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 Deadline:
June Chronicle Copy

 Deadline: 
Applications for Elderly 
and Totally Disabled tax 

relief program
 Town Budget Meeting 

7 pm CCS

 Deadline for Cornwall 
Conservation Trust 

Student Grants

 Author Talk: 
Peter Vermilyea

“Litchfield County in the 
American Revolution” 

5–6 pm Library

 The Garden Worlds of 
Josephine Nuese 
and Dody Prentice 

1–2:30 pm

 Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission 

Meeting 
7:30 pm Town Hall

 Region One Referendum 
Noon–8 pm Town Hall

 Inlands Wetland Agency 
7 pm Hybrid

   Board of Selectmen 
        7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Board of Education 
Meeting 4 pm CCS

 Board of Finance Meeting 
7 pm Hybrid

 Bird Walk 7 am
 WC Farm Market

10 am–1 pm Wish House 
 Little Guild Open House 

11 am–2 pm 
 Opening Reception: Erica 

Child Prud’homme 
“A Dialogue with Nature” 

6–8 pm Library

 Guided Meditation Hike
10 am–Noon 

Trinity Forest Preserve
 Democratic Town 
Committee Meeting 

4–5 pm Library

 Waste Water 
Management Project 

Meeting 
5 pm Hybrid/Library
 Planning & Zoning 

Meeting 
7 pm Hybrid/Library

 Community/Senior Lunch 
Noon–1 pm

UCC Parish House

 Cornwall Woman’s 
Society Meeting 
10:30 am–Noon 

UCC Parish House

 Cornwall Co-Op Farm 
Market 9 am–12:30 pm

 West Cornwall 
Farm Market

10 am–1 pm Wish House 

 Gardener’s Adventure: 
Spring Forest Bathing with 

Sandrine Harris 
11 am–12:30 pm

 Affordable Housing 
Commission Meeting 
5 pm Hybrid/Library
 Park and Recreation 

Meeting 
6:30 pm Hybrid/Library

   Board of Selectmen 
        7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Senior Community 
Social Hour 

2–3 pm 
UCC Parish House

 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting 

9–10 am Hybdrid

 Co-Op Farm Market 
9 am–12:30 pm  WC 

Farm Market 10 am–1 pm 
Wish House  Book Sale 

10 am–2 pm Library  
Garden Club Plant Sale 

11 am–1:30 pm Pink House 
 Pattison Reception 
3–6 pm Souterrain 

Gallery  Cornwall in the 
Rev. Reception 4–6 pm 

Historical Society
 Memorial Day 

Weekend Book Sale 
11 am–2 pm Library
 Jazz Pianist Silvano 

Monasterios in Concert 
3–5 pm Town Hall

 Memorial Day 
Events 9 am–2 pm

 Cornwall Garden Club 
Memorial Day Float 

Decoration 
9:30–10:30 am
 Memorial Day 

Weekend Book Sale 
10 am–2 pm Library

 ZBA* 
7 pm Hybrid

 Economic Development 
Committee Meeting 

7:30 pm Hybrid

 Community/Senior 
Breakfast 9–10 am 
UCC Parish House

 LEGO Club 
5–6 pm Library

 Yard Goats Game 
7:10 pm

 Cornwall Co-Op Farm 
Market 9 am–12:30 pm

 West Cornwall 
Farm Market

10 am–1 pm Wish House 

Budget, 
Mill Rate, and 

Taxes Rise
What goes up and never comes down? The tra-
ditional answer to this corny riddle: your age. 
The more relevant answer around here this 
time of year: the town budget and your taxes.
	 The Board of Finance has proposed a 
budget for July 1, 2026, through June 30, 
2027, of $8,924,433 that is $507,419 (+6.03%) 
higher than this year’s.
	 The proposal includes increases in the 
budgets of the Board of Education, $193,346 
(+6.41%); Region 1, $163,895 (+8.18%); 
Board of Selectmen, $118,763 (+4.72%); and 
capital fund transfers, $35,000 (+4.83%); off-
set by a slight reduction in debt service, 
$3,585 (2.28%).
	 The big story here is that we continue to 
deal with stubborn inflationary pressures. 
“And we need to continue to grow the grand 
list and our tax base to support these higher 
costs through both residential and commer-
cial building,” First Selectman Gordon 
Ridgway said. Ridgway pointed to the 
growth of 1.48% in the grand list this past 
year as “a sign of a healthy community.”
	 The Board of Education’s proposed 
budget increase of 6.41% is largely driven 
by contractual salary and benefit raises, in-
cluding jumps in health premiums of 11%. 
The board has also proposed the addition 

of a full-time counselor.
	 Leanne Maguire, principal of CCS, is 
thankful for the support of the town. “We try 
hard to be fiscally responsible, but 97% of our 
costs are not negotiable in order to operate 
the school; we have to manage mandated sal-
ary increases and large jumps in insurance 
premiums,” she said.
	 The Region 1 proposed increases of 
over 8% include a 13.5% spike in health in-
surance premiums. Region 1 is in the sec-
ond year of a three-year teacher contract 
with 4.4% raises each year.
	 The Board of Selectmen’s proposed in-
crease of 4.72% is driven mostly by higher 
salaries, benefits, and health insurance costs. 
Contributions to capital projects are expected 
to increase $35,000, or 4.83% to $760,000.  
	 A small reduction in debt service of $3,585 
(-2.28%) is a result of the cost for the bridge pro-
gram financing coming down slightly.
	 The Board of Finance proposes to balance 
the town budget by raising the mill rate 
4.14% to 16.62 from the current 15.96. Offset-
ting the increases is an additional $80,537 
(+11.81%) in the federal, state, and local grant 
line and the transfer of $225,000 from the 
UGF, also known as the “rainy day fund.” 
This is the same as last year’s transfer, leav-
ing the town with just under 3.5 months of 
operating expenses in reserve, only one 
month more than the Government Finance 

Officers Association rec-
ommends.
	 An in-person budget 
hearing was held April 
17 at 7:30 p.m. at town hall, 
which was sparsely attended, and no ques-
tions or comments were received. At the next 
regular Board of Finance meeting, Thursday, 
May 7, at 7 p.m., the board will take into con-
sideration any comments received from the 
public, vote to finalize the budget and sub-
mit it to the town for approval. A formal 
in-person town meeting is scheduled for 
May 15 at 7:30 p.m. at CCS. Following ap-
proval by voters present, the board will 
quickly assemble for a special meeting to for-
mally set the mill rate, and the budget will go 
into effect beginning July 1. 	       —Bob Meyers

Sowing Resilience 
in our Green Hills

Growing up in a farming family in the Mid-
west in the 1960s, I remember the time of op-
timism. New conservation techniques born 
out of the Dust Bowl-era brought about the 
Green Revolution, and with it, the belief and 
the drive that U.S. agriculture could feed the 
world. This came at a cost—soil erosion, ni-
trate runoff, and the devastation of insect, 
bird, and bee populations due to chemical 
usage. Today there is a different kind of rev-
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(continued from page 1) Goodbye to Friends
Myron Hofer

Huntington “Hunt” Williams

Land Transfers
Linda Turow to Donald B Polk II, land with 
appurtenances thereon belonging at 21 Hall 

Road for $201,000.

Ben and Ali Lesch to Michael Clemens and 
William McPherson, land with all appurtenanc-

es at 9 Jewell Street for $870,000

olution: regenerative agriculture. This ap-
proach uses a variety of different methods 
including reduced tillage, cover crops, preci-
sion farming, buffer strips, and integrated 
crop-livestock systems to restore environ-
mental inputs. I was curious to see initiatives 
in our area, so I visited with several Cornwall 
farmers to find out what new methods are 
being implemented.
	 The mother-daughter duo, Samantha and 
Nikola Lendl, acquired Cobble Hill Farm in 
2023. The farm dates back to 1864, but in 2024 
the Lendls introduced regenerative agricul-
ture. They don’t seed the fields, feed grain, or 
utilize chemicals. While they initially pur-
chased chickens, then cattle, they plan to 
slowly introduce additional types of live-
stock. Currently a rational grazing system is 
utilized by first pasturing cattle in a field un-
til the grass is fully grazed. Once the cattle 
are moved to a second field, chickens are in-
troduced to churn up the soil for three days 
to encourage an increase in larvae, which fa-
cilitates new grass growth. This cycle allows 
for the fields to naturally regenerate and pro-
tects the integrity of the soil. In other fields 
they grow hay for winter feeding.
	 New to farming, Nikola credits many in 
the community who have helped them 
with the learning curve. Currently Cobble 
Hill Farm sells eggs to the public. Their 
long-term goals include naturally expand-
ing the herd to eventually sell beef and ac-
quiring additional sheep to sell wool.
	 If anyone is looking to plant white oak 
trees, we have a local source. Charles (Duke) 
Besozzi owns New England Naval Timber, 
which mills timber for use in shipbuilding. 
The specifications for shipbuilding require 
large white oaks. Duke 
uses about 150 trees a 
year, and although he 
sources some from our 
region, currently he is 
sourcing many from 
Virginia and Mary-
land. Unfortunately, 
white oak trees have 
been devastated by 
spongy moth disease and 
drought over the last two 
years, and though Duke is able 
to utilize trees that were felled by disease, he 
also needs to source living oaks.
	 To replenish the white oak supply, Duke 
has begun propagating new trees using an 
entirely natural process. It’s likely you’ve 
seen his sign “Wood Chips Needed” on 
Route 4. Duke collects acorns from a variety 
of trees in the area, including ancient trees in 
Hartford, around Lake Wononscopomuc in 
Lakeville (white oak trees at the Grove were 
tended hundreds of years ago by local First 
Nations people who used white oak acorns 
for flour), and our own village pond. Last 
year he gathered over 20,000 acorns! He cul-
tivates the acorns in those wood chips using 
an intricate system he devised to protect the 
acorns from rodents. If you’re looking to 

plant some white oak, Duke should be your 
source!
	 Coltsfoot Cottage Farm is in its sixth sea-
son under the industrious efforts of Jed and 
Angus Gracey. In 2026 they are focusing on 
organic produce, which they sell at their 
stand in the village and at the village farm-
ers’ market. Sales at the farmstand have been 
growing significantly. Their closed system is 
regenerative in utilizing their own compost, 
matured in a three-year cycle, and employ-
ing small-scale crop rotation and meticulous 
manual tilling.
	 These are just a few examples of efforts 
made by our community farmers. Seeing 
these changes in our small corner of the 
world reminded me that we are moving 
away from the “mining” mentality—where 
we simply extract value from the earth—to-
wards a “stewardship” mentality. It’s slow 
healing. And it is a challenging undertak-
ing for those farmers who launch these new 
approaches. We are so lucky to live in a 
community that supports such steward-
ship initiatives!		       —Robin Gray

A Homegrown Revolution
Just in time for the 250th anniversary of our 
nation’s independence, Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School instructor and histori-
an Peter Vermilyea has written Litchfield 
County in the American Revolution, an accessi-
ble, colorful history of our region during 
the Revolutionary War. On April 25 the 
Cornwall Historical Society sponsored a 
potluck supper and author talk about his 
new book. This was the last of three group 
reads meant to provide background for 
Cornwall’s celebration of America’s 250th 
anniversary and the historical society’s ex-
hibition “War Stories: Cornwall in the Rev-

olution” that will open 
Memorial Day weekend.

        Wartime Litchfield Coun-
ty, as portrayed by Vermilyea, 
was more important for the 
soldiers, logistical assis-
tance, and moral support it 
provided the independence 

movement than as battle-
ground. Early on, Cornwall 

boasted its own liberty pole, and it 
helped spawn the military careers of 

Ethan and Ira and other Allens who, along 
with Vermont’s Green Mountain Boys, took 
the initiative in capturing Fort Ticonderoga 
from the British in May of 1775. This was 
only a few weeks after the Battle of Lexing-
ton and Concord.
	 Cornwall’s Heman Swift, sometimes 
called “Washington’s colonel,” command-
ed the state’s Seventh Regiment, and helped 
execute Washington’s war strategy, serving 
in Valley Forge, Monmouth, and the Battle 
of Paulus Hook before supervising the 
troops keeping an eye on the British occu-
pation of New York City.
	 With the calamitous defeat of Gen. Bur-
goyne’s army at Saratoga in the fall of 1777, 
an entire army of some 6,000 British and Hes-

sian soldiers were at first marched to Boston 
before being rerouted on a 1,000-mile hike 
across Connecticut and points southwest all 
the way to Charlottesville, Virginia. Grouped 
into six divisions, some soldiers are said to 
have slept in Joshua Pierce’s barn in Corn-
wall. The 6,000 dwindled to 4,000 by the time 
they reached their southern target; a sizable 
portion had decided they liked the New 
World and stayed behind as settlers.
	 When not being used as “march-
through” country, Connecticut provided a 
convenient midway point for conferences 
between Count Rochambeau commanding 
the French fleet bottled up in Newport, 
Rhode Island, and the American forces up 
the Hudson and in New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania.
	 The highlight of Vermilyea’s book is 
probably the chapter describing the fate of 
the statue of George III that had been erect-
ed in 1770 at the Battery in New York City 
to commemorate the king’s repeal of the 
Stamp Acts. In an outpouring of enthusi-
asm occasioned by New York’s July 9, 1776, 
endorsement of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, an unruly crowd toppled the eques-
trian monument, at which point Litchfield’s 
Oliver Wolcott suggested transporting its 
segments from Manhattan to his home on 
South Street in Litchfield. Here the lead was 
melted down and transformed into over 
40,000 bullets to be used by the Americans 
against their colonizers.
	 Provisioning and arming the Continental 
Army was a critical task for the home front in 
Litchfield County. The nascent republic’s 
military was heavily dependent on the iron 
furnaces that dotted northern Connecticut 
producing cannons and other military hard-
ware, not to mention the many cartloads of 
grain, food, garments, and shoes contributed 
by farmers to feed and clothe American sol-
diers. Although no major clashes of the sev-
en-year revolutionary war took place in Con-
necticut, participation in the war effort was 
significant, including in Cornwall and neigh-
boring towns.	                 —Paul De Angelis

Forward to the Future
As we celebrate 250 years since the birth of 
our nation, we look back on our own history 
as a country. Cornwall Consolidated stu-
dents in Mr. Vincent’s Discovery Block 
mixed-grade group were asked to be more 
forward-looking and describe what life 
would be like 250 years from now, in 2276.
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	 All the students recognized that climate 
change could have a real impact. Julia re-
marked about the role that AI might have in 
causing global warming. Many noted the 
massive flooding that would change how 
much dry land was available. Ale de-
scribed “mountains turned into wa-
terfalls and ponds turned into 
oceans.” The students predicted 
the technological proliferation 
of energy or pollution-saving de-
vices. Structures might become 
more environmentally friendly, 
Maddie thought. Flying cars, 
sometimes bullet-proof, ap-
peared in a few essays. Time 
travel and jet packs for individu-
als were mentioned.
	 Aria suggested that con-
stant flooding would get peo-
ple to build houses miles up in 
the sky “with steel bars that are 
60 feet around, 15 feet on each 
side.” People on mountains 
could get rich, charging refugees 
to move there. And there might be new 
weather patterns and new technology to 
predict or change those patterns.
	 The students had definite ideas of how 
our earthly fauna might change. Some saw 
new species appearing and some of our pres-
ent animals like polar bears being extinct. 
Conversely, it was predicted by several chil-
dren that ancient extinct species might be 
brought back, like wooly mammoths. This 
idea might have been influenced by learning 
about present day success to bring back dire 
wolves.
	 Due to scarcity, animals might become 
more dangerous and difficult to hunt, some-
one suggested. There might even be a rever-
sal with humans on the bottom of the food 
chain. Braelyn thought people would want 
to find which of the new animals were good 
to eat, since food would be scarcer.
	 Perhaps influenced by current events, the 
students saw international conflict as possi-
ble due to climate destruction of our coun-
tries and scarcity of needed resources. Ale 
described a dystopian future with nations 
battling for supremacy. He even suggested 
England would recolonize Australia. Nuking 
enemies, bunkers, barbed wire, giant pits or 
ditches, and protesting adults and children 
put in jail were part of his narrative.
	 Hailey imagined new universes like ours, 
but lacking people and animals. But she pre-
dicted that we would populate them with 
thousands of humans and animals. Aria 
thought people could have holograms of 
pets if the real thing was unaffordable.
	 As far as schools in the 23rd century, it 
was thought that robots “will give every kid 
their school work.” There would probably be 
better games with insane graphics, Julia sug-
gested. Braelyn wondered if there would be 
less socialization, which might make kids 
less confident, not having a trust-
ed person around to encourage 
responsible risks.
	 Some of us adults have trouble 

predicting what might happen next in our 
country. So it is refreshing that some children 
at CCS pondered and created such interest-
ing scenarios.	   	          —Ann Gold

Cornwall Briefs
• Town budget meeting on Fri-

day, May 15, at 7 p.m. at Corn-
wall Consolidated School. 
Come and ask questions 

about how the town will spend 
our money this year. Expenses like health 
insurance, garbage, and oil have increased, 

which will result in a proposed tax 
increase of about 5.5%.
• Wastewater update. A ten-year 
lease for the property which will be 
used for the West Cornwall septic 

has been signed with Eric Teitz. 
Monthly meetings will occur with the engi-
neers as they work through the design and 
permitting process. Engagement with DEEP 
has taken place and will continue as the proj-
ect progresses. A survey has indicated that 
there is broad interest in property owners 
hooking up free to the new system. Yearly 
service will be about $1,000. 
• Two new fire trucks. Thanks to the gener-
osity of people in town, close to half the mon-
ey for the vehicles has been provided with 
the remainder of the $1.2 million coming 
from town funds. A contract has been signed 
with Greenwoods Emergency Vehicles, who 
will oversee their construction, with custom 
apparatus for CVFD’s needs. Delivery in 
about 15 months.
• Employment opportunities: Now hiring 
for Hammond Beach lifeguards and water 
safety instructor. Apply online at HBeach@
cornwallct.gov or contact Jane Hall at 860-
689-6992. The town is also hiring a full-time 
highway department maintainer. Applica-
tions are available at the selectmen’s office.
• An Exceptional Memorial Day. Among 
other events, Cornwall Consolidated School 
seventh-graders will speak after the parade 
about their research on Robin Starr, an en-
slaved African man from Guinea who fought 
as a decorated soldier in the American Revo-
lution. They have already received a citation 
from the State of Connecticut for their unique 
historical work.
• The profile of Dermot Woods in last 
month’s issue of the Chronicle failed to men-
tion that he is the father of six, not two chil-
dren, and his company name, Woods De-
signs, LLC.		          —Ann Gold

Events & Announcements
At the Cornwall library
	 Author Talk: Peter Vermilyea, May 2, at 5 
p.m. This historian and HVRHS teacher will 
explore the American Revolution through 
the lives of Loyalists in Litchfield 
County. Tracing the 
stories of two well-

known figures alongside lesser-known, of-
ten-forgotten individuals, he reveals the per-
sonal dilemmas, divided loyalties, and 
local consequences of the Revolutionary 
War. Books will be for sale. Registration 
at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Music Mountain Event on Sunday, May 
24, at 3 p.m. at town hall, 26 Pine Street in 
partnership with the town hall and Cornwall 
Library. Music Mountain invites you to a 
concert with jazz pianist Silvano Monasteri-
os. $50 for adults, $25 for those 19 to 40 and 
student/teacher/veteran, free for those under 
19. Buy your tickets early. Doors open at 2:30 
p.m. Concert begins promptly at 3 p.m. Tick-
ets at this link: bit.ly/Cornwall-concert.
	 Book Sale on Memorial Day weekend 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 23, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 24, and 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Monday, May 25. The last 
day is fill-a-bag for $5.
	 Lego Club on Friday, May 29, from 5 to 6 
p.m. Monthly meeting works on theme-relat-
ed projects and then free building. We’ll pro-
vide the bricks, just bring your imagination! 
Registration required, ages 5 and up.
	 Save the date for Books & Blooms, June 
19 and 20.

Cornwall Garden Club
	 The Garden Worlds of Josephine Nuese 
and Dody Prentice on Sunday, May 3, from 1 
to 2:30 p.m. RSVP by April 29 to Cornwall Gar-
den Club: cornwallgardenclub1@gmail.com. 
	 All events are in Cornwall and address-
es provided after RSVP is confirmed.
	 Sunday, May 17, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Gar-
dener’s Adventure: Spring Forest Bathing with 
Sandrine Harris. RSVP by Friday May 8.
	 Saturday, May 23, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Third annual Native Plant Sale. Pink House 
Terrace, 34 Lower River Road.
	 Monday, May 25, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Cornwall Garden Club Memorial Day Float 
Decoration. RSVP by Sunday, May 24, 5 p.m.

A Referendum will be held at town hall, 24 
Pine Street, on Tuesday, May 5, from noon 
until 8 p.m., for the purpose of voting on the 
Region One school budget. Absentee bal-
lots available in the town clerk’s office.

West Cornwall farm market starts its 2026 
season on Saturday, May 9, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
with music by the Carol & Nick Duo. The 
market will continue through October on 
Saturdays. cornwallfarmmarket.org.

The 28th Annual Spring Bird Walk led by 
Art Gingert and Jean Bouteiller will take 

place on Saturday, May 9, from 7 
to about 9:30 or 10 a.m. Always 
possibly more of a “bird hike.” 
Limited to 10 participants, first-

time birders are welcome! Bring 
good binoculars, wear water-
proof boots, take precautions 
for black-legged ticks, and do 
not wear white. Rain date, Sun-

day, May 10. Call Art at 672-0077 
to register and for details.
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The Little Guild for the Welfare of Animals 
will host a public open house on Saturday, 
May 9, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., celebrating its 
new animal shelter at 285 Sharon-Goshen 
Turnpike in West Cornwall.

Art in Cornwall
	  Art opening at the Cornwall Library on 
May 9: “Erica Child Prud’homme: A Dia-
logue with Nature” (a memorial show). 
Opening reception from 6 to 8 p.m. The art 
includes paintings and works on paper span-
ning more than 30 years of her career, includ-
ing landscapes, seascapes, and still life, on 
display until June 20. Register for the open-
ing at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Saturday, May 23, from 3 to 6 p.m., join us 
at the Souterrain Gallery for the opening re-
ception of “Paints, Pens, Peaceful Things,” by 
Treasa Pattison. souterraingallery.net. 
	 The exhibit of Verne Henshall’s photo-
graphs, “Meandering: Mystery and Illu-
sion,” continues at the UCC Parish House 
until May 13. The show includes many pho-
tos taken from travels in Mexico, India, Mo-
rocco, Burma, Italy, and Paris. Monday to 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon, Sunday from 
10 a.m. to noon, and by appointment. For 
more info, verne@auroville.org, or call the 
church office at 672-6840.

Cornwall Conservation Trust will hold a 
Mother’s Day hike, including a guided 
meditation at Beaver Pond, down the Trin-
ity Preserve Trail on Sunday, May 10, at 10 
a.m. Meet at the entrance at top of Dibble 
Hill Road. Led by CCT Steward Mare Ru-
bin. This 1.25-mile walk through beau-
tiful forest culminates at an extraordi-
nary beaver pond. One steep slope, 
moderate overall hike. All ages and 
family members are invited. Please 
register for hiking e-blasts at Cornwall-
ConservationTrust.org. Also see our 
new trail map on the website for oth-
er hiking opportunities. We now 
have benches to enjoy views.

Park and Recreation
	 Wednesday, May 13, Se-
nior Lunch, UCC Parish 
House at 12 p.m. MUST 

RSVP by May 9 to park.recreation@cornwallct.
gov or call/text Bethaney Mastrocola at 860-
419-5337.
	 Wednesday, May 20, Senior Community 
Social Hour from 2 to 3 p.m. Just drop by 
UCC Parish House for snack and drinks with 
friends.
	 Wednesday, May 27, Senior Breakfast, 
UCC Parish House at 9 a.m. MUST RSVP by 
May 23.
	 Friday, May 29, Yard Goats Game at 
Dunkin’ Park, Hartford. Game time: 7:10 
p.m.—gates open: 5:30 p.m. Transportation is 
not provided.
	 Tickets purchased with PayPal are $21.19; 
cash or check $20. Ticket order deadline: 
May 14 (Limited # of tickets available).
	 **Reminder: Senior Lunch and Breakfast 
are now held on Wednesdays**

The Historical Society’s exhibit, “War Sto-
ries: Cornwall in the Revolution,” opens on 
Saturday, May 23, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a 
reception from 4 to 6 p.m. To join guest cu-
rator Steve Jaffee for a Sneak Preview Gal-
lery Talk on Friday, May 22, at 4 p.m., sign 
up at cornwallhistoricalsociety.org or 672-
0505. Two smaller exhibits feature the 
200-year-old North Cornwall Meeting 
House and the Cornwall Consolidated 
School seventh-graders’ research on the 
family of Robin (Robert) Starr. Exhibits 

also open on Sunday, May 24, and 
Monday, May 25, from 1 to 4 p.m. and 
continue through October 11 on Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sun-

days from 1 to 4 p.m. Paid docent 
needed for Saturday hours. curator@
cornwallhistoricalsociety.org.

The Cornwall Memorial Day Fes-
tivities: Monday, May 25, a com-
memorative service at the North 

Cornwall Cemetery will be led 
by Virginia Gold at 9 a.m. 
Flowers are requested to dec-
orate the graves. At 10 a.m. 

the Seaman’s Memorial will 
take place at the Covered 
Bridge. A parade, followed by 
a ceremony, will begin at 11 

a.m. at the town green. The carnival 
will be held after the ceremony on 

the grounds of the UCC. The town 
invites community members, groups, and 
organizations to take part in this meaning-
ful tradition, honoring those who have 
served, by marching, showcasing your or-
ganization, or contributing to the spirit of 
the day. To sign up or learn more, please 
contact Jane Hall in the selectmen’s office.

Beach passes are available for purchase in 
the selectmen’s office. Hammond Beach will 
tentatively be opening mid-June.

Household Hazardous Waste Day will be 
held on Saturday, June 20, at the Falls Village 
Public Works garage, 100 Railroad Street, 
Falls Village. Registration is required, online 
only this year. For help registering, please 
contact Jane Hall at 672-4959.

Grumbling Gryphons Theater annual the-
ater arts summer camp for children ages 6 
and up is from Monday, July 27, through Fri-
day, July 31, in West Cornwall, each day 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with a final perfor-
mance on Friday, July 31, in West Cornwall. 
For more information and to register, email 
grumblinggryphons@gmail.com.

Agricultural Fair Quilt Show: Scour your 
attic, bedroom, or sewing room. Planning an-
other show in the UCC during the Septem-
ber Ag Fair. We would love to show new 
quilts or old ones, family heirlooms, ones 
you made for babies, or those found in thrift 
stores. Contact Ann Gold at rcg16@yahoo.
com or 672-6077.

Nature’s Bounty
In May our thoughts naturally drift to 
birds, bees, butterflies, and budgets. The 
Chronicle budget is always in need of some 
pollination, at PO Box 6 in West Cornwall, 
06796, or on our website.



Opening Day of Farm Market 
May 16, 2026 

Every Saturday until October 17 
9:00–12:30  

On the Village Green 
     Across from the Town Hall 

 

Farm Market News 
 

The Co‐Op Farm Market is up and running this year and our farmers are busy seeding, growing produce, 
and making products for the community. We appreciate our customers’ support for local foods and look 

forward  to  seeing  you  this  Spring. We  are  looking  for  new  vendors  and  nonprofits  and 
welcome  you  with  the  offer  of  no  fees  for  the  first  six  weeks.  Contact  us  at 
cornwallcoopfm@gmail.com.  
  

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

                           

               

 

 

               

  
 

 
 

 
 

Ridgway Farm 

Our  reliable  vegetable  farm  is  back 

again  providing  fresh  produce! 

Ridgway Farm has magnificent greens, 

lettuces, kale, squashes, beets, beans, 

the best heirloom tomatoes, scamps, 

scallions,  strawberries,  cukes,  garlic, 

onions,  eggs,  maple  syrup,  Jayne's 

salad  dressings  and  pesto,  and  beef 

and pork.  

Maiden Cakes Bakery 

Another  family  operation  at  the 

market  is  Tamara  and  Don  and 

Donald.  Freshly  made  lemonade, 

scones,  cookies,  cupcakes,  popovers, 

cakes,  pies,  muffins,  and  breads.  In 

addition,  stop by  for  a hot breakfast 

sandwich on a flakey biscuit! 

Coltsfoot Cottage Farm 
Flower Arrangements! 

Angus Gracey and  family will be 
at the market this year! They will 
be selling lovely varieties of fresh 
cut flowers from their farm. And 
vegetables. 

Cornwall Bridge Coffee  

Offering steady year‐round blends to 

seasonal single origin beans, 

responsibly sourced and roasted in 

town! 

 

Guest 
Vendors 
Welcome 

All 
Summer! 



CORNWALL’S

MEMORIAL DAY

CARNIVAL

M O N D A Y ,  M A Y  2 5   
1 1 : 3 0  A M – 2 : 0 0  P M

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T  
I N  C O R N W A L L

 8  B O L T O N  H I L L  R O A D

F E A T U R I N G :  

F O O D  C O N C E S S I O N S

R O O T  B E E R  F L O A T S

C A K E  W A L K

G A M E S  

R A F F L E S  &  P R I Z E S  

M E E T  A  L L A M A  

PROCEEDS BENEFIT:
  • CORNWALL CHILD CENTER (GAMES) 

• UCC FAITH FORMATION MISSION PROJECTS (FOOD SALES) 
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BARBERRY: ONCE FRIEND, NOW FOE. 

Native to China and Japan, Barberry was brought to the US in 
the late 1800s and is now found from the northeast to the upper 
midwest. With its colorful leaves and berries, this woody shrub 
has been a popular landscaping plant. But over the decades, it has 
spread into woodlands, forming thorny thickets: a moist, shady 
habitat ����������������������������� and their rodent hosts. Th is 
shrub can take hold in pastures and fi elds as well. Like many 
invasives, barberry is adaptable, drought-tolerant, and has few 
natural predators. 

CORNWALL CONSERVATION COMMISSION:
IDENTIFY, REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF INVASIVE PLANTS

JAPANESE BARBERRY
BERBERIS THUNBERGII

� is insert made possible by funding from � e Cornwall Foundation. Illustrations by Cindy Kirk.

Calendar

Adapted from the Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Management Calendar produced by the Connecticut 
Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG).

Treatment, 
herbicidal

Treatment, 
mechanical

APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOVMARCH

Disposal

BAKE: Branches with or without roots but without berries can be left  in 
the sun or on tarps or paving for at least two weeks. Make sure the roots 
are completely dried out before adding to a brush pile.

BAG or BURN: Branches with berries need to be disposed of in sturdy 
plastic bags, as the seeds can remain viable for years. Burning is also an 
eff ective disposal method for berry-laden branches, provided the fi re 
is hot enough to destroy the berries (follow all Cornwall regulations 
regarding burn piles).
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Removal/Control

PULL: Seedlings and very small plants can be pulled by hand. Larger 
plants may call for tools, such as a weed wrench. For best results, remove 
the root crown along with the plant. Wear long sleeves and heavy gloves, 
these plants are thorny! Eye protection is also recommended.

CUT / PAINT: Barberry’s woody stems can be cut at the base and the 
freshly-cut stumps painted with herbicide. This method is most effective 
from July through mid-September, when compounds within the plant are 
naturally being pulled toward the roots. Likewise, foliar spray will travel 
from leaf surfaces down to the roots, causing the most damage to the 
plant. These targeted uses of herbicide can be a net gain for ecosystems.

MONITOR: Areas cleared of Barberry need to be monitored for several 
years, and any regrowth should be removed or re-treated. 

BARBERRY INVASIVE PLANT FACTSHEET:

UCONN Extension guide to identification, control  
and disposal. bit.ly/ccc_barberry

Good news!

As of October 2028, the cultivation, sale and distribution of Japanese 
barberry (along with many other invasive plants) will be illegal in 
Connecticut, per a 2025 statute.

Identification

Spread

In the fall, the berries drop to the ground and their seeds germinate in place; 
birds also eat them and spread them widely. Each berry contains up to three 
seeds, which can stay viable underground for up to nine years. Other means 
of spreading: when Barberry’s arching branches hit the ground, they can root 
and form new plants. The shrub also has underground rhizomes that grow 
horizontally and send up new shoots.
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