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. » Getting Good Ice

°\ Finding a frozen pond and
A\ skating away, maybe with
# " that classic Jethro Tull title
playing in your head, seems harder today.
A radio favorite in 1974, the song was com-
posed in response to the then-fear of global
cooling. But as we know now, the world
marched off to a different tune. Here in
Cornwall, however, if you monitor the mer-
cury, follow the freeze-thaw cycles that be-
come more regular in February and March,
and keep an eye on your favorite spots,
good skating can still be found.

As the days lengthen, the ice strengthens.

A few basic rules apply: Be your own
weather app. Consider all local lakes,
swamps, and ponds. Buy and carry with
you a set of Swedish ice claws. Bring a
friend or a (four-legged) trusty companion.
And bear in mind that thin ice is not some-
one else’s responsibility to test or protect
you from. Skating across a lake or pond is
orders of magnitude more exhilarating
than any rink, but it should be treated with
utmost respect.

The alpine region of Connecticut (which
is to say, much of Cornwall) abounds with
micro climates. This means smartphone
software developed in Cupertino using
data from distant NOAA weather stations,
provides only some of the information you

need for chasing ice. An old-fashioned ther-
mometer outside a shaded window on your
house is key. So is a basic sense of which wa-
ter bodies sit at what elevations and how ex-
posed to wind, sun, and shade they are.
And keep in mind that cold air is denser
than warm and collects in pockets and hol-
lows where certain Cornwall waters lie.

Once you find a good spot, venture out
carefully and assess the ice thickness. Two
inches is marginal; three inches is generally
considered safe. Sometimes, you can gauge
it visually, along a crack or fissure, but a
cordless drill gives a more precise reading
and remember—thickness varies across
any natural water body. It’s likely thinner
and softer along a sunny shoreline or
around any dock or object that absorbs sun
and warmth—and open leads can be any-
where. Just as with maple sap gathering,
cold nights and warm days can create
near-ideal conditions. But don’t plan on a
pancake brunch beforehand. The ice may
still be safe at 11, but the hard surface reset
overnight by nature’s Zamboni will be
mushy by then.

Cream Hill Lake is a classic skate spot
and the go-to location for generations of
Cornwallians. Access is easy via the town
beach or the club, and on weekends when
the ice is nice, there’s often a crowd and a
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game or two of pond /§
hockey. Many a lost puck ;~
lies in sediment beneath ‘
the dock, missed shots of
seasons past.

Another great spot is off Wickwire
Road, on the back side of Cream Hill. Nes-
tled in a ravine (just up from Dean’s) and
well-shaded, it's often frozen when other
water bodies are not. Park by the iron gate,
cross the brook on stepping stones with a
makeshift staff, and hike up the grassy track
about half a mile until you reach the lean-to.
From there, bear right and follow the blue
blaze trail a hundred yards or so. Lost Pond
will be visible down the hill on the right.

Two hundred years ago, a community
of colliers lived and made charcoal here.
Old roads, large stone foundations, char-
coal mounds, and parts of what may have
been a blast furnace remain. The beavers
and their descendants, heartier (and smart-
ier) than the coal makers, maintain one of
the most impressive arch dams east of the
Hoover, and in winter they don’t mind
sharing their lake with a few skaters.

In addition to these public options, sev-
eral excellent skate spots can be found on
private property. In the good old days, back
when cooling was the concern, no one
seemed to mind if a group of outdoor en-
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(continued from page 1) blue boxes. Yet the USPS's efforts at increas- Welcome
ing the security of blue box locations have )
Ava Michelle Stevens

thusiasts appeared on their ice. Often, the
pond’s owner would join right in. Nowa-
days, landowners are less welcoming, and
more likely to follow the pickup hockey
game by posting no trespassing signs, as
happened last year at one particularly
prime location. Maybe it’s fear of litigation,
the “attractive nuisance” thing, and all that.
Or maybe it just goes hand in hand with
our heating climate. Still, good places re-
main, and ice will come to those who
wait—and watch.

Sometimes, perfect ice finally arrives
only to be followed by a heavy snowfall.
Shoveling out a small area for skating is one
solution, but that can be a lot of work for
modest returns. Another option is simply
to go with the snow; click into your skinny
skis, and enjoy fresh tracks across Corn-
wall’s fields and woods while you wait for
the next turn of the temperature—which
will happen. I promise. ~ —Henry Labalme

Fishing for Checks in
Cornwall Bridge

You've got a check to mail. Maybe you're
in a hurry. Or it's Sunday morning. That
iconic blue USPS box beckons to you.
You slide your envelope into the slot
and don't give it another thought.
That is, until your check winds
up being cashed hun-

dreds of miles away, with

a few extra zeros added on.

Sadly, scenarios like this have
played out here in Cornwall Bridge
several times over the past
six months with Cornwal-
lians, as well as others -
who utilize the post office box here, left to
deal with the headache of recovering their
stolen money. The anger was palpable on
the always lively Cornwall Community
Network, where residents traded stories of
fraud and theft with local victim Jim Young,
perhaps with a hint of internet hyperbole,
threatening to rip the box out of the ground.

According to the U.S. Postal Service,
mail theft has increased significantly over
the past several years, with 2023 cases far
exceeding those of the previous year. The
venerable blue boxes are also vulnerable
and they have long been a favored target
for scammers. Their design makes it easy to
“fish” out the contents of a box, something
the USPS is well aware of.

As one might expect, investigating
these thefts and recouping stolen mon-
ey holds out only the prospect of a
tangled web of bureaucracy and
frustration, though it is a scenario
local banks are becoming adept at
navigating as theft and fraud
show no sign of slowing.

The USPS is taking
steps to address these 7, )

concerns by phasing
out some of the %WWKW

been slammed by its own inspector general
as inadequate, with only 10% of the 140,000
old blue boxes set for replacement—a sce-
nario that the USPS claims is the result of
budgetary constraints. All this wrangling,
however, will come as only the coldest of
comforts to those who have already been
affected by the thefts, so, if you must send
checks through the mail, we urge you to
take them inside the post office.

—John W. W. Zeiser

Just in Case—Emergency
Preparedness

The power has already been out for two
days from that huge snow storm that
dumped a foot of heavy, wet snow. Lucki-
ly, you live in Cornwall, so you are stuck,
but you are also prepared! You lug the gas
generator out of the barn while you wait for
Eversource to repower your back road—
not a huge priority section for them; even
though the main line, along with generous
amounts of timber (pesky ash borer), is
across the end of your driveway and
most of your currently unplowable
/ road. Suddenly your CO detector
£ goes off and you realize that dizzy,
flushed feeling might not be a
bZ/LéL_'//g" coincidence. What do
you do?
Always stay away from
downed power lines. If you see lines
down in your yard, and your home is
safe, stay inside and call 911. Energized
wires can electrify the ground. Call 911
when CO meters are activated.
Not more rain! All sum-

d
, $9¢ mer Cornwall has been flooding.
= Usually your house is dry, but

now your dirt floor basement is
filled with water. A sheen on the top of the
liquid tells you the old oil tank you'd been
saving up to replace is probably leaking
and you can’t reach the panel box without
going through the oily water. Was that just
a spark? What do you do?

Check vents and sump pump outlets around
your home. Deep snow, heavy rain, or icy condi-
tions can compromise exits important to the
health of your home’s interior environment.
And avoid crossing flooded roads. If you can’t
see the pavement, the road may not be safe.

Lightning struck the laurel. Again. It’s
been burning underground for two weeks.
Again. Only this time it's much closer to
your house and the toxic smoke is so in-
tense that our emergency team has
decided your neighborhood needs
to'evacuate, because not only is
the smoke dangerous, but the
fire is spreading uncontrollably
and now poses risk to struc-

tures. You have three dogs,
two cats, two horses, a flock
of chickens, and a fish
tank you need to consid-
er in addition to your

to Jason and Traci Stevens

Reason Leeloo Joy Schenk
to Ksenia Semenova and William H. Schenk

Alexandra Lucia Jamison Kotchoubey
to Eisley and Nicholas Kotchoubey

Goodbye to Friends

Barry Fenn

Tom Walker

Congratulations
Paper Eoghan Buck and Arlene Joy Santos

Land Transfers

Ivan and Samantha Lend]l, Trustees of the Ivan
Lendl Qualified Person Residence Trust, to 400
Mile 1, LLC, 75% of property with all improve-
ments thereon at 400 5-1/2 Mile Road,
for $7,372,717.

Ivan and Samantha Lend]l, Trustees of the
Samantha Lendl Qualified Person Residence
Trust, to 400 Mile 1, LLC, 25% of property with
all improvements thereon at 400 5-1/2 Mile
Road, for $2,457,572.

Ivan Lendl to 400 Mile 6, LLC, 152.259 acres of
land on Bradford Road (127.26 acres remainder
in Goshen) for $632,769.

CT Home, LLC, to Cornwall Conservation
Trust, Inc, 15 acres of land on Great Hollow
Road, for $50,000.

William Swift and Henrietta B. Holekamp,
Trustees, to Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc.,
16.556 acres of land on Todd Hill Road.

Lisa Marie Melk and Rudolph L. Melk, Jr., to
Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc., 17.556 acres
of land at 106 Valley Road, for $190,000.

Russell Barton and Susan Stone, to Ivan and
Samantha Lend], Trustees, property at 24, 26
and 40 Cobble Hill Road with dwelling house,
buildings, barns, and improvements thereon.
Also 5 parcels of vacant land on Cobble Hill
Road, Sharon Goshen Turnpike and Grange
Hall Road, for $6,250,000.

family of five. What do you do?

Verify carbon monoxide and smoke detectors
are operational. Know how to shut off utilities
for your home if necessary. If evacuating be-
cause of a fire in the area, be sure to shut off gas
if there is time to do so safely.

This list is not all encompassing, but
should further help in your preparations:

*  Water: three days’ worth—at least one
gallon of water per person, per day.
Add enough for pets. Pre-freezing bot-
tles of water can help extend the cool-
ing abilities of a refrigerator when the
power is out.

* Nonperishable food for three days; plan
for pets as well.

¢ Flashlights, battery-powered lanterns,
plenty of extra batteries.

e Battery-powered emergency radio.

e First aid kit.
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* Organize medications and prescrip-
tions so they can be grabbed quickly.
Same is true for important papers, e.g.,
passports, birth certificates, and docu-
ments. Don’t forget rabies certificates
for dogs and cats, as shelters and other
locations may require them.

e Have sand, water, and an area road
map in your vehicle. In cold weather,
toss in warm blankets too.

e Have some cash on hand. ATMs and
some gas pump readers may not be
operational in an extended power out-
age.

® Check car and home fuel levels prior to
any storm.

e Consider battery or generator backup
capabilities for medical equipment re-
quiring electricity.

e Have children identify the toy or items
that give them comfort. Limit the list,
but be sure to have space and consider-
ation for what will ease their stress.
Consider the same for yourself.

e Pack an extension cord and all neces-
sary charging cables.

* Have extra clothes and toiletries ready
to grab in the event you need to leave
quickly.

Ditch the flip flops and opt for sturdy
shoes or boots.

Emergencies can happen anytime, often

with little warning. Take time now to plan

with your family.
—Iris Hermann and Diane Beebe

Cornwall Bridge Pottery
Turns 50

In September of 1974, at the age of 22, Todd
Piker lit a match and started the first firing
of his 625-cubic-foot climbing kiln in Corn-
wall Bridge. Unfortunately, Hurricane Car-
men blew in the same day, putting every-
thing on hold and soaking the wood
supply. It took a while, but eventually Piker
fired the kiln. This spring, Todd will light
up for his 280th time. He has rebuilt both
the arch and chimney twice and added a
gas kiln in 1995, but the kiln’s floor and
walls are the originals.

Todd’s early work consisted of vast
numbers of lamp bases for Bloomingdale’s
and hanging planters for White Flower
Farm. He also made floor and wall tiles¢
and sold domestic pots out of his and *
Evie’s home. Ten years in, he opened “
the shop in West Cornwall, ,
where he sold vases, plates,
mugs, bowls, and large plant-, L
ers. In 2018 he sold that build- - ;
ing (which now houses The Local ®
and The Union) and returned the
retail space to the pottery in Corn-
wall Bridge. He also started a
non-profit  organization  called
IDEAS, with the aim to develop and en-
hance our artistic sensibilities. Talk to Todd
if you have ideas to explore with clay!
There may even be pottery classes offered
soon, with use of the workshop, kilns, and
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his reference collection of books and pots.

When Todd and Evie came to town
with dreams of starting a pottery here, Kay
Fenn was the town clerk. She helped them
navigate the regulations required to open
the pottery. Right from the start, they felt
embraced, encouraged, and supported.
Cornwall then, as now, was keen to have a
new, young business in town.

Todd is very humble, but he has trained
an impressive roster of potters over the last
50 years. Many have gone on to open their
own potteries and in turn, trained others.
(Full disclosure, I trained with the same
potter in England, Michael Cardew, though
several years later than Todd.) There are
certain values associated with most tradi-
tional potteries, especially the value of
working in series, repeating a form until
you come to know it, and working as a
team. This is quite a contrast to an art school
approach, and a very valuable experience
for young potters trying to get started. Cur-
rently, Sanah Stella Petersen is working
with Todd, making her own pots, but bene-
fiting from Todd’s expertise, and she shows
her work alongside his in the showroom.

Cornwall Bridge Pottery hosts three an-
nual events: a sale over Memorial Day
weekend, another over Indigenous Peo-
ple’s weekend, and the Clay Way tour
held the weekend after Indigenous Peo-
ple’s weekend.

I asked Todd if he had a favorite shape
to make, and he does...fat-bellied pitchers. I
can attest that he makes them very well.
Light in the hand, with comfortable han-
dles, a pleasure to use. — Jane Herold

Briefs

* Cornwall Bridge and West Cornwall re-
ceived grants from Connecticut’s Transpor-
tation Rural Improvement Program (TRIP)
to the tune of $868,000. The TRIP grants
will fund needed pedestrian improvements
in both villages. Cornwall Bridge will re-
ceive a new sidewalk between the Cornwall
Market and the fire station, as well as an
improved crosswalk between the Cornwall
Market and businesses on the west side of
Route 7. West Cornwall is set for two speed
tables on Route 128 east of Railroad Street,
as well as a crosswalk, street widening, and

. on the town website.
~» Town Hall has announced that
Essex Hill is reopened for
through traffic after repairs on
the “landslide” were completed.
¢ The Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion approved the first application
based on the 2019 farm amendment to
the zoning regulations, permitting Ridg-
way Farm to proceed with the construc-
tion of a structure that will contain an ac-
cessory dwelling, farm store, and tasting
room for the farm’s future cidery. January
also saw the annual planning meeting,
where volunteer organizations throughout
town made reports on steps being taken to

.~ bike racks. More information can be found

achieve the town’s 2020 Plan of Conserva-
tion and Development goals.

* The state of Connecticut’s Office of
Health Strategy (OHS) has denied Nu-
vance Health’s appeal regarding its effort
to shut down the maternity ward at Sha-
ron Hospital. OHS officials declared that
Nuvance had failed to meet the criteria re-
quired to initiate such a closure last year.
The OHS'’s appeal decision comes on the
heels of a protracted fight led by Save Sha-
ron Hospital and its allies to keep materni-
ty services going. —John W. W. Zeiser

CVFED Monthly Activity
Counts Jan. 15 to Feb. 15

2 Motor vehicle accidents

2 Gas leaks/gas-related incidents
2 False alarms

20 EMS/medical incidents

\\
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Events and Announcements

At the Cornwall Library

Watercolor Basics—Simple Techniques
and Tips with Collette Hurst, Saturdays,
March 2, 9, and 16, from 10 to 11:30 A.Mm.
$75 for all three classes, payable to the in-
structor at the first class. Learn the basics
of watercolor using enjoyable, creative
techniques, tips, and unusual tools to sim-
plify the painting process. Paint a variety
of subjects that focus on skills of color mix-
ing, brushstrokes, and washes. Students of
all levels welcome. Supply list provided
upon registration, which is required at
cornwalllibrary.org.

Jump into a magical book-filled interac-
tive reading time with Miss Rita on Satur-
day, March 9, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Creative Writing Workshop with Sally
Van Doren on Sunday, March 10, from 1 to
3 p.m. This intensive writing workshop is
designed to give writers the time we need
to generate new work and to home in on
whatever it is that is begging us to bring it
to the page. Guided by prompts and in-
class writing assignments, we will dive
deep and emerge transformed. With a fo-
cus on poetic concision and the power of
spontaneity, writers will be encouraged to
create on the spot and share it with others
for immediate feedback. An author and art-
ist, Sally Van Doren has published four
books of poetry with LSU Press, most re-

(continued on page 4)
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cently Sibilance. Her first book, Sex at Noon
Taxes, received the Walt Whitman Award
from the Academy of American Poets. A
graduate of Princeton (BA) and the Univer-
sity of Missouri-St. Louis (MFA), she has
taught poetry workshops at the Scoville
Memorial Library, the 92™ Street Y, and
other institutions. She maintains her studio
in West Cornwall. Registration is re-

quired at cornwalllibrary.org. Class
size is limited to 12 students.

Old Time Community Dance:
Squares, circles, and contras
taught and called by Bob _
Livingston to the lively mu-
sic of Relatively Sound Band.
Saturday, March 2, at town
hall from 7 to 9 p.m. Begin-
ners welcome. No partners necessary. Do-
nations requested to pay the caller and tip
the band. For more information, contact
Debra@Motherhouse.us or 672-0229.

The Dreamcatcher Series: Creating Maps
of Intention will be held at the Union Well-
ness Co-op on four consecutive Sundays:
March 3, 10, 17, and 24, from 1 to 2:30 r.m.
$15 per session ($10 for two or more attend-
ing together). The nonlinear process guides
you from ideas to goals, from dreams to
plans for new directions to improve your
wellness.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Thursday, March
7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at UCC Parish House,
8 Bolton Hill Road. Call 1-800-RedCross or

bration takes place at Foote Field, from 2 to
3 r.m. Games, snacks, and hanging out with
Rec Bunny.

Community/Senior Breakfast on March
26 at UCC Parish House, 9 a.m. Must
RSVP by March 22. Contact/Register park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-

480-0600.

The Cornwall Republican
Town Committee will hold
ameeting on March 14, at 7
p.M. at the Cornwall Library
for the election of officers
and delegates.

South of the Border Take-
Out benefit dinner hosted by
the UCC Church School for
its mission projects. Pre-order
only, pick up at UCC Parish

House, March 16 between 5 and 7 vy

p.M. Main dish choices are Guate- \‘j/
malan rice and beans or Mexican 3
picadillo (beef) with two sides, )
cornbread, and dessert. $15 per
serving. Pre-orders due March

11. To order, call 672-6840 or email
office@uccincornwall.org.

The Cornwall Association is
sponsoring a free Safety Forum
presented by the Cornwall Volun-
teer Fire Department on Tuesday,
March 26, at 7 p.m. at the West Corn- A\
wall Firehouse. Open to all.

Art in Cornwall
The Ingersoll Showroom is showcasing

visit redcrossblood.org to schedule an
appointment.

Parks and Recreation

The senior monthly luncheon
will be held at UCC Parish House
on March 12 at noon. Must RSVP
by March 8.

A Community Social Hour
at UCC Parish House, March 20,
from 3 to 4 p.M. Snacks and
drinks with friends.

On March 24, a Spring Cele-

M

A Spark in Late Winter’s Lull

In this final frosty stretch, your donations
melt away financial obstacles and keep the
Chronicle’s momentum snowballing into
the spring season. Kindly send contribu-
tions to PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796,
or via PayPal.

paintings by Don Bracken
through March.

“Complexity and Emer-
gence,” new works by Béla
Selendy, continues at Corn-
| wall Library until April 6.

Works by 12-year-old
Donald Polk Jr., son of Tamara
Polk, will be showcased at the Nation-
al Iron Bank in Cornwall Bridge.

The Cornwall Conservation Trust trail
crew is a merry band who helps with main-
tenance on our preserves. If interested to
join, please leave your name, email, and
phone at cornwallconservationtrust@gmail.
com. Work is concentrated in the spring but
continues through the summer.

The Cornwall Historical Society is seeking
assistance for an upcoming exhibition cele-
brating the rich history of the Mohawk
Mountain Ski Area and its pivotal role in

the birth of snowmaking. CHS is looking
for any objects, photographs, or old ephem-
era. If you have special memories to share,
please consider contacting us at curator@

cornwallhistoricalsociety.org or call Suzie
Fateh 672-0505.

The Cornwall Democratic Town Commit-
tee will meet on April 1 at the Cornwall Li-
brary at 7 p.m. to elect officers and dele-
gates. All Democrats welcome.

Notice is hereby given that a Presidential
Preference Primary of both the Republican
and Democratic parties will be held in the
Cornwall Town Hall, 24 Pine Street, on
Tuesday, April 2. Polls are open from 6 A.Mm.
until 8 p.M. Absentee ballots will be avail-
able beginning Tuesday, March 12, from
,  the town clerk’s office. Office hours
are Monday through Thursday
. from 9 A.M. to noon and 1 to 4
r.m. Completed ballots must be
) M eturned by 8 r.m. on Primary
Day, April 2. Early voting will
~ occur on March 26, 27, 28, and
29 from 10 a.M. to 6 p.M. at the
town hall meeting room. Notic-
es and updates will be posted
1 on the town website.

!

Cornwall Woman’s Society
Educational Award: High school seniors
graduating this year and whose full-
time residence is in Cornwall are eli-
gible. Applications are available at
the Cornwall Library, the high school,

or from cbthibault@gmail.com. Applica-
tions due May 15.
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OUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPEAL

March 2024
Dear Cornwall Neighbors and Friends,

2023 was a busy year for The Cornwall Association and we need your membership support to
make 2024 another successful year.

Last year we: (1) hosted the Cornwall Candidates Forum where all candidates for Selectman
answered questions from townspeople, (2) created the Winter Lights Project to install string
lights and bring a warm glow to our three town centers on winter nights; (3) held our town’s
annual Newcomers Tea to warmly welcome those new and recently new to town, and (4) offered
two “Good Morning With Good Neighbors” casual morning gatherings with coffee and pastries
and conversation. And over the last few years our fundraising efforts raised over $5,000 for the
Cornwall Food and Fuel Fund.

For 35 years the Cornwall Association has created community-wide events and forums for
everyone in Cornwall.

We hope you will become a member or renew your membership this year. Membership
is $25 for one person or a household. You can join or renew your membership at
www.CornwallAssociation.org (click on Become a Member tab), mail a check, or use the QR
Code, both at the bottom of this page.

Thank you for your support, and we hope to see you at one of our events.

Your Cornwall Association Board of Directors

Tony Appio, Sam Bruehl, Dave Cadwell, Casey Cook, Peter Demy, Katherine Freygang, Richard
Griggs, Priscilla Pavel, Michelle Shipp, Brenda Singer, and Gary Steinkohl

We are a 501(c)(3) organization. Your contribution is tax deductible as allowed by law.

I would like to join/renew my membership. Please cut out this section and mail it with

your check to The Cornwall Association,
Name PO Box 128, West Cornwall, CT 06796
Address Donate electronically

CornwallAssociation.org

Email
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Good Morning
Good Neighbors

Come for coffee and a pastry and
stay to personally thank many of

our town elected officials who are
no longer in elected office. Free.

March 16, 10am-12pm
@ Cornwall Library

CVFD
Safety Forum

Join CVFD responders (firefighters
and EMS) as they outline steps you
can take to prevent fires and stay
safe around home and town. Free.

March 26, 7pm
@ West Cornwall Firehouse

For more information on these events visit CornwallAssociation.org

Contact us at CornwallAssociationInc@gmail.com




