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Every Day This Month: 
 For events at the Union visit hughesmemorialunion.com
Tuesdays:  Literary Seminar 10:30 am–12:30 pm Library. Wednesdays: 
 Beginner’s Tai Chi, 5–6 pm Town Hall. Thursdays:  Ongoing Bridge 
Series with Gary Steinkohl, 3–5 pm Library.
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 Deadline:
December Chronicle Copy
 Textiles & Treasures 

Noon–5 pm White Hart Inn

 Business 
Personal Property 

Declarations Deadline
  Voter Registration 

Session
9–11 am Town Hall 
 Early Voting

10 am–6 pm Town Hall
 Annual Town Meeting

7:30 pm CCS

 Intro Hike to 
Day Preserve 10–11 am 

  Early Voting 
10 am–6 pm Town Hall

  Journey to Pine Ridge
Talk 2–3 pm Library
 Chronicle Illustration 

Opening Reception
5 pm Library

 Daylight Saving Time 
Ends 

 Early Voting 10 am–6 pm 
Town Hall

 Voter Registration 
Session

9 am–5 pm Town Hall
  Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission 

Meeting 
7:30 pm Town Hall

 Election Day 
6 am–8 pm Town Hall 
 Mark Scarbrough 

Literary Seminar 10:30 
am–12:30 pm Library
 Election Day Lunch 

11 am–2 pm 
UCC Parish House 

          Board of Selectmen 
        7:30 pm Library/Hybrid

 Mohawk Mountain 
Job Fair 4 pm 

Mohawk Ski Lodge
 Inland Wetlands/Water 

Courses Meeting
7 pm Virtual

 Park & Recreation Meeting 
6:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Warren Miller’s 
75 Documentary

7 pm Mohawk Ski Lodge

 Storytime 
10:30 am–Noon Library
 International Poetry Day 
2–4 pm Library & Zoom
 Mohawk Mountain Job 

Fair 3 pm Ski Lodge
  Warren Miller’s 
75 Documentary

7 pm Mohawk Ski Lodge

 Intro Hike
10–11 am Matland Preserve

 Steve O’Neil 
Opening Reception: 
“Thugs and Mugs” 
11:30 am–1:30 pm 
UCC Parish House

 Mark Scarbrough 
      Literary Seminar 10:30 

am–12:30 pm Library
 Community/Senior Lunch 
Noon UCC Parish House

  Wastewater Management 
Project Special Meeting 

5 pm Hybrid/Library 
 Planning & Zoning 

Commission Meeting 7 pm

 Flu & Covid 
Vaccine Clinic 
11 am–5 pm

UCC Parish House

 “KidsPlay” 
10:30 am UCC Parish House 
 Board of Finance Meeting

7 pm Zoom

    Textiles & Treasures
10 am–5 pm White Hart Inn
 Promoting Cornwall’s 

Birds & Habitat 
4–5 pm Zoom

 Local Civil War History
5 pm Library

  Wolf Pack Hockey Game 
6 pm XL Center

          Board of Selectmen 
        7:30 pm Library/Hybrid 
 Economic Development 

Commission Meeting 
7:30 pm Library/Hybrid

 Community Social Hour 
3–4 pm 

UCC Parish House
 Board of Education 

Meeting 
4:15 pm CCS

 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting 

9 am Library

 Affordable Housing 
Commission Meeting 

5 pm Zoom 
 ZBA*

7 pm Zoom

 Community/Senior 
Breakfast

 9 am UCC Parish House

 Lori Barker 
Artist Reception

3–6 pm Souterrain Gallery

 Pancake Breakfast with 
Santa and the Grinch
8–10 am Town Hall

 Cornwall Reads Cornwall 
4–6 pm UCC

Vote Early 
(But Not Often)

My formative voting expe-
rience in New York City consisted of long 
lines spilling onto sidewalks outside New 
Deal-era tiled elementary schools, aggres-
sive third-grade bake sale vendors hawk-
ing patriotic red, white, and blue cupcakes, 
and third-party canvassers elbowing past 
designated polling limits to shove pam-
phlets in my face. I learned very quickly to 
instead rise insanely early on Election Day 
with downtown securities traders, slide 
into line with them at 5:55 a.m. to avoid an 
Election Day crush, and be on with my day 
by 6:05 a.m.	
	 Voting in Cornwall has blessedly been a 
pleasure. While we are certainly an en-
gaged electorate, we have neither the popu-
lation nor the tumult of a typical New York 
City November Election Day to contend 
with. And to simplify things even further 
for us, early voting has finally been imple-
mented in Connecticut. We’re late to the 
game as the 47th state to do so, but it’s sure-
ly a welcome improvement. The only draw-
back I can fathom to early voting is, will 
some of us now miss out on congregating 
with our many Cornwallian friends on 
Election Day? Perhaps joining up as a poll 
worker would fill that void? They’d love 
the help!

	 Cornwall had two early-voting warm
ups before the 2024 November Presidential 
main event. The first was in late March, be-
fore an April 2 primary. Cornwall saw 56 
party registrants vote early over four days, 
about 4% of the total registered (affiliated 
and unaffiliated) Cornwall electorate. In to-
tal, 153 people voted in that primary, both 
early and on Primary Day, a pretty impres-
sive portion of our 751 party-affiliated 
Cornwall voters, or about 20%. And consid-
ering this was a primary where all but one 
major Republican candidate had already 
dropped out, and a mostly uncontested in-
cumbent president was (at that moment) 
seeking re-election, Cornwall voices were 
strongly represented.
	 The second primary in August was an 
uncontested Republican primary. A smatter-
ing of five votes were cast early out of 25 
votes overall. While it would have been a 
challenge to find only Republicans to work 
seven long days of early voting, regulations 
in Connecticut are flexible on this front as to 
who can work the polls. Democrats and In-
dependents picked up some slack, often log-
ging six-hour shifts at a time at town hall.
	 Through long quiet stretches staffed by 
intrepid poll workers in the primaries, 
Cornwall did a spectacular job handling 
new early voting, as it prepared for what 
promises to be a much larger general 

election turnout. Cornwall 
allotted monies in this year’s 
budget to fund extra early-
voting hours for poll work-
ers and can re-allocate any additional 
funds as needed. Personnel numbers can 
also be adjusted based on early turnout.
	 While early voting in Cornwall began 
before November’s Chronicle went to press, 
a few early voting days remain on the sched-
ule. Early voting started on October 21 and 
continues through November 3. Hours are 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., except on the 29th and 31st, 
when hours are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
	 If you are not registered in Cornwall, 
you can register in person during early- 
voting hours or on Election Day. If you do 
somehow wait until Election Day to cast 
your ballot, you might be lucky enough to 
see some of those friendly faces as we final-
ly reach that election finish line. Say “Hi” 
from all of us.		         —Ben Lesch

A Roof Over Our Head
Maggie Cooley may have overseen the 
rummage sale for years, but she never 
modeled her purchases at the Woman’s 
Society 100th Anniversary Fashion Show. 
Of all her contributions to the town, her 
30-year commitment to the Cornwall 
Housing Corporation (CHC) might be the 
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(continued from page 1) Congratulations 
Emily A. Peters and Brian E. Saccardi

Welcome 
Janie Grace Garofano

to Jessica and Thomas Garofano

Goodbye to a Friend 
Karen Blakey Fisher

Land Transfers
William P. Bartel to Lydia Jensen Lancaster and 

Maximillian Peter Lancaster, 6.55 acres with 
buildings and improvements thereon at 196 

Warren Hill Road, for $332,500. 

Karen Lynn Stavile, Trustee and Charles 
Christopher Alberti, Trustee to Lydia Jensen 

Lancaster and Maximillian Peter Lancaster, 6.55 
acres with buildings and improvements thereon 

at 196 Warren Hill Road, for $332,500.

David M. and Sandra Dolinsky to Michael W. 
Jones and Jennifer L. Bahn, four parcels of land 
with buildings and improvements thereon at 73 

Scoville Road, for $1,250,000.

Mary L. Twaddell to Siegal & Twaddell 
Properties, LLC, two parcels of land with 

buildings and improvements thereon at 42 
Scoville Road, for $500,000.

most impressive.
	 The selectmen (Patsy Van Doren, Gor-
don Ridgway, Steve Hedden) had the fore-
sight to form a housing study committee 
before 1994, leading Ken Keskinen, “the 
Father of Housing in Cornwall” to become 
the first president of CHC. Though Maggie 
was not on its first board, Ken quickly got 
her involved. She was a natural, having 
worked as a carpenter and house cleaner, 
being conscious of her family’s good for-
tune to have two homes in town, as well as 
having a long-term political interest in 
housing. As a law student for Neighbor-
hood Legal Services, landlord and tenant 
problems were common client issues. She’d 
even been an activist as a 12-year-old go-fer 
for Adlai Stevenson.
	 Asked why she served as CHC’s presi-
dent for so long, she said, “Nobody else 
wanted to do it,” but now Ginni Block is at 
the helm. Maggie is proud to have housed 
so many people over these years. A vital 
part of the job is raising town consciousness 
about all the workers we depend on who 
need a house here. She notes that all the 
CCS teachers used to live here, but now 
practically none can afford to.
	 Maggie is proud of being part of such a 
collegial board of equals, but they have 
been helped by other entities and people. 
The Regional Housing Council formed by 
Ken helps towns meet and share ideas. 
They produced “dog and pony shows” to 
demonstrate the need and possibilities to 
citizens. Jocelyn Ayer, originally part of the 
Council of Governments but now having 
formed the Litchfield County Center for 
Housing Opportunity, is a knowledgeable 
and active supporter. The boards of select-
men and finance, as well as the Planning 
and Zoning Commission, have always been 
behind CHC efforts. The first planner and 
director of COG, Tom McGowan, helped P 
& Z write needed zoning laws. David Berto 
wrote the HUD grant that made Bonney 
Brook possible.
	 Currently, the availability of property 
and prices are big stumbling blocks. Covid 
dealt a blow to housing when houses were 
snapped up and real estate became more 
expensive. With the advent of short-term 
rentals (like Airbnb) any available property 
was in use. This arrangement has helped 
provide income for those in town, but is a 
loss to buyers or long-term renters.
	 CHC continues to value the generosity 
of people who can donate an acre parcel in 
any zone in town. The arrangement is that 
CHC owns the land but clients, who must 
meet the requirement of having less than 
80% of the county median income, need a 
mortgage to buy or build a home. This is 
difficult with inflated lumber costs and sky-
rocketing prices to put in a well or septic 
system.  
  This has necessitated a new experiment, 
subsidized by a grant engineered by Joce-
lyn, from the state Department of Housing, 

where CHC will build the house itself and 
sell it for less than the cost. There are three 
new lots for this project, thanks to the gen-
erosity of Ginny Potter who gave two, and  
one on Dark Entry. Affordable housing will 
never strictly pay for itself, always needing 
an infusion of public or private money and 
this generosity is appreciated.
	 To learn more about CHC, its new or 
old programs, contact President Ginni 
Block or visit cornwallhousingcorporation.
com.			          —Ann Gold

es. He’s currently engaged in a feasibility 
study for a larger solar installation which 
could feed power into the grid and provide 
electricity for CCS and the new water treat-
ment facility in West Cornwall.
	 Matt Riiska, first selectman of Norfolk, 
established the Norfolk Energy Advisory 
Committee when he first came into office in 
2018. The committee established a solar 
array at the Norfolk landfill and the proj-
ect is expected to begin generating electric-
ity for Eversource at $42,000 annually for 
Norfolk within weeks. The payment in-
creases annually by 1.5%. Riiska ex-

plained, “I’m a firm believer in 
non-carbon energy sources, and lit-

tle towns need additional revenue 
streams. With this project we 
showed people we are doing 
something for the environment 
and the town.”
    James LaPorta runs Litchfield 
Hills Solar, a Connecticut-based 
company specializing in design-

ing and installing residential solar sys-
tems.  Since 2009, it has installed over 250 
systems and is currently backlogged 
through next year. “Residential demand 
is booming, especially with Eversource 
rate increases. Panel costs are still coming 
down, even as government incentives are 
rolled back a bit, so the cost to the consumer 
continues to fall,” LaPorta told me. “And 
Eversource rate hikes are our biggest sell-
ing point. Our inquires have gone up five-
fold in the past year alone.” While there are 
several options to pay for residential instal-
lations, LaPorta favors purchasing the pan-
els outright, enabling the homeowner to 
enjoy the current 30% federal tax credit. 

Here Comes the Sun 
Those of us lucky enough to have glimpsed 
the Aurora Borealis recently can attest that 
the sun is playing an increasingly import-
ant part in our lives, even at night! The 
Northern Lights have been appearing more 
frequently in lower latitudes because we 
are currently at the most active part of an 
11-year solar cycle. And many of our neigh-
bors are engaged in ways to harness the 
power of the sun through installing solar 
panels to generate electricity for their resi-
dential needs. 
	 Solar power is the conversion of 
energy from sunlight into electrici-
ty using solar cells that convert 
light into an electric current. The 
first solar cell was constructed by 
the American inventor Charles 
Fritts in 1883, and he installed 
the world’s first rooftop solar ar-
ray in New York City in 1884. 
	 The technology has been refined 
over the years, and today more than 
50,000 households in Connecticut 
have converted to solar power, cre-
ating energy savings and reducing 
the impact on the environment. Cornwall 
First Selectman Gordon Ridgway’s inter-
est in solar power began as a student at 
CCS in the 1970s, and he went on to study 
it in college. In 1981 he co-authored the 
book, Renewable Energy in Northwest Con-
necticut for the Berkshire Litchfield Envi-
ronmental Council. The book advocated 
for a combination of locally available re-
newable energy resources and energy 
conservation for towns in the Northwest 
Corner. 
	 Ridgway installed solar panels at his 
farm in 1985 and oversaw the installation of 
panels at town hall, which provide 100% of 
the electric needs for Cornwall’s town offic-
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Letter to the 
Chronicle

(continued on page 4)

	 Richard Kauffman, chair of the 
New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority and part-
time Cornwall resident, ob-
serves, “There are lots of rea-
sons why solar has become 
increasingly popular: it ad-
dresses climate change, the 
cost of electricity, government 
incentives which make installa-
tions cheaper, and peer pressure. 
Once one person in a neighbor-
hood gets solar, other installations increase 
significantly; it’s a kind of virtue signaling 
that does not happen with less visible ener-
gy-efficiency efforts like insulation.”
	 So, with the cost of solar panels continu-
ing to decline, government incentives re-
maining in place, and local utility rates con-
sistently increasing, perhaps now is the 
time to look to the sun for more than day-
time warmth and Northern Lights.

—Bob Meyers

Vixen
The beautiful red fox, vulpes vulpes, is the 
largest of the true foxes found across North 
America, as well as in Europe and Asia. De-
spite certain feline qualities, foxes belong to 
the Canidae family: dogs, not cats. Modest 
carnivores, they prey on small ro-
dents, snakes, and insects. The male 
is a tod, the female a vixen. They 
live in small kinship units, the kits 
often remaining with their parents 
to help out. In Cornwall, the foxes 
are considered an old family, as 
they have lived in the area for 
over 130,000 years.
	 One afternoon a young fox 
loped across the road in front of 
me, followed by a kit. He was 
small, caramel-colored, and 
anxious, squirrel-sized with a 
long dense tail. The vixen reached 
the far side, but at the edge the kit balked, 
then bolted back into bushes. He gave out 
high little haphazard barks, as though he 
hadn’t figured out where the noise came 
from. The vixen vanished into a ravine.
	 I walked past, then turned around. 
Nothing. But I heard barks from the ravine; 
then the vixen reappeared. 
	 She had a glossy russet pelt, with dark 
legs and ears, a snow-white bib, and a 
white tip to her bushy tail. She looked 
dressed by Chanel, but she was a hard-
working single mom, trying to make her 
son behave. She tried again to lead him 
across the road, but he only skittered 
wildly along the edge, like a dust rag with 
pointed ears.
	 A car approached and both foxes hid. 
When they re-emerged, the vixen trotted 
across again. Foxes are too cool to look anx-
ious, but her tongue was hanging out. 
	 She tried once more to coax the kit, but 
he scrabbled sideways along the edge, yap-
ping like a high-pitched banging door. He 
wouldn’t set foot on the road. “Yap, yap, 

yap, yap,” he yelled. “MA! MA! MA! MA!” 
	 A huge SUV appeared and I waved it 

down. A guy in sunglasses asked, 
“What’s going on?”

	 “A mother fox is trying to get her 
kit across the road. If you could wait 
a minute, maybe she’ll do it.”
	 Soon there were three stopped 

cars, everyone watching that kit.
	 The mom saw that we were waiting, 
and she headed back once more. The kit 
tiptoed nervously to the edge. We all 
watched. He stuck his nose in the air. 
	 “MA!” He yelled.
	 No one moved.
	 He put one paw on the pavement.
	 No one moved.
	 He spread his legs out wide and low-
ered his belly as though he were climbing 
onto a rocking boat. Very slowly he inched 
onto that tricksy, unknown surface.
 	 No one moved.
	 Yelling his head off, belly flattened, legs 
splayed like a crab’s, he scrabbled all the 
way across a road for the first time in his 
life. Mom leapt up to meet him and the two 
of them vanished into the brush, that baby 
still yelling. “MA!”           —Roxana Robinson

Cornwall Briefs
• Don’t miss the town meeting Novem-
ber 1 at 7:30 p.m. at CCS. Topics will in-
clude review of the town report and ap-

proval of the five-year capital spending 
plan. There will also be motions to make 
the position of tax collector appointed 

and not elected after the 2025 elec-
tion, and amend a 1973 ordi-
nance in order to expand the 
Conservation Commission from 
six people to eight. 

• The Cornwall Chronicle illus-
trators are having their day! Those 

whimsical drawings that adorn our 
pages each month will be featured in a 
show at the library beginning November 2. 
Opening reception Saturday from 5 to 7 
p.m. Artists will be displaying their work, 
and many originals will be offered for sale. 
Our illustration editor Valorie Fisher wran-
gled the drawings with help from Jacque 
Schiller, Harriet Saltzman, and library 
curator Anne Coffin. Our former presi-
dent and long-time publisher Paul 
De Angelis had this to say about our 
illustrations:
	 “I like to think about the illus-
trations in the Chronicle as the 
tone-setting frame for the articles: 
take them away and you rob the 
paper of its founding spirit—the 
wry, often witty commentary that 
lets us look in the Cornwall mirror 
and see ourselves from a slight dis-
tance. That’s why we don’t use photos in 
the paper, but only on the website: we see 
the beautiful reality of Cornwall’s rural 
beauty every day so there’s really no need 
to reproduce it again with photographs on 
paper. Instead, we let the individual artist 

present her or his interpretation of the sea-
sons, the people, the nature.”
• Enhanced broadband is on its way to 
parts of Cornwall Bridge. The state will 
provide nearly $1 million to Sharon and 
Cornwall to support access to high-speed 
internet. The funds are from Connecticut’s 
portion of the American Rescue Plan Act 
Capital Project Fund. “The expansion of 
broadband infrastructure will make Con-
necticut’s towns and cities stronger, more 
resilient, and better positioned to engage in 
today’s increasingly digitized world,” Gov. 
Ned Lamont said. “Awarding these funds 
is a critical step in the crucial push to make 
broadband more widely available.”
• Our garbage is still looking for a home. 
With existing contracts to haul our refuse 
set to expire in 2027, Cornwall is looking to 
join with other towns in the Northwest 
Corner to find a solution. One plan to join 
the Housatonic Resources Recovery Au-
thority (HRRA,) which represents 14 near-
by towns, has fallen through due to uncer-
tainty surrounding costs and logistics. Back 
to the drawing board.	     —Bob Meyers

CHRONICLE SPECIAL EDITION
I can’t begin to tell you how much I enjoyed the 
special animal archival edition! My husband 
and I read the pieces out loud while sitting on 
the porch with our two cats. It was especially 
poignant to read pieces from old friends who are 
gone like Sco Soule and Johnny Miller. What a 
brilliant idea this edition was! Long live the crit-
ters of Cornwall!		       —Cindy Kirk

Events & Announcements
Cornwall Conservation Trust
	 Hike to the Day Preserve on Saturday, 
November 2, at 10 a.m. Park at the Gold’s 
Pine parking lot, located just south of the 
West Cornwall Fire Department on Sharon 
Goshen Turnpike.
	 Hike at the Maitland Preserve on No-

vember 10 at 10 a.m. Park near 350 Sharon 
Goshen Turnpike near the intersection of 
Dibble Hill Road.

	 Annual Meeting and speaker, Sat-
urday, November 16, at 4 p.m. via 

Zoom. Following a short busi-
ness meeting, conservation biol-
ogist and zoologist (and CCT 
member) Larry Master will dis-

cuss Cornwall’s birds and their 
habitat. Registration is required at 
CornwallConservationTrust.org.

At the Cornwall Library
	 Micki Nunn-Miller, UCC pastor, Becky 
Hurlburt, and Cay Hosterman will discuss 
their experiences volunteering at the Pine 
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
	 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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Ridge Indian Reservation in a talk on 
Saturday, November 2, at 2 p.m. Please 
register at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Artwork from the Cornwall 
Chronicle will be on display until 
December 28. Opening reception 
Saturday, November 2, at 5 p.m.
	 Storytime with Rita Delgado: 
Saturday, November 9, from 10:30 
a.m. until noon.
	 International Poetry Day reading 
in-person and Zoom on Saturday, No-
vember 9, from 2 to 4 p.m. Register at library 
website.
	 Peter Vermilyea will discuss Litchfield 
County’s history during the Civil War on 
Saturday, November 16, at 5 p.m. Registra-
tion is required.
	 Cornwall Reads Cornwall on Novem-
ber 30, at 4 p.m. at UCC. (See insert.) 

Daylight Saving Time Ends: Turn your 
clocks back one hour at 2 a.m. on Sunday, 
November 3.

Voter Registration: The registrars of voters 
will hold a voter enrollment session at town 
hall, 24 Pine Street on Monday, November 
4, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This session is for 
anyone who has become 18 years old, or a 
United States citizen, or a resident of Corn-
wall between October 31 and November 5 
inclusive.

Elections: In-person early voting at 
town hall, 24 Pine Street, continues 
November 1, 2, and 3 from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. On Election Day, Tuesday, No-
vember 5, polls open at 6 a.m. and 
close at 8 p.m. If you are not regis-
tered to vote and wish to cast your 
ballot, same day registration will 
be available during all hours of 
voting. Applications for absentee 
ballots are available from the 
town clerk during regular busi-
ness hours: Monday to Thursday, from 9 
a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. Completed bal-
lots can be placed in the ballot drop box 
outside the town office building at any 
time. A sample ballot is posted on the town 
website.

Election Day Lunch Tuesday, November 5, 
11 AM to 2 p.m. at the UCC Parish 
House. Soups, rolls, desserts, and bev-
erages will be served. Donations bene-

fit the Cornwall Food and Fuel Bank.

Mohawk Mountain
    A job fair will be held on No-
vember 6, from 4 to 7 p.m. and 
November 9, from 3 to 6 p.m. 

Now hiring for all departments.
	 The documentary film, Warren 
Miller’s 75 will screen November 8 

and 9. Doors open at 6 p.m., show starts 
at 7 p.m. Each ticket includes entries for 
door prizes and “buy one get one half off” 
day pass. Tickets at shop.mohawkmtn.
com.

Art in Cornwall
	 The UCC will host a reception for 
“Thugs and Mugs,” a collection of photo-
graphs taken at the transfer station for over 
a decade by Steve O’Neil (aka “the Dump 
Guy”), on Sunday, November 10, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The show will run 
through the month and may be viewed 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
noon, Sunday from 11 a.m. to noon, and by 
appointment with the artist.
	 An opening reception of works by Lori 
Barker at Souterrain Gallery of the Wish 
House will be held on Friday, November 
29, from 3 to 6 p.m. Barker’s “Spirits of Na-
ture” explores new techniques in photogra-
phy and printmaking to create bold and 
ethereal works. The exhibition will run 
through the holiday season.

Park and Recreation
	 The community/senior monthly 
luncheon will be at the UCC Parish 
House on Tuesday, November 12, at 
noon. Please RSVP by November 
10. Call/text 860-480-0600 or park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov.
	 Flu & Covid Clinic (high-dose flu 

vaccines available) on Wednesday, 
November 13, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at UCC 
Parish House. Bring a copy of your insur-
ance card.
	 Wolf Pack hockey game at the XL Cen-
ter on Saturday, November 16. Game time 6 
p.m. $24 tickets available at fevo-enterprise.
com/event/Cornwallpr24hwp. Transporta-
tion not provided.
	 Community Social Hour from 3 to 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, November 20, at UCC Par-
ish House. Drop by for snacks and drinks 
with friends.
	 Community/senior breakfast will be at 
the UCC Parish House on Tuesday, No-

vember 26, at 9 a.m. Please RSVP by No-
vember 24. Call/text 860-480-0600 or park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov.
	 Pancake breakfast with Santa and the 
Grinch on Saturday, November 30, from 8 
to 10 a.m. at town hall.

The Cornwall Woman’s Society: Kristin 
Ercoli from the Children’s Museum in Tor-
rington will present “KidsPlay” and pro-
vide information about the hands-on muse-
um on November 14 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
UCC Parish House at 8 Bolton Road. The 
program is free and open to all.

Little Guild Benefit Sale: Textiles & Trea-
sures sale at the White Hart Inn, 15 Under 
Mountain Road in Salisbury, on Friday, 
November 15, from noon to 5 p.m. and Sat-
urday, November 16, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Clothing, table linens, baskets, and more. 
One hundred percent of sales will benefit 
the Little Guild’s new building.

The Annual Christmas Fair returns Satur-
day, December 7, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the UCC. (See insert.) 

Help Us – Join Us!
Each month we try to find clever ways to re-
mind our readers to contribute to the Chroni-
cle. How about showing your support by 
joining our editorial and writing teams? 
Email us at info@cornwallchronicle.org. 



Cornwall Conservation Trust, Inc.
Notice of Annual Meeting

Saturday, November 16
at 4pm

Via Zoom

Following a short business meeting 
Cornwall Conservation Trust is 

pleased to present:

Promoting 
Cornwall’s 
Birds and 

their Habitat
with guest speaker

Larry Master
See and learn more about 
the birds that can be seen 

in Cornwall during this 
virtual event.

Registration required at 
CornwallConservationTrust.org
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Annual Christmas Fair 
 

Saturday, December 7, 2024 
10 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 

 

United Church of Christ in Cornwall 
8 Bolton Hill Road 

 

Local crafts and vendors, Cookies galore, Attic Treasures, 
Children’s Shopping Room 

Basket Raffle, Apple Pie Contest, Crèche display, and 
Soup/Chili take-out! 

 

Pre-ordered wreaths will be available for pick-up. To order call the 
church office at 860-672-6840. 



 

Town of Cornwall 
Building Department | Peter Russ, Building Official 

 

 
 

Information from the Building 

Department – Please Read 
 

Many construction projects require a Torrington Area Health 

permit and/or Cornwall Land Use permit as specified on their 

website, or by contacting those agencies. Once these require-

ments are satisfied, you may obtain a Building Permit. Please 

check with the building department to verify whether your 

project requires a permit before beginning. Obtaining a 

building permit is the homeowner’s responsibility.  

 

Homeowners who agree to have the contractor obtain a permit 

on their behalf should verify with the Building Department that 

all required permits are in place before work begins. 



 

 

In the recent past, there have been multiple construction projects in 

town which have been undertaken where permits have not been 

obtained. By code, a Stop Work order may be implemented for work 

undertaken without a proper permit. Areas in Town where an 

Association exists, the home or property owner must meet their 

Association requirements prior to obtaining a Building Permit. 

Owners of Affordable Housing or Parcel Program properties must 

also meet requirements outlined in their agreements. The regulations 

and requirements are too numerous to list here, so on the next page is 

a partial list of state-mandated permitting requirements. 

 

1. When applying to the Building Department, building plans must 

be submitted either digitally or in hard copy where requested by 

the Building Official (and Fire Marshal), a Building Permit 

Application, proof of insurance by the contractor, or if you are not 

the contractor, you must fill out an affidavit, and your permit fee 

must be received. Please make checks payable to the Town of 

Cornwall. Appropriate valid license or registration number(s) 

must be provided at the time the Permit Application is being 

submitted. 

2. The Building Official is authorized, when necessary, to request a 

written, graphic, and/or pictorial document prepared describing 

the design location and physical characteristics of the building. 

3. Once a Building Permit is issued you may then begin constru-

construction. It is your responsibility to contact the Building 

Official to schedule the inspections required for your project. A 

list is available at the Building Department, or on the Cornwall 

Web Site: www.cornwallct.org. Discuss with the Building Official 

which is needed for your project.  

 

Permits Applications are available at www.cornwallct.org, or in the 

Building Department office. If you are uncertain if your project 

requires a permit, please contact the Building Department. 

 

Please Note: Open permits may delay closings on the sale of your 

property. Calling for inspections ensures code has been satisfactorily 

met and will result in the issuance of either a Certificate of Approval 

or Certificate of Use and Occupancy to verify that the work was 

completed properly and to code. 

  



Examples of SOME projects that require a Building Permit: 

 

Accessory Buildings 
 

Additions to an Existing 

Structure 
 

Alterations - anything that 

Changes the Footprint of an 

Existing Structure  
 

Barns 
 

Chimneys 
 

Commercial Buildings* 
 

Decks & Porches 
 

Demolition 
 

Dormers 
 

Electrical, Including Solar 
 

Fences – Swimming Pool 

Barriers and any Fence over 7’ 
 

Finished Basements 
 

Fireplaces & Woodstoves 
 

Gas Piping 
 

Generator Installation 
 

Heating 
 

Mechanical  
 

Multi-Family Dwellings 
 

New Accessory Building 
 

New Home Construction 
 

Pellet Stoves 
 

Plumbing 
 

Propane Gas Piping 
 

Propane Stoves 
 

Repairs 
 

Renovations 
 

Roofing 
 

Sheds (200 sq feet and larger) 
 

Signs 
 

Solar Systems (Both on Roof 

Tops and on the Ground) 
 

Swimming Pools 
 

Tents- tents over 400 sq ft. 

contact the Building 

Department 
 

Underground or Above Ground 

Propane Tank Placement  
 

Woodburning Furnaces 

 

 

*For any commercial building, or any building with the exception of one- 

and two-family dwellings, a complete plan review is required by the offices 

of the Fire Marshal and Building Official prior to the issuance of a building 

permit. This plan review is also required by the Building Official for any 

new residential construction, additions, renovations and change of use. 

Commercial projects may have different or additional requirements. The 

Building Official and Fire Marshal have thirty days, by law, to review 

all plans submitted. 



 

Contact Information 

 

For forms and complete information from Torrington Area Health 

District, contact Jessica Cranney, Sanitarian: 
 

Torrington Area Health District 

350 Main Street, Torrington, CT 06790 
 

Contact Jessica Cranney, Sanitarian 

Phone 860-489-0436 x324 

Fax 860-496-8243 

Email jcranney@tahd.org   
Website www.tahd.org 

 

 

For forms and complete information on Planning and Zoning 

requirements, contact Karen Nelson, Land Use Officer: 
 

Cornwall Town Offices 

26 Pine Street, Cornwall CT 06753 
 

Contact Karen Nelson, Land Use Officer 

Phone 860-672-4957 

Email landuse@cornwallct.gov    
Hours Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 am–12:00 pm 

Note: Planning and Zoning information & regulations can be found 

online: www.cornwallct.org > Government > Forms & Documents > 

Town Regulations 

 

 

For any questions on state building codes, contact Peter Russ, 

Building Official: 
 

Office: Northeast Building Supply (Lower Level) 

26 Kent Road, Cornwall Bridge CT 06754 
 

Contact Peter Russ, Building Official 

Phone 860-672-0711 

860-480-9154 

Email bldginspection@cornwallct.gov  

Hours Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 am–9:00 am or by appointment 

Note: Additional information can be found online: www.cornwallct.org > 

Government > Town Offices & Officials > Building Department Page 

 

 



We’ve Decked Our Halls
Come help us celebrate the Season

A fundraiser to support the
 Hughes Memorial Union

The Union
The Local

Wellness Collaborative

Friday December 13 from 5–8 pm
 at The Union

Special Wines - Local Beer
Cheese Tastings by Coltsfoot Farm

Focaccia by Avram
Sweets by the Cornwall Market

the QR Code$50 per person. Please pay/RSVP
using the QR code or email
westcornwallunion@gmail.com

For more information please visit
https://hughesmemorialunion.com/



CORNWALL READS CORNWALL!

Saturday, November 30 at 4pm
United Church of Christ, Cornwall Village

Cornwall Reads The Cornwall Chronicle

30 Pine Street - Cornwall Village - 860.672.6874 - CornwallLibrary.org  
LCornwall

ibrary

The

In Person Only – Reception to follow at the Cornwall Library

Registration required at CornwallLibrary.org

Master of Ceremonies:
Bob Meyers

Readers:

With:
Gillian Blake, Roxana Robinson

Willow Berry
Nita Colgate
Willa Lesch

Richard Schlesinger

Martin Chalk
Dan Horan
Leigh Newman
and others

Artists, clockwise from upper left: Ellen Moon, Erica Prud’homme, Cindy Kirk, Nancy Calhoun, Connie Steuerwalt



textiles&treasures

 Join THE LITTLE GUILD in partnership with 
the WHITE HART INN Salisbury, CT

Just in time for early holiday shopping!

For an Extraordinary Sale of Authentic Global

Fri, Nov 15  •  12 pm to 5 pm   +   Sat, Nov 16  •  10 am to 5 pm

100% of  Sales to Benefit The Little Guild’s New Building Fund 
Cutout Paper Design © by Debby Jones

Table Linens from  
India (Anokhi), Sweden (Jobs),  

Finland (Marimekko)

 Silver Objects from  
Mexico and Thailand 

Clothing Tailored in Thailand, 
India, Mexico, Indonesia, 

 Africa, Ukraine

Pre-Colombian Reproductions 
from Galeria Cano

Jewelry from Africa 

Baskets from Mexico,  
Malaysia, Ecuador,  

Scandinavia 


