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The Year We Lost
Normal

We've been living with the

coronavirus now for just
about a year. Thirty-nine people in Cornwall
have gotten sick, two percent of the 1,707
tested, an incidence rate which belies the dis-
ruption the virus has caused.

This has not been just a story of numbers
and probabilities. For many it has been a
time of deepening experience with alone-
ness; for some of making new friends on
Facebook. For others—and this perhaps was
determined by age—it was a time of helping
and meeting new people, however masked;
encouraging children to learn in new ways;
and of relying on delicious frozen meals pro-
vided by Park and Rec.

In mid-February, Gov. Ned Lamont an-
nounced that by mid-March he hoped to lift
the restriction on the number of people gath-
ering indoors; this was expected to make life
easier for restaurants, as well as churches
and theaters. Still, until a significant number
of us are vaccinated or immunized with anti-
bodies, some restrictions — certainly masks—
are likely to stay in place.

I received my first shot of Moderna vac-
cine on February 3 at Sharon Hospital, along
with a crowd of other seniors and a gratify-
ing number of younger people who I as-
sumed were essential workers. We were all

smiling. That jab made us about 50 percent
protected from the virus; a second one on
March 8 will provide near immunity.

If the virus seemed ubiquitous over the
past 12 months, so did the internet. Commu-
nications flowed weekly from the select-
men’s office with news of not only infections,
but also the needs of the food pantry. Many
more Cornwall families than usual benefited
from the work of Social Services Director
Heather Dinneen and her squad of volunteer
sorters and packers. The generosity of town
residents in supporting these efforts has been
magnificent.

While much changed in Cornwall, much
remained the same and was reinforced —vol-
unteering for example. A new, younger
corps of volunteers appeared and we hope is
here to stay.

What lies ahead is increasing immunity,
especially among those 65 years and older,
the group which has been hardest hit with
serious infection and death. New variants of
the virus are appearing, some of them
thought to be more contagious and lethal
than the one we've been living with. By
mid-February infections in the U.S. from the
British B.1.1.7 variant, known to be in 82
countries, were doubling its victims every 10
days. By the time you read this, it may be the
dominant form of the virus. —Lisa L. Simont
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I go to the Vaccine Administration Manage-
ment System website to apply for a Covid
vaccine. I reach the “Race” question on the
form and enter “White.” It asks me for a “val-
ue.” Is this a trick question? NEXT...

The form asks for my cellphone number.
I type in “none” but it insists that I must have
a cellphone. I give it 8888888888. It likes this
number. NEXT...

I hit other little snags, but—along with
about 100 other Cornwallians 75 and old-
er—I have a coach: Jennifer Hurlburt Mar-
kow of Cornwall Park and Recreation.

Helping people sign up for vaccines is
surely not part of her job description. But Jen
does not curb her enthusiasm for helping
others, and when she learned that town hall
had been getting many Covid- related calls,
she talked with First Selectman Gordon
Ridgway, who gladly accepted her offer. “At
the moment,” she told me, “I didn’t have ac-
tual sports events or senior gatherings on my
agenda, so I figured I could take this on.”

Her work has earned Jen unqualified
praise. One resident wrote, “I called her cell-
phone, and lo! she answered. I explained
how mixed up I was, trying to register for a
shot. She quickly maneuvered the computer
registration, found me a choice of places and

(continued on page 2)
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for the first two months of the sea-
of dates, and signed me up. Jen son. Rob Dexter of the Connecticut Joy Boyum

Ski Council confirmed that state- Joan Edler

was a godsend!” Another happy
helpee told me, “She’s fabulous,
and completely kind; she doesn’t
make you feel stupid.”

Of course, this isn’t all Jen
does. Though her projected reci-
pe book is “sort of on hold,” she
is working with CCS to link
Cornwall kids with seniors as

wide participation had been
down at Connecticut’s four ski
mountains (Mohawk, Southing-
ton, Ski Sundown, and Powder
Ridge). Dexter also noted that

some of the usual camaraderie
- ? { Ll of skiing has been lost this year
P8~ W\ because of social distancing.

pen pals. She creates monthly

“Riding chairlifts with stu-

“SOS” (“Save Our Sanity”) bags

dents, hanging out in the lodge,

with craft projects and “yummy

that kind of stuff.” But overall, he

treats” for seniors. And she is
working with Heather Dinneen of Cornwall
social services to get meals to interested se-
niors once a month, mostly from Trinity Re-
treat Center.

Amazing! —Ella Clark

Moving Mountains

“Pretty strange!” That's how Mohawk
Mountain President Carol Lugar describes
the current season of skiing and snowboard-
ing at Cornwall’s iconic venue, which enters
its final month of winter operations as the
Chronicle goes to press.

Carol has seen just about everything
during her tenure at Mohawk, but admits
she never could have predicted the Covid-re-
lated steps she and her staff would need to
take in order to open the mountain for busi-
ness this season. For example, “acres of Plexi-
glas” had to be installed in and around the
main lodge building to facilitate safe interac-
tions between customers and staff. And then
there was the December Lakeville Journal in-
terview, where Carol informed readers that
“your car is the new locker room,” confirm-
ing that indoor space for changing was going
to be significantly restricted. As for other
Covid-related restrictions, Lugar says both
the state of Connecticut and the National Ski
Areas Association were a great help in set-
ting up the mountain for a successful (and
compliant) opening day on December 11.

Covid challenges aside, what kind of
season has it been at Mohawk? “Really
good!” says Cornwall resident Karolene
Carlson, an avid skier who believes that
colder temps and increased snowfall have
made for some of the best conditions in
years. Carlson also praised the Mohawk
staff for their endless patience with visitors
during “this upside-down” season.

Another factor contributing to good ex-
periences on the mountain has been the
state-mandated daily capacity restrictions
that provided more breathing room for ski-
ers during weekends and holidays. Weekday
visits are also up a bit, as increased numbers
of fulltime residents, workers with flexible
schedules, and students with varied school
days have chosen to show up for the quiet-
er Monday-Friday periods.

Speaking of students, both school recre-
ational and racing programs and Friday
night groups from shoreline towns and other

feels the measures taken have
been well worth it.

Bright spots are appearing as winter
rolls along: an uptick in interest and partic-
ipation by schools, Park & Rec, and other
groups as state-wide restrictions have loos-
ened slightly, especially for team sports. In
addition, some weather watchers believe
that changing moisture patterns have re-
sulted in increased snowfall in the North-
east in late winter, even as average tem-
peratures are rising. With that in mind, at
least a few more weeks of good skiing and
snowboarding could be on tap.

As for spring and summer activities at
Mohawk, Carol Lugar says a wait-and-see
approach is in place, but that traditional ac-
tivities like the rummage sale are pencilled
in on the calendar. “We can’t look too far
ahead just yet,” she says. “At this point we
are just thankful...that support from our
community and from skiers has made this
season possible.” —Dan Hubbard

Flowers for Cornwall Bridge?

A little over two years ago my husband and I
purchased the former Nora’s Nursery in
Cornwall Bridge. A bit weary of more than
two decades of garden landscaping, of going
around on my hands and knees, I had vi-
sions of a shop full of native plants and cut
flowers. Bright eyed and bushy tailed, we
embarked on what has turned out to be a
longer-than-anticipated project.

We started by cleaning up the grounds a
bit and sprucing up the apartment that is
now serving as rental income. We then
moved to the commercial side of the building
and are still in the midst of replacing rotted
framing, support beams, windows, doors,
and much more. Life with three chil-
dren and jobs has slowed the project
down considerably, and Covid has
introduced its own questions:
should we open another nursery
on the property? Or rent the ren-
ovated space for some other
commercial venture?

The answer is we don't
know quite yet. I've seen how
flowers make people happy,
and I have a great desire to
grow cut flowers, which are al-
ways a gesture of love and a
lift to your spirit. Over the past

Land Transfers

Sandra Lea Johnson Sandmeyer, Trustee, to
Tatiana Kotchoubey, 6.23 acres of land with
improvements thereon at 49 Pierce Lane,
for $120,000.

George T. Charleton to Michael Budden, land
with buildings thereon at 251 Furnace Brook
Road, for $499,000.

Elizabeth Paley to Brian Martin, 12.623 acres of
land with all improvements thereon at 256 Dibble
Hill Road, for $342,500.

JPMorgan Chase Bank NA to Anthony Macchiar-
oli, property known as 85 Cook Road, for $80,000.

Scott D. Dragoo and Amy B. Cupp to Peter Busby
and Bente Dahl Busby, 3.266 acres of land with all
improvements thereon at 15 Stone Hill Road,
for $108,000.

S. Waite Rawls, III to Patricia S. Bramley, 5 acres of
land with all improvements thereon, known as
Old Poughkeepsie Road, for $70,000.

Emily Moriarty Stone to Philippa Durrant and
Andrew Stathopoulos, 22.191 acres of land on
Whitcomb Hill Road, for $305,000.

few years of my work at Trinity Retreat
Center, we’ve grown dahlias, snapdragons,
zinnias, gomphrena, scabiosa, calendula,
ageratum: all basic cutting flowers that do
well in our area. Another one I really like is
Verbena bonariensis. If you let this annual
drop its seeds and watch for the seedlings
the following spring, you will never need to
buy it again.

2021 should lead us closer to more defin-
itive answers about our beautiful little piece
of property. In the meantime, we will keep
plugging away and hope that whatever it
turns into will be a positive contribution to
our community. —Megan Mollica

Zoom Zen

For walkers, runners, and bikers, the roads
and trails of Cornwall offer abundant op-
portunities to stay fit. For those seeking to
diversify however, especially during these
snowy winter months, there are other op-
tions for staying active, right from the com-
fort of home.

Jane Barnet first discovered Pilates
about a decade ago after back surgery.
She was happy to learn that Cornwall res-

ident and physical therapist Bente Dahl
Busby teaches classes from her studio
in Sharon. Jane gave a remote
class a try and quickly be-
came a loyal participant.
“Because of my surgery,

Q"‘ I knew I had to feel confi-
dent in the instructor and

feel safe...I ask myself “will I

go in person once I get vacci-
nated?” It's different not to
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have the more personal feedback when
you're in the same room, but it still feels in-
timate.”

Emilie Pryor, who has been attending
Bente’s classes since 2015, is also feeling the
benefits of the home-based approach. “Go-
ing online was really helpful. Ideally, I want-
ed to go twice a week in person. Now, with-
outthe drive, and with class recordings available
too, the convenience lets me do that.” She
hopes a hybrid approach is here to stay.

For other Cornwall residents, it’s tai chi
that keeps them moving at home, albeit
slowly. Wallace Harding, a long-time stu-
dent of Bente’s tai chi class, along with her
husband, John, puts it this way: “I would
take Bente’s class anytime, anywhere. She
teaches how to use our bodies in our daily
lives. I would prefer to be with her in person,
but every Tuesday I will be open to new
knowledge and pleasure.” Sounds like Zoom
becomes Zen in the Harding household.

Meanwhile my fellow yogis and I have
six opportunities a week to explore yoga and
meditation with Nancy Opgaard, a practi-
tioner and teacher since 1984. In Cornwall for
a decade, Nancy has a loyal following, in-
cluding an especially tight-knit group that
used to meet at the library. “At first some
people struggled with it online,” she says. “It
took a while, but many are comfortable with
it now.” Phyllis Nauts, a regular who has
kept going online, says, “It sure is easy. I
don’t have to get up and get out.” But she
does miss having her same spot in the li-
brary, and also misses the kindness of fellow
student Richard Campbell, who would al-
ways get a mat out for her.

There is no substitute for a walk along
Valley Road at sunset, or a hike on one of
Cornwall’s many peaceful wooded trails.
But it is nice to know about opportunities
that “remote” life has presented. We will all
be together again (soon?), yet the “hybrid”
approach, at least for fitness and wellness,
is likely here to stay. For more informa-

tion: see nancyopgaard.com for Nancy, or
danicacenter.com for Bente. —Mare Rubin

The Hatchers of Cream Hollow

A recent birth on Upper Town Street, known
more affectionately by its inhabitants as Cream
Hollow, has renewed the neighborhood’s interest
in one of its legendary denizens. Annette Doskow
and Matthew Mejia had been puzzling over possi-
ble names for their first child when they heard that
the remarkable Stone House
nearby had once belonged to a
Pulitzer Prize-winning play-
wright: Hatcher Hughes. Im-
mediately they knew the name
they wanted. Their first born
was a girl, but last May 1 the
birth certificate for their second
child read “Hatcher Mejia.”
A little more than seven months

later, the playwright’s great-grandson Hatcher
Childress was roaming the internet for informa-
tion on the piece of Cream Hollow property that is
still owned by his family. He came across the

Chronicle’s web story about the Mejias” son’s
name. This coincidence inspired his grandmother,
Hatcher Hughes’s daughter Ranney Moss, to re-
gale the Chronicle with the following reminis-
cences about the original Hatcher.

—The Editors

Hatcher Hughes was born in 1881 in
North Carolina to a farming family. The
youngest of 11 and the only one to get
through enough school to attend the univer-
sity at Chapel Hill, he graduated with a mas-
ter’s in English and ended up founding a
drama department at Columbia University
in New York. There, he became friends with
Carl and Mark Van Doren, who invited
him up to Cornwall for weekends.

One weekend Mark took him to Sunday
service at the North Cornwall church. Before
the service started, a distinguished gentle-
man and his family walked down the aisle
and took seats in the front pew. Hatcher
leaned over to Mark and whispered, “That
man looks just like my uncle Charles
Gold.” Mark whispered back, “That is
Charles Gold!” After church Mark intro-
duced them and indeed, they were related,
Hatcher’s mother having been born a Gold in
North Carolina.

Over the next couple of |
years Hatcher grew to love
Cornwall and expressed a de-
sire to own some land there
where he could build a house.
So, when the Swami Ab-
hedananda decided to close
his ashram and sell his 200-
acre property, Charles Gold
bought it and offered it to
Hatcher at the same price.

It didn’t take long before
Hatcher decided where to
build his house. He went to
the head of the Columbia ar-
chitecture department, design
in mind, and asked him to rec-
ommend a top student to draw up plans.
That was Charles H. Warner, who went on
to become a well-known architect of hotels.
Hatcher envisioned a home built of native
materials found on the land and open to the
nature around it: a house of stone, wood,
and glass.

Hatcher blasted the granite rock out of
the fields on his land and piled it up day after
day on weekends into his wheelbarrow and
wheeled it up to the building site. He had a
sawyer cut lumber from trees in the forest of

the farm for the framing and had it
B\ Ssawn into boards and stacked
=¥ in the field to age. He found a

master mason in Canaan who
had immigrated from Italy for the
stonework.
By 1940 the house was up
and ready for the plumbing
and electrical wiring, but by
then WWII had started and there were no
materials for this, so it sat until the end of the
war. Hatcher died of a heart attack just as the
war was ending.
And that is the story of the Stone House;

Letter to the
Chronicle

CORNWALL OR COG INITIATIVE?

As a long-time resident of Cornwall, I have
seen a major shift away from local control as re-
gional initiatives and state funding have become
the more dominant force, often drowning out
the voices of citizens and locally elected offi-
cials. It is critical that we take a closer look at
both the money and control that the regional
planning organization in our area, the North-
west Hills Council of Governments (COG), is
exerting in Cornwall today. As an example, the
COG is currently pushing area towns to allo-
cate 10 percent of their housing stock to afford-
able housing, and Janell Mullen, a COG em-
ployee, has been hired to lead Cornwall’s
Affordable Housing Committee. COST (Con-
necticut Council of Small Towns)—an organi-
zation that Cornwall belongs to and on whose
board our selectman sits—has instead arqued
that 10 percent is an unattainable goal for small
towns like ours, proposing the more realistic
goal of 3-5 peercent. Furthermore, at the De-
cember COG meeting, Jocelyn
Ayer referred to a $2.5 mil-
lion project by the Cornwall
Housing Corporation (CHC). If
this project was proposed by
CHC, why have we residents not
been told, much less asked, about
it? It makes one wonder if this
is a COG-driven initiative?

— Joanne Wojtusiak

a building conceived in love of
the land and nature. I'm
pleased that the current own-
ers consulted the plans of the

original architect and finished
it off pretty much as it was de-
signed. And to little Hatcher Mejia: I hope his
life will be as full and varied as the man he is
named after. —Ranney Hughes Moss

Cornwall Students Research
WWII Veterans

In the shade of a cedar tree on the play-
ground at Cornwall Consolidated School lies
a memorial rock. The plaque on the rock
reads: “Memorial Playground dedicated
May 30, 1951 by the citizens of Cornwall to
commemorate the services of all who fought
and these who died in WWIL,” followed by
seven names. This memorial sparked interest
for the eighth-grade class at Cornwall Con-
solidated School as we studied the history of
Cornwall and World War II. We researched
each of the names and learned their stories.
But there are still many unsolved myster-
ies about these names and how they are con-
nected to Cornwall. Any information com-
munity members have would be happily
accepted. Please contact us at Cornwall Con-

(continued on page 4)
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solidated School if you have any knowledge
about:

Ernest D. Clark Jr. (1916-1944), Francis
W. Cole (1923-1942), Calvin K. Decker
(died 1942), George Grove (1894-1941),
Thomas Lafarge (1904-1942), Reynold P.
Marcou (1926-1944), Donald P. Smith (died
19447?). — Rose Fitch and Eliza Tyson

Details about what the students already dis-
covered about each of the above servicemen can be
found in the full version of this story on the
Chronicle website.

Hearts for Haines

Fifth-grader Winter Cheney, who recently
moved to Cornwall from Haines, Alaska,
was upset to learn in early December that his
hometown had been devastated by land-
slides. Winter knew he needed to help his
Alaskan friends, and with the help of his
Cornwall classmates and school counselor
Brittany Perrone, launched a fundraiser
called Hearts for Haines. Paper hearts pur-
chased with cash or check will be displayed
at the CCS gathering room. All funds go to
the Chilkat Valley Community Foundation
Emergency Response Fund. Further dona-
tions can be made through Brittany Perrone

at CCS or by going to chilkatvalleycf.org/
donate. — Brittany McAllister

Cornwall Briefs

e William Betts, new owner of what was
once Yutzler's store and the former Farns-
worth Bookstore, has big plans for what he
likes to call the “East End of West Cornwall.”
These include the renovation of both com-
mercial buildings and, for additional parking
space, the purchase from the town of the
small lot that was once the site of the West
Cornwall Firehouse. He has also offered the
yard between Yutzler’s and the post office as
a possible site for a wastewater treatment
plant.

e The draft of a new traffic plan released at
the end of January for the Cornwall Bridge
intersection of routes 4 and 7 has provoked
disappointment from townspeople and busi-
nesses affected, especially those on the west-
ern side of Route 7, who feel it creates more
problems than it solves. Stay tuned.

Signs of Spring

It may be early for the season’s greening and
the sap is still running. So: write a nice check
to keep your news greening even if the trees
are slow. And thanks!

° A rash of Zoombombing incidents has
plagued multiple virtual town meetings in
Cornwall and northwest Connecticut since
the beginning of the year, forcing the town
to require email preregistration for anyone
who would like to attend open meetings.
To receive email notices of governmental
meetings, please contact cwlselectmen@
optonline.net.
¢ A town meeting will be held in April, pos-
sibly in person, to review the town report,
the five-year plan, to approve folding the
Sidney Kaye Fund into the town endow-
ment, as well as the sale of the old firehouse
lot in West Cornwall.
¢ A town-wide vote on the wastewater man-
agement project in West Cornwall, with pro-
visions made for absentee balloting, is
planned to take place this summer.

—Paul De Angelis

Events & Announcements

During this time of social distancing on ac-
count of the Coronavirus, the Chronicle will
be posting important updates, information
about online events on our Facebook and Insta-
gram feeds. Please also look for periodic web-on-
ly articles posted directly on our website, at
cornwallchronicle.org.

At the Cornwall Library

All events are free and held on Zoom. Reg-
istration in advance is required through the
library’s website: cornwalllibrary.org.

Cornwall Reads Great Fiction: Roxana
Robinson leads a discussion on Tolstoy’s Anna
Karenina. Tuesdays March 2, and 9, from 4 to
5:30 r.m. Free, suggested donation $20.

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Elizabeth
Kolbert and her longtime editor, Corn-
wall’s own Gillian Blake, discuss collabora-
tion between writer and editor as well as
Kolbert’s new book Under a White Sky: The
Nature of the Future. March 6, from 5 to 6
p.M. Free. Copies available from House of
Books in Kent.

Sharon Audubon naturalist Bethany
Sheffer explains how to use native plants to
create a self-sustaining winter bird buffet,
what to do when you find an injured or or-
phaned baby bird, and describes the Great
Backyard Bird Count. March 13 from 4 to 5
P.M.

Legendary civil rights activist Dr. Ber-
nard LaFayette discusses “The Kingian
Legacy of Non-Violence from Selma to
2021”on March 18 at 7 p.m.

Janice Nimura in conversation with her
former high school teacher Franny Taliafer-
ro discusses Nimura’s recently published
book, The Doctors Blackwell: How Two Pio-

neering Sisters Brought Medicine to Women
and Women to Medicine. March 20 from 4 to
5p.M.

South of the Border Take Out benefit din-
ner hosted by UCC Faith Formation Com-
mittee for the Church School giving proj-
ects. Pre-order only, pick up at UCC Parish
House, March 27 (orders due March 19) be-
tween 5 and 7 p.m. Main dish choice of rice
and beans or sweet potato and beef with two
sides, cornbread, and dessert. $15 per serv-
ing. 672-6840 or office@uccincornwall.org.

Town-wide community Zoom forum will
be held on Friday, March 29, at 7 p.m. to dis-
cuss results of the Cornwall Internet Survey.
A copy of the survey report can be found at
cornwallct.org/cornwall-internet-committee,
as well as the Zoom link. All Cornwallians
are encouraged to attend, ask questions,
share opinions and ideas about Cornwall’s
future internet needs. Co-sponsored by the
Cornwall Association and the Economic De-
velopment and Conservation commissions.
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, wed be glad to mail the
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796.
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at: info@cornwallchronicle.org




