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Transforming
Cornwall Bridge

Change is coming to Cornwall Bridge and
his name is Will Schenk. But that was not
always the plan. Last January as Will's wife,
Joy Setton, was putting the final touches on
her plans for a café in the former fly-fishing
shop at the intersection of Route 7 and
Route 4, she suddenly collapsed and died.

Her tragic death was a total shock to
Will, their three young sons, their extended
families, and the entire community. Joy
was Swiss-French and spent her childhood
in Paris. She met Will at a café in Brooklyn.
The family moved to Popple Swamp Road
during the pandemic. Her memorial ser-
vice was held on what would have been her
42 birthday.

Will was only marginally involved with
Joy’s vision for the café. As the owner of
two software companies, he had plenty on
his plate. Now he is deeply enmeshed with
septic systems, building codes, and order-
ing kitchen equipment. “It's less about
keeping Joy’s dream going,” Will told me
recently, “and it’s not strictly a tribute to
her; it’s more about channeling her energy
and moving forward...towards something.”

Will is now putting his imprint on the
café. His plans call for a dining area and
kitchen in one part of the space, and the
"other” kitchen, as he calls it, will serve as a

lab and demo space for the cocoa he im-
ports directly from farmers in Colombia
with his business partner Tyler Forve. Tyler
and Will believe that chocolate can be pro-
duced and marketed much like wine, single
malt whiskey, or coffee; ensuring genetic
integrity by keeping the strains separate
rather than blending them together as is
most commonly done today.

And what about the Cornwall Country
Market? When store owners Idella and
James Shepard decided to put the store up
for sale, Will saw an opportunity he could
not resist. He realized that there could be
synergies between the two shops with a
market that emphasizes fresh local food
along with the assortment of staples

residents, travelers, and even
(/}‘i AT hikers have come to ex- /

VOTING BOOTHS ]

NOVEMBER 2022

pect. “We won't be all things to aﬁ
people,” Will told me, “Everyone has
a different idea of what their necessities are!”

He hopes to be able to re-open the mar-
ket by the end of this year and be operating
the café by spring 2023. Local permits, sup-
ply chains, and the availability of qualified
workers are just some of the obstacles he
intends to overcome. None of it dampens
his enthusiasm, nor takes his focus away
from his most important priority, his kids,
who he proudly states are “doing well.”

Will Schenk plans to create a vibrant set
of businesses in Cornwall Bridge, and he’s
not alone. The Plaid Rooster candle shop
just opened next to the café site, owned and
operated by Andrea Applebaum. Like Will,
Andrea was initially attracted to the unique
beauty of Cornwall and has plans to open a
gift shop in the half of the building she owns
that is not occupied by the candle shop.

And just down the road and over the
bridge (technically in Sharon) is Cornwall
Bridge Gardens run by Megan Mollica. She
is currently building a greenhouse and will
soon be putting out Christmas trees and
holiday wreaths. She has plans for expand-
ing her nursery business next spring, focus-
ing on native plants and educational
demonstrations.

While Suzie’s Sweets is no longer oper-
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(continued from page 1) beef cattle in his herd. Photos and drone Congratulations
footage (posted on the Chronicle website) )
ating out of the nursery, Susan Saccardi show the havoc wrought by a group of Ellen Vieno Hart and
Matthew Sullivan LeBeau

continues to offer pre-orders and pick-ups
at The Local in West Cornwall and her ki-
osk on Route 45.

Cornwall Bridge’s recent resurgence is
part serendipity, part business vision. It's
exciting to watch the progress as our town
is transformed by enthusiastic believers in
the future. —Bob Meyers

New Hiking Bridge Open

More than a year after the existing bridge
collapsed, a newly constructed, 90-foot-
long wooden bridge in Cornwall Village
has restored the ability of hikers on the Mo-
hawk Trail to cross Furnace Brook. The
brook crossing is a key feature of the six-
mile section of trail that connects the Vil-
lage to Cornwall Bridge via Coltsfoot
Mountain and public/private forest lands.

The replacement work was completed
by a team from the Connecticut Forest and
Park Association, the non-profit organiza-
tion that oversees more than 800
miles of trails throughout the
state. Project materials were do-
nated by a local family founda-
tion and by O&G Industries in Tor-
rington. The Coltsfoot Valley Association,
Cornwall Conservation Trust, and local
landowners were also important part-
ners in the project.

Marked with a blue blaze and a
sign, the Mohawk trail section leading
down to the new bridge is located be-
tween the Calhoun barn and Hubbard
Field on Jewel Street in the Village. The trail
beyond the bridge up and over Coltsfoot
Mountain is currently closed, but a detour
out to Route 4 and then along Popple
Swamp Road down to Cornwall Bridge is
available to hikers.

For more information on the Mohawk
Trail visit ctwoodlands.org, and for more
on other walking trails in Cornwall over-
seen by the Cornwall Conservation Trust

visit cornwallconservationtrust.org.
— Dan Hubbard

Trouble Crops Up

“If it’s not one thing it's another,” Roseanne
Roseannadanna famously said on Saturday
Night Live, which resonates as we recall
some of this past summer’s agricultural
challenges.

First there was the spongy moth inva-
sion, decimating foliage; and then came the
drought—potentially dashing the recovery
of some of our trees.

Growers in particular had reason to
question their vocational (or avocational)
choices, as the animal kingdom reaped the
fruits of the farmers’ labors while broaden-
ing their own diets.

Bill Hurlburt plants corn (in partnership
with a Canaan dairy farm) on 62 acres on
Cream Hill Road to help feed the 60-plus

bears, flattening and feeding on acres of
corn. The sight of a mother and her ador-
able cubs playing there (and quickly hiding
in the cornfield at the sound of the drone) is
little compensation for the frustrating and
economically damaging activity. Corn seed
and fertilizer are expensive, not to mention
the labor involved in cultivation.

Other local growers had different prob-
lems. For them, it was the usual critters,
only the damage was magnified by the
drought. Animals adapted by attacking
whatever plants made it through the dry
conditions.

So, Larry Stevens’ sweet corn intended
for people was in short supply. “It’s always
been raccoons, but this year it was the gray
squirrel. I've never had a problem like this,”
he said. He lost 90% of one crop, as the
squirrels would climb the stalk and clean

every kernel off the cob. Fortunately for

{«7\\@“\ Larry, this pursuit is more of a hobby,
;7/: *“ he claims.

_ Joyce and Phil Hart
— had a similar issue on
their small tomato and
corn patches. They managed to enjoy
the first crop, but the second crop of
each was enjoyed by the squirrels.
Joyce was philosophical, and specu-
lated, “There were no hawthorn ber-
ries, raspberries, blackberries, or hicko-

£y

ry nuts this year; the squirrels went for

i
%// -
7/l * the tomatoes and the moisture.”

At Ridgway Farm, only the first of four
plantings of corn came in; the rest produced
no ears. Chipmunks decimated the toma-
toes and raccoons ate the melon crop. It
seemed to Gordon Ridgway that if the
plant survived the drought, the critters got
to it. “We've never planted more in any
year and gotten less harvested,” he said.

Bears destroyed 25% of Henry Russ’ corn
crop a couple of years ago, but not much this
year. Instead, it was deer. Squirrels and chip-
munks took the vegetable garden.

With an extremely low statewide acorn
crop, expect deer to munch closer to our
doors and squirrels to crowd the bird feed-
ers this winter. Be prepared. And while
acorns are part of a bear’s diet, with any
luck they’ll be hibernating somewhere—
hopefully Canada. —Tom Barrett

The Lit Scene Now

The cafés in Paris are closed, the roundtable
in the Algonquin is empty, and the Harlem
Renaissance is history. The new literary
scene is right here in Cornwall.

If you think I'm exaggerating, consult
the calendar. It’s full of classes, lectures,
readings, and author signings. And at the
center is the Cornwall Library. Director
Margaret Haske has seen participation in
events grow, in part due to her commit-
ment to maintain a schedule even through
the pandemic. In fact, Cornwall was one of

Stevens, and Robert Terrall (to name a
@ few), as well as many con-

Alicia Crain and Daniel Hedden
Isabelle Clark and David Ott

Welcome

Nathan Robert Tremarzo
to Monika Sopuskova and Kevin J. Tremarzo

Goodbye to a Friend

Erika Carroll

Land Transfers

Billie Jean Washburn, Guy A. Washburn and
Connor R. Washburn to Lemon Properties, LLC,
land with buildings and improvements thereon

at 5 Cherry Hill Road, for $380,750.

Elizabeth Preston to Charles Wareham, land
with improvements thereon at 50 Lower River
Road, for $286,000.

the first libraries in the area to adopt Zoom
as a platform when we could not gather in
person. Margaret began hosting a weekly
“What Are You Reading” session in April
2020, which was quickly followed by Roxa-
na Robinson reading short stories and then
hosting “Cornwall Reads Great Fiction,”
beginning with Madame Bovary.

Roxana is part of the library’s Programs
Committee, which coordinates appearanc-
es, presentations, and events, such as class-
es with Mark Scarbrough (his latest semi-
nar—on novels by Kazuo Ishiguro—had
almost 200 registrants), the annual Books
and Blooms event, and “Cornwall Reads
Cornwall,” which celebrates our long liter-
ary heritage.

Children’s programming has increased
under the direction of Eiseley Kotchoubey,
who joined the library staff about a year
ago, and has initiated weekly playgroup
sessions and after school programs.

Margaret attributes the events’ popular-
ity to the Programs Committee, and also
with the work by Ben Lesch, Kirk Van Tas-
sel, and Cara Weigold, who help promote
the library’s efforts, and offer past events
on the library’s YouTube channel.

Lewis Gannett, William Shirer, James
Thurber, and Mark Van Doren (Shirer
dubbed them “the Cornwall Quartet”),
might be the town’s best-known writers,
but the library includes many works by
other locals as well, including Kurt Ander-
sen, Laurie Colwin, Sally Cook, Jerome
Doolittle, Jane Garmey, Jim Herlihy, Sandy
Neubauer, Joel Simon, Marc Simont, April
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tributors to the Chronicle (including this
month’s editors). These titles are often des-
ignated by a sticker (“local author” or
“Cornwall author”) on the spine. Accord-
ing to Margaret, these are the only physical
items in the library that will remain part of
the permanent collection.

The Cornwall Historical Society has a
wealth of information about Cornwall’s lit-
erary legacy in its own archives (which
were on display at the “Artists & Authors”
exhibit in 2016).

The Wish House has also been the |
spot of numerous literary events, g
as well as stocking a selection of
books by Cornwall residents.

Cornwall continues to be home to a
growing number of publishing profes-
sionals, including designers, editors, il-
lustrators, and publishers. It might —
be true that we have more publish-
ing-related residents per capita than
any other town. But that’s bragging, not
counting. What is true is that Cornwall
continues to be a great place for books and
book lovers of all kinds. —Gregory Galloway

State of Hunting Affairs

Yes, it is hunting season again, the tradi-
tional annual pursuit that comes with a
strong dose of nostalgia. Stories go back to
the colony of New Plymouth, where, in
1627, the first law was created that declared
hunting to be legal.

These days relevant laws are complex
and much more specific. And something
else is different, says Jim Vanicky, foreman
of the Cornwall road crew and an avid out-
doorsman. Hunters in many parts of New
England find themselves on the defense,
especially in those areas where sec-
ond-growth forests have produced a revi-
talized eco-conscious sense of nature. A
growing number of private owners of (le-
gally required) ten-acre minimum parcels
of land refuse permission. “The country is
changing,” Vanicky says. “People come
from the city, they want to see animals.”
Preferably in their own backyards. “In the
old days everybody hunted”, he says.
”“Now we are the minority.”

In theory, it could mean that there is less
competition among hunters, especially
during peak season: from mid-October
through mid-December. Also the state
owns more protected forest land than ever
before and has opened quite a share of it for
hunting, like parts of Mohawk State and
Wyantenock State Forest in Cornwall. And
while the Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEEP) limits the
number of hunters through a lottery-licens-
ing system, the experience can still be iffy,
says Vanicky, a bow-and-arrow and rifle
hunter. When, after having gone into the
woods before sunrise and sitting quietly in
a tree stand for a couple of hours, having
taken all precautions and noting that “the
wind is perfect,” another person walks by.
The noise and smell will disturb the ani-

mals and ruin his day.

Vanicky’s credo is to go only after ani-
mals he uses for food consumption. He
hunts mainly for his state-allowed allot-
ment of deer, called a “bag limit.” It's a
complicated formula that can bring your
total harvest up to six animals per year. The
meat will go in his freezer to be cooked and
eaten at a later time.

Neighboring states like New York and
Massachusetts have enacted bear hunting
seasons in order to keep the population of
the species—which has no natural preda-
tors—in check, but if the land
of steady habits follows, Van-
icky won't participate. He’s
in favor of bear hunting, but
he sampled bear meat once
)) and didn’t like its taste. And

trophy kills are not his thing.
—Juergen Kalwa

Cornwall Briefs

> o Cannabis Establishment li-
censes have started being is-
sued by the state, but as of No-
vember 1, Cornwall has placed
a one-year moratorium on permits involv-
ing the production or sale of cannabis. Ac-
cording to Planning & Zoning Chair Anna
Timell, the moratorium will give P&Z time
to develop regulations around the 14 differ-
ent types of licenses, as well as communi-
ty-related issues including regulations. A
public forum is expected to be scheduled.

¢ Annual Town Meeting will be held in per-
son on November 4 at 7:30 p.m. at Cornwall
Consolidated School. Agenda includes the
adoption of the five-year Capital Plan and
reports from various committees and boards.
e A five-year Capital Plan for fiscal years
2024-2028 was approved in October by the
selectmen for a total of $3,520,000.

* River Road closure: The town will be do-
ing a rebuild of a 40-foot section of embank-
ment on River Road below Push ‘em Up
Farm. The section will be closed to through
traffic for two to three days early in No-
vember. See the town website for details.

* West Cornwall Waste Water Committee:
Meetings have resumed and locations are
being scouted after the WMC engineering
contract for the project was approved for a
fee of $350,000. —Jacque Schiller
e Sharon Hospital Hearing Postponed: It
may seem like an indirect path from the

maternity unit to the ICU, but both are un-
der threat as part of Nuvance’s “transfor-
mative plan” to slash services at Sharon
Hospital. Though not officially stated, doc-
tors at a community roundtable last month
suggested that closing maternity is a pre-
requisite to cutting hours in the ICU and
downgrading it to a “PCU” (progressive
care unit).

Whether Nuvance can legally do this is
up to Connecticut’s Office of Health Strategy
(OHS), which scheduled a long-awaited
hearing for mid-October, but postponed it
just days before, due in part to the volume of
public testimony already submitted. Check
savesharonhospital.org for the latest.

— Jane Carlen
* Cornwall’s Little Guild is growing its
impact. After 30 years of operating out of a
converted home, Northwest Connecticut’s
largest no-kill animal shelter has hired
Hamden-based architectural firm Silver,
Petrucelli & Associates to design a new fa-
cility on its existing site on Sharon-Goshen
Turnpike. Construction is expected to begin
in 2023, depending on the success of fund-
raising efforts and the cooperation of the
supply chain.

According to Karen Doeblin, board
president, the new building is not expected
to be larger than the present one, yet will
expand the Little Guild’s capacity to receive
and place more dogs and cats. It will pro-
vide a quarantine area, a quieter, healthier
environment for the animals, room for
training and education, improved staff and
volunteer facilities, and larger outdoor ar-
eas. Doeblin exclaimed, “We are thrilled to
be able to stay in Cornwall; there is no place
like home!” —Bob Myers
e The Cornwall Housing Forum on October
19 gave a good look at what Cornwall has
done about housing and what is in the works.
The main barriers are cost and availability.

Jocelyn Ayer, director of the Litchfield
County Center for Housing Opportunities,
said there are about 3,300 affordable housing
units available in the county, all occupied.
Forty-six percent of young adults live with
their parents, not always because they want
to, but because there are so few places to rent.

Jessica Brackman, Cornwall’s housing
advocate, said a diverse population is critical
to Cornwall’s success as a community. Her
own experience in business and as a social
worker gives her a broad range of skills to
counsel people looking for housing and
those looking to stay in affordable housing.
Jessica works closely with Heather Dinneen,
Cornwall’s social services director.

The depth of Cornwall’s existing and
hoped-for affordable housing is laid out
in “It's About Community,” the town’s
comprehensive housing plan. See also
cornwallhousingcorporation.com.

And now the good news: The ARPA
grant program has awarded $400,000 to the
Cornwall Housing Corporation. And P&Z
gets into the act with plans to permit multi-fam-
ily homes, co-housing, and condos.

—Lisa L. Simont
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Events & Announcements

Voter Registration Session: Tuesday, No-
vember 1, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. The deadline
for voter registration is November 1 to vote
in the midterm election on November 8.

Beginner Tai Chi Ch’uan class: Wednes-
days from 5 to 6 .M., town hall. First class:
November 2. Cost: $50/month (first class is
free). For more information: call 672-6726,

or davidcolbert7@gmail.com.

Daylight Saving Time Ends: Don’t forget
to turn your clocks back one hour at 2 A.m.
on Sunday, November 6.

At the Cornwall Library o

The Grumbling Gryphons %)
Traveling Children’s Theater‘(s
will lead a two-part drama .
workshop where children ages
6 and up can learn American =
Sign Language through dra-
matic parts in The Myth of Perse-
phone: How the Seasons Came to [r
Be. $30 per participant. Satur- ) § .\
day and Sunday, November 5, AR
and 6, from 2 to 4 p.m., with a public perfor-
mance on Sunday at 3:30 P.M.

The Cornwall Library’s inaugural annu-
al literary fundraiser will celebrate Georgia
O’Keeffe’s birthday on November 12 at 4
r.M. Roxana Robinson, author of the biogra-
phy, Georgia O’Keeffe: A Life, will show
works that illuminate the life of one of
America’s greatest modernist painters. The
event will be both in-person and on Zoom.
It will not be recorded. The fee for in-per-
son attendance (and a signed book) is $155.
The fee for Zoom is $50 (no book). Signed
copies of the book can be bought at the li-
brary in person. Sorry, no mailing!

|

N

Time is Money

Daylight Saving Time might have ended
but here’s a tip on how to spend that extra
hour you earned and keep the light shining
at the Chronicle: write us a check. Or if you
feel inspired, help us write and edit the
Chronicle. Please send checks to P.O. Box 6,
West Cornwall 06796, and other inquiries

to info@cornwallchronicle.org.

! @

Brendan Opgaard continues his free
sessions on Apple products with “Mac Ba-
sics” held at the library on November 13 at
noon. Registration is required.

Mark Scarbrough’s literary series on
Ishiguro continues through November 15
on Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m. until noon.
Registration at cornwalllibrary.org for ei-
ther live or Zoom attendance.

The library will close at 5 r.M. on
Wednesday, November 24, and will reopen
Friday, November 26, at noon.

Join for a children’s .7 mile run around
Cornwall Village at 9 A.m. on Thanksgiving
Day, followed by an adult one-mile run,
also through the Village. There is a $10 reg-
istration fee for ages 11 and up. Refresh-
ments available and T-shirts for sale at $15.

Cornwall Reads Cornwall on Novem-
ber 26 at 4 p.m. in the town hall. This year,
contemporary writers living in Cornwall
will read each other’s work, including Kurt
Andersen, Roxana Robinson, and Phillis
Levin. A reception will follow.

The children’s after-school art program
runs every Thursday at 3:30 p.m. (holidays

excepted).

Deadline for obtaining an absen-

tee ballot is November 7. Ballots are

L available from the town clerk. Com-
pleted ballots can be placed in the
designated secure drop box out-

M side the town clerk’s office or
(W Y

7 can be mailed. Do not take your
ballot to the polls on Election Day.

Election Day: Tuesday, November 8. Polls
are open at town hall from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m.

Park and Recreation: The senior monthly lun-
cheon will be held at the UCC Parish House
on Tuesday, November 8, at noon. Please
RSVP by November 4 to park.recreation@
cornwall.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.

The Cornwall Woman’s Society: Jeremy
Brecher, historian and long-time resident of
the Yelping Hill Community, will present a
short program on the Yelping Hill Commu-
nity on Thursday, November 10, at 10:30
AM. at The Cornwall Library. The event is
free and open to the public.

Free pickleball clinic at new Foote Field
court, November 12, noon until 2 p.Mm.
(weather permitting). Bring water, wear

sneakers. Todd Piker will instruct on scor-

ing and doubles play.

Cornwall Conservation Trust: A panel dis-
cussion on conservation and affordable
housing will be held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, at 3 r.mM. via Zoom. Registration is

required at cornwallconservationtrust.org.
(See insert.)

Trivia Night: The Cornwall Association
will host this friendly competition on No-
vember 20 at 6 p.m. at the library. Details
and pre-registration at cornwallassociation.

org.

The senior monthly breakfast will be
held at the UCC Parish House on Tuesday,
November 22, at 9 a.m. Please RSVP by
November 18.

Art in Cornwall

The Souterrain Gallery will continue to
exhibit “Nature’s Core” photography by
Bela Selendy through November 20. Open
Tuesday through Sunday. A holiday party
celebrating the art is planned for Friday,
December 2, from 5 to 8 p.m.

Duncan Hannah’s works will continue
through November 27 at the library.

The National Iron Bank continues
showcasing Plamen Petkov’s photography.

The Christmas Pageant returns Saturday,
December 10. Details to come in next
month’s issue.
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CORNWALL CONSERVATION TRUST, INC.

presents

A Conversation and Panel Discussion

Cornwall Conservation and Affordable Housing
Share a Common Goal

“...all working hard to steer Cornwall towards a better future...”
—Town of Cornwall POCD 2020

Saturday, November 12, 3pm, via Zoom

Join us for our annual meeting and a conversation with facts and issues
around conservation and affordable housing.

Ingrid Ellen, The Paulette Goddard Professor of Urban Policy and Planning
at New York University, will moderate a panel discussion among Jocelyn
Ayer, Director, Litchfield County Center for Housing Opportunity; Ginni
Block, Chair, Cornwall Housing Corporation; Heidi Cunnick, Chair, Cornwall
Conservation Commission; Bart Jones, President, Cornwall Conservation
Trust; and Anna Timell, Chair, Cornwall Planning & Zoning Commission.

Registration is required via our website:

CornwallConservationTrust.org

Co-Hosted by:
Cornwall Conservation Commission, Cornwall Housing Corporation,
and the Cornwall Planning & Zoning Commission

u

ENJOY. PROTECT.

EST. 1987
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Annual C

December 3, 2022

10 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

United Church of Christ in Cornwall
8 Bolton Hill Road

Local crafts and vendors, Bake Sale, Attic Treasures,
Children’s Shopping Room
Basket Raftle, Suzie’s Sticky Buns!

Pre-ordered wreath will be available for pick-up. To order call the
church office at 860-672-6840.




