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- Gk / Matters in Cornwall

Cornwall, like many New England
W towns, has a unique rural character.
But how do towns balance preservation
with progress? The answer lies in the Plan
of Conservation and Development (POCD),
a document that shapes Cornwall’s future
each decade. Renewed every ten years, this
plan is a crucial roadmap for the town with
important historical origins.

When the Puritans first settled here,
they created a document that determined
how the land they acquired was to be dis-
tributed, called the Fundamental Orders of
1639. Considered by many historians to be
the first written constitution of a democrat-
ic government, this is why our state is
called “The Constitution State.”

According to Anna Timell, chairman of
Cornwall’s Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion (P&Z), our current land use practices
can be traced back directly to the Funda-
mental Orders. “How the land was to be
used was put in the hands of the people liv-
ing there. The POCD is an exercise in peo-
ple power.”

Our current POCD was developed in
2020 by P&Z with input from volunteers.
Timell states that “the plan is reviewed
each year in an effort to inform the public of
its existence and energize them to get the

ideas implemented.” The only enforcement
of the POCD is at the state level. Discretion-
ary state grants are often tied to the goals
outlined in the plan, making it essential
that the document reflects the community’s
priorities.

The most recent review of our 2020
POCD was held last January with volun-
teers from the following areas represented:
Economic Development; Housing; Natural
Resources; and Community, Cultural, and
Youth Resources. Goals which have been
achieved were given a green light, while ar-
eas still in progress were highlighted in yel-
low.

Timell notes, “Unfortunately, the POCD
isn’t always top-of-mind for residents, es-
pecially newcomers. Many may be unfa-
miliar with the New England tradition of
town planning and the importance of citi-
zen participation. This lack of awareness
can lead to missed opportunities to shape
the town’s future.”

The current POCD can be found online;
just search for “Cornwall CT POCD.” By
engaging in the POCD process, you can en-
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mains a vibrant and thriv-

ing community for generations

to come. Your voice matters. Make it heard.
—Bob Meyers

sure that Cornwall re- /?f%

What’s in Our Name?

As noted in last month’s briefs, March 5 is
the feast day of St. Piran, who is venerated
in Cornwall, the county on England’s
southwestern coast after which we chose to
name our town when we incorporated in
1740. T have been to Cornwall, England,
and to be honest, it does not remind me all
that much of Cornwall, Connecticut—at
least in terms of topography. Some rugged
hills, yes, but dominated by miles and miles
of Atlantic seacoast. The people are warm
and welcoming, so there is that, but beware,
the Cornish dialect is baffling.

How did that original Cornwall come
by its name? You'd be forgiven if you imag-
ined that “corn” had something to do with
corn. It does not. Instead, the first root is
“korn,” the proto-Celtic word for “horn,”
as in “unicorn” (the vegetable we call corn
actually has a different root: the proto-Ger-
man “kurn,” meaning “grain,” and from
that we also get acorn, core, and kernel).
The “horn” is likely a reference to the shape
of Cornwall, jutting as it does into the At-
lantic Ocean. The wall comes from “wealh,”

(continued on page 2)
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an Old English word variously translated
as “stranger” or “foreigner” (Wales shares
the same root). In sum, Cornwall are the
others—in this case the “not-English”—
who reside in the place of the horn.

What might all this have to do with
Cornwall, Connecticut? Not much, except
to say that the aforementioned St. Piran

is a mythic figure in Cornwall, En- ﬁ:ﬁ'\w

gland, and a request has gone a
out to the Cornwalls world- %:;
wide from the BBC asking us

to join them in honoring St.
Piran’s Day. So, who was St. Piran?
Apparently, he was a fun fellow, and he
was a bona fide “wealh,” arriving in Corn-
wall, England, after having been expelled
from Ireland sometime in the fifth century.
According to Cornish historian Elizabeth
Dale, legend has it that “St. Piran was tied to
a millstone, thrown into the sea, and floated
all the way from Ireland to the sands of what
is now known as Perranporth on Cornwall’s
north coast.” That feat alone seems worthy of
sainthood, or at least some honor. In the
event, Piran is known for two things: he ap-
parently enjoyed a good party and he taught
the locals how to smelt tin, a skill which has
served the folk of Cornwall handsomely for
many centuries. St. Piran even has his own
flag: black with a white cross.

Most of us know about “Cinco de
Mayo,” but it seems that the fifth of March
for us is a day also worthy of celebration.
After all, spring is imminent, and with
spring—the so-called first season (“prin-
temps” in French)—comes renewal. Re-
newal of the earth as the first buds appear,
yellow and purple crocuses—maybe daffo-
dils and forsythia by the end of the month.
Likewise, we work to put back in order
those things that winter took apart. With
good reason it’s called “mud season,” but
just as November is often referred to as
“locking time,” so it is that March could be
said to be “mending time.”

In Robert Frost’s poem “Mending
Wall,” two neighbors set out in spring to
mend the stone wall separating their prop-
erties; labor, the speaker of the poem, ques-
tions. After all, “He is all pine and I am apple
orchard.” Ultimately, the other responds,
“’Good fences make good neighbors.” Fair
enough, butI can see going one step further
to suggest that this is a time to mend the
“wealh” so to speak. Town meetings in
New England traditionally occur in March,
and with them the opportunity to gather at
the end of a long winter to affirm our re-
newal as a community and to welcome the
stranger, the foreigner, into our midst.

— Walker Zeiser

Washington’s Colonel

Heman Swift (1733-1814) was a senior
Continental Army officer from Cornwall,
Connecticut, who served with distinction
from 1776 through the very end of the Rev-

olutionary War. Although some of the sto-
ries associated with him are difficult to ver-
ify, there is no denying that he was a
capable commander entrusted with in-
creasing levels of responsibility.

Born in Wareham, Massachusetts, Swift
sz moved with his extended family to
m Kent, Connecticut, in the mid-1740s.
\ He served during the French and
Indian War in several campaigns
with Connecticut’s Provincial Regi-
ments. In 1764, Swift and his first

s 27

wall and ultimately had 11 children
together. He represented Cornwall
in the Provincial General Assembly

in the early 1770s.

In the summer of 1776, Swift command-
ed a battalion of Connecticut state troops
sent to Fort Ticonderoga to bolster the
Northern Army. He returned to Connecti-
cut in the latter part of November, and on
January 1, 1777, was commissioned colonel
of the newly established Seventh Connecti-
cut Continental Regiment. Cornwall’s John
Sedgwick was the Seventh Connecticut’s
first major, fellow townsman Lt. Tryal Tan-

@/ 5§ wife, Mary (Skiff), moved to Corn-
/i
N

ner its second adjutant, and a relatlve C

Isaac Swift, its first surgeon. fg N A,,««r"’\
Swift’s regiment was one of q‘
those ordered to march from the ¢ Ob

Hudson nghlands to reinforce » \%

Washington’s main army after its
defeat at Brandywine. They arrived
too late to prevent the capture of
Philadelphia, but were present for
Washington’s predawn attack at German-
town on October 4, 1777. In the literal fog of
war, Swift’s and other Connecticut regi-
ments of Gen. Alexander McDougall’s bri-
gade, experienced heavy fighting against
the British guards and loyalist Queen’s
Rangers. Surgeon’s Mate Jonathan Todd of
Swift’s Seventh Connecticut wrote; “I sup-
pose A hotter fire was Never known...Our
Regt. far'd as well as any & shew’d as much
Obedience to Order([s].”

Swift’s regiment spent that winter at
Valley Forge and were part of Washing-
ton’s main defensive line at Monmouth on
June 28, 1778. They overwintered at Red-
ding, Connecticut, in 1778-79 and a year
later spent the coldest winter in living
memory at Jockey Hollow near Mor-
ristown, New Jersey. On August 1,
1780, Swift was assigned command \
of a provisional battalion of light ‘ﬁ
mfantry comprising compa-  44EY
nies from each of Connecti-
cut’s Continental regiments and under
the overall command of the Marquis de La-
fayette. After the light division disbanded
near the end of November, Swift went back
to winter quarters in the Highlands to over-
see the consolidation of his old regiment
and the Fifth Connecticut to form a new
Second Connecticut for service in 1781.

For much of the remainder of the war,
Colonel Swift commanded a brigade that
included his own Second Connecticut
Regiment. He remained in the Highlands
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Welcome

Thomas Philip Le Beau and Emma Hart Le Beau
to Ellen Hart and Matt Le Beau

Goodbye to Friends

Karen J. Beattie
Carl Tyler

Land Transfers

Christoper Hopkins to Franklin I. Pucha Ortega
and Karina E. Lalvay-Palta, 1.23 acres of land
with improvements thereon at 301 Kent Road,
for $300,000.

William S. Calhoun and Alexa Venturini to Sean
Maher and Jonathan Homer, land with all
improvements thereon at 20 Everest Hill Rd
for $1,395,000.

during the Yorktown Campaign and con-
tinued there to the end of hostilities. In
1783, Colonel Swift once again commanded
his own Second Regiment until the long
service men were discharged that June, and
continued through December, 1783, in

charge of a consolidated “Connecti-

e /) cut Regiment.” He was made a bre-

7 vet brigadier general in September,
1783, and discharged at the close of
the year.

Accordmg to 19" century recollec-

gifted Swift several items, including
an officer’s sash, sword, and epaulets.
Swift certainly would have received a
sword from Lafayette in 1780, which the
marquis provided to all his Light Infantry
officers in 1780 at his own expense. The so-
briquet “Washington’s Colonel” first ap-
peared in association with Swift as the title
of a bicentennial pamphlet about him pub-
lished by the Cornwall Historical Society.
After the war, Heman Swift was a mem-
ber of the upper house of the Connecticut
General Assembly and a judge of the Li-
tchfield County Court of Common Pleas.
He died in 1814, survived by his fourth
wife, Hannah (Hopson) Pratt, and is bur-
ied in the Calhoun Cemetery in Cornwall
Bridge in sight of his postwar home that
now houses the offices of the Housatonic
Valley Association. Approximately 200
men from Cornwall served during the
conﬂict, and there are Swift descendants
still living in the community today.
—Tim Abbott

(" l‘;’) tions by family members, Lafayette

“Oh, Sure, We Can Do That”

I went to visit Pat and Jerry Blakey in
their house on Pine Street to talk with
them about their lives in Cornwall.
~~ They were born here in the mid-
1930s and were married here in 1955.
Jerry did most of the talking, but of-

/ ‘5 ten quoted things Pat had said while

&£

she nodded in agreement. Jerry
said, “We are probably the only
married couple who were born in
Cornwall and have never lived
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anywhere else.”

Why had they stayed in Cornwall, I
asked. Jerry said, “I never even thought
about moving out of Cornwall.” Pat added,
“No, I didn’t either.” They were able to
build a house and find jobs —Pat worked at
Marvelwood School for 20 years and then
was secretary for the Congregational
Church; Jerry was associated with the
Cornwall Rug Shop for half a century. “I
think what kept us here was we had that
opportunity. And we lived in the
community. I think, what more
do you want?” “We had a won-
derful time,” Pat added.

I asked about their mar-
riage. “They said it would
never work. Well, it1l be 70

—~

years this September. So I guess it

worked.” When I asked if they had Z

any advice for couples just starting
out, Jerry instantly replied, “Have a
good sense of humor.” “Great!” Pat
chimed in. Jerry added, “Don’t always
say no. Don’t always say yes.”

Pat and Jerry are well-known for doz-
ens of community activities they have
been involved with in Cornwall. Long be-
fore there was a Park and Recreation Com-
mission, Jerry ran a program for kids to
play ball or skate. Pat started the Cornwall
Carnival and worked for decades at the
Cornwall Rummage Sale. Among many
things they started and ran were the Corn-
wall Red Cross blood drive and a program
at the Congregational Church to loan free
medical equipment. Why? “All those
things that Pat and I have done, and I re-
member we were talking about this not
long ago, that if you do something for
somebody else, you walk away and you
feel pretty good about yourself. Some-
times you feel better than what you de-
serve for what you did! But you feel better
if you can help somebody.” Pat added, “I
just thought that's why I'm here.”

I'wondered how they got involved in so
many community efforts, and Jerry replied,
“Someone will approach you and say, why
don’t you join us? Oh, sure. No problem.
Yeah. Oh yeah. Oh, sure. I can do that.” An
example: “Pat was reading the Hartford
Courant and it had a little article, “Tor-
rington Area Soup Kitchen Looking for
Volunteers.” Pat read it to me and said,
“We can do that!” We did —every Wednes-
day for 18 years.”

Jerry says, “I don’t know why any-
body who had the opportunity would not
live in Cornwall or in the Northwest Cor-
ner.” He recalled that “a lot of good peo-
ple went with me to Mexico” with the La
Casa project to help build houses in a poor
community. Others helped deliver medi-
cal equipment for the Congregational
Church’s hospital equipment loan pro-
gram. He says he always had a volunteer.
“This is what makes it, it's the people who
make it. And I think we have a good group
of people. And I think that makes the
community too.” — Jeremy Brecher

Formaggio di Cornwall

The Italian expression come il cacio sui mac-
cheroni, in English like cheese on macaroni
or something which is perfectly fitting, ide-
ally describes Coltsfoot Valley Farm in
Cornwall Village. And cheese it is.

Tommy Eucalitto grew up in Tor-
rington, but as a young man he pursued
adventures in the Alps and Sardinia
through the World Wide Oppor-
tunities on Organic Farms pro-
gram. He first worked as a
shepherd with an 80-year-
old man in the Aosta Valley.

This inspirational figure was
still making cow and goat
cheese in the mountains.
/ During his time in the Aosta
Valley, Tommy herded and
milked cows and soaked up

some of the secrets of artisanal

cheese production. After the

Alps, Tommy gained additional
experiences with shepherds in Sar-

Q)D U dinia. Bringing his knowledge and ex-

periences from Italy, Tommy returned to
the Litchfield hills. He worked for a couple
of years with several area farms and then
teamed up with farm owner Jon Old to
launch Coltsfoot.

I visited the farm on a recent winter af-
ternoon and found it a beehive of activity.
Twelve Jerseys were frolicking. Ten cows
are expecting calves this spring. Builders
were working on the roof of the barn which
they have expanded over the last year. We
visited the cheese production facilities with
an adjoining tasting area featuring a spec-
tacular view of the valley. Tommy has de-
veloped artisanal local cheese production
employing the secrets he learned from the
shepherds in the Alps and in Sardinia.
Coltsfoot is launching a CSA for dairy
products this summer. Products that will
be included in the CSA are raw milk cheese,
yogurt, and more. He also envisions host-
ing tasting events in the near future. Over
the last couple of years, as he has been get-
ting Coltsfoot up and running, Tommy has
also been substituting at Cornwall Consoli-
dated. On the verge of launching, he is
hopeful that he will now give full-time at-
tention to the farm. These are in-

wetlands to Coltsfoot and indicated that
groups from the Audubon Center occasion-
ally visit to observe certain bird species.
They feel a responsibility for conserving
this special place we all enjoy.

While in Italy Tommy came to appreci-
ate the terroir of a product derived from the
environmental factors where that product
is produced. It is the terroir of the Cornwall
Valley that gives Coltsfoot cheese that spe-
cial un non so che. —Robin Gray

On a Winter’s Night a Reveler

Looking for the heart of Saturday night in
the Northwest Corner? This time of year,
you'll often find it at home by the fireside.
But if you're willing to brave the cold, you
may find something more than a good
book and an early night.

Several Saturdays ago, at Macaire +
Kristoph's art opening of works on paper,
the joint was jumping. The crowd, like the
art, was wall-to-wall, and bubbly beverages
flowed. Some of us had come straight from
the Cornwall Library’s screening of Journey
of the Universe—a visually stunning explo-
ration, scientific and metaphorical, of hu-
manity’s evolving place in our 14-billion-
year-old cosmos. Whew.

A more recent Saturday evening found
me further afield, at the Taghhannuck
Grange in Sharon, to see how klutzy I might
be at square dancing. The answer: not as
bad as I expected. Fortunately, the others
in attendance were wonderfully tolerant.
Their friendly urging and the lively jigs
and reels of local band Relatively Sound
got me on my feet. I began to imagine my-
self as a character from Little House on the
Prairie. Although Cornwall recently dis-
continued its monthly country dance
events (not forever, one hopes), our area
has various similar social dancing oppor-
tunities. No partner necessary!

A second port of call, however, kept me
from dancing the night away: Twelve
Moons Coffee House at the Center on Main
in Falls Village. First Saturdays mean live
acoustic music, poetry, and story-telling,
starting with open mic—a mixed bag in
which surprising goodies can be found. I
got there in time to settle in a comfortable
chair, soak in the warm glow of the con-

deed exciting cheese events a@gverted church, sip some wine (BYOB), and

coming to Cornwall Village. B
During his time in Italy, -
Tommy developed a
deep appreciation for

side the animals. This has \

given him a closer connec-

tion to nature and means

he thinks more about con- -

servation. Jon OId, like- é@

in taking care of the land. Together Jon and
Tommy make a good team. They are com-
mitted to farming and producing cheese in
a manner that preserves this treasured re-

living every day along-
wise, has an obvious stake
source. He further noted the proximity of

S
s

catch the evening’s last few gentle songs
from the night’s featured artist.

When I got home, there was still time
for a bit of reading by the fireside. And
so to bed. — Pamela Jarvis

The Town’s Cup
Runneth Over

The day before Valentine’s saw a non-parti-
san love-in at the town hall when Secretary
of the State Stephanie Thomas came to
award Cornwall the Democracy Cup for
having the highest voter turnout in Con-

(continued on page 4)
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necticut in the November 2024 election. (At
90.46%, we handily beat the 75% state aver-
age.) Before an audience of State Sen. Ste-
phen Harding and State Rep. Maria Horn,
all three selectmen, Registrars Jayne
Ridgway and Brittany Mosimann, Town
Clerk Vera Dinneen and many past and
present poll workers, the secretary pre-
sented a rather intimidating statue now
bearing Cornwall’s name.

Secretary Thomas opined that high vot-
er turnout is due not only to those on the
ballot, but to a community culture of trust
in the importance of voting, and that it re-
flects the efforts of the registrars and poll
workers to keep the process smooth, pro-
fessional, and welcoming.

After brief words by Harding, Horn,
and Gordon Ridgway, Secretary Thomas
rewarded Vera and Jayne with special cita-
tions to honor the 30 years of election work
each has performed. When Jayne put in a
plea for shorter early-voting periods in the
future, the secretary confessed that she had
no vote on that, and gracefully passed the
matter on to the legislators, who gave every
appearance of being 100% on board.

—Mag Cooley

7/
)~ Correction

In the February issue
Sarah Butler was
misidentified as Sar-
ah Burke. We regret
the error.

(o

M
Cornwall Briefs

* Local and state officials braved the
weather on February 7 to attend a ground-
breaking ceremony for new affordable
housing slated for 349 Town Street. Corn-
wall is one of five towns involved in the
Litchfield County Center for Housing
Opportunity’s Litchfield County Home
Ownership Program. The LCHOP project
will see ten new modular single-family
homes built in Cornwall, Norfolk, North
Canaan, Salisbury, and Washington.

—The Editors

Money Pitch

Maple sap is now flowing. We hope your
generosity flows similarly to keep the
Chronicle boiling. Donate to PO Box 6, West
Cornwall 06796.

Events & Announcements

Park and Recreation
Saturday, March 1: Chili Cook-off. An
adult-only fun night out to beat the winter
blues. From 6 to 8 r.m. at town hall with
music by local musician Glori Wilder. Indi-
vidual or team chili entries welcome. Public
votes. Trophies awarded to the winner.
Tuesday, March 11: Community/Senior
Lunch, UCC Parish House at noon. MUST
RSVP by March 9 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.
Wednesday, March 19: Community Social
Hour from 3 to 4 p.m. Just drop by UCC Parish
House for snacks and drinks with friends.
Tuesday, March 25: Community/Senior
Breakfast at UCC Parish House, 9 A.m. MUST
RSVP by March 23 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.
Tuesday, March 25: Flower Arranging
Workshop. Afternoon and evening sessions.
Adults only. Details at cornwallparkrec.org.

Art in Cornwall: Art opening at the library.
Dorothy Spears, Plein Air, Works on Paper.
Opening reception on March 1 at 5 p.m. The
show runs until April 12. Registration re-
quested for the opening.

At the Library

Storytime with Rita Delgado: a@z’;"?}

Saturday, March 1, from 10:30 7" -
A.M. until noon. Jump into aff\ &
magical book-filled interactive
reading time with Miss Rita.

Watercolor Sketchbook Workshops.
Saturdays, March 8, 15, and 22. 10 to 11:30
A.M. Use paints, ink, and colored pencils to
fill a sketchbook with nature and scenery
subjects. Registration required. $75 fee for
all three classes, payable to the instructor at
the first class.

Wednesday, March 19, from 5 to 7 p.m.
The library’s celebration of Jane Austen
continues with a screening of Clueless
(1995). Set in a Beverly Hills high school, a
modern take, or loose adaptation, of the
1815 novel Emma. Alicia Silverstone and
Paul Rudd star.

UCC Parish House welcomes Gary Stein-
kohl on Thursday, March 13, at 11 a.m.
Gary will share what it’s like being a docent
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art where
he leads tours, engaging visitors to know
the art more intimately.

Cornwall Historical Society’s last call for
its “Objects and Stories” exhibit, opening
July 4 weekend. The CHS seeks a loan of
objects or artwork reflecting something re-
lated to the town'’s history, and is signifi-
cant for its association with people, events,

or places. Submissions due March 15 and
should include a photo of the object
and story behind it. Any questions,
please email Suzie Fateh at: curator@

cornwallhistoricalsociety.org.

Cornwall Conservation Trust

On Sunday, March 16, at 1 r.m., Terry
Burke, Will Berry, and Katherine Freygang
will lead a hike to the Cornwall Valley over-
look at the top of the Welles Preserve. Meet
at 43 Town Street entrance. Please check
CornwallConservationTrust.org for weath-
er and equipment updates.

The Cornwall Conservation Trust is as-
sembling a list of people who would like to
participate in pop-up hikes, hikes that are
spontaneous, weather-wise, and outside
publishing deadlines. To be on the list,

email CornwallConservationTrust@gmail.
com with the subject “Pop-up hikes.”

Cornwall Child Center’s annual fundrais-
er will be held Saturday, March 22 from 6 to
9 p.m. at The White Hart (see in-
sert). There will be food, drinks,
~dancing, and a silent auction to
raise critical funds for the center.

4 ” Please visit cornwallchildcenter.org to

purchase tickets or help sponsor the event.

- ©4. UCC Faith Formation Committee will

N

e . & host a South of the Border take-out

dinner to benefit the Church School
giving projects. Pre-order only, pick up
at UCC Parish House, April 5, 5 to 7 p.m.
Orders due March 29. Main dish choice of
rice and beans or Mexican Picadillo (beef)
with two sides, cornbread, and dessert.
$15 per serving. To order, call 860-672-

6840 or email office@uccincornwall.org.
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THE WHITE HART INN
Q 15 Under Mountain Rd, Salisbury, CT
__________________________________________ 3:(

Join us for an evening of dinner, drinks & dancing
* in support of The Comwall Child Center

MORE INFORMATION

AT 6:00PM
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