CORNWALL CHRONICLE

VOLUME 32 : NUMBER 8 SEPTEMBER 2022

It Can Be Hard
Finding Friends

It’s official: on July 20, Connecticut’s State
Election Enforcement Commission voted to
authorize an investigation into the Friends
of Cornwall —the mysterious group or indi-
vidual who saturated mailboxes and email
folders this June with arguments urging a
“no” vote on the referendum on West Corn-
wall’s water treatment plans.

According to SEEC spokesman Joshua
Foley, the commission’s decision to open
an investigation indicates that if the charges
alleged in the complaint are accurate—then
the Friends have violated state election reg-
ulations. Commission investigators are now
in the process of finding the identity of the
Friends.

Before voters approved the referendum
by a 302-to-179 vote on July 9, the Friends
had mailed 1,500 informational flyers and
an unknown number of emails seven times
beginning on June 11.

Those who'd been working on the septic
plan accused the writers of spreading half-
truths and outright misstatements, but the
legal issue involves anonymity, not accura-
cy or even honesty.

According to Connecticut General Stat-
ute 9-621, groups of two or more who pro-
duce written communications in opposition
to a referendum need a disclaimer with the

words “paid for by” followed by the “name
of the group and name and address of its
agent.” The Friends’ flyer included no such
disclaimer and its identity is not disclosed
on its website (which is still up at the time
of this article’s writing) or in its email blasts.
What's more, Connecticut General Statute
9-605 requires a political group that spends
more than $1,000 to influence a referen-
dum to register with the town clerk as a po-
litical committee. That didn’t happen ei-
ther.

Nor did the Friends respond to public
challenges to identify themselves, or to ef-
forts this month by Chronicle editors to initi-
ate a conversation.

Commission spokesman Foley relayed
that the commission has authority to im-
pose fines and can refer cases to state pros-
ecutors, but places strong emphasis instead
on education and correction. Investigators
are confident that the Friends” identities
will be found and made public.

The investigator in charge of
the case is Stephanie Fish. The

R

agency encourages anyone who might
have information regarding the identity
of the Friends to contact her directly at
stephanie.fish@ct.gov.

This invitation extends to the Friends as
well. They have a last chance to reveal
themselves before being exposed by the au-
thorities. They’ve lost their chance to per-
suade voters, but perhaps still have a
chance to restore a measure of neighborli-
ness in Cornwall’s public discourse.

—Bill McClane

Climate Chaos in Cornwall

Oldtimers have probably noticed that since
the 1980s, winters have been getting warm-
er, spring has been arriving earlier, trees
have been relentlessly attacked by pests
and pathogens, and invasive species have
taken over roadsides and the forest under-
story. Clearly Cornwall is undergoing
changes similar to those being reported
from around the world. Indeed, the unpre-
dictability of climate change—or climate
chaos as we like to call it—makes it scary
and hard to deal with.

So, how is climate change affecting the
ecology of Cornwall? From the vegetational
perspective, the impacts are clear: tempera-
ture and rainfall patterns that once charac-
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emerald ash borer from China has been
killing tens of thousands of Cornwall’s ash
trees for the past five or six years.

Meanwhile, nitrogen and sulfur com-
pounds falling from the sky as a result of
the burning of fossil fuels (formerly called
“acid rain”) has significantly altered the
chemistry of our soils and destabi-
lized longstanding plant-microbial
relationships, and by extension,
transformed the patterns of plant
distribution. Finally, globaliza-
tion has introduced countless
organisms into Cornwall that
seem to be much better adapted
to our changing environmental
conditions than many native spe-
cies, making a mockery of the
idea that we can restore ecosys-
tems that existed before climate
change impacts kicked in. Taken
together, these shifts have dramatically al-
tered the current composition of our forests
and make any projections about their fu-
ture trajectory highly uncertain.

As for animals, Cornwall’s birdwatch-
ers will likely be first to notice the local dis-
appearance of bird species that are no lon-
ger able to breed in the southern portions of
their ranges; birds such as bobolinks and
several warbler, vireo, sparrow, and thrush
species whose ranges will contract north to
Canada while a few southern bird species
move into our area (e.g., black vultures).
Another change is the declining population
and distribution of amphibians, reptiles,
small mammals, and native insects that
don’t have birds’ abilities to move
rapidly northward in response to
our warming climate. Animals’
ranges need to be highly flexible
if they are going to stay ahead of
climate change.

As with plants, the accelerating
spread of pests and pathogens
that accompany climate warm-
ing mean modulations to our
local fauna that can’t be accu-
rately predicted. More tragi-
cally, we will likely continue to
witness the continued diminish-
ment in the numbers of
native insects and by ex-
tension, the animals that
depend on them for food.
Migratory birds that arrive
in Cornwall in the spring have to
deal with climate changes across the
thousands of miles they travel, as well as

they are already making the necessary ad-
justments.
— Peter Del Tredici and Larry Master

Finally, the Rummage Sale

For just under a cool hundred, this patron
walked away with a vintage sewing ma-
chine table, a marble run, a pair of
ice skates, and —the humdinger—a
pair of purple mermaid brassiere
shells. What shopping experi-
ence other than the venerable,
annual Cornwall’'s Woman'’s So-
ciety Rummage Sale promises
such eclectic value? This year
marked the 94" sale, which would
have been the 96th were it not for
the two-year Covid-inspired hia-
tus. That's old enough for the
grandparents of residents to have
gone as children.

Organizers have stopped making the
earnings public (there’s concern that men-
tioning how much cash is on hand invites
misdeeds), but according to Woman'’s Soci-
ety treasurer Cheryl Thibault, it was the
best year ever. Not surprising to many
Cornwallians who’ve waited two years for
the tradition’s return.

The Woman’s Society shares the sale’s

profits with a myriad of local causes. Past
donations have been made to Chore Ser-
vice, Women'’s Support Services Inc, Town
of Cornwall Food and Fuel, Clifton Read
Fund, and more.
One hundred-thirty volunteers lent
their time to this year’s sale, though
one absence felt among volunteers
was Betty Silbert, who passed in
2019. Betty had long over-
seen the metals depart-
ment. This year her two
daughters Donna and Jo-
anne stepped in to offer
up the pewter, copper
and silver household trea-
sures that their mother
once curated. “They did
an amazing job. I know Betty
would be proud,” Thibault
noted.

Another noted absence
was food. St. Peter’s Church wasn't
able to provide the noshes that
helped fuel rummagers in sales
past. Thibault says they are hop-
ing to find a new food service
vendor for next year, and are

Land Transfers

Faith Ann Culligan to Jacob F. Hurlburt, one
acre of land with all buildings and improve-
ments thereon at 4 Hollenbeck Road, for
$154,375.

Robert M. Munson and Stephen P. Kocis to
Robin H. Gray, property with buildings and
improvements thereon at 27 Cemetery Hill
Road, for $575,000.

National Society of Compliance Professionals,
Inc. to Gift of Giving, LLC, land with buildings
and improvements thereon at 22 Kent Road, for

$330,000.

Robert B. and Nell Nicholas to Nicholas T.
Karabinis and Laura T. Lombardi, land with
buildings and improvements thereon at 5 Twixt
Road, for $475,000.

Emily Miller to Ivan Miller, her interest in land
with all improvements thereon at 186 Warren
Hill Road, for $200,000

taking suggestions.

The sale has evolved, as many return
shoppers can attest. I recall one year when
the sale was still held entirely in the village.
I'd taken a late-night stroll to scout which
area would be good to hit first, when the
proverbial rope dropped. At the entrance
sat a woman who looked very old to me at
the time. She was in a rocking chair reading
under the light of a standing lamp, pow-
ered by an extension cord that swirled to-
ward the inside of the UCC.

“I'm here on guard in case any robbers
come,” she warned, sizing me up. Then she
cocked her head to the left and said, “Cilla’s
over there in her pick-up with a rifle, just in
case.” The Woman’s Society’s charitable ef-
forts were then and remain now in good
hands. —Maggie Tauranac

WEC: Work from Cornwall

On March 11, 2020, the World Health Orga-
nization declared COVID-19 a global pan-
demic. On March 12 of the same year, the
office schedule of full-time employees in
this country changed. What many thought
would be a few days or weeks of working
from home became a new way of working,
with 70% of this workforce working re-
motely during the pandemic.

Today, 45% of this work force continues
to work from home through new hybrid
work schedules—a flexible model that
combines remote and in-office work. In
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fact, hybrid schedules have been adapted
by many of the world’s leading companies
including Microsoft, Citigroup, and Nike.

And while most companies still de-
scribe an employee’s telecommute as
“working from home” (i.e. their primary
residence), Gallup research identified that
20% of that 45% actually work from other
destinations. As you might imagine, one
such place is Cornwall. While we
can’t quantify the number of
part-time residents now working
from Cornwall, many local busi-
nesses are seeing unexpect-
ed traffic

Frank Way of the new
restaurant in West Cornwall is
finding that “Thursday night is of-
ten as big as a Friday night.” With
only a few months of data, it’s hard
to know if this can be attributed to an
influx of full-time employees work-
ing remotely. But the story is similar
for 3 Guys Ski & Ride. They have
seen steady sales since opening in
2021, and a large, yet unexpected,
increase in sales has been for bike
service and repair. This could suggest more
people are out riding.

A further example comes from
Barton Jones of the Cornwall Conser-
vation Trust, who talks with certain-
ty of an increase in the use of trails.
The Pine Knob Loop, for example,
would have 20 cars instead of five at
the height of the pandemic. He says
there is a “bottom-line increase in
demand for outdoor recreation.”
When asked if this increase has had a
negative impact on the environment,
Jones says hikers are used to the concept of
“leave no trace behind,” and know to “stay
on marked trails.”

Making firm conclusions about social
trends can be tricky, but the remote-work
phenomenon does seem to be continuing.
As a telecommuter who still works from
Cornwall on most Thursdays and Fridays
due to my office’s hybrid work schedule, I
can say I get breakfast at Suzie’s Bakery
each morning, lunch at the Cornwall Coun-
try Store each afternoon, and head to
Frank’s for dinner most Thursday nights
when I get into town. This just couldn’t
happen if I were working in the office five
days a week. —Neil Frauenglass

A Frank Barback

“How long has it been since there was a real
bar in Cornwall?” I've heard this question
posed by more than one patron. “Twenty
years at least,” someone will reply. “Not
since the Deck,” someone will invariably
offer. “Well, that means 30 years then.” No
hard and fast conclusion is ever reached
but everyone concedes it’s been too long.
Being a barback at Frank Foods has giv-
en me a crash course on Cornwallian histo-
ry—but it strikes me that the bustling
crowds on the three nights we’re open

Letters to the Chronicle

AN HISTORIC CORRECTION

Last month’s article on the Historical Soci-
ety’s new exhibit (“Finding Freeman/s, Corn-
wall Chronicle, August 2022) underplays the
role played by Ryan Bachman, the young vol-
unteer from Sharon who already had experi-
ence with archaeological digs. Ryan, then 22,
searched Cornwall’s records and located, in
the summer of 2013, the piece of land once
belonging to the Freeman couple, where
they lived with their daughter. He cleared
away the centuries of fallen leaves covering
the ruins of the house, then dug test pits
around the site, carefully removing
and screening the soil from each pit. I
assisted him only after he had started
working on this project. (All those
leaves he saved aside in plastic bags
and piled back on top of the site after-
wards.) Cornwall’s  history  buffs
should note that at the time when the
Freemans were raising their cattle
and earning their living while own-
ing their own home in Cornwall, there were
actually Connecticut state laws forbid-
ding any Black person to own land, or
even to own a business. The town of
Cornwall did not enforce those laws,
and thus the couple was able to thrive.
— Ann Schillinger

SHAPING UP LIKE A GRAMMA
Thinking about grandmothers, the kind we
had when I was young. I'm one myself now as I
head into my ninth decade. But grandmother
style has changed a whole lot between the 1940s
and today.

Grandmothers, in my family at any rate,
were invariably stout, hair netted and buttressed

about with some form of corsetry. The outer lay-
er was most often a cotton print dress which
buttoned up the front and was held in place with
a belt covered with the same cloth as the dress.
Both my grandmothers were shod in black low-
heeled absolutely-no-nonsense shoes, which also
closed up front, and were worn with every-
thing—sort of like the Queen.

My Hubbard grandmother smelled comfort-
ably of cold cream and bath powder as I leaned
against her after supper to hear her read great
works like The Princess and Curdy or The
Rollo Boys. I loved to watch her double chin
tremble and wobble as she read.

She was firm with me (good for her) about
no bare feet and helping with chores, like weed-
ing which her girth made difficult. I was not
cooperative and fled, without my shoes, the mo-
ment I saw the kids I hung with in Cornwall
Village—gone for the day.

My own grandmother skills are focused on
two small boys who live in the Boston area who
I shower with interesting and intellect-building
presents. I am advised in their selection by the
web —especially wickeduncle.com, a really good
source of ideas. My record is pretty good.

One thing my grandboys will never see is
their grandmother corseted and in a dress. As I
write I am wearing a T-shirt, a pair of khakis,
and Teva flip-flops. Not a trace of cold cream or
bath powder.

I have fond memories of my two grand-
mothers whose body shapes I have inherited. |
can’t forget a story told about my uncle Tom
Hubbard who was a small boy when one of the
great aunts, also ample in form, visited. Tom
came downstairs, eyes wide, and said to every-
one in the living room, “I just saw Aunt Rosie
in her big skin.” —Lisa L. Simont

(Thursday, Friday, Saturday) is making a
bit of local history too. Many of the faces are
familiar, table reservations for dinner are
getting harder to make, and the bar is held
for first-come, first-served patrons—so
there’s plenty of activity. Most come for
some sort of dinner, but about a quarter
come for a drink before heading off to a
dinner party somewhere else in town or af-
ter seeing Guys and Dolls at Sharon Play-
house.

I see many of the same faces I do at The
Local up the street (where I also work). It
seems people in Cornwall are eager to pa-
tronize a place that gets them out of the
house, but still keeps them in the same
warm glow of the community they know.

I've heard some complaints that Frank’s
is too loud on busy nights, but I think the
noise helps promote a more intimate quali-
ty to private conversations. People lean in

to talk closely, as if sharing a secret in a
place where most people really are curious
to overhear, and happy that the music and
contrapuntal conversations can disguise
their confessions.

Being young (still in high school at
Housy), I'm not allowed to serve any of the
alcohol that helps lubricate the conversa-
tions, not even to my teachers when they
come in for a beer. (Which I admit feels dis-
orienting.) I'm still on the steep part of the
learning curve as I make efforts to quickly
and unobtrusively replenish lemon, lime,
and maraschino cherry wells, swap out
used syrup bottles, and deliver food to
bar-seated patrons.

Questions come my way as well: What
do you want to do in college? I've been
asked at least a dozen times. “Engineer-
ing,” I say. There’s never a shortage of
opinion on why that’s a smart choice these
days, followed by words of encourage-
ment. In that way, Frank Food feels like a
sort of constant family reunion.

That kind of energy hovers over the
whole place. There’s never a night when

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

patrons don’t cross from table to table or
table to bar to greet someone. “I saw your
talk on Zoom, I thought it was great”; “I
didn't know you guys were back from
Maine already!”, “You know who else sells
duck eggs now?” One couple came in for
dinner and played “Shut the Box” at their
table, a dice game. I was curious so they
taught me the rules.

As for the bar “scene,” it's evolving.
One patron told me that she likes that she
nearly always runs into friends, but that
people don’t go to “be seen,” and chalks
that quality up to the nature of Cornwalli-
ans. Maybe the bar “scene” is an extension
of the community itself. —Shanea Togninalli

Cornwall Briefs

* Transfer Station: The new transfer sta-
tion office is largely complete, and the tem-
porary trailer is going to be removed short-
ly. There will be no grand opening, but
residents are welcome to visit the office
during transfer station hours. Lisa Keskin-
en designed the new office, and Jim Terrall
oversaw its construction. Gordon Ridgway
reported that the total cost for the project
was approximately $90,000.
* Food pantry: Ridgway reported that do-
nations to the food pantry have dropped
considerably in the last few months. He
said this is a critical change as the needs of
local families have, in fact, doubled. As the
threat from Covid-19 diminishes in our
community, so do the social programs and
funding that bolstered families during the
pandemic.
* Septic Committee: The West Cornwall
Water/Septic Committee will be reconven-
ing this fall as it moves forward after the
vote to fund the project last month. The
committee will be chaired by Todd Piker,
with Don Bachman as vice-chair, and
committee members Richard Griggs, Ian
Ingersoll, Dave Dolinsky, Priscilla Pavel,
with additions of Bruce Whiteford, Erik
Teitz, and Bill Hurlburt. The new slogan
for the Committee is “Forward!”

— Annie Kosciusko

No Outlet?

Have something to say about Cornwall?
The Chronicle may be looking for you! Pitch
in now with time or money...or even both.
It’s your paper! Send checks to P.O. Box 6,
West Cornwall 06796 and other inquiries to

info@cornwallchronicle.org.

Events & Announcements

Art In Cornwall

The annual Cornwall Artists
Open Studio will be held Satur-
day, September 3, from 1 to 5 p.m.
For a list of the participating art-
ists, directions to their studios, and a
map, please go to cornwallct.org,
click “History and Culture” then
“Arts and Artists.”

Art opening of “Armin Landeck:
Architecture and Abstraction” at the
Cornwall Library, featuring works by
Armin Landeck and his grandson Mi-
chael Heming. September 10 at 5 p.m. Ex-
hibit open until Oct 23. Please register for
opening. “Pentimento Paintings,” Greg
Goldberg’s exhibit, continues until Sep-
tember 3.

On Sunday, September 18 at 11:30 a.Mm.,
the UCC Parish House hosts an opening re-
ception for “Summer Reflections,” featur-
ing paintings by Susan Hellman, Zejke
Hermann, Charles Besozzi, and photogra-
phy by Lazlo Gyorsok and Joan Hinchman.
Open Monday-Thursday and Saturday
from 9 a.M. to noon; Sunday, from 10 a.m. to
noon or by appointment with one of the art-
ists, through October 30.

The Souterrain Gallery will be hosting
an artist reception for “Nature’s Core,” a
show by photographer Bela Selendy, on
Saturday September 24, from 3 to 6ish
p.M. This will be accompanied by music
and a Dan Evans special BBQ as part of
the Wish House 25-year anniversary. All
are welcome to join the party. More at
souterraingallery.net.

At the Cornwall Library

Talk by Judy McElhone, founder of Tor-
rington’s Five Points Gallery. September 3
at 5 r.M,, live and Zoom. Free, but registra-
tion is required.

“Writing the Stories of Your Life,” with
Deb Devins. September 7, for four consecu-
tive Wednesdays from 3 to 5 r.m. Class size
is limited to eight people, minimum six.
The fee is $40 for all four sessions.

“Jagged Memories: Four Novels by Ka-
zuo Ishiguro,” a seminar by Mark Scar-
brough. September 27 through November
15 from 10:30 a.m. until noon, via Zoom.

The Cornwall Agricultural Commission is
holding the 30th Cornwall Agricultural Fair
on September 10 on the town green from 10
AM. to 4 p.m. Farmers’ market goods and
displays, animals, tractors, and unique an-
tique cars and trucks, along with the saw-
mill, will be up and running. Judging of all

vegetables and craft displays will be under
the white tent, along with a special display
of locally grown pumpkins. The CVFD
Cow Chip Raffle will also be held.
Games start at 1 p.m. Bubble gum chew-
ing, egg toss, and sack races—fun for
all ages. Food by Chris Durham and
crew, with shorter wait times, thanks
to some streamlining. (Vendors: we
ask you to bring your own tent and
table for displays.) Questions? Call
Bill Dinneen at 860-248-1543 or
Wendy Kennedy at 860-672-3487.
Hope to see you all there.

The Cornwall Garden Club
September 10 from 10 a.Mm. to 4 P.m., Vis-
it the CGC table at the Ag Fair for a kids’
craft workshop and info on natural gar-
dening initiatives. No registration or fee
required.

End-of-Season Garden Party on Sep-
tember 17, from noon to 1:30 r.m. Garden
book swap and potluck lunch. Cream Hill
Lake Association. Rain or shine. RSVP by
September 14.

Park & Rec is hosting Movie Night on
the town green on September 10. Join us
for Charlotte’s Web at 6:30 p.m.; bring your
own picnic. There will be games for the
kids. Movie starts at 8 p.m. Park & Rec
concession stand. A great way to finish off
the fun Ag Fair day. For more details go

to cornwallparkrec.org.

© 0000000000000 000000000000 0 00

CORNWALL CHRONICLE

cornwallchronicle.or
THIS MONTH
Bill McClane, Lory Bevans, and Jonathan Landman, Editors
Erica Prud’homme, Illustrations

NEXT MONTH
Ella Clark, Mare Rubin, and Bob Meyers, Editors
ellac373@gmail.com, Marerubin2@gmail.com and
bobiimeyers@gmail.com
MANAGING EDITOR Ruth Epstein

CALENDAR EDITOR Cara Weigold
calendar@cornwallchronicle.org

ILLUSTRATIONS EDITOR Valorie Fisher
valorie@valoriefisher.com

CIRCULATION Robert Adzema, Nan and John Bevans

DIRECTORS
Paul De Angelis, PRESIDENT
Annie Kosciusko, VICE PRESIDENT
Ann Gold, SECRETARY
Tom Barrett, TREASURER

Kerry Donahue ® Gregory Galloway  Erin Hedden
Juergen Kalwa ¢ Jonathan Landman ¢ Bob Meyers

Jacque Schiller e Lisa L. Simont

Tom and Margaret Bevans, FOUNDERS
Printed at Moore & More Printing, Millerton NY

THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, wed be glad to mail the
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796.
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at: info@cornwallchronicle.org




