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Showing Up for Justice

Nita Colgate has been showing up for justice
for a long time. In 1967, she volunteered to
help with voter registration while visiting
family in Mississippi. Back in New York City,
Nita raised two children while her commit-
ment to activism never waned—from poll
watching to protesting the Vietham War to
helping disadvantaged kids learn to read. It
was at a school in Harlem where she met
9-year-old Johnny Bradford, and began what
would become a life-long friendship that has
taught her a lot about racism and empathy.

Nita showed up at the big Black Lives
Matter protest on the green in Cornwall
Bridge on June 7. Days later, another Black
man, Rayshard Brooks, was killed in Atlanta.
Nita realized it was no time to put her sign
away. The next Sunday, she went down to
the green and stood alone to protest. At 82
and with a bad back, she sits on a folding
chair while she stands up for justice “because
justice hasn’t come,” she says. She’s been
there every Sunday since.

Where Nita goes, people follow. “When
Nita says march, my feet start marching all
by themselves,” said Peter Demy. Peter said
he was silent for many years, but his perspec-
tive has changed, thinking now “white si-
lence equals white violence.” On any given
Sunday about six to ten people and an occa-

sional llama sporting a BLM placard show
up for the peaceful protests.

The first time I joined this small and dedi-
cated bunch in our tiny, nearly entirely white
New England town, was on August 30. Besides
the fact I wanted to keep leaning in whatever
way I could to fight systemic racism, it was also
a beautiful day and I needed to get off my
porch. The big protest in June left me awed and
humbled by the next generation’s passionate
voices. The smaller Sunday protest felt differ-
ent; the intimacy of the crowd and the more di-
rect interactions with those driving by made
me long for the comfort in numbers.

There were varied responses to the Black
Lives Matter signs, from happy honks and
enthusiastic thank yous, to thumbs down
and profanities. I took it all in as I stood there
with my own discomfort; aware of my iden-
tity as a middle-aged white woman looking
perhaps too content to make a difference in
the fight against the “other pandemic” —rac-
ism. My heart raced when one man stopped
and taunted, “Look at you with your white
privilege.” Later, I thought, yeah, look at me
with my white privilege. That is the point.

Several times we heard “All Lives Mat-
ter” shouted from car windows. I struggled
to think of a quick enough comeback. Thanks
to the more experienced protestors on the
other side of the green, Ilearned my favorite
response: “All Lives Matter WHEN Black
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Lives Matter.” That’s it! The
simplest way to get people to
understand why Black Lives Matter is not
saying other lives don’t matter. Instead, we
protest the deeply rooted systemic racism
that makes people of color vulnerable, fear-
ful, and victimized.

I went back again on a glorious Sunday
in mid-October. Nita was holding her
hand-painted signs with the names of Black
people killed by police. One memorable mo-
ment was when a woman driving by held
her hand to her face so she would not have to
see us. I wished we could ask her why she
felt so uncomfortable. “Hopefully people
might learn,” Nita said.

Nita is an inspiration to continue, even
when protesting might seem like a small ac-
tion in the face of all that still needs to change.
“It doesn’t take any bravery to do this other
than facing the sun,” she said. “I am so upset.
I'just have to trust that something better will
come along.” As for me, I feel more empow-
ered, and for that, I know there is power in
showing up. —Mare Rubin

A Thanksgiving
Unlike Any Other

Thanksgiving logistics can be tricky in a
normal year. With infection rates climbing,

(continued on page 2)
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is a benefit for the Food and Fuel Fund. As- GOOd-bye to Friends

the CDC and Dr. Anthony Fauci warning
families to avoid large gatherings, and
state-mandated quarantine periods for
travelers from 38 states, this year’s uninvit-
ed guest, the novel coronavirus, is disrupt-
ing longtime Cornwall families’ plans.

For some, it means getting creative. The
Golds’ Thanksgiving “extravaganza” usu-
ally involves 30 to 35 people, including
family from nearby states. This year, the
locals, a sizable group in their own right,
will celebrate “Porchgiving.” Each family
will make its usual specialty and arrange
the bounty on four porches along Cream
Hill Road. Tupperware in hand, families
will scoop squash from the Williams-Cole-
brook family; turkey, rolls, and John’s De-
light from Barb’s; mashed potatoes from
Hunt and Nora’s; hors d’oeuvres and
creamed onions from Ann’s; brussels
sprouts, green beans, and apple pie at the
Wests, and so on.

For others, accommodating far-flung
family and returning college students
means Thanksgiving is not limited to the
fourth Thursday in November. To wit,
Nancy and John Calhoun celebrated Cana-
dian-style in mid-October to make the
most of their daughter Sarah’s
visit from Montana.

Families brought clos-
er by the pandemic may
have less distance to trav-
el and still face empty seats
around the table. For Nick
and Martha Bruehl, daugh-
ter Liz lives in Goshen and son
Sam moved with his wife from
Brooklyn to Cornwall during
the pandemic, allowing new-
born grandson Aidan to make his
Thanksgiving debut. However, Mar-
tha’s 94-year-old father, like others at
higher risk, may stay home alone.

Then there are the families whose din-
ner tables may be largely unchanged. Fred
and Lynn Scoville’s two sons live nearby
and they hope to gather with extended
family from nearby “safe” states as usual in
the “big house” on Town Street.

For those who find themselves alone or
unable to swing a traditional dinner on in-
creasingly tight budgets, Cornwall Social
Services is gearing up to provide more
Thanksgiving baskets than usual. Director
Heather Dinneen said she is requesting
some smaller turkeys for seniors and others
who might be celebrating solo. To receive a
Thanksgiving basket or to donate food or
volunteer, contact Heather at 672-2603.

Near or far, two events over Thanksgiv-
ing weekend will offer families a chance to
celebrate Cornwall.

The Friday night Town Hall Players
variety show will be presented live via
YouTube at 7 p.m. Fred Thaler and Nick
O’Neil are hard at work on a show that
promises a mix of song and celebration,
and an ode to small town life in changing

piring acts and those seeking the URL
should visit cornwalltownhallplayers.org.

On Saturday, a benefit for the library
brings master of ceremonies Ted Schillinger
and local luminaries Kurt Andersen, Blair
Brown, Anne Kreamer, and Roxana Robin-
son together to read from Cornwall’s writ-
ers and historical figures.

In a year when so much of life has been
disrupted, Thanksgiving in Cornwall offers
another opportunity to adjust, adapt, and
celebrate. Next up: Christmas.

—Kerry Donahue and Ann Gold

Frog Face Lift

The Covered Bridge. Cathedral Pines. Tim
Prentice’s sculptures. These were some of
the Seven Wonders of Cornwall nominated
years ago by Hudson Sebranek’s third-
grade class at CCS. Oh, and of course: Frog
Rock.

Frog Rock is the longstanding amphibi-
an guardian of Route 7. Its origin was final-
ly revealed in 2006 when Marge Grusauski
Wilson (HVRHS class of ‘51) came forward
as the last surviving artist. Originally a
black and white monster sporting a small
rock hat and sticking its tongue out at
passing motorists,
the monster was
painted as a prank
by Marge, her broth-
er, and some friends
" in 1948. At some
point, the hat was
lost and the monster
evolved into a frog. And
in the years since, various
caretakers, mostly anony-
mous, kept up the frog.

Fast forward to this
summer when “Covid can-
celed everything.” Hudson, now 14, and
his parents, Ed and Martha Sebranek,
hatched a plan for a potential Boy Scout
community service project. The original
idea was just to do some weed-whacking
and touch-ups but, Ed noted, “it snow-
balled.”

Indeed, the result seems to be the most
extensive renovation to Frog Rock in mem-
ory. The lower jaw had slid down the hill
and needed to be dragged up and reat-
tached, boards were added to ease hillside
erosion, and the whole area was reseeded,
in addition to the priming and the painting
of the frog itself. While the Sebraneks had
to make some modifications due to ero-
sion, the ultimate goal was resto-
ration. They used pictures as
a reference to ensure ac-
curacy, said Hudson,
making sure “the spots
were in the same
place, the eyes were
in the same place.”
One challenge—
with the lower jaw

Edward E. Council
Alec C. Frost
Anthony H. Horan
Jacolyn A. Mott

Congratulations
Clotile L. Laigle and Brian R. Fossati
Land Transfers

Anne S. Hummel, Trustee, to Matthew J. and
Barbara Berrell, two parcels of land with all
buildings and improvements thereon at 8 Swifts
Bridge Road, for $305,000.

Emily S. Buchanan to Robert L. Becker, I1I, three
parcels of land with buildings and improve-
ments thereon at 131, 132, and
133 Great Hollow Road, for $1,200,000.

Louis A. Funk, Jr. and Estate of Mark E.
Modzelewski to William F. Evans, 5.46 acres of
land with improvements thereon on
Hall Road, for $25,000.

Joseph Saluti to Giovanna Calvino, four parcels
of land with buildings and improvements
thereon at 13 Yelping Hill Road, for $2,450,000.

James D. Gold, Jr. Revocable Trust to James D.
Gold III and Janice E. Garity, 9.608 acres
of land with improvements thereon at
16 Rexford Road, for $560,000.

Anne and Martin Nance to Marc Falato and Pun
Punyaratabandhu, land with house and other
buildings and improvements thereon at 87
Sharon-Goshen Turnpike, for $1,935,000.

Sara M. Stevens Nerone, April S. Neubauer, and
Brooke C. Stevens to Lindsay M. Stadig, two
parcels of land with improvements thereon at
382 Sharon-Goshen Turnpike, for $295,000.

Hummingbird Stone, LLC to 406-407 WCCT,
LLC, two parcels of land with buildings thereon
standing at 406 Sharon-Goshen Turnpike,
for $235,000.

reinstalled, the original tongue no longer fit
in the mouth, so Hudson sourced a new
one from the banks of another wonder of
Cornwall: the Housatonic River.

As for the two smaller frogs, they arose
organically, added by Martha and Hudson
after the additional rocks were uncovered by
the brush clearing. So, are they babies? Mar-
tha said, “Leave that up to the imagination.”

The Sebraneks initially tried to keep their
involvement a secret, in honor of the tradi-

tion, but for a project that even-
tually took 150 work hours,
and countless Cornwallians
donating everything from
road cones for safety to grass
seed to at-cost lumber, not to
mention labor and access, ano-
nymity became impossible.
According to First Selectman
Gordon Ridgway, the state has
broad jurisdiction over what goes
on along state roads and the frogs are
unlikely a top concern. Still, “I'm glad
to see someone took it over and attached
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themselves to maintaining a part of Corn-
wall history,” said Ridgway. “Part of what
makes Cornwall special is its community
spirit and the fact that people take things
upon themselves.”

Asked about the community reaction,
Ed says 99% has been good, with lots of
supportive horn honking and waving and
picture taking, along with some nerve-
wracking stops by the side of the busy road.
Whenever someone stopped, “they’d say, ‘I
remember this from when..” and it’s al-
ways a happy story.”

Perhaps the last word is best left to orig-
inal artist Marge Wilson, who is “thrilled”
by the latest version of Frog Rock.

—Meg Tansy

E-Biking on the Rise

The main thoroughfare of West Cornwall
saw some impressive leaf-peeping crowds
in October. Covered Bridge Electric Bike
may also have been part of the draw. Bob
Ensign opened the shop a little over a year
ago, and he said business is good and get-
ting better, soberly acknowledging,
Covid-19 has been good for business.

Outside activity is on the rise, and peo-
ple are changing up their commutes, espe-
cially ones on public transportation.

As for his e-bike rental business, he has
reservations booked through Thanksgiv-
ing. To allow more turn-around time for
disinfecting and cleaning the bikes, Bob
raised the minimum rental time from one
hour to two hours.

While rentals have continued a steady,
if modest climb, sales have gone into high
gear. While he did not want to talk num-
bers, he said each month has seen more
sales than the month before.

This reflects national trends. Since the
Covid-19 outbreak, e-bike sales have in-
creased between 84% and 137%, according
to the trade publication Bicycle Retailer.

Widening his stock from three or four
models to a dozen has helped too. One
popular addition: GoCycle’s com-
pact, foldable e-bikes. Weekenders o
who have fallen in love with the \
e-bike experience want some- \
thing compact for their dai- \3
ly city commute. WAV

E-bikes have captured G \ (
some statewide attention as
well. Over the summer, a group N\ W
of e-bike-related businesses and \
supporters asked state legislators to
expand the Connecticut Hydrogen '
and Electric Automobile Purchase ‘\$
Rebate program (CHEAPR), which I/
provides subsidies for hybrid and [\
electric cars to include e-bikes, espe- )'}
cially this year when new car pur-
chases are down significantly. Other ) f
New England states are promot-

4 Q ‘
ing e-bikes too. In Vermont, 3. )CJ ? Q\\\

Letters to the Chronicle

CHECK YOUR SPAM FOLDER
Many Cornwall not-for-profit organiza-
tions send email rather than “snail mail.” How-
ever, many of those missives end up in spam/
junk folders, not because they are unwanted but
due to a downside of e-blasts. Now would be a
good time to check your email folders and either
(a) allow Cornwall organization emails to be re-
ceived, or (b) send a reply asking to be removed
from their mailing list. — Casey Cook,
Secretary, The Cornwall Association

LEAVE IT TO THE BEAVER POND LEVELER

Cornwall is bustling with wildlife. Bears
and bobcats bound across fields and sometimes
into cupboards. We are constantly thinking
about how we can coexist with nature. Consider
the beaver, nature’s civil engineers. They play
an important role in the ecosystem, creating
habitat for a range of marsh creatures.

The beavers’ dam building prowess created a
magical wetland at the Rattlesnake Preserve
that attracted all kinds of bird life. A pleasure to
behold. However, with heavy rainfall, those
same dams also caused the water to back up on
Cogswell and Rattlesnake roads. That, in turn,
caused the town to periodically remove the bea-
vers. But thankfully for the wetland and water-
fowl, the beavers kept returning.

Cornwall Conservation Trust searched for a
way to bring peaceful coexistence between the

beavers and the town roads. That led to Mike
Callahan and his Beaver Solutions Flexible
Pond Leveler™ which CCT has installed at Rat-
tlesnake Preserve.

This flow device, which works on gravity,
creates a permanent leak through the beaver
dam that the beavers cannot detect or stop.

So, after a very dry summer, bring on the
rain and we will be able to let the beavers do
their thing. — Bart Jones,

President, Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc.

STORM EMERGENCY FOOD PROGRAM
When the lights went out Tuesday, Au-
gust 4, most of us had to quickly adapt to
losses in the community and at home. One
of those losses was the all-important cup of
morning coffee and a hot meal during the
day. I enlisted the UCC Fellowship Commit-
tee to create a storm emergency meal pro-
gram. During the Covid crisis, the program
will be take-out only and will consist of a
continental breakfast and a hot lunch, to be
available starting the second day of a power
outage until it returns. Church volunteers
will use the health department-approved
Parish House kitchen (and gas stove) to pre-
pare and package the food. Grants for a gen-
erator may mean additional services that
would require electricity could be added.
—Susan Hellmann, Program Coordinator

Of course, Bob supports these efforts.
He also hopes new roadwork will incorpo-
rate more consideration for bikes, electric
or otherwise: broader shoulders, bike lanes,
anything that could help bikes and cars
travel more comfortably side by side.

Bob is happiest talking about how peo-
ple use the e-bikes they buy, whether they
are seniors rediscovering biking, a select-
man commuting by bike to town hall, or a
local artist whose “cargo” bike carries his
easel and art supplies while he peddles, as-
sisted of course, in search of the perfect vis-
ta to paint—a particularly “Corn-
wallian” use of an e-bike. Bob
is quick to point out just how

much he appreciates the
local support he has re-
ceived, even from people
who were initially skep-
tical. He hopes to contin-
ue not just selling and

renting, but converting
people to the way of the e-bike.
—Bill McClane

How CCS Students
Predicted the Future

&
’?% \ Twenty years ago, The Chronicle asked

students how they envisioned the
Cornwall of 2100. Still some time to
go, but let’s see if we're moving in
their direction:

Green Mountain Power of- . ::’.' oA LA ¢ “You won't take school bus-
fers $300 rebates for e-bike ~ (AY r;g./""y‘ 0 es, you'll be teleported to
purchases. 'l;\.\};'{ai"’ ':4: "f"x/) \ school. One second you'll be in

your kitchen and then, boing! you'll be in
school.” —Jeffrey Hammond, first grade

“People will live until infinity, or until
they’re really old, more than 30. We'll have
a robot for principal.” — Arielle Betti, first
grade

“People will dress like hippies. I'll take a
space ship to Jupiter and stay at a motel
with my dog.” —Megan Brown, first grade

“Girls will wear really hard dresses
made of steel.” —Samantha Bate, fourth
grade

“You won’t use lunch boxes. Instead,
youll have pills; you sprinkle water on
them and youll have a whole meal, like
hamburgers and french fries.” —Charlie
Fox, fourth grade

“We'll have quicker, more efficient ways
to learn, and technology will run our lives
more than now. We'll have computers that
are easy to learn and cars that run on wa-
ter.” —Benjamin North, eighth grade

“We won’t go to school at all; we'll stay
home logged onto computers.” —Li Ming
Dolan, eighth grade

“Life will be easier. We can decrease
hunger and homelessness but there will al-
ways be good and bad. We'll still have
crime and lunatics. A long time ago, people
thought things we have now were impossi-
ble, but we did them. We always find a
way.” —]Justin Julian, eighth grade

Two predictions are already here. Covid
forced kids away from school and onto
their computers this spring. And a metal

(continued on page 4)
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chainmail cocktail dress is.
available from Etsy for $655.
“Nothing is cooler on your
skin.” —Ed Ferman

Cornwall Briefs

* Annual Town Meeting: Much
can be done via Zoom these days,
but not the official business of
Cornwall’s annual town meeting,
according to the town attorney. -
Set for Friday, November 20, at
7:30 p.m. at CCS, the meeting will
review the town report and vote on -
the five-year capital plan. Masks
and distancing will be the rule.

* Sewer/Septic Proposal: Plans to
present and vote on a proposal to
build a septic system in West Corn-
wall have been put on hold. Since the
approval process includes a referendum |
with absentee ballots, the selectmen
have opted to avoid the potential
dangers of dealing with those ballots
in person during the pandemic, and post-
pone until the spring of 2021.

* Website Refresh: The town will draw on
various endowments to provide $3,000 to
Rocco Botto to redesign the helpful reposi-
tory and announcement hub, cornwallct.
org. The new look should be up by the end
of the year.

* Cornwall Listeners of NPR’s hap-
py-talking “Wait, Wait Don’t Tell Me” got a
jolt of surprise recently. During a contest to
pick the true story, a funny tale was told
about the closing of a dog park in Cornwall,
CT because of damage caused by Hurri-
cane Laura. “City Clerk” Vera “Demark”
was mentioned. Social media tossed the
matter around and concluded we must
have an NPR mole in town. Who and where
to be determined.

* The Cell Tower on Popple Swamp Road,
after some years of being idle, may have
service installed soon. Verizon has shown
interest, which is good news in this time of
virtual everything.

* Deer Hunting: Hunters and hikers, it is
time to break out the safety orange. Bow-

Darkening Days

November seems to be all about darkness
and the coming winter. Don’t let this get
you down. Send a check to the Chronicle
and prepare yourself for a great season of
news produced locally just for you.

hunting season runs through November 17,
then shotgun season runs November 18 to
December 8.
. °* Appointed: Peter Demy has
2 been appointed to full mem-
< bership on the Inland Wet-
lands and Waterways Agency.
= On a sadder note, Jill Cutler has
resigned as chair of P&Z due to
health concerns. Anna Timell replac-
es her and James LaPorta will be vice
chair. —Lisa L. Simont

During this time of social distancing on
account of the Coronavirus, the Chroni-
cle will be posting important updates, infor-
mation about online events, and reflections
on the moment on our Facebook and Insta-
gram feeds. Readers can also find our Web-ex-
clusive reports posted directly on our website at
cornwallchronicle.org. Events listed are virtual
unless otherwise noted.

<
Vote! Vote! Vote! Absentee ballots can

be dropped at the town clerk’s office or
vote in person November 3.

Wish House Book Signing: On Saturday,
November 7, from 3 to 4 p.m., Jacque Lynn

UCC Red Cross Blood Drive: Thursday,

send to legislators and others working for
justice issues.

Cornwall Conservation Trust

On Saturday, November 14, at 4 p.m., Su-
san Masino presents “Forest and Brain
Health: Why Taking a Walk in the Woods
Can be Good for the Brain,” following CCT’s
annual meeting. (See insert.)

On Saturday, November 21, 5 p.m., Hugh
Cheney mines Cornwall’s geologic history;
join a follow-up walk on Sunday, November
22, at 1 p.M. at the Welles Preserve.

Annual Town Meeting: In person, at CCS,
Friday, November 20, 7:30 p.M.

Joint Thanksgiving Service: Sunday, No-
vember 22, at 4:30 p.M. (rain date: November
24, 5 p.m.) at the Village Meeting House.
Masks required.

Town Hall Players Variety Show Friday,
November 27, at 7 p.m. Livestream via You-
Tube. Benefits the Food and Fuel Fund. (See
insert.)

Cornwall Reads Cornwall Cornwall stars
read Cornwall legends to benefit the library
on Saturday, November 28, from 4:30 to 5:30
p.M. (See insert.)

Thanksglvmg food baskets to fuel

Schiller signs copies of her ﬁrst chil-
dren’s book, Space Maters. Cornwall Social Services provides
Cornwall families with services from

November 10, from 1 to 6 p.Mm., at the Trm—
ity Retreat Center. Call the Red
Cross to schedule an appointment
at 800-733-2767.

PPP Loan Forgiveness Webinar: Fri-

day, November 13, at 5 p.m. via Zoom, hosted
by the Economic Development Commission.
Register via Kate Ward at sandmeyerk@

gmail.com.

At the Cornwall Library: Annie Dorsen will
discuss artificial intelligence and the theater
on Saturday, November 14, at 5 p.m. (See in-
sert.)

Art at the Library

Opening November 3, Cornwall potters,
Susan Fox, Jane Herold, and Todd Piker.

Through November 14, “While We Were
Home.” Pandemic photographs by Lazlo
Gyorsok.

Opening November 21, “Works on Pa-
per,” by Robert Andrew Parker.

Art for Justice & Peace: Every Friday from
10:30 .M. to noon at the UCC Parish House,
write post cards designed by local artists to

a551stance to holiday gifts for chil-
dren. For help or to help, con-
A tact Heather Dinneen at Corn-
wall Social Services, 672-2603.
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, wed be glad to mail the
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796.
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at: info@cornwallchronicle.org




