mohawk ski lodge • cornwall village green

cornwallrummagesale.org

facebook.com/cornwallwomanssociety

SATURDAY 9-2
SUNDAY 11-2
MONDAY 9-12
fill a bag, bargain day! everything must go!

food trucks at both locations!



Donation guide!
CORNWALL TOWN HALL

better quality furniture, lamps, fine art

MOHAWK SKI LODGE

UCC PARISH HOUSE

clothing, footwear & accessories for all ages.
jewelry, toys, music, movies, video games, puzzles, games, linens, bedding, 
curtains, textiles, dishes, ceramics, glassware, household items, prints, 

baskets, other furniture, sporting goods.

books, small electronics, stationary

please no:

all items should be clean, usable, & sellable

large appliances, large exercise equipment, mattresses, 

tv’s, computers, outdated safety standard car seats or 

other baby equipment, stuffed animals, encyclopedias, 

textbooks, magazines

MONDAY, JULY 13 - WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 10-12

TUESDAY, JULY 7 - WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 9-12

TUESDAY, JULY 7 - WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 9-12

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! CONTACT: CBTHIBAULT@GMAIL.COM



           

                             

 

 
Make a Difference 
 

Donations needed for Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota 
 

Cornwall volunteers will distribute items this summer during a trip  
with the organization Re-Member and the Cornwall UCC. 

 
Responding to immediate needs, Re-Member provides resources that 
improve the quality of life for members of the Oglala Lakota Nation. 
(Learn more @ https://www.re-member.org) 
 

 
 
 
Items needed: 
 
New Mom and Baby ​ ​ ​ ​ First Aid  
Baby shampoo (travel size)​ ​ ​ Band-Aids – All sizes (fabric preferred) 
Baby lotion (travel size) – fragrance-free ​ Antibiotic ointment - individual packets  
Diaper rash cream​ ​ ​                      ​No hand sanitizers please 
Mother’s Milk Tea 
Chapstick 
Condoms 

Knitted/Crocheted Baby Hats​ ​ ​ ​ THANK YOU! 
 
Dental Hygiene 
Toothbrushes – child and adult sizes​ ​ ​ DROP OFF LOCATIONS: 
Toothpaste​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Cornwall Transfer Station 
Dental floss​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ UCC Church 
No mouthwash please​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Cornwall Library 

 
Deadline for drop off of items is Wednesday, July 1 

 
For more information, please contact Susan Saccardi: ssbbddsaccardi@gmail.com 

https://www.re-member.org/
mailto:ssbbddsaccardi@gmail.com
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