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Heathering the Storm
Since 2018, Heather Dinneen has simulta-
neously served three municipal posts in 
Cornwall: director of the Department of 
Social Services, Municipal Agent on Ag-
ing, and Municipal Veterans Representa-
tive. Many know her role supervising the 
food pantry—but the role goes beyond 
that. She’s a problem solver and advocate 
for Cornwallians experiencing financial 
hardship.
	 During her tenure, the town endured 
the pandemic and its repercussions—bad 
and good.  She’s very proud of how the 
community stepped up and how they con-
tinue to, even now, in terms of donations 
and volunteering. After nearly five years, 
she’s stepping away mostly to focus on her 
family. The difficult job of replacing her is 
underway. The Board of Selectmen, along 
with Heather, are well into evaluating sev-
eral candidates, but no pick at the time of 
this writing.
	 As she departs, she has great confidence 
in the town’s collective support for those 
who need extra help…but she’s also sound-
ing the alarm on a figurative electrical 
storm that’s bearing down on vulnerable 
Cornwall residents: Eversource turn-offs.
	 Among emergency relief measures en-
acted during the Covid-19 pandemic was a 
moratorium on “turn-offs” by power com-

panies. This meant that even if you 
couldn’t pay your power bill, the provider 
couldn’t turn off your electricity—regard-
less of how much was owed. This relief 
measure ended in May, however, and now 
Connecticut residents, including 80-plus 
families in Cornwall, owe Eversource 
months, even years of unpaid balances, 
because the meter kept running even if the 
company couldn’t turn off the power. Add 
charges and other fees, and about 30 of the 
indebted families now owe Eversource 
over $76,000 in back payments and could 
face a shut-off. No refrigeration, no lights, 
often no heat, or even a well pump for 
drinking water…it’s a devastating blow. 
The majority owe anywhere from $500 to 
$1,500 with some owing as much as 
$10,000. Heather is spending much of her 
final time trying to advocate and negotiate 
on behalf of Cornwall residents and this 
task will loom large for the incoming so-
cial worker as well. “They are out for 
blood,” she says of the Eversource leader-
ship—who have been threatening legal 

action along with turn-offs now 
that government protection has end-
ed. Eversource is open to payment plans, 
but as Heather sees it, the numbers aren’t 
adding up. One veteran in town is being 
offered a $400-a-month payoff plan, an im-
possibility on his single fixed income.
	 Heather is quick to point out that it’s a 
statewide issue, and that towns like Water-
bury are in even worse positions because 
of the sheer number of residents. For con-
text, Eversource made a $1.4 billion profit 
last year, with just over $590 million of 
that coming from electrical distribution. 
The $79,000 owed by Cornwall residents is 
roughly .013% of Eversource’s electrical 
profits for 2022.
	 Public advocacy has helped push Ever-
source in one positive direction. Starting in 
January 2024, a low-income rate program 
will allow residents with the lowest in-
comes to pay a minimal amount each 
month (typically $50). However, the cost 
of living in Cornwall means residents need 
a certain level of income which often pre-
cludes them from these types of programs, 
and it remains to be seen how many resi-
dents will qualify. Don’t wait, Heather 
urges—until that program launches. Resi-
dents can still apply for a payment plan, 
even one they know they cannot afford 
and cycle on and off that plan.

—Bill McClane

This Month:  
Mondays:  Qigong-Tai Chi Easy, 10–11 am The Union  Hatha Yoga, 5:30–6:45 pm The Union; 
Wednesdays:  Hatha Yoga, 8:30–10 am The Union;  Tai Chi Long Form, 5:30–7 pm Town Hall; 
Saturdays:  Gentle Vinyasa Flow, 9 am The Union (No class on 9/9);  Cornwall Co-op Farm Market, 
9 am–12:30 pm Village Green;  West Cornwall Farm Market, 10 am–1 pm Wish House; Sundays:  

Hatha Yoga, 9–10:30 am The Union.

 Labor Day 
Benefit Art Sale 
6–8 pm Library

 Labor Day 
Benefit Art Sale 

10 am–4 pm Library
  Cornwall Open Studio

1–5 pm 
  Cornwall Country Dance 

7–9:30 pm Town Hall

 Labor Day 
Benefit Art Sale 

10 am–4 pm Library

 Labor Day 
Benefit Art Sale 

10 am–5 pm Library
🖥 Inland Wetlands/Water 

Courses Meeting 
7 pm Zoom  

        🖥 Board of Selectmen 
     7:30 pm Zoom

 Labor Day 
Benefit Art Sale 

Noon–7 pm Library

 Labor Day 
Benefit Art Sale 

Noon–5 pm Library

 Labor Day 
Benefit Art Sale 

Noon–6 pm Library

 Garden Club: 
Under the Green Tent
10 am–1 pm Ag Fair

 Cornwall Agricultural Fair
10 am–4 pm  
 Labor Day 

Benefit Art Sale 
10 am–5 pm Library

 Park & Recreation 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Town Hall

    Community/Senior 
Lunch Noon 

UCC Parish House
🖥 West Cornwall Septic 
Committee 5 pm Zoom
  Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting 

7 pm Library
🖥 Housatonic River 

Commission 7:30 pm Zoom

 Clean-Up Day 
9 am–Noon CCT 

 Ocean Watercolor Art 
Class 10–11:30 am Library 

 Garden Club Party 
Noon–1:30 pm CHLA

  The Sustainable Home 
4 pm CHS 

 Gelah Penn Opening 
Reception 5–7 pm Library

 Opening Reception: 
“Native Shavings, Carvings 
by Duke Besozzi and Jean 

Bouteiller” 
11:30 am–1:30 pm 
UCC Parish House

          🖥 Board of Selectmen 
7:30 pm Zoom

 Community Social Hour 
3–4 pm Town Hall  

🖥 Board of Education 
Meeting 

4:15 pm CCS

🖥 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting 

9 am Zoom   
🖥 Board of Finance 

Meeting 
7 pm Zoom

 Watercolor Ocean 
Scenes: Art class with 

Collette Hurst 
10 am–11:30 am Library

🖥 ZBA* 7 pm Zoom

   Community/Senior 
Breakfast 

9 am UCC Parish House
 Mark Scarbrough 
“Arthurian Seminar”
10:30 am–12:30 pm 

Library/Zoom  
🖥 Econ. Dev. Comm. 

Meeting 7:30 pm Zoom

 Region One 
ABC Committee 

7 pm Zoom
 Beginner Bridge Classes 

3–5 pm Library

 Sep. 30–Oct. 3
     IronHike Endurance 
at Mohawk Mountain  
 Watercolor Ocean 

Scenes: Art class with 
Collette Hurst 

10 am–11:30 am Library
 Newcomers Tea

3–5 pm Library
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Goodbye to Friends
 Todd Aichele

Judith Mellecker Parker

Land Transfers 
 Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD) to Dylan Abate, land with 
buildings thereon at 183 Kent Rd, for $365,110

Brady J Babbitt and Sterling Babbitt to Cyril and 
Shannon S. Montoya, land with buildings thereon 

at 410 Sharon Goshen Turnpike for $400,000

Calvin T. Daniels to Block 1, LLC, vacant land at 
11 Applewood Lane, for $70,000

Bearing with the Bears
I’ve spent 50 years hunting in Cornwall and 
have experienced the restoration of multi-
ple wildlife species. I’ve also had many 
bear encounters, more, I suspect, than most 
folks.
	 There’s been a good amount of 
back and forth recently on wheth-
er Connecticut should have a 
“bear hunt”—meaning a reg-
ulated, licensed bear season. 
In March of this year, Con-
necticut state legislators, to the 
dismay of many hunters and 
many rural residents, voted to not in-
clude a bear season in the state’s 
overall hunting schedule. Among 
New England states, Connecticut is 
now alone in its lack of a bear season.
	 Connecticut currently leads its New 
England neighbors in number of bear en-
counters. There was a record high of 67 
documented bear home invasions in Con-
necticut in 2022, up from 45 in 2020. There’s 
also a growing handful of too-close-for-
comfort incidents in Litchfield County: a 
74-year-old woman bitten by a bear while 
walking her dog in April of this year and a 
man bitten in the hand, also with his dog 
present. Then there was the 2022 attack on a 
10-year-old boy playing in his grandpar-
ents’ backyard in Morris. DEEP determined 
that this rare attack was nonetheless preda-
tory—investigators believe that the bear 
intended to kill and eat the boy. It’s import-
ant to note that black bears have only killed 
61 people in all of North America since 
1900. But maybe it’s also worth noting that 
for much of that time, black bear popula-
tions were at near extinction levels in 
many states. Those low populations 
justified years of protected status for 
black bears, which are largely still in 
place now.
	 Today, Connecticut’s black bear 
population continues to climb. It’s es-
timated there are somewhere in 
the neighborhood of 1,200 bears 
in Connecticut, with about 120 
new cubs born each year. Where 
are all these bears living? They 
are in the ever-growing acreage 
of Connecticut forest. In 1850, 
Connecticut was approximately 
20% forested land; as of 2023 it’s 
60% forested. That amounts to 1.8 mil-
lion new acres of forest. 
	 But the forested habitat is only 
part of the story. According to Con-
necticut State Wildlife biologist Jason 
Hawley, bears do very well in “fringe” en-
vironments where human and wild habi-
tats merge. Human food and garbage, agri-
cultural crops, and livestock are all 
resources bears exploit well. It’s likely that 
Connecticut residents are encountering 
more bears because the bears are drawn to 
these fringe areas that humans frequent. 
The results range from damaged cornfields 
and cultivated honey bee hives to the occa-

sional meal of small livestock, and the un-
precedented number of human encounters.
	 With the benefit of fringe environments, 
the expansion of forested land, and all bear 
sport hunting banned, Connecticut bears 
are currently enjoying advantages that hav-
en’t existed since before humans arrived in 

Connecticut territories over 10,000 
years ago.

	 There’s no doubt that 
protections for black bears 
have played a vital role in their 
resurgence. The big question 
now is whether the continued 

near-total protection of black 
bears, along with their current 

numbers, is fostering a bear popula-
tion that is out of balance with Con-

necticut’s environment. Humans aren’t the 
only species feeling the impact: young tur-
key poults and deer fawns are faring worse 
with the increased predation of black bears.
	 One well established method of bring-
ing bear population into balance is a 
well-regulated hunting season. I believe 
that’s what Connecticut needs.
	 There are many misconceptions as to 
what a bear season would mean. Here are 
some good rules-of-thumb for a well-
run hunt from an experienced hunt-
er. First, the best programs are 
run by lottery (like Maine’s 
moose lottery which has 
been going on since 1979). 
This allows state authorities to 
regulate the exact number of an-
imals culled each year. Let’s say 
Connecticut conservation experts 
wanted to cull 120 bears in 2023—
roughly the number of new bear births—

which would help level out popula-
tion growth. Then 120 lottery licenses 
for bears would be sold. Each hunter 
could “bag” one bear during a limited 
number of days a year. Geographic 
restrictions could also be part of the 

process. A fee to process licenses and 
to establish check stations would 
give biologists an invaluable 
tool—an opportunity to study, 
weigh, and take blood, hair, and 
DNA samples from harvested 
bears. The data collected helps 
scientists to better understand the 
population for the future.
	In fairness, only one entry per per-

son should be allowed for the lottery 
and a person receiving a permit 
should be blocked from entering the 
following year. A lottery hunt is an 
elegant system that uses already 

available resources. As a sportsman with a 
long history of hunting here in Cornwall, 
I see nothing but advantages. One of 
which is that it gives back to the hunt-
ers—who in turn give a great deal to-
wards the natural resources of the 
United States and Connecticut. 
Many are not aware of the Pitt-
man-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Act passed in 1937. It placed a 

modest tax on firearms, ammunition, and 
archery equipment which raises over $1 bil-
lion a year. Millions of dollars of this mon-
ey are allocated to Connecticut every year 
for wildlife programs and purchase of state 
lands. So, if you enjoy biking, hiking, hunt-
ing in the forests, or seeing wildlife, espe-
cially bears in your yards and fields in 
Cornwall, thank a hunter.

—Warren Stevens

A Principal Change
It started in January. Leanne Magu-

ire saw a posting for the position 
of principal at the Cornwall 
Consolidated School. At the 

time Leanne was in her 20th year 
in the Torrington school district. It’s 

where Maguire started her career as an 
educator—winning teacher of the year in 

2018, before becoming an assistant principal 
at Torrington Middle School and then at Tor-
rington High School. With mixed feelings 
stemming from a long and loyal relationship 
with Torrington’s schools, she applied for 
the CCS job. By the numbers, the schools are 
different. Torrington middle and high 
schools each have 1,000-plus students along 
with multiple assistant principals in each 
school. CCS has 95 students starting this fall, 
and no assistant principal.
	 Weeks after applying, Maguire found 
herself sitting before a panel of 18 “stake-
holders” of CCS: parents, teachers, admin-
istrators, school board members, the custo-
dian, and the departing principal, Mary 
Kay Ravenola. The conversation lasted 
over two hours. The call back came shortly 
after—she was one of a short list of finalists. 
Then came a five-hour day of classroom 
observation that found her moving from 
room to room in the school as teachers and 
evaluators gauged how she interacted 
with students. This was followed by a one-
hour driving tour of Cornwall. Maguire 

was impressed by the thoroughness and 
openness of the process. And something 

else was happening—she was really 
starting to fall for Cornwall and for 
CCS. She knew at that point that if 

she got the job, she’d take it. It was a 
scary moment, because she didn’t know 
whether or not CCS had “fallen” for 
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her. When she came for a fourth time for a 
final interview with the 18 stakeholders—
she found herself checking her own words, 
saying things like “When I come back” then 
changing it to “If I come back,” so as not to 
seem presumptuous. When she got the call 
from Superintendent Lisa Carter offering 
her the job, Lisa said “You will be coming 
back.”			     —Loren Bevans

If a Tree Falls…
Tree wardens have been a mandatory 
part of Connecticut towns since 1901. 
That’s when the Connecticut legislature 
passed the law out of concern about 
woodland clearing and the loss of the 
“public benefit of trees.”
	 In Cornwall, the town’s long-time 
highway foreman Jim Vanicky is two 
years into also serving as tree warden, 
with Bruce Bennett as the assistant. Van-
icky’s 30-plus years working for the town 
carries on a tradition of long-serving war-
dens: Ted Gold in the 1940s, Roland Fenn 
in the ‘50s, and George Brown in the ‘70s 
and ‘80s. Tree wardens have “care and 
control” over all municipal public trees 
and shrubs.
	 In the past, the town’s road crews 
monitored the few trees that needed to be 
removed and took care of them on an 
“as-needed basis.” Now, as invasive in-
sects and diseases weaken trees and 
storms intensify, the volume of trees that 
needs to be removed has significantly in-
creased time and the need for a new plan.
	 The Board of Selectmen has directed 
the tree wardens to adopt a more active 
monitoring protocol. The first step is to 
survey potentially dangerous trees in a 
public right-of-way, generally deter-
mined by the stone walls lining most 
Cornwall roads. The health of worrisome 
trees is assessed from root to crown, and 
each aspect is assigned a number. The 
higher the total, the more imminent the 
threat. The trees go on a prioritized list. 
“We’ve never had to deal with so many 
trees at once,” Vanicky said. On 
Town Street alone, they have 
marked 100 trees that need to 
come down.
	 The cost to the town adds 
up. When a tree threatens 
electrical infrastructure, Van-
icky appeals to Eversource to re-
move it. For trees that threaten 
houses and roads, he works with 
local crews to bring them down as 
efficiently as possible, though it can feel 
like they are “chasing their tails” given 
the need.
	 For those who worry about too many 
trees coming down, the tree warden’s 
goal is to remove only trees that pose a 
danger and to save any tree that can con-
tinue to offer its many benefits to our en-
vironment. Anyone worried about a tree 
on public land should contact the select-
men’s office.	              —Kerry Donahue

Cornwall Briefs
• Candidates for this year’s local munici-
pal elections have been announced:

First Selectman
	 Gordon Ridgway (DEM/Incumbent)
	 Kenneth C. Baird (REP)
Selectman:
	 Rocco Botto (DEM)
	 John F. Brown (REP)
	 Jennifer Markow (Petitioning)
Town Clerk: 
	 Vera L. Dinneen (REP/(DEM)
Treasurer: 
	 Richard Bramley (DEM)
	 Nicholas Daifotis (REP)
Tax Collector: 
	 Jean D. Bouteiller (DEM/(REP)
Board of Finance (Full Term):
	 Jessica Brackman (DEM)
	 Joseph Pryor (REP)
Board Of Finance (2-Year Vacancy): 
	 Oscar Anderson (REP)
	 Gary Steinkohl (Petitioning/DEM)
Board Of Finance, Alternate:
	 Kate Sandmeyer Ward (DEM)
	 Cody Gillotti (REP)
Board of Education: 
	 Hugh Cheney (DEM)
	 Iris Hermann (DEM)
	 Rachel Matsudaira (REP) 
	 Katherine Scoville (REP)
	 Christiann Bodwell (REP)
Board of Assessment Appeals: 
	 Richard Bramley (DEM)
	 Brittany Mosimann (REP)
Planning & Zoning Commission: 
	 Anna M. Timell (DEM) 
	 Christine Gray (DEM)
	 Christopher Jackson (REP)
Zoning Board of Appeals (Full Term): 
	 Scott Cady (DEM)
	 Richard Wolkowitz (DEM)
	 Cody Gillotti (REP)
	 Caroline Daifotis (Petitioning/REP)
Zoning Board of Appeals (2-Year Vacancy):
	 Carl Hermann (REP)

• Impact from heavy summer rains 
still being felt.  A retaining wall 
just past the Mill Brook’s 90-de-
gree turn will need to be re-en-
forced or rebuilt, and West Road 

remains closed from its earlier 
wash-out. Plans are afoot to pave 
portions of Popple Swamp, Dudley-
town, Everest Hill, and West roads 
to hopefully reduce wash- out risk 

in the future.
• The West Cornwall Wastewater 
Treatment project has hit an-
other EPA hurdle. The col-
lection pipes will be within 
the Mill Brook floodplain. 
An appeal is in the works 
with the EPA for review.
• CCS has a new third- 
grade teacher: Kaitlyn 
Buckley. Kaitlyn is a CCS 
graduate herself (class of 

2015). She’s earned a degree in elementary 
education from Western Connecticut State 
University and is looking forward to be-
coming colleagues with current CCS teach-
ers, many of whom she remembers as a kid!  
Welcome back! 		    —Bill McClane

Corrections
In our last issue we stated that “the Corn-
wall Association is accepting grant applica-
tions”, when in fact it is the Cornwall Foun-
dation…

Events & Announcements
At the Cornwall Library
	 The library’s Labor Day Benefit Art 
Sale is back, opening on Friday evening, 
September 1, and running through Sep-
tember 9. Donations of paintings, prints, 
watercolors, and posters from vintage to 
contemporary have been coming in all 
summer. Proceeds support the library’s 
wide-ranging collection and events pro-
gramming all year long. Opening recep-
tion on Friday, September 1, from 6 to 8 
p.m. continuing Saturday, September 2, 
and Sunday, September 3, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and during library hours through 
Saturday, September 9, until 5 p.m.
	 Art Workshop with Collette Hurst: 
“Watercolor Ocean Scenes,” Saturdays 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m., September 16, 23, 
and 30. Fee is $75 for all three sessions. 
Registration is required at cornwalllibrary.
org. Fee payable to instructor at the first 
class.
	 “Arthurian Legends,” a literary semi-
nar taught by Mark Scarbrough: sessions 
will be held Tuesdays starting September 
26 through November 14, from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Live and Zoom. Registration 
required at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Bridge lessons on Thursdays begin-
ning September 28 through October 26, 
from 3 to 5 p.m., taught by Gary Steinkohl. 

The fee for the full 5-week series is $45. 
Limited class size. Registration is re-

quired at cornwalllibrary.
org. Call with questions.

Art In Cornwall
	 The annual Cornwall Art-

ists Open Studio will be held 
Saturday, September 2, from 

1 to 5 p.m. For a list of the par-
ticipating artists, directions to their 
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
	 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at:  info@cornwallchronicle.org
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studios, and a map, go to cornwallct.org > 
History and Culture > Arts and Artists.
	 “Notes on Clarissa, Volume II: A Se-
lection,” collages by Gelah Penn at the li-
brary. Opening reception on Saturday, 
September 16, from 5 to 7 p.m. The show 
will be on display through October. Reg-
istration is requested for the opening re-
ception. The ongoing project is inspired 
by the 18th-century epistolary novel Clar-
issa by Samuel Richardson. Multiple col-
lages alluded to one of the 500-plus letters 
in the novel. The 129 collages of Volume 
II are derived from 5 x 7-inch printed 
cards of Penn’s 2017 installation Situa-
tions, Zone 6 (Rockland) in “Materiality: 
The Matter of Matter” at the Center for 
Maine Contemporary Art in Rockland, 
Maine. The exhibition at the library in-
cludes 20 collages from Volume II.
	 At the UCC Parish House, “Native 
Shavings, Carvings by Duke Besozzi and 
Jean Bouteiller,” an exhibit of wood carv-
ings and other fine woodworking, will 
launch with an opening reception on Sun-
day, Sept. 17, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. All are welcome. The show 
will close on Oct. 25. It may be 
viewed Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to noon, Sunday from 
10 a.m. to noon, and by appoint-
ment with Jean or Duke. For more 
information, call the church office at 
672-6840.

Cornwall Country Dance will be held 
on Saturday, September 2, from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. at town hall. New England square, 
circle, and contra dances taught by Dud-
ley Laufman. Organized by the non-profit, 
Motherhouse. Suggested donation: $5-8/
child, $12-15/adult, $25/family. For more 
information contact Debra@Motherhouse.
us or 860-671-7945.

Cornwall Garden Club
	 Find us under the green tent at the Ag 
Fair on September 9 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
for flower pressing, compost info, and 
natural gardening advice. No RSVP nec-
essary.

	 The third annual CGC Garden Par-
ty will be held Saturday, September 
16, from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the 
Cream Hill Lake Association. Swap 
seeds, stories, and books with fellow 
Cornwallians. Potluck. Rain or shine. 
RSVP to cornwallgardenclub1@gmail.
com by Wednesday, September 13.

Cornwall Conservation Trust
	 See us at the Ag Fair on Saturday, Sep-
tember 9, along with other demonstra-
tions and displays by the Cornwall Con-
servation Commission, Cornwall Garden 
Club, and verdant others. Emphasis will 
be on invasive plant management.
	 On Saturday, September 16, at 9 a.m. 
join members of the Cornwall Conserva-
tion Trust for the annual Cornwall Clean-
Up Green-Up to clean up roads and trails. 
Meet at the CCT office, 7 Railroad Square, 
for yummy refreshments, gear, and as-
signments.

Park and Rec
	 Residents are welcome to a Senior 
Community Lunch on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 12, at noon at the UCC Parish House. 

Must RSVP by September 8 to park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/
text 860-480-0600.
	 Community Social Hour on 
Wednesday, September 20, from 3 to 
4 p.m. Drop by town hall for snacks 
and drinks with friends.
	 Senior Community Breakfast on 
Tuesday, September 26, 9 a.m. at the 
UCC Parish House. Must RSVP by Sep-

tember 22 to park.recreation@cornwallct.
gov or call/text 860-480-0600.

The Cornwall Historical Society invites 
the public to a free talk by Marena 
Wisniewski, titled “The Sustainable 
Home” meant to dispel the myth that his-
toric homes can’t be energy efficient, on 
Saturday September 16, at 4 p.m. 7 Pine 
Street.

Newcomers Tea: September 30, from 3 to 
5 p.m. at the library. Our town’s welcome 
to all newcomers. Everyone welcome. Re-
freshments served.

IronHike Endurance Series at Mohawk 
Mountain, Saturday, September 30, to 
Tuesday, October 3. The IronHike Series 
is a single and multi-day event. Part hike, 
part trail run, part group camping trip, 
part one-of-the-hardest-damn-things-you’ve-
ever-done. Athletes arrive Friday evening 
to set up base camp tents. All events start 

at 7 a.m. 
sharp on 

Saturday, 
rain, shine, or 

snow. From the 12-
hour single-day 15-miler, to the Ul-

tra 84-hour, 72,000 feet of elevation gain 
event. Register today before we sell out 
again! Additional Endurance Series in-
formation can be found at ironhike.com.
 
Attention Chronicle illustrators! We 
invite you, past and present, to join our 

spring art exhibit at the library. Submit 
your original drawings— up to three 
works per artist—for an opportunity to 
re-showcase your masterpieces. Curator 
Anne Coffin suggests optional art sales, 
with a suggested 25% contribution to the 
library for sold pieces. Our goal is to honor 
your decades of creative contributions to 
the Chronicle. Thank you for being a part of 
this exciting endeavor and please reach out 
to Harriet Saltzman at harrietsaltzman@
gmail.com for more information.

–Jacque Schiller

Extreme Weather?
Amid torrential rains and smoke-filled 
skies, the Chronicle keeps bearing fruit. 
Make sure we can keep harvesting Corn-
wall’s news by contributing now: P.O. Box 
6, West Cornwall CT 06796, or online.



Saturday, September 9, 2023 

(Rain Date September 10, 2023) 

Schedule 

9:00–10:30   Bring your entries to the Town Hall to register at the Registration Table 

10:00–4:00   Fair Opens to Public 

11:00–12:00   Judging (no entries accepted for judging after 10:30 am) 

12:00   Blessing of the Animals on The Green 

1:00–4:00   Games & Activities on The Green 

3:00   CVFD Cow Chip Bingo 

4:00   Display items may be removed 

                                    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Booths and Exhibits  

    

Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department              Cornwall Garden Club 

United Church of Christ   Motherhouse 

Chickens and Ducks   Apple Cider Pressing 

Cornwall Child Center   Log Sawing 

Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church  CVFD Cow Chip Raffle                                 

The Original Cornwall Farmer’s Market          Cows   

Llamas                                                                   Craft Sale and Vendors                                      

Taghhannuck Grange                                          Spinning Wheel and Wool 

Antique Cars and Tractors   Cornwall Land Trust 

Little Guild   ` Hayrides   

Frying Pan Toss                                                    Cornwall Energy Task Force  

CCS 8th Grade                                                       Cornwall Conservation Trust  

Adult and Children’s Games  Cornwall Co-Op Farm Market 

Cornwall Conservation Commission 

 

***If you are a vendor or organization that would like space at this year’s Ag Fair, 

please leave a message at 860-248-1543. The Ag Commission would also ask you to 

bring and be responsible for your own tent, table, and necessary setup.                            

 

The Cornwall Agricultural Advisory Commission thanks everyone for participating 

and helping to put our fair together. We hope to see you there. 

 

31st Annual 
Cornwall 

Agricultural Fair 
 

 
 
 

Solidarity Not Charity 
 

   . 
 

September 9, 2023    10 am – 4 pm 

(Rain Date September 10, 2023) 
 

Cornwall Celebrates Agriculture on The Green - Cornwall, CT 
 



The Following Will Be Judged In 2 Categories: 

Adults and Children (age 12 and under) 

Please Label All Entries 

It’s All In Fun, So Give It a Try! 

We Hope You’ll Enter! 

Exhibiting Your Produce 

    * All items must be grown or produced in Cornwall or the local area 

    * All items will be judged for overall condition, shape, color, uniformity, and                 

 marketability 

 

Vegetables               Fruits 

  Beans – 10 pods    Apples – 3/plate 

  Beets – 3/plate    Melons – 1/plate   

  Brussel Sprouts – 1 plant   Peaches, Pears, Plums – 3/plate 

  Cabbage – 1 head   Berries – 10/plate 

  Carrots – 5/plate    

  Cucumbers:               Herbs 

     Pickling – 5/plate   Collection of 3 or more 

     Ripe Yellow – 3/plate   

     Green Slicing – 3/plate               Field and Seed Crops 

  Kale – 1 plant    Sweet Corn – 3 ears/(2 with husks off) 

  Lettuce – 1 head   Sunflower – 1 head 

  Onions, Garlic, Leeks, or Shallots – 3 Bulbs  

  Peppers – 3/plate   Dairy 

  Potatoes – 3/plate   Milk – 1 quart 

  Pumpkins:    Cream – ½ pint 

     Large – 1/plate   Yogurt – ½ Pint 

     Midget – 3/plate    

     Sugar – 2/plate   Eggs – 1 dozen 

  Radishes – 5/plate    

  Squash, summer – 3/plate  Honey – 1 pint 

  Squash, winter – 1/plate    

  Tomatoes – 3/plate   Maple Syrup – 1 quart (clear cont.) 

  Turnips – 3/plate   Maple Candy – 5 pieces 

     Maple Cream – 1 jar 

     Maple Sugar – ¼ cup 

 

Bring Your Entries!      Join The Fun! 
 

Home Preserves – Half-pints minimum size, one jar of jam, jelly, apple butter, 
relish, pickles, etc. (Please label contents.) 
 

Canned Goods – One Pint or Quart jar of applesauce, tomatoes, sauerkraut, etc.  
(Please label contents.) 
 

Baked Goods – Bake your favorite pie, cake, cookies, etc. Let’s try to have as many 
as possible! Adults and children are welcome to enter.  
 

Needlecrafts – Knitting, embroidery, tatting, sewing, crocheting, etc. 
 

Best Garden Find – Bring the most unusual item found in your garden this year!  
Plant, animal, mineral. All will be considered by creative judges. 
 

Flowers – Adult (age 13 and older) 
     Cut Table Flowers – 3 of the same variety displayed in a Mason Jar 
     Table Arrangement – Theme of your choice (please label) Size limit 30”x30” 
     Miniature Arrangement – no larger than 5”x5”x5” 
     Container Garden – Herbs, Veggies, Flowers, or any combination grown in the   
         container for at least a month 
 

Flowers – Children (ages 12 and under) 
     Cut Flowers – 3 of the same variety displayed in a Mason Jar 
     Table Arrangement – Theme: Big and Bold 
     Favorite Plant – Prettiest, smallest, ugliest, or largest 
 

Children’s Crafts and Hobbies – Let your imagination run wild! All entries must be 
18” square or less.      
 

Art Exhibit – Bring your Cornwall Country Photographs or Works of Art. 
                                                     ************  
Exhibit tags and plates are provided. Exhibit tags will be made out at the 

registration table. Due to a lack of entries in previous years, if you only want your 

item displayed write No on the exhibit tag. You will receive your personal 

Exhibitor’s Number that you alone may use on your exhibits. If possible, please use 

variety names on your card. (“Golden Delicious Apples” instead of “Apples,” etc.)   

        We are also asking for everyone to bring fruits and vegetables to be 

donated to the Food Pantry. Everyone is encouraged to participate, even if you 

don’t have a garden bring a nonperishable food item so we can try to load up the 

big meeting table in Town Hall. 

                             Dogs are allowed, but ONLY on a leash. 

Questions?    Call Bill Dinneen 860-248-1543 or Wendy Kennedy 860-672-3487 

 



Artwork: K. Freygang

Newcomers Tea
September 30 - 3pm to 5pm

at The Cornwall Library
Our town’s annual event for those new 
and recently new to Cornwall. A casual 

gathering to meet new and long-time 
Cornwallians, as well as community 

and civic leaders. Refreshments will be 
served. The Tea is open and free to all. 

Good Morning with
Good Neighbors

October 7 - 10am to Noon
at The Union, West Cornwall
Come for a free beverage and muffin and 

stay awhile to chat.

Cornwall Candidates 
Forum

October 18 - 6:30pm
at The Cornwall Library

Meet and hear from all candidates for 
First Selectman and Selectman.

Visit CornwallAssociation.org for more details on these events.


