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The Cornwall
Child Center at 50

I still remember the feeling of

mixed longing and curiosity I felt,
age 7, watching my younger siblings walk
over to the Cornwall Child Center every
day. I wanted to go too!

Sometimes I got to visit, and there was a
playground, and boxes of toys, and a piano.
Heaven.

I asked my sister if she had any memo-
ries of the child center. “Well,” she said,
“there was that one time with the sheep...”
The sheep? Well, yes. In last year’s fund-
raiser for the child center, a silent auction,
she bid on (and won) a sheep that Sam Wa-
terston had donated. When I clarified that I
meant memories of attending the child cen-
ter, she waxed nostalgic about how she met
Elyse Piker there, age 4, and how theyre
still best friends, 40 years later.

From the child’s perspective, that’s
what the child center is like; good friends and
good adventures. From an adult’s perspec-
tive, it’s a little more prosaic, but no less spe-
cial. CCC board member Betsy Peterson not-
ed, “The child center is what allowed us to
move here as full-time working parents
without a local support network.”

The CCC is non-profit and accredited,
and kids in its care, who range from 3
months to 5 years, benefit from a nurturing
and educational environment. Betsy de-

scribed how she gets photos of her son
outside in all seasons: sledding, or play-
ing in the mud, or crashing into piles of
leaves. “The way the kids are one with na-
ture at the child center is really special,”
she told me.

If you don’t have kids, you may not be
aware of just how important the child cen-
ter is, not just to kids and parents but also
to Cornwall. “It is an essential resource for
working families and the long-term health
of our town,” said Eiseley Kotchoubey,
president of the board. “We are support-
ing early childhood development and
strengthening our community now and
into the future.”

The future of Cornwall. Now that’s a
cause we can all get behind. To show your
support, please consider sponsoring or at-
tending the CCC Spring Fling on March 21,
which will mark the center’s 50th year in
operation. While we can’t guarantee a
sheep, there will be a silent auction this
year, too. —Maja Gray

Always Be Prepared

We are fortunate to live in a small town
where the emergency management, social
services, departments, highway crew, and
town office personnel all work together as a
team for our safety and storm preparations.

Jane Hall, the selectmen’s

assistant, and Will Russ,

Cornwall’s fire chief, outlined the

various paths of communication, includ-
ing the town newsletter, to keep resi-
dents informed of current events and storm
preparations. The town office keeps a list of
approximately 40 individuals who are el-
derly, disabled, or living in hard-to-reach
areas and contacts them before, during, and
after storms.

Over at the highway department garage
and office, the guys gave an overview of
winter so far. And if you think those trucks
look big on the road, you should see the
two 10-foot 2-inch-high trucks in the 10-
foot 4-inch-high garage! I asked Jim Van-
icky, road foreman, 38 years on the crew,
Jack Malahan, 43 years, and Ted Cheney, 5
years, how the trucks and plow equipment
have changed over their years. They noted
the trucks are larger and higher with more
visibility, and that all parts are galvanized
steel to help resist salt erosion on the frame.
During the January nor’easter, they brought
out the Walter Snow Fighter, which has
100% traction and a side plow to push the
snowbanks back. The crew said it could
likely climb trees.

Another change over time is the plow-
ing equipment and the style of sanding.
From tailgate spreaders to today’s all-season
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(continued from page 1) the seniors who attended the Community .
Breakfasts and Lunches ate processed fro- Goodbye to a Friend

bodies with a jet sand spinner underneath  zen dinners or cereal for dinner. Jen noted, Irving Robbins
the trucks, this equipment allows today’s “Michelle and I saw a problem in our town .
trucks to back up without the need for tire and knew we had the ability to solve Congratulatlons
chains. it” Working with the Cornwall Robert Friedman and Regina Olson

Jim Vanicky stated that the recent bliz- Foundation and the Cornwall As-
zard was an easy storm as there was sociation, HM2G was conceived Welcome
no wind drifting large mounds into with the simple goal of helping Everly Sage Trees

the roads, no ice, and, gratefully,
people stayed off the roads,
making it easier for them to

work. This storm in January

was more like those in the

past. Weather patterns have
changed, with more ice

storms now. They recalled a truck

that was buried under snow in 1988
on Fox Road, which required detach-
ing the snowplow and then using a
payloader to pull the truck out as they
worked all night.

The crew talked about road safety and
salt use. Because the trucks are now bigger
at 11-feet wide on 18-feet-wide roads, this
can create unsafe conditions for travelers
and the road crew due to today’s faster
drivers who chance too close to the plow
trucks and impatiently pass them.

There also have developed expectations
that town roads should look like the state
roads and be clear of snow. State road salt
causes runoff that damages plants, harms
aquatic life, corrodes vehicles and infra-
structure, and may pollute private wells.
Notably, Cornwall is among the limited
number of towns that utilizes both salt and
sand. Sand provides better traction on our
hills. Typically, ice storms require increased
salt usage; however, in the January storm,
less salt was necessary because tempera-
tures dropped to zero. Jim noted that there
is currently a salt shortage in northwest
Connecticut. However, our usage is mini-
mal, so we are sufficiently supplied for the
winter season. In addition, beginning Janu-
ary 15, the sun angle changes and creates
more melting, which will only increase as
we head toward spring! — Pat Bramley

Volunteerism at its Best

It seems appropriate in this year of celebra-
tion to highlight the people who volunteer
to serve in our civic organizations. Mi-
chelle Shipp and Jen Markow are two
such people here in Cornwall. They are
active in a number of town organiza-
tions—both serve on the Park and Recre-
ation Commission; Jen is on the Cornwall
Agricultural Advisory Commission; and
Michelle is a member of the Cornwall Asso-
ciation, serves as an alternate on the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission, and helps
run Produce to the People.

In October 2024, they
launched a new pro-
gram, Homemade
Meals to Go (HM2G),
after they discov-
ered that many of

“the seniors in town [by pro-
viding] homemade food that is
delicious and nutritious.” The
program is open to all Corn-
wall residents over 60. “If
you are over 60,” says Mi-
chelle, no matter the needs,
“you qualify.”

With a $5,500 grant from
the Cornwall Foundation and
permits from Torrington Area

Health District in hand, the

program launched in October

2024 with 35 orders. Each or-
der consists of three entrees and six side
dishes, all for $15. In just the second month,
they had 55 orders, proving to them that
there was a need, but the increased demand
was more than Michelle and Jen felt they
could handle by themselves. “We were
working 16 hours for three long days,” says
Michelle, “and the orders were pouring in.”
They adapted the program to fit their
schedules and to accommodate available
equipment, and in the first year of opera-
tion—from October 2024 to November
2025—the program had eight cycles, aver-
aging just over 35 orders per cycle.

Each cycle is four weeks long and be-
gins with solidifying a menu plan. New
menu items are submitted for TAHD ap-
proval. The pair contacts the UCC for avail-
ability of the Parish House kitchen, the only
publicly available certified one in town.
Three weeks out, they create the menu and
order form, update the Cornwall Associa-
tion website, and schedule additional vol-
unteers. Two weeks before involves taking
orders by phone or paper. The final week
entails a grocery list, three to four hours of
shopping and three 12-hour days of cook-
ing, followed by bagging, labeling, and
freezing each order. On distribution day
there is a specific time posted for picking
up orders. The last thing is to reconcile the
financials and update the database.

Michelle notes, “Each round it is fun to
have some new people try the program and
we definitely love our devoted clients who
order every time.” Jen concurs, “Home-
made Meals 2 Go is such a great program
and it makes both of us so happy to see
such thankful people who receive these

meals.” Regular volunteers
include Sue Williamson,
Michele Paladino, Casey
Cook, and Dave Cadwell,
who help in the kitchen;
Maggie Cooley, Pam Weltz-
ien, and Dave Cadwell who
deliver meals, and Chris
Mullins who does anything

to Derek and Millie Trees

Land Transfers

Cheryl Thibault to Robert Burke and Lisa
Hornberger, land with appurtenances thereon
belonging at 15 Johnson Road for $100,000

Barton and Deborah Jones to Pascal and
Annabel Noth, land with all building improve-
ments thereon standing all appurtenances at 12

and 11 Popple Swamp Road for $2,377,000

that needs doing.

Funding consists of fees and donations.
Thanks to the hours these two volunteers
(and others) devote, HM2G is able to oper-
ate close to what it brings in from paying
clients. One hundred percent of the dona-
tions are put to the program to fund free
orders for Cornwall Food Pantry clients,
buy new equipment and supplies as need-
ed, and increase purchases of more local
ingredients.

As for the future, Michelle notes, “We
would thrive in our own kitchen. The UCC
is a fantastic partner and...we are grateful to
be able to use the space [but] having our
own kitchen would mean that we could
cook over more days.” In addition, it would
allow HM2G to expand even further to
serve the needs of the community.

Kudos to Michelle and Jen for their ini-
tiative, time, and efforts, especially in light
of their other volunteer commitments. Vol-
unteerism at its best. — Walker R. Zeiser

Budgeting for the Birds

While we wait for spring, the best show of
winter continues —the birds. Seed and suet,
carefully timed and deployed to avoid the
attention of bears, bring in a cast of charac-
ters whose color, movement, and dramas
enliven the drabbest day. Many are person-
able “regulars” like chickadees, nuthatches,
titmice, white-throated sparrows, and jun-
cos, plus a variety of handsome woodpeck-
ers, gangs of blue jays, and gorgeous cardi-
nals.

Watching them makes you wonder.
When snow is a foot deep and the wind
chill hits minus 25 degrees, you'd expect a
bird as small as a chickadee to be a popsicle
in minutes. Yet there they are, alive and
alert. How? They have several strategies:
growing extra feathers for winter and fluff-
ing out their plumage for maximum insula-
tion, huddling in cavities with other chicka-
dees, and saving energy at night by cooling
down into a torpid state. Like other winter
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resident birds, they also constantly shiver,
which requires that they constantly refuel
by eating. Interestingly, they take turns at a
feeder instead of squabbling; sparring
probably costs energy they can’t spare on
their extremely tight energy budgets. By
the way, we can help those budgets even if
we don’t provide extra calories with bird
feeders. Providing thermal cover, such as
dense conifers, brush piles, or bird boxes
can really make a difference.

Tough as our birds are, some birds far-
ther north have it tougher. Evening gros-
beaks, red crossbills, white-winged cross-
bills and redpolls, purple finches, and pine
siskins ordinarily rely on the seeds of coni-
fers or other trees in the boreal forest of
Canada. The seed crops are highly variable,
so the birds travel as needed to find food.
Every few years, there’s an “irruption” of
these wanderers into the U.S. in search of
winter sustenance.

A major irruption was predicted for this
winter. Summer insects were abundant for
birds raising young in Canada, but seed
production for winter food was dismal. By
late fall, a wave of “winter finches,” as they
are collectively called, were reported to be
headed southward. As winter deepened,
we put feeders out in our yard and watched
for the northerners, anticipating brilliant
yellow evening grosbeaks and red-and-
black crossbills arriving for sunflower
seeds, redpolls and purple finches foraging
among the sparrows, and siskins joining
goldfinches at thistle feeders.

So where are they? The purple finches
dropped in on us, but not the rest of the
party. Crossbills and evening grosbeaks
were reported recently in Great Mountain
Forest, where the elevation supports more
northern type woods, and at least a hand-
ful of evening grosbeaks visited Town
Street. Possibly I haven’t polled enough
local birders, or possibly Cornwall is just
a tad farther south than most of the boreal
birds needed to go. Luckily there were
other spectacles in our yards: even more
blue jays than usual (maybe some Cana-
dians?), Cooper’'s hawks and sharp-
shinned hawks, and a whopping number
of juncos, a.k.a. snowbirds. Dozens of
these dark-gray and white sparrows are
sheltering under my brush piles and cov-
ering the snow with a filigree of tracks.
Art Gingert in West Cornwall has ob-
served up to 80 at a time. Why so many,
and where from?

To answer questions like that, bird sci-
entists want our intel. We can report what
we see in the eBird app or enlist in proj-
ects like the Great Backyard Bird Count
and Project Feeder Watch. Besides that,
we can help birds by grow-
ing native plants that pro-
vide winter seed and fruit,
reducing pesticide use, and
making windows bird-safe.

We can do our bit to keep
this show going!
—Eileen Fielding

Letters to the Chronicle

GRATEFUL FOR THE KINDNESS

Thank you to the very kind person that
found $40 outside of Iron Bank in Cornwall and
turned it in to the bank. On January 30, I went
to Iron Bank and had $40 in my pocket and it
must have come out when I took my keys out. I
went from the bank to the West Corn-
wall Post Office where I realized the
money was gone. So, I chanced it
and drove back to the bank and
my money had been returned. 1
was so happy and felt very lucky
to get it back. I lost it in the right
place and am so thankful. A testa-
ment to the kind of town Cornwall
is, and the kind of person you are.
Thank you again for your kindness.

—Marie Bate

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11

For many years, eighth-grade students at
Cornwall Consolidated School have been creat-
ing short documentary films through the Civic
Life Project, working closely with their teacher,
Will Vincent. Founded by former Cornwall res-

idents Catherine Tatge and Dominique Lasseur,

the project at CCS is supported by the CCS

Fund for Excellence, a fund of the Berkshire
Taconic Community Foundation.

This year, students would like to invite

members of the Cornwall community to take

part in a special project marking the

25th anniversary of the September 11,

2001, attacks. Students are creating

a short documentary that gathers

personal memories and reflections

from those who experienced that day.

Community members are warm-

ly invited to participate by sharing

their recollections in a brief interview,

or in any way that feels comfortable

and appropriate. By sharing these mem-

ories, you will help students better understand

the lasting impact of September 11 and ensure

that Cornwall’s voices and perspectives are

preserved for future generations. If you are

interested in participating or would like

more information, please contact dlasseur@

civiclifeproject.org.

— Catherine Tatge and Dominique Lasseur

Briefs

* Wastewater Update. The selectmen have
signed an option agreement with Focus
LLC for land to be used for the West Corn-
wall septic. The agreement still requires
P&Z and town approval. Details available
at town hall.
* To Spray or Not to Spray. The town has
received a proposal from Housatonic Rail-
road for herbicide spraying along the tracks.
A citizen group has urged it be rejected as
inadequate. For a full discussion, see video of
the February 17 selectmen’s meeting.
* Budget Increases. The yearly budget pro-
posal being submitted to the Board of Fi-
nance is a 5.5% increase from this year due
to budgetary pressure from health insur-
ance and organizational demands as well
as $20k for a new municipal website man-
dated by the state.
* Robin Starr Day. Thanks to a research
project by CCS seventh-graders, February 8
is now Robin Starr Day, honoring the Corn-
wall Revolutionary War veteran and for-
merly enslaved man. The students will
present their research on Memorial Day.
* Location, Location, Location. Cornwall
will be featured in two upcoming docu-
mentaries, one concerning Ethan Allen,
produced by Vermont Public Broadcasting,
and one about the Foreign Mission School.
* Give Us Your Best Guess. The wisdom
is, cold weather like we’ve experienced this
winter is ideal for maple production. So, all
maplers, don your guessing hats and
email us your best estimate of how much
you’ll collect this spring at
info@cornwallchronicle.org.
We'll publish guesses and fi-
nal tallies later in the spring.
—The Editors

Events & Announcements

Freedom of Information (FOI) training
session will be held on March 3 at 6 r.m. at
the Cornwall Library. To register for the
training session contact Jane Hall at 672-

4959 or assistant@cornwallct.gov.

The Little Guild for the Welfare of Animals
will host a public open house on March 7
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m,, celebrating the opening
of its new animal shelter at 285 Sharon-
Goshen Turnpike in West Cornwall.

At the Cornwall Library

Storybook Hour with Rita Delgado.
Thursdays from 10:30 A.M. to noon, and Sat-
urday, March 7, from 10:30 a.M. to noon.
Jump into a magical book-filled interactive
reading time with Miss Rita.

Lego Club. Friday, March 13, from 5 to 6
.M. Calling all builders! Join us in the com-
munity room for a monthly LEGO club
meeting. We will work on a theme-related
project together and then spend time
free-building. Registration required, ages 5
and up.

Paint Spring in Gouache and Watercol-
ors with Collette Hurst. Saturdays: March
14, 21, and 28, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. $75 for
all three sessions, payable to the instructor.
Registration is required.

Conversation with Letty Pogrebin.
March 14 at 4 p.m. Pogrebin is a prominent
American author, journalist, activist, lectur-
er, and a founding editor of Ms. magazine.
Anne Kreamer will interview Pogrebin.
She is an American journalist and author
who specializes in business, work/life bal-
ance, culture, and women'’s issues. Regis-
tration required.

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

Digital Safety for Seniors, March 18 at
12:30 p.m. Workshop by Linda Liano of
Project Sage. Interactive, 90-minute work-
shop tailored specifically for adults age 55+,
will begin by outlining some of the threats
people face in today’s digital world and put
together a plan of action for responding to
whatever may come, from phishing scams
to cyber harassment. Registration is re-
quired.

James Traub will discuss his book, The
Cradle of Citizenship on March 28 at 4 r.m.
Traub is an American journalist and con-
tributing writer for the New York Times
Magazine where he has worked since 1998.
His book is described as “a devastating cri-
tique of our failure to prepare students for
citizenship—and a roadmap to a better
way.” Registration required.

To register for library events, go to
cornwalllibrary.org or call 672-6874.

Art in Cornwall

Art Opening at Cornwall Library: Land-
scapes by Don Bracken. March 7 at 4 p.m.
Bracken is a process-oriented artist
whose work evolves from the dis-
covery of natural materials,
which are then synthesized and
formalized in the studio. Brack-
en’s award-winning work is
held in numerous American and
international collections. His
work will remain on display un-
til April 25. Registration for the open-
ing reception is requested

The Republican Town Committee will
meet on March 9 at 7 p.m. at the Cornwall
Library.

Park and Recreation
Senior Lunch on March 10, UCC Parish
House at noon. MUST RSVP by March 7.
Senior Community Social Hour on

Money Pitch

Money March comes in like a lion and goes
out like a lamb; help our local paper flour-
ish across the land. Support the Cornwall
Chronicle: PO Box 6, West Cornwall 06796.
March is a great month to consider contrib-
uting your writing and editing skills to the
Chronicle. It's the only month that has a day
that’s also a sentence: March 4th! Send

your submissions to cornwallchronicle.org/

chronicle-submission or email us at info@
cornwallchronicle.org.

March 18 from 2 to 3 r.m. Just drop by UCC
Parish House for snacks and drinks with
friends.

Pickleball at Cornwall Consolidated

School on March 19 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Adults 18+. Three courts—nets,
balls, and paddles provided.
Note: No pickleball on holi-
days, school cancellations, or
early closings. No pickleball
April 16.

Free after-school bracelet
making at town hall on March
20 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Grades
2 to 6. Limited space.

Senior Breakfast at UCC Par-
ish House on March 24 at 9 am.

Must RSVP by March 21.

Easter Egg Hunt for ages 1 to 14 will
be held at Foote Field on March 29 from 1
to 2 p.m. Hunt starts promptly at 1 p.m.
Bring your own basket. Visiting with the
Easter bunny and crafting will round out
the hour.

Calling all local musicians for a possible
Friday night summer Cornwall concert se-
ries. If interested, email Bethaney.

To sign up for activities, go to

park.recreation@cornwallct.gov or

text/phone Bethaney Mastrocola
at 860-419-5337.

The Cornwall Child Center’s an-
nual Spring Fling Fundraiser will
take place on March 21 from 6 to 10

p.M. at the White Hart Inn in Salis-
bury. (See insert.)

Cornwall Community Sing-A-Long host-
ed by Cornwall Association will be held on
March 22 from 3 to 4:30 r.m.at UCC Parish
House. (See insert.)

Cornwall Conservation Trust

There will be a hike on the Foote-Pope
and Furnace Brook Preserve Trail on Satur-
day, March 14, at 10 a.m. Thisis a .5 plus .75
easy circuit through open fields and wood-
ed terrain that opens onto Furnace Brook
and Cornwall Village. Meet at the entrance
at the bottom of Pierce Lane. Led by CCT
stewards.

Please register for hiking e-blasts at
CornwallConservationTrust.org.

Also see our new trail map on the web-
site for other hiking opportunities. We now
have benches to enjoy the views.

The assessor’s office for the town of Corn-
wall is accepting applications for the Elder-
ly and Totally Disabled Homeowners pro-
gram. Applicants must be 65 or 100%

disabled and a homeowner in the town of
Cornwall. The income limit for this pro-
gram is $46,300 for singles and $56,500 for
married. The filing period is February 1 to
May 15, 2026. Please contact the
assessor’s office for an applica-

tion.

Need aride to/from your doc-

tor or a medical appointment

and are over 60 or have a dis-

ability? Call Patty at 860-864-7027,

Monday to Friday from 8 a.m to

4:30 p.M. for more information and
to arrange a ride. (See insert.)

Cornwall Woman’s Society educa-
tional awards are available to high school
seniors graduating this year who have lived
fulltime in Cornwall. Applications, due
May 15, are available at forms.office.

com/t/Iwrz8]CZVU, or by email: cbthibault@
gmail.com.
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MUSIC, DINNER,
DRINKS, RAFFLES,
SILENT AUCTION

' SALISBURY, CT

WITH DJ SAM JONES
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SPRING FLING
DINNER & DANCING

to support The Cornwall Child Center

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Tickets $100/Person
inc. buffet dinner, open bar
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Dial-a-Ri de

If you are a senior over 60, or if you are any age
Q but have a disability, you can get a door-to-door ride
/
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to your doctor or a diagnostic facility.

Call Patty to arrange a ride
(860) 824-7067
Monday-Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm
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Patty administers two different programs with different
funding sources and will help schedule you if you give her 48
hours’ notice to coordinate riders and drivers. All
transportation is by wheelchair vans.

Geer Dial-a-Ride: Goshen-Cornwall Bus:

« Serves Region 1towns * Will transport only

 Will go across the within CT
NY state border for  Provides rides for medical
medical appointments appointments and shopping

The Town of Cornwall contributes $9,500 annually to the Cornwall-Goshen bus.
Your tax dollars are at work for you, SO USE THIS SERVICE!
Information current as of February 2026.

Sponsored by the Community Connections Group.



