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Cornwall
Affordable Housing

If there’s one thing that residents
agreed on at October’s almost two-

hour Affordable Housing Plan draft
public presentation, it’s that everyone loves
Cornwall. Oh, make that two things: if the
choice is between living in a pastoral muse-
um and living in a functional community,
the majority in attendance pick communi-
ty. In late September, the Cornwall Afford-
able Housing steering committee released
its draft Affordable Housing Plan, com-
plete with not one, but two comment
forms, in advance of the presentation. The
plan is the result of ten months of research
by the nine-person committee and several
public meetings. It’s the next step in bring-
ing Cornwall into compliance with a state
requirement that every municipality have
an affordable housing plan in place by July
2022 and an updated plan every five years
thereafter.

The draft plan, which covers 2021-2026,
outlines six broad goals and strategies to
create 30 new units of affordable housing,
including rentals and senior housing. The
plan will almost double the affordable
housing inventory in Cornwall, which cur-
rently stands at only 3.57%, or 36 out of the
1,007 units in Cornwall.

Does this mean a building boom is

coming? Unlikely, given the constraints of
Cornwall’s infrastructure. As outlined in
the plan, these housing goals, while admit-
tedly ambitious, can be met through a com-
bination of zoning reform, local/state coop-
eration, and clear local communications
about housing opportunities and needs.
Unsurprisingly, zoning reform got the li-
on’s share of attention at the meeting.
Recommended reforms would promote
more diverse housing options by enabling
the conversion of existing structures (like
barns) to affordable housing, easing current
restrictions on buildable areas and mini-
mum housing sizes, and allowing develop-
ers to create two-to-six-unit housing devel-
opments in line with Cornwall’s existing
infrastructure capabilities. Accessory dwell-
ing units received considerable attention.
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Another zoning amendment u

would allow for one de- W
tached and one attached ac- @g L
cessory apartment per prop-

erty (18 such units have been created in the
past 10 years). As ever, it’s important to
note that any specific zoning changes
would have to be applied for and would be
subject to public hearing.

State cooperation will also play an im-
portant role. The plan includes petitioning
the state to count accessory apartments as
affordable housing, and the use of seed
funding from the state to establish a com-
munity revolving loan fund that could help
with down payments for first-time home
buyers, as well as modifications and home
improvements that would allow more se-
niors to age in place.

Finally, the plan calls for local commu-
nication and coordination through the cre-
ation of a housing commission, appointed
by the Board of Selectmen; the establish-
ment of an annual housing forum; as well
as the selection of a local housing coordina-
tor, to ensure that residents in need of help,
and residents looking to help, can be con-
nected to the right resources. Because, as
attendee Nancy Berry put it, the plan is
about more than bricks and mortar, it's
about individual lives.

The draft plan is available on the town

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) many people to this place. And that can Welcome

make us newcomers feel like we're the in- ) L
website. The steering committee will meet  vaders ourselves. Richard Elijah King

again to discuss comments and will subse-
quently hold another public meeting, tenta-
tively on December 8. Once finalized, the
plan will be presented to the Board of Se-
lectmen and Planning and Zoning Com-
mission for adoption before the July 2022
deadline. —Meg Tansey

Welcomed to Cornwall

People tend to stick around in Cornwall.
That's the big lesson I learned at the 2021
Cornwall Newcomers’ Tea hosted last
month by the Cornwall ({‘

Association. The event =

drew a mix of newcom- §<
ers and established locals ===
you might recognize by
their cars or just from
around town. Thanks to
this little global pandemic,

there was no tea last year. 2.

Add to that a 10% popu- G} 2
lation growth, and this

year’s event drew more

than usual, about a hundred people.

Besides participants donning name tags
and meeting friendly unmasked faces, the
outdoor event was a call for volunteers to
help out with a seemingly limitless number
of groups and organizations including the
Little Guild, the Cornwall: Woman’s Soci-
ety, Food Pantry, Garden Club, Library,
Housing Corporation, Park and Recreation,
Economic Development Committee, this
fine publication, the Cornwall Chronicle
(which wants your words and drawings!),
and the Cornwall Conservation Trust,
which played a major role in earning Corn-
wall the distinction of “Greenest Town in
Connecticut,” a major draw for many of us
newbies.

Having lived here for only 16 months, I
was surprised to learn that almost every
person I encountered came here from
somewhere else and stayed put. Obviously,
a town like this is built on the strength of
multi-generational families, but I was im-
pressed by how many transplants also took
root here.

If you spend even a day in our gorgeous
area, you'll understand why. Cornwall—
heck —Litchfield County in general, doesn’t
have the kind of buzz that the Catskills or
the Hudson Valley have. We don’t have
overly hip stores selling “Cornwall” hats
for 50 bucks a pop. No, you have to go to
the Cornwall Country Market and get one
for $25 like everyone else. We don't
have those fancy coffee shops
with artisanal baked goods. Here,
you hit the road to War- ’a
ren and get a muffin at ‘ ' (.U{ <

'0

Suzie’s bake stand or
wait till Friday for one
at The Local. It’s this
lack of metropolitan
invasion that attracts so

-

.

There’s no denying the quaintness of
our little town with our one-room post of-
fices, picturesque covered bridge, and a
transfer station-cum-absentee swap meet.
Moving here from the city almost seems
like a threat to this very way of life. One
might feel like they’re ruining the whole
thing just by showing up. But Cornwall is
stronger than that. It's not going to change
because a few people from the city showed
up. A few people from the city have been
showing up since the city existed, and

Cornwall has held strong. It
seems more likely Cornwall
will change the city slickers
than the other way around.
To my fellow newcom-
ers, take heart. Once you're
settled, you don’t mind driv-
ing to Sharon for groceries, or to
Kent for Chinese food. You'll get
better at killing spiders and shov-
eling snow, and you won't really
miss pizza delivery. Chopping wood beats
pleading with your super to turn up the
heat, and a nice sit by the river beats a pic-
nic in even the most well-known park in
the world.

Meeting all the former newcomers will
shake the imposter syndrome right out of
you. Transplants are a good part of what
this town is made of. A bunch of people
who found a place they could fall in love
with and left it that way. But if you feel the
need to make an impact, remember, we've
got lots and lots of volunteer opportunities.

—D Callahan

The Great Country Mutt Show

It's baaack! The Little Guild’s Great
Country Mutt Show returned on Sep-
tember 25 bigger and better after a one-
year pandemic hiatus. The show is
Cornwall’s equivalent of the Oscars or
the Metropolitan Museum’s fashion
gala. Bunny Williams, who has adopted
from, and supported the Little Guild,
had the original idea. The event spon-
sors included the Cornwall Founda-
tion, Torrington Savings Bank,
Hammertown, the town of Corn-
wall, and many individuals and
local businesses who donated and
helped with the event. What is
not generally known is the day
was not intended as a fundraiser—it
makes a small profit—
Tt but a celebration of the
7z + < Little Guild’s work in
the Commumty and a
way to raise awareness
of its work. There was a
silent auction for gift cer-
tificates from many local
businesses. Humans in
# need of calories or cho-
lesterol feasted on Wee-

to Melani and Richard King

Magnus Lea Rehnberg
to Rebecca and Alexander Rehnberg

Good-bye to Friends

Emily Jane Giddens-Jones
Millicent Keiffer Matland
Maureen Cole Prentice
George Vanderlinden

Congratulations

Lena Dunham and Luis Felber

Land Transfers

Spencer M. Powers to Robert Nethery, land with
all buildings and improvements thereon at 39
Great Hollow Road, for $361,000.

nie Lynn’s hot dogs or Ben & Jerry’s ice
cream. Cornwall advertises itself as the
greenest town in Connecticut. Thanks to
this grand event, it can brag it has the most
fertilized common.

Over 125 canines participated, many of
whom are Little Guild alumni, and at least
as many humans gathered under a huge
tent on the common to observe the many
contests. The dogs ranged in size from two
very large Great Pyrenees of a bulk similar
to our immediate past president, to a Chi-
huahua, the size of New York City’s official
mammal the Norwegian rat. Neither of the
canine species uttered a woof about wrong-
ly not receiving a winning ribbon. The dogs
socialized very well with each other. This
observer saw no instances of inappropriate
first-date behavior.

The master of ceremonies was televi-
sion journalist Richard Schlesinger, who
amazingly kept the myriad contests run-
ning according to schedule. The judges
were Robert Levinstein, managing director,

and Alan M-L Wager, artistic director,
% of the Sharon Playhouse. George
AR Potts was the DJ. Categories includ-
Z 4. ed: best lapdog over 40 pounds, best
mask, best powder puff, best senior,
best trick, easiest carry on, most
identifiable mix, sweetest pair,
waggiest tail, and dog that looks
most like its owner. In this last
category, two humans dressed as
their dogs and were disqualified.
ASadly, these competitors” dogs,

Legend and Sammy, were later

admitted to a local animal hospi-

tal suffering from mortification and depres-
sion because they were so embarrassed by
their humans and the thought that they ac-
tually resembled them. According to Dr.
Benji Kildare, pet psychologist, several
months of therapy will enable their com-
plete recovery. Perhaps in future shows
there will be categories for “most dog-like
human,” an all-costumed category, and
“most human-looking dog.” In the spirit of
every dog is a winner, the guild keeps no
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list of the category winners, and every top
contestant got a ribbon. The finale was a
grand parade of all dogs before the judges,
joined by Rep. Maria Horn, and the selec-
tion of three best in show winners: Coda,
Harvey, and Leo.

There are rumors the Little Guild is
planning a canine-only conference, sort of a
doggy Davos. There will be sessions on
“training your human,” “pilfering food,”
“mutts matter,” and “pedigree privilege.”
The conference will end with a showing of
that canine favorite, Lassie Come Home.

— Jim Fishman

Middlemarch
in Mid-Autumn?

Yes indeed! What better way to
spend these autumn days than
reading or rereading Middle-
march, one of the finest novels
ever written. This eight-week se-
ries of lectures via Zoom be-
came yet another of the popu-

lar programs at the Cornwall
Library. With almost 250
people registered, Mark
Scarbrough presented the en-
thralling and captivating weekly se-
ries. Mark describes himself as a “literary
archeologist” and likes to choose topics and
books that tell him about a particular soci-
ety. His lectures started as “passion proj-
ects,” but now occupy most of his time.
Imagine how George Eliot would feel to
think that 150 years later, her book could
draw so many people.

Mark introduced the series by referring
to two women, both of whom defied their
Age: Mary Ann Evans (George Eliot) and
Princess Alexandrina Victoria (Queen Vic-
toria). Both had obscure births, yet rose
high in society. “How can an agnostic write
about a Christian heroine?” and “How can
a leading intellectual of her time write
about rural life?” Mark asked. These ques-
tions stirred our imaginations as Mark en-
couraged us to take a leisurely stroll
through the cathedral of words. He pointed
out another question that occurs 17 times in
the book—“What shall we do?” demon-
strating the level of discomfort and se-
quence of raw truths that confront the char-
acters. Mark chooses to read Middlemarch at
all the important junctures of his life, and
this year, with the publication of his mem-
oir, Bookmarked, it seemed a timely opportu-
nity to choose it for his viewers.

Middlemarch’s Dorothea Brooke, wife of
the pastor, Casaubon, is the main character
and her fate dramatizes one of the major
themes of the novel —the place of women in
a changing society. She tries to do the right
thing and be a good person. Her story is the
central one, but there are many other en-
gaging characters. As these characters in-
teract, we see a division between the silenc-
es of the characters and their unwillingness
to share information. There are several sto-
ries that could be at the center of the novel,

o z‘?é

A5

although Eliot seems unable to choose be-
tween them. The historical background of
the novel alludes to outbreaks of cholera,
the Great Reform Bill of 1832, the impact of
the coming railroad and industrialization
on an English world. Yet, in 1873, Henry
James said, “Middlemarch is at once one of
the strongest and one of the weakest of En-
glish novels,” and many critics agree today.
Jane Smiley writes, “Middlemarch is an ex-
ample of a novel that may not be perfect,
may in fact be too grand to be perfect.” In
Virginia Woolf’s opinion, it is “one of the
only English novels written for grown-up
people.”
According to George Eliot, “Watching
the slow convergence of hu-
man lots” you will see “a
slow preparation of ef-
fects” which is the novel it-
self, binding four separate
stories into one. Listen to her
and let her sentences pene-
trate and you will find out things
about yourself. Each page is a les-
son in how to be honest with your-
self. So, take the time to amble
through the 800 pages and judge for
yourself whether this is the strongest
or the weakest of novels.
—Raymonde Burke

Wandering Llamas

Robert had to go. He hadn’t gone before his
visit to the Cornwall Library, and he wasn’t
doing an antsy-pantsy dance, but Debbie
Labbe could tell: he was moving a little
closer to her and inching towards the door.
So she took him outside to (as Susie Klaw
told the eager audience of kids and grand-
parents) “go to the bathroom.”

When they came back in, Robert the 1la-
ma was regally calm and looked down
upon us in our little chairs. He was tall. His
eyelashes were long. A grandmother asked,
“Do they spit?” Somehow, given Robert’s
demeanor, the question seemed almost
rude. But it turns out that,

yes, they do spit—mainly |@LACK
at each other. ¥=IDA Y
Debbie first fell in love 6ALE

with llamas on a visit to
Nancy and John Cal-
houn’s llama farm in 1987. “At
first, like many who bought
llamas back then, I looked on
this as an investment. But I
didn’t like selling the babies.
So eventually, I created a
herd of gelded llamas, a
bachelor bunch who work well together.”
Fortuitously, in 2008 Debbie found
Cornwall to be the perfect place for her and
her herd. They’'ve wandered in pastures
from Cornwall Bridge to West Cornwall,
and now, after a stint on Town Street
(where residents bemoan their leaving) to
the familiar welcome of Irene and Buddy
Hurlburt's Hautboy Hill Farm. Debbie
gives presentations all over the state; in li-

R,

Letter to the
Chronicle

SHARON HOSPITAL STOPS DELIVERING

Nuvance Health recently announced a
“strategic transformation” which would elimi-
nate Sharon Hospital’s labor and delivery unit,
referring women to Danbury or Poughkeepsie
instead.

Four months pregnant when I moved to
Cornwall, proximity to the hospital was a major
factor in that decision.

Proximity became more important when, 11
days before my due date, I arrived at my OB’s
office thinking I was in early labor, only to find
out I was fully dilated.

The Sharon Hospital’s postpartum group
has provided me a sense of community during
what can be an isolating time for new moms,
especially during a pandemic.

Cornwall’s population is growing. CCS en-
rollment is up. Longtime residents tell me
theyve “never seen so many strollers.” Closing
the hospital would undermine that.

Closure requires state approval, so if you're
opposed, tell Gordon Ridgway and Maria Horn.
For more information, check the savesharonhos-
pital Facebook page. —Jane Carlen

braries and schools, convalescent homes,

and assisted living facilities.

“What amazes me, constantly,” she
told me, ”is how llamas can sense the
feelings of others. One of my guys, visit-
ing a rehab, zeroed right in, immediately,
on a particular resident. The director later
told me, “"WOW! She was the one who re-
ally needed this!”

Betsey Mauro, whose mother Cilla
went to Geer, writes, “My mother grew
up on a dairy farm and spent her child-
hood around animals. She loved each and
every one of them. As an adult, Mom
lived a rustic life surrounded by nature.
She delighted in the wildlife that came
through her yard. She spoke to the deer,
bears, turkeys, and even the mice that
found their way into her home.

“When she moved to Geer, she was be-
reft of all that. When Debbie would bring

S her llamas to Geer, Mom
= would light up, and that
place in Mom’s heart for ev-
ery critter of the world would
become animated once again.
Mom’s memory may have
been slipping, but the
animal-whisperer inside
her never left. Debbie
and her llamas sparked in
Mom her deep love for animals and gave
Mom a chance to talk to them and love
them, even from her wheelchair and far
away from her cabin in the woods.”

Beasts of burden for over 5,000 years,
llamas have learned how to read humans:
to communicate with them and to become
familiar with their strange needs and de-

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

mands. Getting in touch at any time, with
anyone, is a mysterious and complicated
process. Debbie’s llamas seem to have mas-
tered the art: to listen, make connections, to
bring solace and joy. —Ella Clark

Cornwall Briefs

® Vote Carefully: It won’t count if you
vote for more individuals than it says at
the top of each column on the ballot.

® No Election Day lunch due to Covid.

® The Annual Town Meeting will take

place on November 19 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. . g™

On the agenda, the Town Report for last
fiscal year, as well as a vote on the five-
year capital plan. Contact Jonathan
Berry at town hall to get on the Zoom
info email list (if you are not already
there).

¢ Freedom of Information and public
meetings in the Zoom age are the top-
ics of a special meeting on November
8 at 7 p.M. via Zoom. It's for newly
minted and returning public offi-
cials, and the public is invited to at-
tend. State FOI Commission Public
Education Officer Tom Hennick and long-
time town attorney Perley Grimes will
talk.

* CPR Woke Town: About 80 people have
taken the CPR courses organized by EMS
Captain Elizabeth Ridgway. That’s not
counting members of our fire department.
More classes will be held as interest con-
tinues. Contact emscaptaincornwall@gmail.
com to get on the list.

e Already? The Christmas tree lighting is
November 26, Cornwall Bridge green,
promptly at 5 p.m., with refreshments by
National Iron Bank.

e Sharon Hospital changes: Check the
town website for news of the hospital’s
plan to consolidate some services and
eliminate others, including labor and de-
livery, and what’s being done to preserve
this asset.

e According to the 2020 Census, Cornwall
grew by 10% between 2010 and 2020, the
second highest rate in Litchfield County

Looking Ahead

November...brown and cold, right? Not to
worry, winter is close behind bringing joy
to the skiers and masochists among us.
Those over the age of 10, that is. Send the
Chronicle a check to ensure that spring will
come again. Thanks!

i Yes!I want the Chronicle to continue!

1 O My tax-deductible contribution of $ is enclosed.

I O Please mail the Chronicle to the out-of-town address below (a
1 $15 contribution is appreciated for this service).

1

1 Name:

1
| Address:

I
| City/St/Zip:

(which itself declined in population). More
census info to come in future issues.

® The Transfer Station’s New Look: Work
to replace the office will get started this
month, along with reroofing the whole fa-
cility; the goal is to finish before winter.
Jim Terrall has been awarded the contract.
e Valley Road drainage needs work near
Jewell Street; there may be temporary clo-
sures.

¢ Hiking? Wear orange, as deer hunting
season is upon us. —Tom Barrett

Events & Announcements

Voter Enrollment Session at town hall
on Monday November 1, 9 a.Mm. to 4
p.M. This session is for anyone who
has become 18 years old, or a U.S.
citizen, or a resident of Cornwall be-

tween October 26 and November 1 in-
clusive.

Elections for several town leadership po-
sitions including first selectman, select-
man, town clerk, and more will be held
Tuesday, November 2, at town hall, 6
AM. to 8 P.M.

At the Cornwall Library

Painter Alexis Rockman will discuss
turtles and their importance, Saturday, No-
vember 6, at 5 p.M. Live, seating limited.
Register at Cornwalllibrary.org.

“In Full Color,” an exhibition of paint-
ings by Debby Jones, will be on view
through Friday, December 31.

Collette Hurst’s three-week series on
watercolor landscape painting will be Sun-
days from 10 to 11:30 a.m. starting Novem-
ber 7. Fee is $75. Registration required.

Delicious! An author talk with Rob
Dunn, Saturday, November 13, at 5 p.M. via
Zoom. Registration required.

The final three seminars of Mark Scar-
brough’s series on Middlemarch continues
Tuesdays, 10 to 11:30 .M. on November 2,
9, and 16 via Zoom. Registration required.

Cornwall Reads Cornwall will take
place Saturday, November 27, at 4 .M. via
Zoom. Reservations required.

Public hearing on the Children’s Inter-
net Protection Act, Wednesday, December
1, at 6 r.M. via Zoom.

Daylight Saving Time ends at 2 a.mM. on
Sunday, November 7. Fall back!

Senior Events, No Cost, UCC Parish
House

Monthly Luncheon, Tuesday, Novem-
ber 9, at noon. RSVP by November 5.

Monthly Breakfast, Tuesday, November
23, 9 .M. RSVP by November 19.

To RSVP email prcornwall@gmail.com
or call 860-480-0600.

UCC Holiday Fair: Saturday, November
13, 10 a.M. to 3 p.M. (See insert.)

Cornwall Conservation Trust will host its
annual meeting on Saturday, November 13,
at 4 r.M. via Zoom. Register by visiting

cornwallconservationtrust.org.

Art in Cornwall

Opening reception for 40 years of prints by
Dr. Bob Murphy, Sunday, November 14, at
11:30 a.m. at the UCC Parish House. On
view through Saturday, November 27.

Housatonic Valley Institute has extended
its college scholarship application deadline
for Cornwallians to Monday, November 15.

UCC Blood Drive: Wednesday, November
17, from 11 A.m. to 4 p.m., at Trinity Confer-
ence Center. Schedule appointments at

redcrossblood.org.

The Christmas Tree Light-
ing: Friday, November 26,
Cornwall Bridge green, 5 p.m.

Cornwall Social Ser-
vices can help with
heating bills this win-
ter. Application process is easy

and
confidential. Call/text Heather at 860-
671-9315 or email cornwallsocialservices@

gmail.com.
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CHOOSE:
1.

coREWiz,

CONNECTICUT

STYLE
CHOOSE:

COLOR
CHOOSE:

SIZE
CHOOSE:

CLASS OF 2022
FUNDRAISER

Support the Cornwall Consolidated School Class of 2022 by purchasing

a CORNWALL t-shirt or a CORNWALL sweatshirt!

uBRWiz,
EST. 1740
CONNECTICUT

CORKECTICOT
ALBAITR, RITE

41.8437°N, 733297 W

short sleeve T-SHIRT

long sleeve HOODED SWEATSHIRT

$20.00 $35.00

(Due to worldwide supply chain issues, colors may vary)

BLUE PINK GRAY

YOUTH: SMALL (6-8) MEDIUM (10-12) LARGE (14-16)
ADULT: SMALL - MEDIUM - LARGE - X-LARGE - 2X-LARGE

2202S09/1aqieqea/wod wioiof wioy//:sdny (pardeooe yuswAed
pJed 1gap/upalo ou) yuswAhed TYdAVd ATNO YUm Buiisplo suljuo 104

Complete form below and mail with payment to: CCS 8" Grade, 5 Cream Hill Rd, West Cornwall, CT 06796

NAME:
ADDRESS:
EMAIL: PHONE:
D E S 1 & N|CORNWALL EST.1740| CORNWALL EST.1740( COVERED BRIDGE | COVERED BRIDGE
STYLE T-SHIRT HOODIE T-SHIRT HOODIE
C O L 0 p|:NS BLUE 13 GRAY BLUE [3.XY%
P RICE| x$2000EACH x $35.00 EACH x $20.00 EACH | x $35.00 EACH
YOUTH-S
YOUTH - M
YOUTH - L
ADULT - S
ADULT - M
ADULT - L
ADULT - XL
ADULT - 2XL
QTY TOTAL

TOTAL $ DUE
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