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Moon Landing

The Chronicle editors ran

e into Moon Unit Zappa at
a recent local gathering and suggested she write
about her time in Cornwall.

* % %

My Cornwall story began in 1996 when vi-
sion boarding was just coming on the scene.
Long before Pinterest, you'd have to manu-
ally clip images from magazines for inspi-
ration, or fashion and travel ideas. At the
time I was building my “future dream
home” and had clipped a photo of a white
church with a red door out of a now-de-
funct magazine called Victoria. This lovely
holy landmark with its simple boxy design
caught my eye. I tore out the image of the
place of worship, made a wish, and forgot
about it.

Cut to 20-plus years later when I would
date a star-struck, Frank Zappa-obsessed
local still living in the area, and, while
spring cleaning, I would rediscover the im-
age, and be gob smacked to realize that
very church was the actual view from our
bedroom window. Talk about manifesting!

Once I realized I was a lady wizard with
a covenant with the land in these parts, I set
up shop. Or at least a workspace. It is here
in Cornwall where I wrote most of my re-
cently published memoir Earth To Moon
and, without giving too much away, maybe
just maybe, Cornwall figures prominently

in the second-to-last chapter.

Compared to California, this landscape
was a shocking contrast to the dry brown
hills, palm trees, sagebrush, century plants,
succulents, and spiky cacti I grew up see-
ing. I always craved the lush and verdant
greenery I'd seen in movies and television
or in National Geographic. Growing up in
captivity, aka Hollywood and showbiz, in
the shadow of a prolific genius, I was na-
ture and nurture starved. My siblings
Dweezil, Ahmet, Diva, and I, along with
Gail, our archetype of a mother, lived in de-
voted service to our sixth, my rock-icon fa-
ther Frank. Travel as a family, camping and
wilderness were not on my guitar virtuoso
dad'’s touring schedules.

My first two years in Cornwall were
touch and go. Everywhere I went I walked
into a web of complex family trees, drinky
friends with inside jokes, shared histories,
and backroad shortcuts I couldn’t find on
my own again. I discovered Cornwall is a
place where everyone is someone’s son,
even if they are 60 plus years &

has written published
poetry or a notable
cookbook. There are
lightning bugs and < e ;
lightning storms, a swap shop and a Popple
Swamp, snapping turtles and snarky types.
I could do without the gossip, stoicism,
“polite” small talk, and the drama around
the parties that only some people get invit-
ed to. Yet, all of that fades on a trail with a
blue blaze, or a kayak ride down the Housa-
tonic, or the real-life sighting of any crea-
ture I'd only previously seen on a streaming
platform.

It is here I learned how to set a mouse
trap, properly chop and stack a cord of
wood, get a bat out of a living room and a
tick out of my belly button. I have learned
how to tell time by screen doors and storm
windows, by sand and salt and snowplows.
A yoga schedule is something you have to
quadruple check, all the pottery classes are
full, and I will cause a ruckus hanging laun-
dry on a clothesline where people can see it.
I've developed a fear of falling trees, freez-
ing pipes, black ice, and HOAs. I am still
not sure what a selectman is or what the
deal is with land trusts and wetlands. And
is it just me or do people here live to be a
million years old, and still drive!

What is better than foraging for mush-

“Z=" rooms or swimming in a lake or watching
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(continued from page 1) ing and signage in the retail area on Goodbye to Friends
the west side of Route 7; provide )
an ice fisherman drink and wait it out on = charging stations for electric vehi- Ronald WESI?Y Goldstein, Sr.
a frozen pond? Ilove the tiny frogs suc- ¢ \ cles; broadband wifi and enhanced Anne /_\ﬁﬁdd Hubbard
tion-cupped to my front door | cellular connectivity; spruce up Valerie Rose Pinnette
Dorothy May Russ

and waking to a sunrise and a
cacophony of East Coast bird
calls. I love your honor-system
farm stands and your firemens’
noon-day horn and your pref-
erence of owning a backhoe __|
over a Ferrari any day.
And, of course, I love running
along Valley Road. Yup, the o.g. Valley
Girl loves Valley Road! —Moon Unit Zappa

Cornwall Bridge Flaneurs?

Cornwall is a wonderful place to walk—
unless you are in the Cornwall Bridge trian-
gle area.

Somehow, none of the three stop signs
in the triangle slow southbound traffic on
Route 7. Pedestrians must look three ways
before (briskly) crossing from the market to
the hardware store, and may find the near-
by Appalachian Trail easier to traverse, and
safer, than the 500 yards from the bank to
the lumber yard.

A dozen or so Cornwall Bridge resi-
dents and business owners have been meet-
ing during the past year—among them-
selves and with town officials—to discuss
ways to decrease traffic speeds and other-
wise make the retail area of Cornwall
Bridge more hospitable to pedestrians.

“People have expressed concern that it’s
a bit of a free-for-all around the triangle,
particularly going south on Route 7,” says
Gordon Ridgway, who has participated in
the discussions. “The state DOT also is ob-
viously interested in reducing injuries to
pedestrians and bicyclists.”

In August, the town formally accepted
funds from the state’s Transportation Ru-
ral Improvement Grant Program (TRIP)
for crosswalk and sidewalk improvements
in Cornwall Bridge and West Cornwall.
WMC Consulting Engineers, based in
Newington, has been retained to draw up
initial plans.

For Cornwall Bridge, the improvements
are expected to include a crosswalk with
flashing lights from the market to the hard-
ware store on Route 7, and a sidewalk from
the market to the firehouse.

Surveying, design, and permitting work
are still to be done, and state DOT approval
is necessary. “Hopefully, the physical work
can start in a year or so,” said Gordon.

Longer term, the conversation among
the Cornwall Bridge group led by Duncan
Webb and the town’s Economic Develop-
ment Commission, and supported by Kath-
erine Freygang of Sustainable CT, a state-
wide program promoting sustainable
development efforts, has centered around
“placemaking” —creating an environment
in which people would want to congregate.

The group has been discussing strate-
gies for soliciting grants to integrate park-

) current structures; and, potentially
create spaces for new businesses.

“We're encouraging local stake-
holders to network available re-

sources to develop Cornwall

) E=I Bridge, which is a natural eco-
= nomic center, given its location at the
intersection of the two major local roads,”
says Katherine.

In Gordon’s view, “the idea is to make
clear that Cornwall Bridge is not some-
thing to blow through, but an actual vil-
lage center.”

The effort is not without complications.
Grants must be solicited from different
state entities and other organizations for
the various parts of the project, and the
Cornwall Bridge retail area involves a num-
ber of different landowners, including the
state DOT.

There have been previous efforts to
make Cornwall Bridge more flaneur-friend-
ly—Duncan has copies of
plans created in 1998 and 2016
for Cornwall Bridge develop-
ment—but there now seems
sufficient funding and momen-
tum to do something more con- ____
crete (so to speak).

—Grant Hanessian

Good Bones, New Bodies

Some may remember it as Cornwall Auto
Body, others (this writer included) may
have always wondered what goes on in
that ramshackle old garage just north of the
Covered Bridge on Route 7, with the cas-
cading lawn and beautiful view of the
Housatonic River from the back.

The property, its oldest section con-
structed in 1926, has been owned by Mark
Davis since 1977. Mark closed Cornwall
Auto Body in 2007. While it also houses a
few cars and trucks, has been at one time a
workshop space for Ian Ingersoll, and more
recently hosted a repair shop specializing
in customizing Jeeps, it is safe to say that
the building has been underutilized. It was
recently leased to Cornwall resident Joe
Pryor (in an arrangement that essentially
gives Joe all landlord responsibilities) who
is enthused by the opportunity to bring it
back to its previous curbside appeal.

“I'love the history of the building. And I
love a brick building; I love the bones of
them,” Joe shares, explaining why one day
he decided to turn off Route 7 and knock on
the door. He found Mark there and
asked, “Is the building for sale?” “It is
now,” Mark answered. And a deal was
struck. Joe is no stranger to major ren-

into new spaces.

Land Transfers

Ruth Charny Rotko to 144 Kent Road, LLC,
property at 144 Kent Road, for $291,745.

John-Marcus Phillips, Il and Kara Broth-
ers-Phillips to Michael and Heidi Rick Stefanski,
land with buildings and improvements thereon
at 332 Sharon Goshen Turnpike, for $1,300,000.

Christopher Choa to Wickwire, LLC land with
residence and improvements thereon at 410
Town Street, for $370,000.

An auto detail shop, a garage for a Lime
Rock race team, a machine shop, a painter’s
or sculptor’s studio, maybe a landscaping
company. These are some of the possible
tenants Joe imagines enjoying the newly
renovated space once it is ready, estimated
for some time in the spring. There is one
current tenant who will remain; a
company that makes high-end, spe-
cialized parts for industrial uses.

The building is zoned for auto and
light industrial, and Joe explains that it
would be challenging to change that. So,
.__ while some residents may wonder if it
__ could ever be one of those cool ret-
ro-vibe coffee shops in former industrial
spaces, we will continue to have to wait for
the right space (and different visionary entre-
preneurs) to offer us double espressos and
flat whites that we can sip while enjoying the
backdrop of the Housatonic River and our
famous Covered Bridge. Nonetheless, Joe in-
tends to find tenants who are not only active
in the building but in the town center as well.
“I don’t want to compete with any business-
es in West Cornwall. I want tenants who are
part of the community and will come and go,
stopping in West Cornwall.”

Joe is the latest commercial property in-
vestor in the West Cornwall area (the ga-
rage is technically in Sharon) who seeks to
breathe new life into vacant or underuti-
lized buildings. Cases in point are the Pink
House restaurant and Macaire + Kristoph,
the new antique store in the space formerly
occupied by the ski shop.

Speaking of the evolving business activ-
ity, Marina Kotchoubey, partner at Ian In-
gersoll Cabinetmakers, shares, “It's always
exciting to see businesses reinventing
themselves. It’s hard to be successful with a
traditional consumer-based business here,
so people have to think about alternatives
to walk-in businesses.” As for the plans for

a spruced-up, more attractive, and active

/~ commercial building across the river, Ma-

,

“'rina adds, “It may not bring new
foot traffic, but it is still positive
“ because any successful en-
 deavor will encourage others
= to think of new ideas and
businesses.”
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John Van Doren, one of the in-
vestors in the West Cornwall De-

rant and the former “Pink
House” currently under reno-
vation, is optimistic about the
future, “One of the major |}
challenges for economic de- s ({2
velopment in West Cornwall
is infrastructure. The wastewater treatment
system should be a welcome catalyst for new
investment and business opportunity.”
Perhaps one day the old meat market or
the underutilized spaces on Railroad Street
will be similarly transformed by someone
who envisions new opportunities inside
old, sturdy walls. Until then, we can watch
for signs of renewed commercial activity
in a familiar 1920s style, restored brick fa-
cade building as we drive north of the
Covered Bridge. —Mare Rubin

Why not a Playground?

There is a lot of truth in the catchphrase that
good fences make good neighbors. Turns
out fencing of a different kind can do that
too. The Cornwall Park and Recreation
Commission’s first classes in the discipline
of the foil this summer attracted many
young talents.

The sessions were part of a creative ef-
fort to generate renewed interest in sports
in town. Recently the commission surveyed
the community, and responses suggested a
wide range of activities, many of which re-
volve around Foote Field along Route 4,
which already has a baseball field, a basket-
ball court, a pickleball court, and two soccer
fields. Some space is being used as a tempo-
rary home for the Little Guild while its new
animal shelter is being built.

Michelle Shipp, the chairwoman, and
Jennifer Markow, its director, have dis-
cussed adding a playground for kids. The
commission is open to additional input and
ideas, and would welcome fellow Cornwal-
lians with skills in landscaping, architec-
ture, engineering, or construction to help
update and redesign the recreation fields.
You can read a summary of the survey and
contact the commission through its web-
site: cornwallparkrec.org.

—Juergen Kaq) , /

Cornwall Briefs

* Sharon Hospital Update. =%
Northwell Health has agreed
to maintain labor and~
delivery services at Sha-
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ron Hospital for the next five years when it

N\ becomes the new owner of Sharon Hospital

:a\
N antitrust investigation into
the proposed affiliation be-

systems,” according to a
i press release from the
state attorney general’s office.

* Business and Personal Property Decla-
rations, which all taxpayers should have
received in September, must be filed with
the assessor on or before November 1, 2024.
Failure to comply subjects the owner to a
25% penalty. Taxable personal property in-
cludes: non-registered motor vehicles; in-
dustrial machinery; horses; commercial
furniture, fixtures and equipment; and
farm machinery and tools.
* School Meals Program. The Cornwall
Consolidated School district has announced
its policy for determining eligibility of chil-
dren who may receive free or reduced-price
meals or free milk. Eligible students will be
able to receive one school lunch per school
day free of charge. For more information
visit: cornwallconsolidatedschool.com/ccs-
lunch-program.
* The West Cornwall Wastewater project
will move into the design phase over the
winter, having passed an initial environ-
mental impact review. The project will be
subject to additional review after the design
is complete. The project has been slowed by
the otherwise happy occurrence of the
Housatonic River from New Milford to the
Massachusetts border being declared a
“wild and scenic river” under the jurisdic-
tion of the National Park Service. The desig-
nation occurred in December 2022 by an act
of Congress. Once the completed design is
reviewed by HUD, and interested parties in-
cluding tribal communities, state and federal
agencies, and environmental groups, Corn-
wall hopes to bid out the project in 2026 with
construction to begin in 2027. The site pro-
posed is adjacent and uphill from the West
Cornwall Post Office which has the advan-
tage of being outside the floodplain and not
in a wetlands area. As the project continues,
special meetings of the Wastewater Manage-
ment Project will be held on the second Tues-
day of each month.

* The town clerk and Info Quick Solutions

(IQS) are providing a free new tool called

Fraud Alert, which alerts proper-

ty owners whenever a docu-

ment, such as a deed or mort-
gage, is recorded under their
name or names. Documents
can be viewed online or at the
oclerk’s office. To sign up, go to

searchigs.com/fraudalert/?CC=CTCOR. If

¢Z% — your name appears in land records in more
—— than one way, enter all versions when
——— signing up. Call the town clerk’s office

h with questions: 672-2709
—— ¢ Vote! Elections will be held on
—— —Tuesday, November 5, at the town

Letters to the
Chronicle

WHO REMEMBERS JOHN WELLES?
Greetings, I'm interested in compiling a
pamphlet or small book with memories of John
T. Welles, born July 26, 1937, while those of us
are still here to tell the tales. Anyone with a
memory of John will be given a writing credit in
this compilation. John was a much-loved charac-
ter in Cornwall. It has been 20 years since his
death. Include pictures with a brief note if de-
sired. I aim to put this together in the beginning
of January 2025, so submissions need to be in by

December 31, 2024. Thank you.

—Lynn Martorell 860-605-0330
Lynn.martorell@yahoo.com

ALGRANT SHOW ANOTHER SUCCESS

Though the skies didn’t play as nice this
year, the 65th Annual Rose Algrant Show at
Cornwall Consolidated School was still a tre-
mendous success. We thank visitors and collec-
tors, CCS for its steadfast support, the 51 talent-
ed artists who showcased their work, and the
tireless volunteers who made it all possible. The
silver lining to the less-than-ideal weather is
that we contributed $3,700 to the Cornwall Vol-
unteer Fire Department and $250 for art sup-
plies at the school.

With gratitude, —RAS Committee
CORRECTION

A correction to “Generating Danger” from
the September issue. Carbon monoxide is actu-
ally slightly LIGHTER than air (Sp. gravity
.9657 vs 1.0 for air) and so slightly that it dis-
perses evenly with the air in the room. CO de-
tectors can be mounted at any height, near bed-
ro0msS. — John Bevans

hall, 24 Pine Street, from 6 a.M. to 8 p.Mm. to
cast votes for president, vice president, U.S.
senator, representative in Congress, state
senator, state representative and registrars
of voters. There will also be a question on
the ballot for approval or disapproval of a
proposed amendment to the Constitution
of Connecticut that would allow for no-ex-
cuse absentee voting, allowing any voter to
request a mail-in ballot. Absentee ballots
will be available after October 4. Town
clerk hours are Monday to Thursday from 9
A.M. tonoon and 1 to 4 p.Mm. Absentee ballots
must be received by 8 r.m. on
election day. Early voting at
town hall starts on October
21 and runs daily through
October 28 from 10 A.M. to 6
p.M. except October 29 and 31,
when hours are 8 o.M to 8 r.m. The deadline
to register by mail or online is October 18
and same-day registration is available
during early voting. The registrars will con-
duct registration sessions on October 1
from 9 to 11 a.m. and October 18 from 9 A.Mm.
to 8 p.M. —Grant Hanessian
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Events & Announcements

At the Cornwall Library

Pastels for Beginners class with Collette
Hurst: Saturdays - October 5, 12, and 19, 10 to
11:30 a.m. Supplies will be available
at the dass if you donot already have
them. Maximum participants 15.
Registration for the free event is re-
quired at cornwalllibrary.org. >

Storytime with Rita Delga-
do: Saturday, October 12, from
10:30 a.m. until noon. Jump into a
magical book-filled interactive
reading time with Miss Rita.

Local Civil War history: Octo-
ber 12 at 5 p.M. Author Peter C.
Vermilyea will discuss how the
war challenged Litchfield Coun-
ty to raise troops and supplies and cre-
ated a lasting bond between a community
and its soldiers. Registration required at
cornwalllibrary.org.

Fourth annual Carved Pumpkin Con-
test: Thursday, October 31. Register
through the library website or in person at
the time of drop-off. Pumpkins may be set
up on display outside the UCC Parish
House starting at noon. and voting will
take place during the Parks and Recreation
trunk or treating event. Awards will be giv-
en for first and second prizes at 7 p.m.

The Air Made Visible, a film about the life
and art of Tim Prentice, will be shown on
Sunday, October 27, at 2 p.m. Tim looks back
on his career and the influences that shaped
his work. The 42-minute film was shot at
Tim’s home and studio and contains foot-
age from many of his large, commissioned
public works. Seating is limited; register at

cornwalllibrary.org.

The Cornwall Association hosts Corn-
wall’s annual newcomers gathering on Sat-
urday, October 5, from 2 to 4:30 p.m at the
Cornwall library. All Cornwallians, espe-
cially those new and recently new to town,
are invited to attend. Food and beverages
for all, and a gift bag for each newcomer.

¥

Parks and Recreation

Tuesday, October 8, Community Lunch
at UCC Parish House at noon. RSVP by Oc-
tober 6 to park.recreation@cornwallct.gov
or call/text 860-480-0600.

Wednesday, October 16, Community So-

Elect the Chronicle!

Support your nonpartisan, independent
community Cornwall Chronicle! No dona-
tion is too small— or too large! Send your
check to P.O. Box 6, West Cornwall 06796.

(5

cial Hour from 3 to 4 r.m. Drop by UCC Par-
ish House for snacks and drinks with friends.
Community Breakfast at UCC Parish
House on Tuesday, October 22, at 9 a.m.
. RSVP by October 20 to park.recreation@
cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-480-0600.
Halloween night festivities with trunk
« or treat and homemade dinner on
Thursday, October 31, from 5 to 8 p.m.
at UCC Parish House (note new venue
this year). Enjoy trick or treating at
houses and trunks throughout the vil-
lage, and soups, chili, salads, and more at
" the Parish House. If you don't live in the

B village, bring your vehicle for trunk or

>, treating. All are welcome. To sign up,
email park.recreation@cornwallct.
gov or call/text 860-480-0600. Candy
donations to support the houses in the
Village can be brought to CCS or town hall.

Cornwall Conservation Trust's annual
Mushroom Walk with Dave Paton at Bally-
hack Preserve will be held on Sunday, Octo-
ber 13, at 1 p.m. Please bring a basket for col-
lecting mushrooms. No dogs please. Check
the CCT website for changes in time or loca-

tion: CornwallConservationTrust.org.

Art in Cornwall

The Souterrain Gallery of the Wish
House will be hosting a benefit concert Oc-
tober 13 at 3 r.m. Bach & Bourbon by The
Old Guitarist with Special guest Coinnamon
to raise funds to provide music instruction
for Litchfield County residents. Tickets are
available on Eventbrite and at the door.

The photography exhibit by the Housa-
tonic Camera Club, “Moments Frozen in il‘

Time: Photography Adventures,” at the UCC
Parish House, continues through October 27.
Gallery hours are: Monday through Thurs-
day from 9 a.m. to noon, Sundays from 10
AM. to noon, and by appointment with one
of the photographers. For further info,
please call the church office at 672-6840.

Suzan Scott’s exhibit will continue
through the month at the Souterrain Gal-
lery with new works being added.

Blood Drive at the UCC Parish House, Oc-
tober 17 from 1 to 6 p.m. Please sign up at

Redcrossblood.org.

Trivia Night to benefit the Cornwall Child
Center takes place on Saturday, October 19,
at Cream Hill Lake Association. Doors open at
6 p.m. and the game kicks off at 7 p.m. with em-
cee Bill McClane. Donation of $50 for a team of
four. Register at Cornwallchildcenter.org.
Proceeds directly benefit the Frost Scholar-
ship Fund.

Household Hazardous Waste Day is Satur-

day, October 19, at the Torrington Water
Control Pollution facility. Ticket is required.
Contact selectmen’s office for ticket at 672-

4959 or assistant@cornwallct.gov.

The 8th annual Clay Way Studio Tour takes
place October 19 and 20 from 10 A.M. to 5 p.m.
A total of 26 artists, nine from Cornwall, will
show their work at nine studios throughout
Litchfield County. Examples of each artist’s
work and a map can be found at ClayWay.
net. The tour is free and will take place rain
or shine.

Little Guild’s Run & Wag 5K: October 19
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the village green.

Cornwall Housing Fundraising Dinner:
October 24, from 4 to 7 p.m. Catered by
Gepetto Osteria and Coltsfoot Farm at
the Farm. For more information call:
860-309-6960

Cornwall Consolidated School >, K
20" Walk-a-Thon: Friday, X
October 25, beginning x

at 1 p.M. Meet at the in- b4

tersection of Cream Hill >

and Cherry Hill roads. Funds raised benefit
the New York Marine Rescue Center. All
are welcome to join. (Rain date is
’ November 1.)

; )}The Cornwall Garden
Club invites Cornwall gar-
77 deners to help plant 1,000 daf-
> fodils at town hall on Saturday,

October 26, from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
Bring a trowel. Hot cider
M and donuts. Free event.
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your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, wed be glad to mail the
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796.
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at: info@cornwallchronicle.org




Come & Enjoy Fun, Fall Festivities
at the Little Guild's 11th Annual

RUN&WAGSK

Festivities start at 11 am, 5K starts at 12 pm
Start/Finish on the Cornwall Green in the
heart of the beautiful Coltsfoot Valley!

Live Music, Food Trucks, Ice Cream,
Specialty Coffee and Lots of Amazing Pups!

m
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www.littleguild.org

Run or Walk
With or Without
Your Dog!

REGISTER by 10/17




