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This Month: 
Wednesdays:  Drop in Playgroup, 10:30–11:30 am 
Library; Thursdays:  Afterschool Art Program, 
3:30–5 pm Library

🖥 Event Online
 Event In Person
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A Thorny Issue
Over the past decade, invasive plants have 
taken over the Litchfield Hills. Bittersweet 
devastates trees by choking them. Garlic 
mustard chemically inhibits other plants 
from growing around it. With so many op-
tions, why has the Cornwall Garden Club 
chosen to focus its efforts fighting invasives 
on Berberis thunbergii, or Japanese barberry?
	 An ornamental woody shrub with 
bright red berries and syringe-sharp thorns, 
Japanese barberry was brought to North 
America in the 1860s and widely intro-
duced into American gardens during the 
1920s. While voluntarily phased out by 
nurseries in Connecticut around 2010 (al-
though native B. Canadensis and other less 
invasive types of barberry are still sold), the 
curtailment came after the plants had al-
ready obtained a strong foothold in eastern 
states, allowing the shrub to reproduce and 
increase its population.
	 Whatever good intentions gardeners 
may have had in introducing Japanese bar-
berry, its specific characteristics make it a 
particularly good priority for riddance, ac-
cording to founding Cornwall Garden Club 
board member and environmental science 
PhD Heidi Cunnick.
	 Most urgently for humans, barberry’s 
thorns create predator-proof shelter for ro-
dents, the number one carrier of Lyme-infest-

ed ticks. A 2017 study found evidence that 
reducing barberry in a forest reduces tick 
populations by as much as 60%. 
	 Most urgently for woodland habitats, 
Cunnick also notes that barberry changes 
the chemistry of woodland soil, and “in 
consequence damages the fundamental 
structure of northeastern forests.” Barberry 
leaf litter turns the naturally acidic pH of 
woodland soil alkaline. 
	 When the Cornwall Garden Club decid-
ed to pursue the issue of invasive Japanese 
barberry, the term “hackathon” seemed fit 
for the purpose. Typically a hackathon is a 
group event where software coders work 
collectively for a defined period of time to 
solve a problem. The club has designed 
Cornwall’s Barberry Hackathon to inspire 
residents to hack down barberry shrubs in 
their yards and in the woods. 
	 So, how does the hackathon work?  If 
you can during the month of March, start 
hacking away on your own. With gloved 
hands, use a pair of long-handled loppers 
to cut the barberry shoots one by one, leav-
ing about 2” of stem from the ground. As 
you cut, use the loppers to shove the cut 
parts to the side so that you can reach the 
remaining stem stubs. Dab the open cut 
stubs with Roundup using a brush or appli-
cator you can get at NAISMA.org. The stem 
interiors are a bright yellow, making it easy 

to see where to dab or brush. 
	 Doing this in March, while the plant is 
still dormant, should kill it. If you need 
help in identifying barberry and want more 
information on its safe eradication, go to 
the CT.gov website and search for the spe-
cial bulletin on Japanese barberry control.  
	 On April 10, Heidi Cunnick and a few 
of her garden club comrades will demon-
strate the different methods of tackling bar-
berry and discuss native replacement 
shrubs. Everyone who attends will be en-
tered into a drawing to win a barberry re-
mediation session courtesy of the Cornwall 
Garden Club. 
	 Barberry’s prickly thorns restrict wood-
land access to humans. And the woods are, 
for many of us in Cornwall, an extension of 
our backyards. Eliminating barberry allows 
us to get inside the woods, which is a first 
step to understanding what belongs, and 
what doesn’t belong, inside the woodland 
environment.		    —Dee Salomon

Time to Tighten Your Waste?
“What’s gonna happen with all the gar-
bage?” wondered Andie MacDowell’s 
character Ann to her therapist in the 1989 
movie Sex, Lies, and Videotape. The question 
is more relevant now than ever, right here 
in Cornwall.

🖥 Inland Wetlands/Water 
Courses Meeting 

7 pm Zoom
   🖥 Board of Selectmen

7:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Impacts 
of Invasive Insects 

in Connecticut Forests 
4–5 pm Zoom

🖥 What Cooks Talk About
4 pm Zoom

🖥 Region One Board of 
Education Meeting

6:30 pm Zoom

🖥 Waste Water 
Committee
5 pm Zoom

🖥 Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting

7 pm Zoom 
🖥 Housatonic River 

Commission
7:30 pm Zoom

 Cornwall Republican 
Town Committee Meeting

7 pm Library

 Daylight Saving Time 
Begins

🖥 Dani Shapiro in 
Conversation 

with Roxana Robinson
4 pm Zoom

🖥 Park & Recreation 
Meeting

6:30 pm Zoom

   🖥 Board of Selectmen
7:30 pm Zoom
 Deadline:

April Chronicle Copy
 Deadline:

CCT Online Survey

🖥 Board of Education 
Meeting 

4:15 pm Zoom

🖥 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting

10:30 am Zoom
🖥 Board of Finance 

Meeting
7 pm Zoom

 South of the Border
Take Out Pre-Orders Due

🖥 Migration From 
A Bird’s Eye View

4 pm Zoom

🖥 Economic Development 
Commission Meeting

7:30 pm Zoom

 Region One ABC 
Committee 

7 pm Central Office 
 Cornwall Republican 

Town Committee Caucus
7 pm Library

 South of the Border 
Take Out Pick-Up

5–7 pm UCC Parish House

 Cornwall Democratic 
Town Committee Caucus

4–5 pm Library
🖥 ZBA*

7 pm Zoom
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(continued from page 1) Welcome 
Veda Brooke Cheney 

to Brittany McAllister & Tyler Cheney

 Goodbye to Friends
Flor Reyes

Lawrence VanValkenburgh

Land Transfers
Olive B. Goddard to Christopher Jackson, 

property at 134 Dibble Hill Road, for $425,000.

Kevin L. Strobel and Ronald P. Strobel to Jessica 
Sampias, property with all improvements 

thereon at 234 Kent Road, for $450,000.

Pamela D. Silver and Henry D. Finkelstein to 
Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc., 26 acres of 
land on Cornwall Hollow Road, for $125,000.

K&R Development to Christian Bouchard, two 
parcels of land on Great Hill Road, for $85,000.

40 Cobble Hill Road, LLC to Russell Barton and 
Susan Stone, land, dwelling house, barns, and 

all improvements thereon at 40 Cobble Hill
Road, for $3,600,000.

40 Cobble Hill Road, LLC to Russell Barton and
Susan Stone, land with buildings and

improvements thereon at 24 and 26 Cobble Hill
Road; 35.250 acres on Cobble Hill Road; 41.779

acres on Sharon Goshen Tpke.; 3.4379 acres
on Grange Hall Road; 3.6 acres on Sharon
Goshen Tpke. and 24.237 acres on Grange

Hall Road, for $1,050,000.

	 For background (on the garbage, not the 
movie), the Cornwall Transfer Station col-
lects on average 6 to 6.5 tons of municipal 
solid waste (MSW) every week. That num-
ber jumped up from an average of 4 to 4.5 
tons pre-Covid. Simple math: more people, 
more garbage. The waste is trucked to Tor-
rington, then to the incinerator of MIRA, a 
waste and recycling facility in Hartford. Back 
in December MIRA announced it will be 
suspending combustion in June, mean-
ing it will transition from operating a 
facility that actually processes MSW 
to one that transfers it to other loca-
tions. So, what’s going to happen 
with that solid waste?
	 According to Ted Larson, 
transfer station operator and re-
cycling coordinator, MIRA will 
continue handling the recycling 
operation; there will be no change 
to the big bins for mixed paper, 
plastic, metal, and glass, or the 
recycling collection of other 
items, including household 
batteries, paint (dried in the 
can), light bulbs, your old mattress, and 
more. As for what happens to the MSW af-
ter the MIRA incinerator closes, that’s be-
yond the authority of a single town, but the 
likely new location will be somewhere 
much farther away, increasing costs to 
transfer. 
	 So, the need to reduce solid waste and 
recycle is greater than ever. Luckily, there 
are a few solutions. One key consideration 
is composting. “If we cut food waste, we 
can make a big impact on how much we 
throw out,” Larson says with optimism.
	 The Salisbury/Sharon transfer station 
started a pilot composting program back in 
May 2021, that has continued to the pres-
ent, though it has proven relatively expen-
sive. Residents (who sign up to participate) 
bring food scraps in compostable bags and 
place them in the brown bins at the station. 
The company in Ridgefield, Curbside Com-
post, collects the bins for a weekly fee of 
about $250 and, according to Larson, will 
reduce the pick-up fee per town to $75 a 
week if at least four towns coordinate to-
gether. Transfer station managers and se-
lectmen from Salisbury/Sharon, Falls Vil-
lage, and North Canaan are in discussions 
about ways to expand composting and fur-
ther reduce fees.
	 Of course, some Cornwallians already 
compost in their yards. Others, myself in-
cluded, have trepidations about how and 
where to compost and whether my lack of 
yard and gardening skills will impede the 
success of my compost. Should the com-
post pile be in the woods near the stream? 
Or in a sunnier spot? How often do I need 
to turn it? Do I even own a pitchfork? 
Should I buy a bin? What about the bears?
	 OK, I know I can do the research and 
have some faith in my ability to continue to 
adjust to the rural life, but if I saw those 

brown bins at the dump, I would breathe a 
sigh of relief and enthusiastically toss my 
scraps in! 		     —Mare Rubin

It’s Not Easy Being a Tree
It’s been a tough couple of years for the 
trees that call Cornwall home. At the top of 
the list of problems are insect pests, not the 
least of which is the “gypsy moth” that de-
foliated so many of our trees last year. Giv-

en that the common name of this insect 
is now considered politically incorrect, 
we are trying to use its scientific name, 
Lymantria dispar instead. If you have 

trouble remembering this Latin 
name, I suggest that you just add an 
“i” to the species name, dispar, and 
you end up with “despair,” which 
is clearly an appropriate response 
to the situation we now find our-
selves in. Pray for a wet spring 
this year. That would encourage 
the proliferation of a pathogenic 
fungus and hopefully kill mil-
lions of caterpillars after they 

hatch and begin feeding on 
the leaves of oaks, maples, 

and birches in May. 
	 In the absence of a wet spring, there’s 
really not much to be done about the bug at 
the scale of the forest. Aerial spraying was 
used extensively from the 1950s through 
the 1970s, with the only real benefit that it 
helped spur Rachel Carson to write Silent 
Spring. Individual specimen trees in your 
yard can definitely be protected against 
“despair”—contact a local arborist for de-
tails—but for trees in the forest, the bug can 
only be controlled by natural factors like 
the above-mentioned fungus. Most trees 
will survive a second year in a row of 
defoliation, but those that are old or 
damaged and those that are grow-
ing on stressful sites like ridge 
tops will probably not survive a 
second round of “despair.” 
	 The other bug that’s taking 
down trees is the emerald ash 
borer, first reported in Connecti-
cut in 2012. Most may already be 
aware of the sad fate of tens of thou-
sands of ash trees across the state. 
Again, you can protect individual 
specimens in your yard with 
the help of an arborist, but in 
the woods there’s very little one can 
do about it. 
	 The last problematic insect I want to 
mention is the hemlock woolly adelgid that 
has been feeding on hemlock trees in Corn-
wall for the past ten years or so, and in the 
last two or three is finally killing them. The 
only thing that keeps this bug in check is 
winter temperatures below negative ten de-
grees, which is happening less frequently 
now because of climate change. So the pro-
liferation of this pest is really a manifesta-
tion of our changing climate.
	 Finally, there’s a human threat to trees 
as well, which those of you who’ve been 

following the Connecticut DEEP fiasco at 
Housatonic Meadows know all about. Who 
would have thought that the state agency 

charged with protecting the environment 
would remove some 20 healthy, 
100-year-old oak trees growing along 
the banks of the Housatonic River 

because they represented a “poten-
tial” hazard (liability) to people 
using the picnic tables under-
neath them?
	 What’s galling about 
this mass tree removal is that 
moving the picnic tables and re-

configuring the parking area 
would have been cheaper, easier, 

and much more ecological, to say 
nothing of the fact that it will take a 
hundred years or more to correct 

this bureaucratic blunder.
— Peter Del Tredici

They Don’t Make ‘Em Like 
They Used To

It was the 22nd of December 2005. My wife 
and I had promised to host Christmas din-
ner for both our extended families for the 
first time. Only trouble was—we still 
didn’t have a working kitchen. The stove, 
refrigerator, and dishwasher were outside 
in the snow on makeshift sleds. I was pan-
icked, my wife was not—she already knew 
Bill Dinneen. With the commotion of other 
contractors rushing all around him, Bill 
just went steadily about his work. Under 
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(continued on page 4)

the sink, then in the basement, then through 
the wall where the gas and water lines 
emerged through the floor. By Christmas 
Eve morning, we were up and running. The 
invoice was so reasonable, I thought he’d 
made a mistake. That was my introduction 
to Bill Dinneen. Inasmuch as you could be 
smitten with an appliance re-
pairman, I was. 
	 Like so many neighbors, 
we came to depend on Bill as 
our appliances aged. He’d lis-
ten to the description of trou-
ble like a small-town doctor 
with an impeccable bed-
side manner, then we’d 
leave the door open for 
him and would come back 
to find the problem fixed 
and an invoice on the kitch-
en table alongside the offend-
ing part that he’d replaced. 
The lack of excitement in that 
dependable recurring 
tale is heartwarming to 
any homeowner. 
	 That’s why, when I heard the news that 
Bill had retired on January 1 2022, (44 years 
to the day from when he started Bill’s Major 
Appliance), I approached the Chronicle ask-
ing to write a short article about him in-
stead of a thank-you letter.
	 Bill was four years out of high school 
(Housatonic Valley) in 1978 when he hung 
out his proverbial shingle and began selling 
and servicing refrigerators, stoves, dish-
washers, and washing machines. (For a lit-
tle context, a top-of-the-line Sears Kenmore 
side-by-side fridge, with water and ice dis-
penser was $1,029 back in 1978 and came in 
white, coffee, almond, golden wheat and of 
course avocado green; today’s comparable 
models are $2,500 and up and come in far 
fewer colors.)
	 In our conversation about this article, 
Bill talked about the changes he has seen in 
manufacturing over the past five or six 
years. Gone are the days when you could 
get small, inexpensive replacement parts—
now everything seems to be soldered onto 
complicated and pricey computerized con-
trol boards. 
	 Bill thinks the changes are motivated by 
an effort to push buyers into paying for 
new appliances rather than fixing their ex-
isting ones. “I grew up in a world where if 
something broke you fixed it. You installed 
a new bearing or whatever and you didn’t 
just throw it away.” Bill doesn’t approve. 
“You hear about global warming and envi-
ronmental problems…all this stuff gets 
thrown away in a landfill. Now we are a 
throw-away society.”
	 Bill retired only after trying to find 
someone to take over his business, hoping 
to mentor them for a few years…but he 
couldn’t find any takers. His business phone 
line, which doesn’t take messages any lon-
ger, now directs callers to Dick Cooper TV 
and Appliance of Torrington—who prom-
ised to take good care of Bill’s customers.

      Not sure what his next adventure is, 
Bill’s taking some time to enjoy the feeling 
of NOT having an inbox full of messages.

—Bill McClane

Can Sharon Hospital 
Be Saved?

Nuvance Health, the multi-
pronged bi-state health hy-

dra, seems to have pre-
cipitated a major 

showdown about the 
future of Sharon Hospital with 

the late September announcement 
of its “transformation” plan. More 
than just maternity services are 
slated for possible elimination. 

According to Dr. David Kurish, Nu-
vance plans to do away with the hospital’s 

intensive care unit or ICU, aiming to re-
place it with an intermediate level care 

medical-surgical and telemetry team 
called a “progressive care unit” 
(PCU). Terminating either obstetrics 
or ICU services is subject to approval 

from the Connecticut Office of Health Strat-
egy (OHS). 
	 The failure to maintain an ICU at Sha-
ron, combined with proposed cuts to the 
surgery department, would have dire im-
plications for all Cornwall residents who 
may need emergency treatment. First Se-
lectman Gordon Ridgway considers the 
measures proposed by Nuvance a threat 
both to economic development and public 
safety. “The most important thing the town 
does,” says Ridgway, “is getting people to a 
hospital quickly: whether it’s women who 
go into labor or older people who need 
emergency care.” For example, a school like 
Hotchkiss that drives part of the local econ-
omy relies on a good hospital for its stu-
dents and families of its faculty.
	 Selectmen from the Northwest Corner 
of Connecticut, as well as town supervisors 
from New York, have joined with state rep-
resentatives to demand public hearings. 
Save Sharon Hospital, a group founded in 
2018 to fend off an earlier attempt to cut off 
maternity services by Health Quest, Nu-
vance’s predecessor, has hired a lawyer and 
is organizing opposition to Nuvance’s 
plans. Sample letters protesting the pro-
posed cuts can be found on its website, 
savesharonhospital.org.    

—Paul De Angelis

Cornwall Briefs
• BETTY comes to Corn-
wall? BETTY, a mobile 
medical unit operated by 
Community Health and 
Wellness Center (CHWC)  
based in Torrington and 
Winsted, may soon offer 
its services on a regularly 
scheduled basis in one or 
more locations in Corn-
wall. BETTY stands 

CHURCH RENOVATION 
TO BEGIN IN SPRING
	 The UCC in Cornwall campaign to raise 
money for the restoration of the 1842 Cornwall 
Village Meeting House has reached its goal of 
$250,000! Work will begin this spring to re-
build the steeple, repair and preserve antique 
windows, refurbish our 1860 bell, and save and 
repaint our original clapboards and shutters. 
Thank you to all our friends and neighbors for 
your gifts. It takes a village!

—Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller

for “Bringing Exceptional Treatment To 
You” and is meant to provide walk-in ac-
cess to the sort of non-urgent, primary 
health care—medical screenings, lab tests, 
referrals, health education, COVID vacci-
nations, and rapid tests—not always close 
at hand in our neck of the woods. A presen-
tation to the Board of Selectmen by Joanne 
Borduas, the CEO of CHWC, at its Febru-
ary 15 meeting, was favorably received. 
Stay tuned for more details.
• A housing study group, underwritten by 
the Litchfield County Center for Housing 
Opportunity, may soon be appointed by 
the town to propose the best methods for 
implementing Cornwall’s Affordable 
Housing Plan. Elements proposed to date 
include establishing an ongoing housing 
committee, setting up a housing fund to 
help qualifying families with down pay-
ments or home repairs, and designating a 
housing advocate or coordinator to track 
local housing needs and financing opportu-
nities. Residents with expertise are wel-
come to contact the selectmen.
• Engineers for the Housatonic Railroad 
have submitted a vegetation management 
plan to begin spraying the railroad track 
bed sometime after March 1. In exercising 
its limited right of comment to the railroad 
and to state officials (the town has no right 
of denial), First Selectman Ridgway has re-

peated earlier requests 
that the railroad with-
hold application of herbi-
cides in no-spray zones 
in the villages of Corn-

wall Bridge and West 
Cornwall, and that the rail-

road remove trees its earlier 
sprayings have left dying or 

dead. 
• The Cornwall Historical Society 

received two grants in late December 
from Connecticut Humanities, a 
non-profit affiliate of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, to sup-

port the planning and production of this 
summer’s exhibit, “Finding Freeman(s): 
Freedom, Property, and Identity in Corn-
wall.” The show, slated to open this sum-
mer, will be guest curated by Frank Mitch-
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ell, director emeritus of the Amistad Center 
for Art and Culture in Hartford.
• The 2022-23 budget proposal presented 
at the February 17 Board of Finance meet-
ing and due for a hearing in April shows 
increases due to additional expenses in-
curred at the transfer station and for the 
provision of health insurance coverage to 
the town’s social services director.

—Paul De Angelis 

Events & Announcements
Art in Cornwall
	 The exhibit of drawings, dyed fabrics, 
and silk prints by the late Joy Setton contin-
ues at the Iron Bank in Cornwall Bridge un-
til March 31.
	 Nick Jacobs’s show, “The Islets of Lang-
erhans: Views of Cornwall,” will be on 
view at the library all month. 
	 Organizations/entities interested in be-
ing included in this monthly listing of 
art shows please be in touch with Bian-
ca Griggs at wishhouse@optonline.net.

At the Cornwall Library
	 “Impacts of Invasive Insects in 
Connecticut Forests,” an online 
Zoom seminar given by Rob Clark, 
PhD research scientist, Great Hol-
low Nature Preserve, on Saturday, 
March 5, at 4 p.m. What causes inva-
sive species to be so “bad?” Clark will 
discuss woolly adelgid, gypsy moth, 
emerald ash borer, spotted lan-
ternfly, and tree diseases like 
beech blister and beech leaf 
disease. Bring all your questions. 
Co-sponsored by Cornwall’s Conservation 
Trust, Conservation Commission, Corn-
wall Association, and library. 
	 “What Cooks Talk About,” Sunday, 
March 6, at 4 p.m. Frank Way and Frances 
Boswell, two cooks in our town, will talk 
food for us on Zoom. Frank is the former 
owner of, and chef at, Frank Food Compa-
ny in Kent. Frances is a freelance food styl-
ist. They will talk about how they met and 
landed in Cornwall, how they survived the 
pandemic, Frank’s new endeavor (soon to 

open in West Cornwall), and how Frances 
runs a freelance business as a food stylist. 
Via Zoom. 
	 Dani Shapiro in conversation with nov-
elist and biographer Roxana Robinson on 
Sunday, March 13, at 4 p.m. about her best-
selling memoir Inheritance, concerning fam-
ily, memory, and history. Dani Shapiro is a 
novelist and memoirist whose latest novel, 
Signal Fires, will be published by Knopf in 
fall 2022. Via Zoom.
	 “Migration from a Bird’s Eye View,” a 
talk by Benjamin Van Doren on Sunday, 
March 20, at 4 p.m. Ben, a postdoctoral as-
sociate at the Cornell Laboratory of Orni-
thology, will explore how migratory birds 
respond to changing environments and 
how we can tune into the phenomenon of 
bird migration by sight and sound. Read 
more about Benjamin’s studies and work 
at: bvandoren.com. Via Zoom. 
	 Event registration at Cornwalllibrary.org.

The Cornwall Republican Town 
Committee will hold a meeting and 
a caucus in March, both at the Corn-
wall Library. The regular CRTC 

meeting will be Wednesday, 
March 9, at 7 p.m., for the 
purpose of electing officers. 
The caucus will be held 
Wednesday, March 23, at 7 

p.m. in order to endorse dele-
gates for state and district con-

ventions. All registered Repub-
licans are welcome.

CCT Strategic Plan Sur-
vey: The Cornwall Conser-

vation Trust invites all Corn-
wall residents to participate in our 

stakeholder survey to help guide us as we 
prepare our 2022 strategic plan for the next 
five years. The survey link can be found on 
our website: cornwallconservationtrust.
org. Deadline is March 15.

South of the Border Take-Out Dinner 
hosted by UCC Faith Formation Commit-
tee to benefit church school projects. Pre-or-
der only, required by March 18. Pick up at 
UCC Parish House March 26 (between 5 
and 7 p.m.). Choice of rice and beans or 
sweet potato and beef plus two sides, corn-
bread, and dessert. $15 per serving. Place 
order at office@uccincornwall.org or call 
672-6840.

A Cornwall Democratic Caucus will take 
place at the library on Sunday, March 27, at 
4 p.m. in order to select representatives for 
local and state conventions.

High school seniors living in Cornwall and 
graduating in 2022: remember to apply for 
the Cornwall Woman’s Society education 
grants. The application deadline is May 
15. Email nitacolgate@outlook.com  for ap-
plications.

Promote Your Business, Farm, or Studio. 
Explore Cornwall CT is an effort of the 
Economic Development Commission to 
promote economic activity in town, and 
to spread awareness of all that Cornwall 
has to offer. Would you like to sell a 
whole cow? A half a pig? We can an-
nounce that opportunity. Email a photo 
or short video of your farm, your trade 
truck, anything that represents what you 
do, along with your contact information 
and we will consider it for posting. Send 
it to  neilfrauenglass@yahoo.com.  And if 
you are in business and have an Insta-
gram account, please tag Explore-Corn-
wall and we will share your posts. This 
will be an ongoing effort; the more of us 
who contribute, the more accurate a pic-
ture of Cornwall we can paint.

Sun Climbs Higher
As the planet tilts toward spring, the sun 
comes to us sooner and leaves later every 
day. Clockwork, just like the appearance of 
the Chronicle in your hands every month. A 
check from you keeps us ticking. Thanks.


