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3This Month:  
Mondays:  Integral Qigong Tai Chi Easy, 10–11 am The Union;  Hatha Yoga 
with Nancy Opgaard, 5:30– 6:45 pm The Union; Wednesdays:  Toddler Drop 
In Playgroup, 10:30 am–Noon Library;  After School Art Program 3:30–5 pm 
Library;  Yoga for Healthy Bones, 5–6:15 pm The Union;  Tai Chi Long Form, 
5:30–7 pm Town Hall; Thursdays:  Rita Delgado Storytime 10:30 am–Noon 
Library; Saturdays:  All Levels Vinyasa Yoga, 9–10 am Union.

1 2

29 30

thanksgiving

veterans day

 Job Fair 
4–7 pm Mohawk Mountain

 Calligraphy and 
Multi-Media Workshop
10–11:30 am Library  

 Film Screening All Time
 7 pm Mohawk Mountain
 Special Town Meeting 

7:30 pm CCS

  Watercolor Basics
  10–11:30 am Library

 Storytime 
10:30–Noon Library

   Job Fair 2:30–6:30 pm 
Mohawk Mountain

 Evening w/ Robert Dance
5 pm Library & Zoom 
 Film: All Time 

7 pm Mohawk Mountain

 Daylight Saving Time Ends 
 Hatha Yoga 

with Nancy Opgaard 
9–10:30 am The Union

 Voter Registration 
9 am–5 pm Town Hall

 Election Day 
6 am–8 pm Town Hall 

 Arthurian Seminar 10:30 
am–12:30 pm Library/Zoom 

 Election Day Lunch 
11 am–2 pm 

🖥 UCC Parish House 
Inland Wetlands 7 pm Zoom 
🖥         Board of Selectmen 

7:30 pm Zoom

 Hatha Yoga 
8:30–9:45 am The Union

 Calligraphy and 
Multi-Media Workshop
10–11:30 am Library  

    Watercolor Basics
  10–11:30 am Library

 Storytime
10:30–Noon Library

  Sally Van Doren Artist 
Reception: Seeing Words, 

Asemic Art 
5–7 pm Library

 Hatha Yoga 
with Nancy Opgaard 

9–10:30 am The Union 
 Poetry and Art: 

A Creative Writing 
Workshop with 

Sally Van Doren 
1–3 pm Library

 Park & Recreation
6:30 pm Town Hall

  Arthurian Legends 
  Seminar 10:30 am–

12:30 pm Library/Zoom
 Community/Senior Lunch 
Noon UCC Parish House
🖥 WC Septic Comm. 5 pm 
Zoom 🖥 Planning & Zoning 

Comm. 7 pm Library 
🖥 Housatonic River Comm. 

7:30 pm Zoom

 Hatha Yoga 
8:30–9:45 am The Union 
 Board of Education

4:15 pm CCS
🖥 Region One ABC 

Committee 7 pm Zoom
 Deadline:

December Chronicle Copy

 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting 

9 am Library
 Parent-Child Book Group

6 pm Library   
🖥  Board of Finance

7 pm Zoom

 Calligraphy and 
Multi-Media Workshop
10–11:30 am Library  

    Watercolor Basics
    10–11:30 am Library
 International Poetry Day 

2 pm Library and Zoom
 Cornwall Conservation 
Trust Annual Meeting with 

Doug Tallamy 
4–5 pm Zoom  

 Friendsgiving Potluck & 
Movie Night 5 pm CCS

 Hatha Yoga 
with Nancy Opgaard 

9–10:30 am The Union
         🖥 Board of Selectmen

    7:30 pm Zoom
 Turkey Trot Fun Run 

9 am Library
 Light up the Tree 

5 pm Cornwall Bridge

    Elizabth Kasevich 
    Reception

3–5 pm Souterrain Gallery
 Hand-woven Pillow 

Pop-up Store 
4–7 pm Ingersoll 

Showroom
 Cornwall CT Reads 

Cornwall UK 4 pm Town 
Hall / Zoom

🖥 ZBA* 
7 pm Zoom

 Community/Senior
Breakfast

9 am Parish House
🖥 Economic Development 

Commission Meeting 
7:30 pm Zoom

 Hatha Yoga 
8:30–9:45 am The Union

The Cornwall 
Politics Quiz

Political division and mistrust are rampant 
at a state and national level, but far from the 
case in Cornwall. Some newcomers may ar-
gue that there is no such thing as Cornwall 
politics. But we’ve had our small-town mo-
ments of political turmoil past and present. 
Remember these? 

1. Municipal elections in the ‘70s and ‘80s 
were closely contested and expensive af-
fairs with lots of direct mail and space ad-
vertising. Dems largely financed their cam-
paigns by:
a.	Appealing to wealthy part-timers.
b.	Door-to-door solicitations.
c.	 Ice cream socials.
d.	Large parties featuring drinking and 

gambling.

2. In the summer of 2021, P&Z proposed 
zoning changes allowing more home 
businesses in residential zones. These 
changes were:

a.	Opposed by a uniformed group 
called “Comrades of Cornwall.”

b.	Tabled for future consideration.
c.	Narrowly approved in a referen-

dum.
d.	Unanimously passed by P&Z with-

out any town vote.

3. In 2005 Republican Rick Lynn lost his 
P&Z seat to Democrat Doc Simont. Howev-
er, Doc resigned in favor of Rick. The rea-
son?
a.	Rick’s claim that “voting machines were 

rigged” was upheld in court.
b.	Doc wanted to spend more time golfing.
c.	 Doc felt that Rick’s experience as a pro-

fessional planner would better serve 
the board.

4. The “Bridgegate” controversy was:
a.	A state proposal in 1969 to replace the 

West Cornwall covered bridge with a 
cement bridge.

b.	Connecticut DOT’s plan to paint the 
covered bridge gray, as reported here 
(April 2015).

c.	 The selectmen’s decision to replace 
the historic concrete Cogswell Bridge 
with an aluminum roadside barrier.

d.	 A design to raise the railings of the 
“other bridge” in CB in order to dis-
courage suicides.

5. The 2000 presidential election (Bush 
v. Gore) was notable in town because:
a.	 A Republican, Andy Roraback, re-
ceived more votes than any candi-
date.

b.	Green party candidates Ralph 
Nader and Audrey Cole did 
spectacularly well.

c.	 An old town tradition—vote, eat soups, 
and schmooze—was revived.

d.	All of the above

6. First Selectman Gordon Ridgway has an 
impressive number of election victories, 
only some of which have been opposed. 
What are the numbers of each?

a. 16/4      b. 14/6      c. 15/2      d. 12/3

7. The meadow next to the United Church 
of Christ was once the site of Rumsey Hall, 
a landmark Greek Revival building given 
to the town in 1987. Its future use led to a 
series of political disputes including Rum-
sey being:
a.	Designed as senior housing, a plan de-

feated in a referendum.
b.	Sold by the town in 1996 for $400,000.
c.	 Turned into a gym and dance hall by the 

owner.
d.	Demolished in 2010 by a guy named 

Vinnie from Goshen.

ANSWERS: 1-d; 2-d (vote not required); 3-c; 4-c; 5-d; 6-a (op-
posed by Ray Augustyn in 1993, Roger Kane in 2001, Becky Hurl-
burt in 2005 and K. C. Baird in 2013. The record is 17 terms by 
legendary Town Clerk Kay Fenn); 7-d (planned as new town offic-
es, sold for $150,000, turned into a dangerous eyesore by neglect. 
Vinnie was operating a giant Hitachi excavator).

—Ed Ferman
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Welcome
Hank William Zimany 

to Nicole S. and Steven A. Zimany

Goodbye to Friends 
Constance Lenore Rakity

Land Transfers 
Joseph Bowery to Jill Ilan Berger Inbar and 

Tomer J. Inbar, 3 acres of land 
on River Road, for $10,000.

Frank and Lynn Booth to Lee Newman, 9.705 
acres of land on Everest Hill Road, for $60,000.

Lemon Properties, LLC to Jennifer A. Walsh and 
Matthew C. Petrillo, land with improvements 
thereon at 5 Cherry Hill Road, for $1,025,000.

Q&A with Peter J. Del Tredici
I recently had the opportunity to 
talk with Peter J. Del Tredici, au-
thor of Wild Urban Plants of the 
Northeast: A Field Guide, about our 
changing local landscape and what 
the future might look like for our 
plants and trees. Here is what he 
told me:
	 Q: As our landscape changes—
from climate change, diseases, inva-
sives—what species of plants and 
trees do you see surviving or becom-
ing more dominant in the coming 
years/decades?
	 A: This is a difficult question be-
cause everything is in flux. For exam-
ple, both ash and elm trees are still 
reproducing from seed, but they are 
dying at a much younger age than 
they used to. Sugar maples seem to be do-
ing OK, but they are increasingly vulnera-
ble to pathogens as winters get warmer 
and summers drier. Fast growing species 
like black birch, black cherry, and red ma-
ple are flourishing.
	 Q: Are there specific plants and trees 
we should be embracing or planting to 
better withstand the effects of change?
	 A: Red and white oaks are great trees, 
are holding their own, and seem to have 
recovered from the recent spongy moth 
infestation. Hickories are also holding 
their own and don’t seem particularly sus-
ceptible to pests and pathogens. In the 
landscape around your house, I recom-
mend planting native species, as well as 
some non-natives that are resistant to 
pests and diseases, such as ginkgo, stewar-
tia and the panicle hydrangea. If you have 
room for a large tree, I recommend plant-
ing the bald cypress (Taxodium distichum) 
from the Southeast because it grows well 
in Cornwall and seems to be well-adapted 
to our changing climate. It’s a swamp spe-
cies in its native habitat, but it grows well 
on dry ground.
	 Q: Another unwanted consequence 
of climate change is the appearance of 
more and different invasive species. 
How should we think about them; is 
there something we should be doing 
about them?
	 A: It’s important to recognize that inva-
sive species are typically a symptom of en-
vironmental degradation rather than a 
cause. Landscapes that have been 
created by human activities to pro-
mote prosperity—farming, log-
ging, road construction, home 
building and business develop-
ment—wipe out existing vege-
tation and open the door for 
non-native species adapted to colo-
nizing such disturbances. Once es-
tablished, invasives typically 
spread from the edges of the dis-
turbance into the surrounding 
woodlands.
	 While people can control the 

spread of invasive species on their own 
property through normal mainte-
nance activities, there are very few 
examples of successfully controlling 
invasives at the landscape scale. Sim-
ilarly, people can and should plant 

native species in their gardens, but 
the impacts of such plantings sel-

dom spread beyond its borders. 
      It’s hard to say what we can 
do about the problem of inva-
sive species given that they are 
much better adapted to cli-
mate change than many of 
our native species. Like them 
or not, they have become the 
“flora of the future” as cli-

mate change impacts become 
more pronounced.

 —Bob Meyers

Hawaii: 
Closer Than You Think

In late September, a group from Hawaii 
visited Cornwall to explore the island’s 
longstanding connection to town, a bond 
that has its origins in the story of a native 
Hawaiian who lived and died here in the 
early 1800s.
	 Fifteen-year-old Henry Opuka-
ha’ia fled Hawaii after his parents 
were killed in 1808. He sailed to New 
Haven, where he met Edwin Dwight 
from Yale Divinity School. Dwight 
taught Opukaha’ia to read and 
write English, and introduced 
him to a group of preachers 
who saw an opportunity to con-
vert “heathens” and use them as 
missionaries to their native peoples. 
On October 29, 1816, the American 
Board of Commissioners for For-
eign Missions established the 
first Foreign Mission School in 
Cornwall Village, which was se-
lected due to available land 
(owned by Yale), proximity, and sup-
port of the local population. 
	 Classes began in May 1817, with 12 stu-
dents, almost half from Hawaii. The stu-
dents spent seven hours a day studying 

math, science, and theology, as well as 
English, French, Greek, and Latin. 
They were also required to attend 
church and prayer sessions, tend the 
gardens and fields, and “make im-
provements to the school’s lands.” The 

school quickly became an import-
ant part of the Protestant reli-

gious revival known as the 
Second Great Awakening.
  During his time in Cornwall, 

Opukaha’ia began working on a 
Hawaiian dictionary, grammar, 
and spelling book (his native lan-
guage was unwritten at the time), 
as well as a translation of the 
book of Genesis. Unfortunately, 
he would not live to complete his 
project.

	 Twenty-six-year-old Opukaha’ia died 
from typhus fever in 1818 in what is now 
the Gracey house, and was buried in Corn-
wall. Lyman Beecher provided a sermon 
at the burial. Within a matter of months, 
Edwin Dwight had published Memoirs of 
Henry Obookiah (a Hawaiian language edi-
tion was published in 1867), and in 1820 

the first missionaries departed for the is-
lands, including nine students from the 

Foreign Mission School.
	   The school closed in 1826 after 

opposition to the marriages of local 
women to two Cherokee alumni. 
The wedding of Elias Boudinot 
(who had taken the name of the 
founding father who sponsored 
him at the Foreign Mission School) 
and Harriet Gold was met with a 
violent mob who threatened the 
lives of the couple and burned 
them in effigy (Barb Gold, who 
accompanied the visiting group, 
remembers hearing the stories 

about her distant relatives, who 
fled town and moved to Georgia). 
	 First Selectman Gordon Ridgway 
(elected in 1991) oversaw the exhumation 
and repatriation of Opukaha’ia’s body in 
1993 when Opukaha’ia’s relatives re-
turned him home. He was interred at Ka-
hikolu Church, the third church estab-
lished in Hawaii inspired by Henry 
Opukaha’ia’s life in Cornwall.
	 Thirty years later, Gordon provided a 
tour to the visitors, including two of the 
descendants of Opukaha’ia’s family. The 
visit began at the historical society, then to 
Town Hall, the Gracey house (who showed 
a portrait of Opukaha’ia that continues to 
hang in the house), and the Steward house 
(designated a National Historic Landmark 
in 2016), which is the only remaining 
structure of the Foreign Mission School.
	 While Opukaha’ia spent less than two 
years in Cornwall, his legacy has lasted 
more than two centuries, and secured a 
bond between our small village and the 
big island.	           —Gregory Galloway
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(continued on page 4)

Skunkie
My mother believed that animals respond-
ed to human voices, and anyone who 
works with animals knows she was right. 
So when a baby skunk fell through the 
window into our basement, my mother 
knew what to do. She’d heard that 
skunks can’t spray if they are 
picked up by the tail, which 
makes sense—the spray glands 
are inside the anus—but might 
not be true. She had to do some-
thing: the tiny skunk marched 
bravely around the basement, 
hoping its mother would save 
him. But it was my mother in-
stead. She lifted him gently by the 
tail and carried him up the stairs, 
crooning, “You’re all right, skunkie, 
you’re all right.” Outside, she set 
him down on the lawn and off he wad-
dled. No spray.
	 Skunks are members of the family Me-
phitidae. They’re small mammals, weigh-
ing from 2 to 12 pounds, and about 15 to 
40 inches long. They have good hearing 
but poor eyesight, and live for only six or 
seven years. They spend the winter in 
dens, though don’t actually hibernate. 
They are good-natured, docile creatures, 
and make good pets. They are strikingly 
beautiful, with thick black fur, wide white 
side stripes and plumy tails. Despite their 
beauty and affability, they are held in bad 
odor because of their defense system. 
	 Our Cornwall skunks are Mephitis Me-
phitis, which means very, very smelly. A 
threatened skunk responds with an aerial 
attack: glands within the anus release a 
pungent and volatile oil. He is reluctant to 
do this: skunks can only produce five or 
six doses at a time, and it takes days to re-
plenish. So, the spray is a last resort, de-
ployed only after two warning signals: 
stamping the feet and raising the tail. Fi-
nally, he uses the spray, which he can send 
10 to 15 feet. Most dog owners have expe-
rienced the results of this, and everyone, 
including me, thinks that tomato juice 
eliminates the smell. Wikipedia says we 
only think it does; that actually our nasal 
glands just become fatigued. 
	 Skunks are omnivorous, and useful in 
the garden. They eat crickets, beetles, and 
grasshoppers, though, sadly, also bees, 
reptiles, and fish. They are nocturnal, and 
usually solitary, though in the spring a 
mother skunk will lead a line of tiny 
striped babies across her domain, add-
ing a note of surreal beauty to the 
crepuscular landscape.
	 Once, heading for the house, I 
heard a steady rhythm being 
thumped out nearby. Aural detective 
work located it in the garbage bin, 
which had a top lid and a side door. I 
lifted the lid. At the bottom of the 
empty can was a lone skunk, tap-
ping out an SOS. “You’re all right, 
skunkie,” I said. I shut the lid and 

opened the door. Slowly I lowered the can 
onto its side, talking all the while. I stood 
to one side so he could see that the way out 
was clear. He tapped delicately down the 
slanting side and once on the ground he 

set off for the woods, waving his plumy 
tail. No spray.           —Roxana Robinson

Cornwall Briefs
• Road Repair Vote. On Novem-
ber 3, Cornwall registered voters 
and property owners (even if reg-
istered to vote elsewhere) can vote 
on an appropriation of several 

hundred thousand dollars to repair 
the retaining wall at the junction of 
River Road and Route 128. Voting 
will be in person at the special town 
meeting at Cornwall Consolidated 

School, at 7:30 p.m. If passed, the two-
month project will start in mid-November, 
and result in closing the entrance to River 
Road during the day, but not at night or on 
weekends. The annual town meeting 
scheduled for November 17 has been post-
poned.
• Third Time’s a Charm? Ted Lar-
son, operator of the Cornwall 
Transfer Station, has been trying 
to establish a composting station 
since May. Two earlier applica-
tions with the Connecticut De-
partment of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection (DEEP) were 
rejected due to turtle protection 
in the adjacent wetland, and the 
need for more “engineering” 
information about the proposed 
site. Given that the town cur-
rently generates approximately 
seven tons of garbage every 
week—and pays $120/ton to ship our trash 
and recycling out of state —Ted and crew 
want to reduce town costs and provide 
great “recycled” fertilizer through com-
posting. September’s submission is await-
ing action by DEEP.
• Clear Water at Cornwall Consolidated 
School: Principal Leanne Maguire credits 
the students, parents, and families, teach-
ers, school staff, and maintenance workers 
for coming together to weather the recent 
finding of trace E. Coli bacteria in school 
water. This led to a temporary suspension 
of drinking water at the school, the distri-
bution of bottled water, careful handwash-
ing, and widespread use of hand sanitiz-

ers. The bacteria was discovered as 
part of routine scheduled monitor-
ing of the water supply and, 
working with the state Depart-
ment of Health, safety provisions 

were implemented on September 
25 with immediate notification to 

the entire school community. Now, 
after treatment with chlorine of the 
entire system, assiduous flushing to 
wash out the chlorine, and serial 
testing and retesting, the health de-
partment gave the all-clear notifica-

tion on October 6. No cases of gastrointes-
tinal or other illnesses potentially related 
to this bacteria were detected. Principal 
Maguire was especially impressed by her 
young students who understood, accept-
ed, and effectively implemented the re-
quired changes, and supported each other 
and the school staff in their efforts to keep 
everyone safe and continue seamlessly 
with their mission of teaching and learn-
ing. 			        —Will Treem

Events & Announcements
Mohawk Mountain 
	     A job fair will be held on No-
vember 1, from 4 to 7 p.m., and Novem-
ber 4, from 2:30 to 6:30 p.m. Now hiring 
for the upcoming season. Open to ev-
eryone, no registration needed. Visit 
mohawkmtn.com for more informa-
tion.
   Warren Miller’s 74th documentary 
film, All Time, will screen November 3 
and 4. Doors open at 6 p.m., show 

starts at 7 p.m. Purchase tickets ($15) at 
mohawkmtn.com/warren-miller.

At the Cornwall Library
	 Storytime with Rita Delgado: Saturday, 
November 4, from 10:30 a.m. until noon.
	 Calligraphy and Multi Media Work-
shop with Collette Hurst: Friday, No-
vember 3, 10, and 17, from 10 until 11:30 
a.m. $75 for all three sessions (payable to 
the instructor at class). Learn several 
styles of lettering from simple to deco-
rated script and add personalized draw-
ings. Students of all levels welcome. 
Register at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Watercolor Basics: Simple Techniques 
and Tips, Part Two, with Collette Hurst: 
Saturday, November 4, 11, and 18, from 10 
until 11:30 a.m. Learn the basics of water-
color using creative techniques, tips, and 
unusual tools to simplify the process. Stu-
dents of all levels welcome. $75 includes all 
three sessions—payable to the instructor at 
class. Register at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Author Talk: Saturday, November 4, at 
5 p.m. Robert Dance, author of Ferocious 
Ambition: Joan Crawford’s March to Stardom, 
and Dan Dwyer, owner of Johnnycake 
Books in Salisbury, will discuss Crawford’s 
relentless ambition and colorful private 

CVFD Monthly Activity 
Eight fire calls for October including:

•	Mutual aid to Sharon Fire Dept. for a 
structure fire;

•	Mutual aid to Millerton for a gas 
leak;

•	3 false alarms.
There were also 13 emergency medical calls.

Fire Chief Will Russ’s 
safety tip for fall: 

Get your chimney cleaned and don’t put 
ashes on your porch. Put them in a metal 
can away from structures.   
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
	 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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life. Book signing afterward. Also via 
Zoom.
	 Poetry and Art: A Creative Writ-
ing Workshop with Sally Van 
Doren. Sunday, November 12, 
from 1 to 3 p.m. An immersive 
workshop designed to gener-
ate writing through discovering 
and nurturing our poetic voices. 
Participants should bring a photo-
graph or image of an artwork that 
sparked their interest. Registration is 
required at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Parent Child Book Group: first meet-
ing on November 16 at 6 p.m. Intended 
for grades 3 to 5, capped at 10 children. 
Refreshments and discussion guides will 
be provided. Register at cornwalllibrary.
org. One complimentary copy of the book 
per family will be provided.
	 International Poetry Day. Saturday, 
November 18, at 2 p.m. A live-Zoom hybrid 
bi-annual poetry event. Join poets from 
around the world reading live in the li-
brary. If you would like to read, contact 
ccArshagra.com. Registration is required 
at cornwalllibrary.org. 
	 Turkey Trot Fun Run: Join the Cornwall 
Library for a run on Thanksgiving Day, No-
vember 23 at 9 a.m. $10 entry for those over 
age 10, free to those under age 10. Register 
at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 “Cornwall CT Reads Cornwall UK.” 
November 25, at 4 p.m. at the Town Hall 
and via Zoom. (See insert.)
	 Holiday hours: Cornwall Library will 
close at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, November 22, 
and reopen on Saturday, Nov. 25, at 10 a.m.

Daylight Saving Time Ends: Turn your 
clocks back one hour at 2 a.m. on Sunday, 
November 5.

Voter Registration Session: 
The registrars of voters will 
hold a voter enrollment session 
at Town Hall on Pine Street on 
Monday, November 6, from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. This session is for anyone 
who has become 18 years old, or a Unit-

ed States citizen, or a resident of Cornwall 
between October 31 and November 5 in-
clusive.

Elections: Tuesday, November 7, at Town 
Hall, 24 Pine Street, from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Vote for local offices, including selectmen, 
town clerk, treasurer, tax collector, and 

board officers.

Election Day Lunch returns 
after a three-year hiatus! 
Tuesday, November 7, from 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the UCC 
Parish House. Soups, rolls, des-

serts, and beverages will be 
served. Donations benefit the Corn-
wall Food and Fuel Bank.

Art in Cornwall
	 Art Show and Sale at the Corn-

wall Library: “Seeing Words, Asemic 
Art” by Sally Van Doren. Artist’s reception 
on November 11, from 5 to 7 p.m., includ-
ing poetry reading and artist’s talk at 6 p.m. 
Sally Van Doren presents works on paper 
that explore the conceptual terrain created 
when words become image. Through De-
cember 30. Register for the opening at 
cornwalllibrary.org.
	 The Souterrain Gallery will continue 
to exhibit works by the Rev. Dr. Mark 
Bozzuti-Jones and Dr. Kathy Bozzu-
ti-Jones of Trinity Retreat Center through 
November 19.
	 Saturday, November 25, from 3 to 5 
p.m., opening reception of works by Eliza-
beth Kasevich at Souterrain.
	 At the Toll House/Ian Ingersoll Show-
room, “Relational Mechanics,” new works 
by photographer Bela Selendy will be on 
view through November 30.

Park and Recreation
	 The community/senior 
monthly luncheon will be at 
the UCC Parish House on 
Tuesday, November 14, at 
noon. Please RSVP by Novem-

ber 10. Call/text 860-480-0600 or 
park.recreation@cornwallct.gov.

     A Friendsgiving Potluck and Movie 
Night on November 18 at CCS. Dinner at 5 
p.m. Mac ‘n cheese, chicken tenders, and 
drinks provided. Bring something to share. 
Family-friendly film at 6:30 p.m. Wear jam-
mies, tote a pillow and a blanket.
	 The community/senior monthly break-
fast will be at the UCC Parish House on 
Tuesday, November 28, at 9 a.m. Please 
RSVP by November 24.

Cornwall Conservation Trust: Annual 
meeting and speaker, Saturday, November 
18, at 4 p.m. via Zoom. Following a short 
business meeting, Doug Tallamy of Home-
grown National Park will discuss a plan to 
support life, sequester carbon, feed polli-
nators, and manage water using our own 
yards and properties. Registration is re-
quired at CornwallConservationTrust.org.

Light up the Tree: Friday, November 24, 
promptly at 5 p.m. at the Cornwall Bridge 
green (intersection of routes 4 and 7). 

Hand-woven Pillow Pop-up Store at In-
gersoll Showroom, Saturday, November 
25, from 4 to 7 p.m.

The Food Pantry continues to serve an av-
erage of 36 households each week and 
needs donations and support. (See insert.)

The Annual Christmas Fair returns Satur-
day, December 2, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
UCC. (See insert.) 

Some Things Never Change
While the leaves and our clocks are chang-
ing, the Chronicle continues each month, 
keeping us informed and entertained. Our 
hard-working teams of writers and editors 
make it happen and you can contribute by 
sending a check to P.O. Box 6, West Corn-
wall 06796.





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    
 
 
 
 

Annual Christmas Fair 
 

Saturday, December 2, 2023 
10 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

United Church of Christ in Cornwall 
8 Bolton Hill Road 

 

Local crafts and vendors, Cookies galore, Attic Treasures, 
Children’s Shopping Room 

Basket Raffle, Apple Pie Contest, Crèche display, and 
Soup/Chili take-out! 

 

Pre-ordered wreaths will be available for pick-up. To order call the 
church office at 860-672-6840. 



Animal Services 
 
Little Guild of St. Francis 
860-672-6346 
littleguild.org 
 
Animal Control Officer dogs/cats 
Lee Sohl  
860-488-6476 
 
Nuisance Wildlife Removal 
860-318-1778 
 
Apparel, Gifts, & Home 
Décor 
 
3 Guys Ski & Ride 
860-248-3036 
Threeguysskiandride.com 
 
MMS Outfitters at Mohawk 
Mountain 
860-672-6100 
mohawkmtn.com 
 
The Plaid Rooster 
860-248-3040 
Plaidroosterco.com 
 
The Wish House 
860-672-2969 
wishhouse.com 
 
Appliances & Electrical 
Services 
 
Cornwall Electric Company 
860-672-6124 
cornwallelectricco.com 
 
Valley View Services 
860-308-1306 
 
Hedden Electric 
860-672-2917 
 
Hilltop Electric, LLC  
860-672-6855 
 
 

Litchfield Hills Solar  
860-868-6047 
litchfieldhillssolar.com 
 
Starlight Lamp Repair 
860-672-0322 
 
Architects 
 
John Harding 
860-672-6255 
johnhardingarchitect.com 
 
Keskinen Architects  
860-480-5711 
keskinenarchitects.com 
 
Patrick Scott Mulberry 
860-672-0392 
pmulberry.homestead.com 
 
Richard Swift Campbell 
860-672-0560 
 
Arts, Antiques, & Crafts 
 
Cornwall Bridge Pottery 
860-946-9679 
cbpots.com 
 
Housatonic Fine Art and 
Framing 
860-619-8097 
 
Jane Herold Pottery 
845-304-8208 
janeherold.com 
 
Lost Art Workshops  
860-672-6000 
lostartworkshops.com 
 
Michael Trapp Inc. 
Antiques/Garden Design 
860-672-6098 
michaeltrapp.com 
 
Milkhouse Pottery 
860-672-6369 
milkhousepottery.net 
 
Peter Busby, Sculpture 
860-672-2543 
peterbusby.com 
 
Richard Griggs, Thingmaker 
860-672-6209 
rgthingmaker.com 

Souterrain Gallery 
860-672-2969 
souterraingallery.net 
 
Spotted Dog Gallery 
860-248-3038 
 
The Clock Shop 
860-672-6229 
 
Tim Prentice 
860-672-6728 
timprentice.com 
 
Wallace Harding, Artist 
860-672-6255 
wallaceharding.com 
 
Auto Services 
 
Charles’ Big & Small 
Equipment 
860-480-6495 
 
Hall’s Garage 
860-672-6289 
hallsgaragect.com 
 
Kent Road Motorsports 
860-866-4632 
kentroadmotorsports.com 
 
Professional Services 
 
C&M Carting Solution 
860-790-0671 
Cmcartingsolutions.com 
 
Deirdre Fischer 
Branching Out/Educational 
860-335-4150 
branchoutcoach@gmail.com 
 
Digital and Sums 
Bookkeeping 
860-672-3487 
 
Joanne Windas 
Financial Advisor 
203-313-2764 
 
Karl on Wheels Moving Experts 
860-499-0406 
Karlonwheels.com 
 
Liz Liaison Interior Deco 
860-499-8758 
Lizliaison.com 

 
Max Ule, MBA 
Investment Advisor 
Wellington Shields & Co. 
LLC 
860-672-6235 
Max.ule@wellingtonshields.com 
 
Molly Hinchman PhD, 
Clinical Psychologist 
860-672-6386 
drhinchman.com 
 
National Iron Bank 
860-672-6623 
ironbank.com 
 
Thunderhorse Creative 
Signs & Graphics 
860-672-6844 
thunderhorsecreative.com 
 
Carpenters, Builders, 
Contractors 
 
Beal Home Improvement 
262-914-7187 
 
Bo Barrett Painting 
860-672-6441 
 
Chimney Rock Construction 
860-248-9684 
 
Cornwall Bridge Granite 
Company 
860-672-4000 
cornwallbridgegranite.com 
 
Cornwall Hardwood Floors 
860-672-6057 
 
Cornwall Millwork 
860-672-2253 
 
Cornwall Water Company 
860-672-6313 
 
Daval Enterprises 
860-480-5975 
 
Eastern Construction 
Professionals 
860-672-6865 
Easternconstruction 
professionalsllc.com 
 
 



Elwell Construction 
860-672-4302 
 
Flasch Fabrication and Design 
860-672-5678  
 
Fox Painting 
860-672-0192 
 
Frost Excavating 
860-672-6815 
 
Greenview Building & 
Design Company 
860-650-1756 
greenviewco.com 
 
Housatonic Carpentry and 
Remodeling 
860-921-7316 
 
Innovative Construction 
860-672-0221 
 
James Terrall Construction 
860-672-6227 
 
John LaPorta Masonry 
860-672-6987 
 
Larry Saed, Contractor and 
Builder 
860-672-0286 
 
Peter Gorat Jr. Masonry 
and Stonework 
860-671-0813 
 
Peter Russ, Building and 
Carpentry 
860-672-6981 
 
PLS – Plumb/Level/Square 
Contracting Inc. 
860-672-2809 
 
Royal Construction Roofing 
860-672-4949 
 
Thomas Wolf, General 
Contractor 
860-307-8142 
 
Urbanowicz Painting 
860-619-8200 
 
Wade Wolfe Builder 
860-672-6328 

 
Woods Designs, LLC 
860-248-3013 
 
Catering, Specialty Foods, 
Grocery 
 
Blue Gate Farm Bakery 
860-672-0400 
 
Bread & Yoga 
Nancy Opgaard 
203-520-1697 
Nannyopgaard.wixsite.com/website 
 
Cornwall Market 
646-841-9419 
cornwallmarket.com 
 
Dos Primas Catering 
860-946-9495 
dosprimascatering.com 
 
Maiden Cakes 
860-672-0322 
 
Suzie’s Sweets 
860-672-6855 
suziessweetsct.com 
 
Pebbles 
Alex France 
webakeryct@gmail.com 
 
Pink House Pantry and 
Pink House Kitchen 
marina@thepinkhousefoodcompany.com 

917-544-1944  
Coming March 2024 
 
The Local 
thecornwalllocalct.com 
 
Young Love Maple 
860-672-0142 
younglovemaple.com 
 
Childcare 
 
Cornwall Child Center 
860-672-6989 
cornwallchildcenter.org 
 
Community Services 
 
Housatonic Valley 
Association 
860-672-6678 
hvatoday.org 

 
Entertainment 
 
Betsy’s Band 
860-672-6101 
 
Grumbling Gryphons 
Children’s Theater 
860-672-0286 
grumblinggryphons.org 
 
Jive by Five – jazz for any 
occasion 
860-672-0152 
 
Floor, Wall Coverings, 
Furniture 
 
Chestnut Woodworking & 
Antique Flooring 
860-672-4300 
chestnutwoodworking.com 
 
Housatonic Valley Rug Shop 
860-672-6134 
 
Ian Ingersoll Cabinetmakers 
860-672-6334 
ianingersoll.com 
 
TYClean Carpet and 
Upholstery Cleaning 
860-672-6043 
 
 
Gas Station 
 
 
Haris & Ayesha Food Mart 
and Citgo Station 
860-672-0411 
 
 
Graphic, Marketing, & Web 
Design Services 
 
C Designs by Cara Weigold 
860-307-7077 
cdesignsbycaraweigold.com 
 
One Eleven Group 
860-672-0043 
oneeleven-group.com 
 
Rocco Botto, Web Design 
860-671-1891 
roccobotto.com 
 

Hardware & Building 
Materials 
 
Northeast Building Supply 
860-672-4000 
nbslumber.com 
 
Landscaping & Gardens 
 
Chimney Rock Gardens 
860-248-9685 
 
Garden Keep 
860-672-6308 
gardenkeepct.com 
 
Hedden Landcare 
860-672-2569 
 
Megan Mollica Gardens 
860-248-8882 
 
Reliability Plus Property 
Care, LLC 
860-672-4240 
reliabilityplus.net 
 
Scoville Landscaping and 
Tree Service 
860-672-0031 
scovilletree.com 
 
Town Hill Landscaping and 
Tree Company 
860-672-3169 
 
Williamson’s Equipment 
860-672-6042 
 
Personal Care Products/
Services 
 
Belter Physical Therapy 
Caitlin Belter Evans 
PT,DPT,ATC,CSCS 
860-748-3791 
Belterphysicaltherapy.com 
 
CLT Therapeutic Massage 
Irene Mardal, LMT 
203-448-9184 
 
Danica Physical Therapy/
Pilates 
Benta Dahl-Busby PT,DPT, NCPT 
Sabina Busby PT,DPT,WCS,CSCS 
860-397-5363 
danicacenter.com 

 
Debbie Bushnell, Hair 
Stylist 
860-672-1220 
 
Mother Tree Remedies – 
Herbal Teas and Remedies 
treepattison@yahoo.com 
Treasa Pattison 
 
Photography 
 
Art Gingert/Wildlands 
Photography 
860-672-0077 
 
Don Heiny 
860-672-0092 
 
Real Estate & Property 
Management 
 
Bain Real Estate 
860-672-0730 
bainrealestate.com 
 
David Hurlburt 
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty 
860-480-5975 
 
Litchfield County Property 
Management 
860-309-5520 
heidikearns.com 
 
Nicholas Bruehl Real Estate 
860-672-2200 
 
Recreation 
 
3 Guys Ski & Ride 
860-248-3036 
Threeguysskiandride.com 
 
Clarke Outdoors 
860-672-6365 
clarkeoutdoors.com 
 
Country Quilt Llama Farm  
Llama walks  
860-248-0355 
 
Covered Bridge Electric Bikes 
860-248-3010 
coveredbridgeebike.com 
 
 

Gunn Brook Farm  
Horses/Lessons 
860-672-0203 
 
Housatonic Anglers 
26 Bolton Hill Road 
860-672-4457 
housatonicanglers.com 
 
Housatonic River Outfitters 
860-672-4457 
dryflies.com 
 
Mare Rubin Yoga/all level 
Vinyasa 
917-923-335 
marerubin2@gmail.com 
 
Mohawk Mountain Ski Area 
46 Great Hollow Road 
860-672-6100 
mohawkmtn.com 
 
The Union / Wellness 
thecornwallunion.com 
 
Restaurants 
 
RSVP French Kitchen 
7 Railroad Street 
860-672-7787 
rsvp-restaurant.com 
 
Wines & Spirits 
 
Cornwall Package Store 
14 Kent Road South 
860-672-6645 
cornwallpackagestore.com 
 
 

 
 

For more information 
please visit 

explorecornwallct.com 

about:blank


Cornwall Food & Fuel Fund Report
July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023  
Total Revenue:  $199,782    

Trends & Updates: 
•	 Average of 33 households access the Pantry weekly (up from 28)
•	 Continued increased demand at the Food Pantry due to  

increased cost of living and Covid-19 programs ending
•	 Decrease in donations (both food and financial) from individuals
•	 As a CT FoodShare Partner we access 500+ pounds of food week-

ly for free and purchase supplemental food from local grocers
•	 We are grateful for fresh produce and other local items from 

Produce to the People, Food Rescue, and FoodHub
•	 Many Cornwall families rely on the Pantry to supplement food 

needs, which frees up funds to use for other bills

As winter approaches your support is needed more than ever!
*	 The Food & Fuel Fund is a tax-exempt Fund of the Town of Cornwall
*	 The Food & Fuel Fund is administered by the Director of Social Services, with oversight from the Selectmen
*	 Funds can be used to support Cornwall residents with financial support for emergent needs

HOW TO HELP:   
CONTACT BECKY - CORNWALLSOCIALSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
TO DONATE THROUGH MAIL: Cornwall Food & Fuel Fund, PO Box 97, Cornwall CT 06753    
TO DONATE THROUGH  PAYPAL: cwlfinance@optonline.net        
TO DONATE FOOD:  Drop non-perishable items inside the back doors of UCC Church, or ship  
directly to Food Pantry, 8 Bolton Hill Road, Cornwall CT 06753                                       All gifts are tax deductible

Expenses
Heat
Food
Housing
Electric
Medical
Utilities Other
Other
Back to School
Food Pantry Supplies
Transportation
Total Expenses

$34,314
$40,789
$16,670
$4,969
$7,303
$4,164
$15,070
$1,000
$527
$2,338
$127,144



CORNWALL READS CORNWALL!

Saturday, November 25 at 4pm
Cornwall Town Hall and Zoom

Cornwall CT Reads Cornwall UK

Is there a cultural connection between the two Cornwalls? 
You decide! 

30 Pine Street - Cornwall Village - 860.672.6874 - CornwallLibrary.org  

LCornwall
ibrary

The

Registration required at CornwallLibrary.org

Master of Ceremonies:
Kerry Donahue

Readers:
Jonathan Arnold

Jane Garmey
Roxana Robinson
Duncan Webb  

Writers:
John Betjeman
John le Carré

Daphne du Maurier
Virginia Woolf



A Special Evening with Robert Dance, author of Ferocious Ambition: Joan Crawford’s March to Stardom. Saturday, 
November 4 at 5 pm. Live and via Zoom. Robert Dance’s latest book (he is also author of The Savvy Sphinx: How 
Garbo Conquered Hollywood) examines Joan Crawford’s astonishing career and how she rose to become one of 
the biggest-ever stars during the golden age of Hollywood. Mr. Dance will be in conversation with Dan Dwyer, 
book dealer and owner of Johnnycake Books in Salisbury. Together, they will discuss Crawford’s relentless 
ambition and colorful private life, and offer fascinating insight into the now lost golden age of Hollywood. The 
event will be followed by a book signing. Registration required.

Calligraphy and Multi Media Workshop with Collette Hurst: Fridays, November 3, 10, and 17 from 10:00 am to 
11:30 am. $75 includes 3 Friday sessions (payable to the instructor at class). Create Holiday cards, Valentines, 
invitations, place cards, and other keepsakes. Learn several styles of lettering from simple to decorated script and 
add personalized drawings. Techniques include combining calligraphy marker pens, colored pencils, ink pens, 
and watercolors. Complete supply list provided prior to class. Students of all levels welcome. Registration required.

Watercolor Basics – Simple Techniques and Tips Part Two with Collette Hurst: Saturdays, November 4, 11, and 18 
from 10:00 am to11:30 am. Learn the basics of watercolor using enjoyable, creative techniques, tips, and 
unusual tools to simplify the painting process. Paint a variety of subjects that focus on skills of color mixing, 
brushstrokes, and washes. Students of all levels welcome. Supply list provided upon registration. $75 includes all 
3 weekly Saturday sessions – payable to the instructor at class. Registration required. 

Art Show and Sale: Seeing Words, Asemic Art by Sally Van Doren. Artist’s Reception November 11, 5 pm to 
7 pm, including poetry reading and artist’s talk at 6 pm. In Seeing Words, her upcoming show at The Cornwall 
Library, artist Sally Van Doren presents a selection of works on paper that explore the conceptual terrain created 
when words become image. An acclaimed poet, her drawings, paintings, prints, and poems arise from the same 
source, thousands of pages of illegible handwriting, also known as asemic drawing. Seeing Words offers new 
drawings from her Anagram Series as well as asemic works. The show runs through December 30. Registration is 
requested for the opening.

Poetry and Art: A Creative Writing Workshop with Sally Van Doren. Sunday, November 12, 1 pm to 3 pm. As 
poet Mark Van Doren once said: “The art of teaching is the art of assisting discovery.” This immersive workshop is 
designed to generate new writing through discovering and nurturing our poetic voices. Using in-class prompts, we 
will explore how voice emerges and creates the distinctive character that makes our writing unique. Whatever 
form this new work takes, whether it’s a poem, a prose poem, a short essay or other form of creative non-�ction, 
these exercises will stimulate the writer’s imagination and inspire further exploration. A particular focus for this 
session will be ekphrastic writing, which is writing that describes vividly and is in response to a work of art. 
Participants will be asked to bring in either a photograph or an image of an artwork that has sparked their 
interest. This session should be fruitful for those new to writing creatively as well as seasoned writers. We’ll draw 
upon the wonderful resource of a constructive small group to learn how others hear us and how we can best hear 
ourselves. Seating is limited and registration is required.

Parent Child Book Group. Intended for grades 3 to 5, capped at 10 children. Refreshments and discussion guides 
will be provided. One complimentary copy of the book per family will be provided. The �rst meeting of this group 
will be November 16 at 6 pm. Registration required.

International Poetry Day. A live-Zoom hybrid bi-annual poetry event. Saturday, November 18 at 2 pm. Join poets 
from around the world, poets from across the USA, and you, local poets reading live in the library. Reading spots 
are limited. If you would like to read contact www.ccArshagra.com. Registration required.

Turkey Trot Fun Run: Join the Cornwall Library for a Turkey Trot Fun Run on Thanksgiving Day, November 23 at 
9 am. 1st and 2nd place prizes will be awarded for a kids’ sprint and a one-mile adult run. Refreshments will be 
available for purchase. $10 entry for those over age 10, free to those under age 10. Registration required.

More programs this month at The Cornwall Library!

The Cornwall Library / 30 Pine Street / Cornwall Village / 860-672-6874

Learn more and register on our website: CornwallLibrary.org


