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Every Day This Month:  
  For events at the Union visit hughesmemorialunion.com
Wednesdays:   Beginner’s Tai Chi, 5–6 pm Town Hall;   After-school Art Program, 3:30–5 pm 
Library; Writers’ Workshop, 6–8 pm Library. Thursdays:   Story Hour, 10:30 am–Noon Library; 
  Ongoing Bridge Series with Gary Steinkohl, 3–5 pm Library. Saturdays:   Coop Farm 
Market, 9–12:30 Village;   Original Farmer’s Market,10 am–1 pm Wish House. 

 Deadline:
October Chronicle Copy

1 2 3 4

An Unbearable 
Conundrum

The world has become 
a giant buffet of euphe-

misms when it comes to naming simple 
things. Which is a problem when you talk 
about…problems. Take the surge of black 
bears. The popular term seems to be “sight-
ings.” Like the one of an animal trotting 
through West Cornwall on Facebook a few 
weeks ago. One of the comments was, 
“What a cutie.”
	 The state adds its own euphemisms, call-
ing break-ins to cars and homes, plundering 
of cornfields, and attacks on dogs or hu-
mans—fortunately still rare—”conflicts.” 
Another genteelism is “euthanizing,” which 
happened when officers of the Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) ended the career of ear-
tagged Bear No. 290, the headliner of a 
Chronicle story last year. In July, he was iden-
tified on video as the intruder of a residence 
on Cream Hill. He broke in twice, according 
to homeowner Bill McClane, likely even a 
third time while he and his family slept. The 
serial offender was caught while making an 
attempt on Swaller Hill, across the Housa-
tonic River in Sharon, and killed.
	 The fuzzy language around bears and 
their proclivities may have helped sugar-
coat the public debate. But like the collec-
tion of suggestions by well-meaning DEEP 

folks (“store garbage in secure, airtight con-
tainers” or “supervise pets at all times 
when outside”), it hasn’t done anything to 
keep the population in check. Sightings of 
bear sows with cubs have nearly quadru-
pled since 2015. And a new law passed by 
the state in 2023 allowing residents to pro-
tect themselves and their property by force 
hasn’t really changed matters. Especially, 
since “any take of bears in self-defense or 
defense of others will be subject to law en-
forcement review,” warns the FAQ page on 
the DEEP website. 
	 At the same time, strongly worded as-
sessments, such as the one in the New York 
Times last year about the situation in Con-
necticut (“A State Plagued by Bear Encoun-
ters…”) have been rare. Incidents of own-
ers whose homes have been ransacked 
calling the police on neighbors they accuse 
of feeding chipmunks and attracting bears, 
including recently in West Cornwall, are 
creeping up.
	 A place to effect change is at the state 
Capitol, which is what Democratic state 
Senate candidate Justin Potter, a Kent resi-
dent, promises to try if elected. Potter 
doesn’t mince words: “It is past time for 
Connecticut to implement a bear season. It 
is great to have bears here, but the popula-
tion needs to be responsibly managed. 
Connecticut has about three times as many 

home entries and other con-
flicts as Massachusetts, New 
York, and New Jersey, all of 
which have a bear season.”
	 First Selectman Gordon 
Ridgway supports stronger measures as 
well. “Bears are my number one concern 
right now,” he said in an interview. While 
he cannot make laws, he is “willing to go to 
Hartford to testify about it.”—Juergen Kalwa

Halls of Fame
Drifting up the meandering hill off Route 
128, my Mercedes 560SL squeaks like an 
old sloop, rocking past cozy homes nestled 
into the forest. One property stands apart, 
with a wide sandy beach of a driveway, 
cars strewn like shipwrecks, vying for at-
tention and repair. This is Hall’s Garage, a 
fixture in West Cornwall since 1952, on a 
road that bears the family name, as at one 
time almost all there were Halls.
	 Percy Hall staked an early claim in his 
30s, building the house his grandson David 
Hall still lives in with his wife, Jane, and 
two children. Percy started working on ve-
hicles in the tiny basement, affording hard-
ly enough space for a compact car, much 
less the boats that surely navigated Corn-
wall roads in the early 50s, and came to him 
for safe harbor.

 Labor Day Art Sale 
10 am–4 pm Library

 Inland Wetlands/Water 
Courses Meeting 7 pm 

Zoom
           Board of Selectmen
         7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Writers’ Workshop with 
Deb Devins 

6–8 pm Library

 Paint Autumn in 
Watercolor 

10–11:30 am Library 
 Out of Our Gardens: 
Chutney and Friends! 

10 am–Noon
 Celebrate the Housatonic 

1–4 pm Hous. Meadows 
State Park  Molly Morgan 
Reception 5–7 pm  Library

  Cornwall Wastewater 
Management Meeting 

5 pm Zoom
 Park & Recreation 

Meeting 
6:30 pm Hybrid/Library
 Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission 

Meeting 7:30 pm Town Hall

 Community/Senior Lunch 
Noon UCC Parish House
  West Cornwall Septic 
Committee 5 pm Zoom
 Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting 

7 pm Zoom

 Writers’ Workshop 
with Deb Devins 
6–8 pm Library

   Board of Assessment
      / Motor Vehicle Appeals 
9:30–10:30 am Town Hall

 Paint Autumn in 
Watercolor 

10–11:30 am Library
 Cornwall Agricultural Fair

10 am–4 pm 
 CGC Green Tent

11 am–2 pm Village Green

           Board of Selectmen
         7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Community 
Social Hour 

3–4 pm Town Hall
 Board of Education 
Meeting 4:15 pm CCS
 Writers’ Workshop 

with Deb Devins 
6–8 pm Library

 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting

9 am Library 
   Board of Finance 

Meeting 
7 pm Zoom

 Dogs Only Hike 
10–11 am 

Hart Farm Preserve
   Paint Autumn in 

Watercolor 
with Collette Hurst 

10–11:30 am Library
 Author Talk 

with Francine Prose 
4 pm Library

 Opening Reception: 
Housatonic Camera Club 

11:30 am–1:30 pm
 UCC Parish House

 ZBA* 7 pm Zoom

 Community/
Senior Breakfast 

9 am Parish House
  Scarbrough Literary 
Seminar: Eudora Welty 

10:30 am–12:30 pm Library
 Economic Development 
Commission Meeting 7:30 

pm Hybrid/Library

 Gatekeeper Training: 
Three steps anyone can 

learn to help prevent suicide
6–8 pm Library

 Cornwall Woman’s 
Society

100th Anniversary 
3–5 pm Mohawk Ski Area

 Affordable Housing 
Commission Meeting 

5 pm Zoom

 Labor Day Art Sale 
11 am–2 pm Library

labor day
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(continued from page 1) Welcome
Charlotte Georgia Lee Hurlburt 

to Regina and Jonathan Hurlburt

Penelope Faith Aguilar 
to Rebecca Aguilar and Pedro Aguilar Solis

Goodbye to Friends 
Jeanne Pierrette 
Varlet Scaillier 

Juan Julius Vanicky

Congratulations 
Valerie Rose Pinnette and 
Robert John Redman, II

Land Transfers
David L. Bain and Christopher J. Garrity to 

Christina L. and John J. Kearney, .103 acres of 
land with buildings thereon at 419 Sharon Gosh-

en Turnpike, for $435,000.

David Clark and Ann Logan Wheeler to Nestor 
Javier Ticora Castelblanco and Alina Rovinskaia, 
land with all improvements thereon at 237 Kent 

Road, for $450,000.

Bette Klegon-Halby to Happy Home 1, LLC, 
land with appurtenances thereto situated at 35 

Dibble Hill Road, for $1,300,000.

Anne G., John D., Samuel D., and Thomas H. 
Coffin to Stone Hill, LLC, 14.448 acres of land at 

20 Stone Hill Road, for $180,000.

Gene K. and Anne H. Ingvertsen to David Willis 
and Jessica T. Landau, land with all buildings 

and improvements thereon at 94 Cemetery Hill 
Road, for $385,000.

Estate of Sally Ann O’Shaughnessy to Cornwall 
Housing Corp., house and all improvements at 

17 Pierce Lane, for $183,130.

	 Shortly after building the house, Percy 
added a two-bay garage next door to accom-
modate his growing business. He also wel-
comed the neighborhood kids, who used his 
tools to tinker on their own projects. Percy 
wasn’t much of a businessman, running a 
pretty loosey-goosey shop, even dropping 
the less-than- official “Garage Man” into the 
occupation field of an early tax return. When 
a customer once drove up in a battered VW 
Beetle plucked off the side of the road, he 
playfully scolded: “You bought that old 
thing? That one’s no good. Leave it 
here. Take this one instead,” and 
they swapped bugs, just like that.
	 Nita Colgate, remembering 
Percy on a recent drop-in to collect 
her car, recalled how energetic and 
friendly he was, and quick to the 
rescue with a plow in a storm. Hall’s 
is the one phone number in Cornwall she 
won’t ever forget.
	 The early fog of Percy’s garage gradually 
cleared to the visions of his son David, who 
expanded on his father’s foundation. He con-
structed a larger, taller bay on the right side 
to accommodate the heavy machinery he 
preferred. Percy mentored David, but let him 
find his own way, paying him no salary as he 
established his own clientele. David then so-
lidified the business and expanded the ga-
rage’s capabilities even further.
	 By the mid-80s, David had taken over 
most of the operations, as Percy’s health de-
teriorated. He died in 1988.
	 As the third generation grew, another 
David, by the way, the elder emulated the 
Percy tradition, teaching his son the trade, 
giving him discrete jobs at first, loosening 
bolts, finding tools, and eventually, by 12 
years old, changing tires on his own. Next, he 
attended Oliver Wolcott Technical High 
School in Torrington and began to focus on 
auto body work, further expanding his skills.
	 His father also challenged him to do a 
solo project, which David eagerly took on. 
He acquired parts from different vehicles 
and transformed a rusted old truck into a 
customized masterpiece with four-wheel 
steering, a flip-up nose, and a bed that rose 
up off the frame and spun.
	 Hall’s Garage came full circle in the 
2000s, when David’s dad stepped away. He 
and longtime employee Buddy, who’d been 
at Hall’s pretty regularly since 1993 when 
he was only 11, took over full time. David’s 
sister Danielle now sits at the front desk, 
and Kyle, who’s been there 11 years, fills 
out the roster. There’s even a new genera-
tion in the wings. Travis, a 14-year-old from 
the neighborhood, comes over on his bike 
when he can to help out and learn. And Da-
vid’s son Kurt, 9 years old, has been known 
to pick up a tool or two. Continuing Percy’s 
mentoring tradition from the 50s, David 
helped guide eighth-grader Nate Young 
this spring on a successful project instruct-
ing his peers to jump-start a car.
	 It is a story that speaks to the quintes-

sence of Cornwall consistency in what often 
feels like a sea of change. David understands 
that psychology of stability and dependabili-
ty in the context of people’s automobiles. 
Cars are personal items. “When we run into 
problems, we’ll be honest with them,” David 
assures me. It’s the essence of valuable cus-
tomer service, because people don’t like to 
give up on their cars.”	         —Ben Lesch

Getting to the Bottom of It
It was minutes before the limnologist’s (lake 

scientist) presentation to the town on 
the health of Cream Hill Lake when 
I suddenly realized I had forgotten 
to collect the specimens needed 
for the plant ID session. My cheer-
ful field tech (aka my husband) 
sprinted to the Yelping Hill dock, 
pulled a handful of plants, sprinted 

back, and dropped them at my feet. I 
gasped. No, oh no! I think that’s Eurasian 
milfoil. The limnologist confirmed it. Mil-
foil.
	 Myriophyllum spicatum (Eurasian wa-
termilfoil) is an invasive aquatic species 
that chokes the waters and makes swim-
ming virtually impossible. A 1985 report 
suggested it was present in the lake back 
then. Since the notorious species had not 
caused visible problems, I assumed it had 
been misidentified. I reasoned, if milfoil 
were present in 1985, it would by now cov-
er a good portion of the lake surface. But 
now it appeared I had assumed incorrectly, 
and we had an ugly, expensive problem.
	 I reached out to the Connecticut Office of 
Aquatic Invasive Species and Summer Steb-
bins, a PhD student at UConn, came with an 
assistant to map the species. They arrived in 
the only boat they have available for work on 
a lake the size of Cream Hill, a small motor 
boat. They spent the day sampling plants 
from the lake bottom, looking for the milfoil.
	 Despite my having gotten the word out, 
Summer encountered curious and a few un-
happy Cornwallians wondering what the 
heck she was doing, since motor boats are 
prohibited. Most folks, once they under-
stood the work was for the protection of the 
lake and had town approval, thanked her. 
A few, OK, maybe one, was still upset. So 
upset that we chose to can-
cel the second day’s work 
to make sure Summer 
wasn’t harassed.
	 Luckily, Summer had 
already collected the most 
important data. She told 
me there is zero milfoil in 
the lake. There is a lookalike 
that might be a rare, threatened 
species. It’s a big deal to identify a 
threatened species for the state. 
Once it has its ID confirmed, it 
must be registered. The exact location cannot 
be made publicly available.
	 This past week we heard from Summer: 
the sample’s DNA analysis has been con-
firmed. The rare, threatened species, extir-

pated from most of its native range 
throughout the Northeast, has found a 
home in our Cream Hill Lake. It is Bidens 
beckii or Water Marigold.
	    I hope next year, Summer can finish her 
aquatic plant survey, which should tell us 
more about the composition and distribution 
of the species and provide a baseline against 

which to measure change. Hopefully she 
will have an electric boat by then. And I 
will be careful to convey more widely the 
logistics and importance of the survey.

—Heidi Cunnick

Generating Danger
Not to be an alarmist, but actually 

sounding an alarm here. The Corn-
wall Fire Department often 

receives two to three 
emergency calls during 

prolonged power outages, 
not because of melting ice 

cream, but because of elevated carbon 
monoxide levels in homes. These harmful 
levels are caused by generators, which kick 
in when the power fails. Open windows, in-
sufficiently insulated homes, and poorly sit-
uated heating and cooling systems draw the 
poisonous gas from the generators silently 



CORNWALL CHRONICLESEPTEMBER 2024 3

Letters to the 
Chronicle

(continued on page 4)

into houses, like a ghost.
	 Carbon monoxide is especially danger-
ous because it’s both odorless and tasteless. 
Symptoms like headaches, nausea, sleepi-
ness, and confusion are often not immedi-
ately attributed to the CO, but when help 
arrives, monitors usually pick up the dan-
gerous levels. Alarm companies connected 
remotely to CO monitors also trigger emer-
gency calls, even when no one is at home to 
feel the effects.
	 So what can be done to stay safe? Firstly, 
but unfortunately most costly, consider relo-
cating your generator farther from the house. 
Make sure you have good CO detectors, and, 
unlike smoke detectors, place those monitors 
near the floor, as carbon monoxide is heavier 
than air and will sink. Be sure to place moni-
tors near vents and in the basement near the 
furnace to monitor those susceptible areas 
closely. And if an alarm sounds, or you 
start feeling symptoms, especially if a 
generator is running, leave the house im-
mediately. Don’t forget your pets. A large 
percentage of Cornwall homes already 
have generators, but no zoning regula-
tions or permits were required to regulate 
proper placement until last year.
	 So do yourself a favor. Assess your 
generator’s proximity to your house, 
vents, windows, and HVAC systems 
and consider a change in location if it 
seems unsafe. Make sure the CO moni-
tors are working. And regularly check 
your generator for proper fluids, oil 
levels, and for water-cooled engines, to 
be sure that radiator levels are sufficient, 
especially during prolonged outages. Then 
you can concentrate on what to do about that 
melting ice cream.		          —Ben Lesch

Come Hell or High Water
There was a time when the roads around 
here had no names. And the list of Cornwall 
residents and their most important belong-
ings fit on one sheet of foolscap paper. They 
were a determined, rugged bunch, willing to 
carve their lives out of thickly forested and 
mountainous terrain, and willing to settle in 
a place others joked about. When Cornwall 
applied to become the county seat, it had 
only one thing going for it. “You will have no 
need of a jail,” somebody said. “For whoever 
gets in can never get out again.”
	 Actually, Cornwall had something very 
valuable that got out. Water, lots of it, gener-
ating enough power to run more than a few 
saw- and gristmills on its way to the Housa-
tonic River. It made sense to call the rivulet 
fed by Cream Hill Lake and flowing down to 
West Cornwall, Mill Brook. Together with 
Furnace Brook (originally called Southern 
Mill Brook) it became an engine of commer-
cial development in Cornwall, spurred on 
when the railroad opened its service in 1842.
	 Almost 200 years later, Mill Brook plays a 
different role. It is part of conservation ef-
forts to protect plants and wildlife in Con-
necticut’s greenest town. The most recent 
study, done in 2008 by the Northwest Con-

servation District, though, “noted a signifi-
cant lack of expected populations and di-
versity of fish and macroinvertebrates in 
the upper half of the watershed.”
	 The brook is a fickle neighbor, especial-
ly when the weather turns bad. During the 
Great New England Hurricane of 1938, it 
flowed strongly enough to destroy build-
ings. In 1955, when storms named Connie 
and Diane came through within a week, it 
flooded most of West Cornwall again. Re-
cent events were inconvenient, but minor 
by comparison. Irene in 2011 cost $560,000 
in repairs to the washed-out bridge on 
Lower River Road. This year, rains forced 
the town to raise $386,000 to fix the retain-
ing wall on River Road.
	 That is why the brook’s designation as a 
100-year floodplain makes sense. It warns 

of potential risks. The issue was men-
tioned in an environmental assess-
ment recently sent to the federal gov-
ernment. The document supports the 
town’s request for a $3 million grant 

and low-interest loans for a wastewater 
treatment facility and an additional 
3,000 feet of sewer lines to feed it. The 
building is mapped out to be put next to 
the post office.
     There are cases in which Washington 
requires flood insurance before it hands 
out money. According to Gordon 

Ridgway, there is no need to add such 
an item to the list, because towns can-
not get that type of coverage. There-
fore, the cost projection still stands at 
$6.32 million, a number calculated in 

2022. In case of flooding, local taxpayers 
might need to step in. The first selectman 
told the Chronicle: “We are going to be pre-
pared to fix what needs to be fixed.”
	 Come hell or high water.

—Juergen Kalwa

Cornwall Briefs
• Will this be the swan song for the West 
Cornwall Wastewater Management Com-
mittee? It will be 17 months since its mem-
bers had their last official meeting when they 
get together again on September 9 at 5 
p.m. The group hasn’t even been involved in 
the most recent part of the process, an envi-
ronmental assessment for a treatment facility 
in the village. The study is a required ele-
ment of the application to receive the $3 mil-
lion federal subsidy Congresswoman Jahana 
Hayes secured in 2022 for the project.
• New Wetlands chair: Because Steve Hed-
den resigned at the helm of the Inland Wet-
lands and Watercourse Agency, the com-
mittee picked longtime vice chair Bill 
Hurlburt as a successor. The vacant 
seat was filled by the Board of Se-
lectmen in August. The new 
member is Ian Tyson. Local wet-
lands agencies are part of a regula-
tory structure created by the 
Connecticut Inland Wet-
lands and Watercourses 
Act in 1972. Their job is 

to balance the need for economic growth 
with the need to protect the environment.
• Fuel Assistance: The Cornwall Food and 
Fuel Fund can be asked for help with the 
heating bills during the cold months. The 
application period starts October 1.   Con-
tact Social Service Director Becky Hurlburt 
at socialservices@cornwallct.gov or 860-
689-6511 for an appointment.
• Fraud Alerts: A company called Info Quick 
Solutions and the town clerk are teaming up 
to help property owners concerned about be-
ing defrauded when it comes to their deeds 
or mortgages. The first step is to sign up at 
searchiqs.com/fraudalert/?CC=CTCOR. 
The town clerk’s office is available to an-
swer questions. townclerk@cornwallct.gov 
or 672-2709.
• Extra veggies: Donate yours to the food 
pantry. Contact Chris or Michelle via email 
at Produce2thepeople@gmail.com or call/
text 626-201-8567.                  —Juergen Kalwa

CORRECTION
	 Thank you for producing a wonderful publi-
cation. We truly enjoy it.
	 In your [August] issue, my wife was a con-
tributing writer. Her name Molly FitzSimons 
was incorrectly printed as “FitzGibbons”.

Cheers, Christopher Moore

Events & Announcements
Cornwall Open Studio Tour on Saturday, 
August 31, from 1 to 5 p.m. There are 11 par-
ticipating artists. Payment is expected upon 
purchase; checks advised. Directions to the 
studios at cornwallct.org/history-culture.

At the Cornwall Library
	 After school art program: Beginning on 
September 4 students will have Wednes-
days from 3:30 to 5 p.m. (1:30-3 p.m. on Re-
gion 1 early dismissal days) to hone their 
artistic ambitions. Bus service will be avail-
able from CCS to the library (upon request 
to school administration). Registration on 
the library website is required for every 
week’s program.
	 Writers’ Workshop: A six-week pro-
gram led by Deb Devins begins Wednes-
day, September 4, at 6 p.m. and is open to 
anyone interested in all kinds of creative 
writing, including personal essays, mem-
oirs, and family stories. The class is limited 
to eight students. Registration is required at 
cornwalllibrary.org. The workshop is of-
fered free of charge due to a grant from the 
Joelle Sander Memorial Fund.

	     Story hour with Miss Rita is back be-
ginning September 5 on Thursdays be-
tween 10:30 a.m. and noon, followed 
with a craft and a light snack.

Art class with Collette Hurst: 
“Paint Autumn in Watercol-
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THE CHRONICLE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
	 We hope you enjoy this on-line edition of the Cornwall Chronicle. Remember that all our revenues come from readers like you, and we need 
your help to continue producing this electronic edition along with the print edition. If your contribution is $15 or more, we’d be glad to mail the 
print edition to any out-of-town address. Please mail your tax deductible gifts to: Cornwall Chronicle Inc. PO Box 6, West Cornwall, CT 06796. 
Comments, letters and news may be E-mailed to the publishers at: info@cornwallchronicle.org
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or” using basic techniques of color mixing, 
brushstrokes, and washes will begin Septem-
ber 7 at 10 a.m. with two more sessions to 
follow on September 14 and September 21. 
Students of all levels are welcome. 
Fee: $75, payable to the in-
structor at class. Registration is 
required at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Gatekeeper Training: Three steps 
anyone can learn to help prevent sui-
cide, how to get support for yourself, 
and to learn more about preventing suicide 
will be the subject of a Torrington-based 
McCall Behavioral Health presentation on 
Thursday, September 26, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Email Donna Bielefield with questions at 
donna.bielefield@mccallbhn.org.
	 Literary Seminar with Mark Scarbrough 
about “Eudora Welty: Riffing on the U. S. 
South in the Key of Chekhov,” September 
24 through November 12, from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Registration is required at 
cornwalllibrary.org. In-person only.
	 Author Talk with novelist, essayist, and 
critic Francine Prose. Saturday, September 
21, at 4 p.m. She will be discussing her latest 
book, 1974, a memoir about the close rela-
tionship she developed with activist Antho-
ny Russo, one of the men who leaked the 
Pentagon Papers. Registration for the live 
event required at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Bridge is back with Gary Steinkohl: 
Thursdays through December from 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. The first class is September 5. For 
questions and to register contact Gary at 
garysteinkohl@gmail.com.

Cornwall Garden Club is hosting a tutorial 
on making chutney and other related savo-
ries, September 7 from 10 to noon. Space 
limited. Reservations required by Septem-
ber 4. See website for details.

Celebrate the Housatonic River as a Wild 
& Scenic Partnership River on Saturday, 
September 7, from 1 to 4 p.m. at Housatonic 
Meadows State Park.

Art in Cornwall
	 Art at the Library: “Rearranging the 
Furniture.” The exhibit with new paintings 
by Cornwall artist Molly Morgan will open 
on September 7 from 5 to 7 p.m. with a re-

ception. The show runs until October 19. 
Registration is requested for the reception 
at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Late this fall, the Cornwall Library will 
host an art exhibit with illustrations from 
the Cornwall Chronicle’s copious selection 
provided by talented local artists for its 

more than 400 issues published 
over the course of 34 years. We 

invite past and present illustrators 
to participate. For questions and sub-

mission forms, contact Harriet Saltz-
man at harrietsaltzman@gmail.com.
	 The Housatonic Camera Club wel-
comes all to attend the opening recep-

tion of its photography show, “Moments 
Frozen in Time: Photography Adventures,” 
at the UCC Parish House on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The 
show runs through October 31. Gallery 
hours: Monday through Thursday from 9 
a.m. to noon, Sundays from 10 a.m. to noon, 
and by appointment. For further info call 
the church office 672-6840.

New England Country Dance is open to 
everybody who is interested, on Saturday, 
September 7, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the town 
hall. Teaching caller Peter Stix will call di-
rections to the music of Relatively Sound 
Band. For more information contact 
Debra@motherhouse.us or 860-671-7945.

Parks and Recreation 
	 Tuesday, September 10, Community/
Senior Lunch at UCC Parish House at 
noon. Must RSVP by September 8 to park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/text 860-
480-0600.
	 Community Social Hour on Wednes-
day, September 18, from 3 to 4 p.m. Drop by  
UCC Parish House for snacks and drinks 
with friends.
	 Community/Senior Breakfast on Tues-
day, September 24, at 9 a.m. UCC Parish 
House. Must RSVP by September 22 to 
park.recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/text 
860-480-0600.
	 Celebrate 100 years of service by the 
Cornwall Woman’s Society with a fashion 
show featuring Cornwall models wearing 
Rummage Sale finds and featuring food, 
drink, and cake. This will be held Saturday, 
September 28, from 3 to 5 p.m. at Mohawk Ski 
Lodge, 46 Great Hollow Road, with host 
Robert Clohessy. RSVP by September 5 to 
CornwallWomansSociety@gmail.com

A Board of Assessment Appeals special 
meeting for motor vehicle tax appeals will 
be held on Saturday, September 14, from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the town hall office 
building.

The Cornwall Agricultural Commission is 
again hosting the Ag Fair at the town green 
on September 14. (See insert.)

Cornwall Conservation Trust
	 The Cornwall Agricultural Fair edition 
of 2024 on September 14 offers visitors the 
opportunity to learn about the work of the 
trust at its green tent. From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
an exhibit featuring the Cornwall Conser-
vation Commission, the Energy Task Force, 
SustainableCT, Cornwall Housing Authori-
ty, and more will offer information.
	 On Saturday, September 21, at 10 a.m. 
join a Dogs Only hike up to the top of Hart 
Farm Preserve. The preserve is at 64 Cherry 
Hill Road, three-fourths of a mile from the 
intersection with Cream Hill Road. Park in 
the field on the right. This hike is about a 
half-mile loop with a slight uphill in the 
woods, but is mostly open fields with nice 
views. As always, prepare for ticks and 
check the CCT website the day of in case of 
updates.

Yoga at the Union
Mondays Hatha Yoga with Nancy Op-
gaard, from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. (in-person and 
via Zoom). Wednesdays Yoga with Nancy 
Opgaard, from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m (in-person 
and via Zoom). Also Wednesdays: Yoga for 
Strong Bones with Malka Percal, from 5 to 
6:15 p.m. (no class on September 4). Thurs-
days: All-levels Vinyasa with Mare Rubin 
from 5:30 to 6:35 p.m. Saturdays: All-levels 
Vinyasa with Mare Rubin, from 9 to 10:05 
a.m. Sundays: Yoga with Nancy Opgaard, 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. (in-person and via 
Zoom, no class on September 29).

The Gathering Season
Fall is for harvesting, collecting, storing, 
and your local paper also needs to fill up its 
stores. Send contributions of any amount to 
PO Box 6, West Cornwall 06796.



Saturday, September 14, 2024 

(Rain Date September 15, 2024) 

Schedule 

9:00–10:30   Bring your entries to the Town Hall to register at the Registration Table 

10:00–4:00   Fair Opens to Public 

11:00–12:00   Judging (no entries accepted for judging after 10:30 am) 

12:00   Blessing of the Animals on The Green 

1:00–4:00   Games & Activities on The Green 

3:00   CVFD Cow Chip Bingo 

4:00   Display items may be removed 

                                    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Booths and Exhibits  

    

Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department              United Church of Christ 

Motherhouse                                                       Watermelon Eating Contest 

Chickens and Ducks   Apple Cider Pressing 

Cornwall Child Center   Log Sawing 

CVFD Cow Chip Raffle                                 Cows   

Llamas                                                                   Craft Sale and Vendors                                      

Taghhannuck Grange                                          Spinning Wheel and Wool 

Antique Cars and Tractors   Cornwall Land Trust 

Little Guild   ` Hayrides   

Frying Pan Toss                                                    Cornwall Energy Task Force  

CCS 8th Grade                                                       Cornwall Conservation Trust  

Adult and Children’s Games  Cornwall Co-Op Farm Market 

Cornwall Conservation Commission                Cornwall Garden Club 

 

***If you are a vendor or organization that would like space at this year’s Ag Fair, 

please leave a message at 860-248-1543. The Ag Commission would also ask you to 

bring and be responsible for your own tent, table, and necessary setup.                            

 

The Cornwall Agricultural Advisory Commission thanks everyone for participating 

and helping to put our fair together. We hope to see you there. 

 

32nd Annual 
Cornwall 

Agricultural Fair 
 

 
 

Honoring the Hart Family  
   . 
 

September 14, 2024    10 am–4 pm 
(Rain Date September 15, 2024) 

 

Cornwall Celebrates Agriculture on The Green - Cornwall, CT 

 



The Following Will Be Judged In 2 Categories: 

Adults and Children (age 12 and under) 

Please Label All Entries 

It’s All In Fun, So Give It a Try! 

We Hope You’ll Enter! 

Exhibiting Your Produce 

    * All items must be grown or produced in Cornwall or the local area 

    * All items will be judged for overall condition, shape, color, uniformity, and                 

 marketability 

 

Vegetables               Fruits 

  Beans – 10 pods    Apples – 3/plate 

  Beets – 3/plate    Melons – 1/plate   

  Brussel Sprouts – 1 plant   Peaches, Pears, Plums – 3/plate 

  Cabbage – 1 head   Berries – 10/plate 

  Carrots – 5/plate    

  Cucumbers:               Herbs 

     Pickling – 5/plate   Collection of 3 or more 

     Ripe Yellow – 3/plate   

     Green Slicing – 3/plate               Field and Seed Crops 

  Kale – 1 plant    Sweet Corn – 3 ears/(2 with husks off) 

  Lettuce – 1 head   Sunflower – 1 head 

  Onions, Garlic, Leeks, or Shallots – 3 Bulbs  

  Peppers – 3/plate   Dairy 

  Potatoes – 3/plate   Milk – 1 quart 

  Pumpkins:    Cream – ½ pint 

     Large – 1/plate   Yogurt – ½ Pint 

     Midget – 3/plate    

     Sugar – 2/plate   Eggs – 1 dozen 

  Radishes – 5/plate    

  Squash, summer – 3/plate  Honey – 1 pint 

  Squash, winter – 1/plate    

  Tomatoes – 3/plate   Maple Syrup – 1 quart (clear cont.) 

  Turnips – 3/plate   Maple Candy – 5 pieces 

     Maple Cream – 1 jar 

     Maple Sugar – ¼ cup 

 

Bring Your Entries!      Join The Fun! 

Home Preserves – Half-pints minimum size, one jar of jam, jelly, apple butter, 
relish, pickles, etc. (Please label contents.) 
 

Canned Goods – One Pint or Quart jar of applesauce, tomatoes, sauerkraut, etc.  
(Please label contents.) 
 

Baked Goods – Bake your favorite pie, cake, cookies, etc. Let’s try to have as many 
as possible! Adults and children are welcome to enter.  
NEW Apple Pie Contest – This year we are adding an Apple Pie Contest 
 

Needlecrafts – Knitting, embroidery, tatting, sewing, crocheting, etc. 
 

Best Garden Find – Bring the most unusual item found in your garden this year!  
Plant, animal, mineral. All will be considered by creative judges. 
 

Flowers – Adult (age 13 and older) 
     Cut Table Flowers – 3 of the same variety displayed in a Mason Jar 
     Table Arrangement – Theme of your choice (please label) Size limit 30”x30” 
     Miniature Arrangement – no larger than 5”x5”x5” 
     Container Garden – Herbs, Veggies, Flowers, or any combination grown in the   
         container for at least a month 
 

Flowers – Children (ages 12 and under) 
     Cut Flowers – 3 of the same variety displayed in a Mason Jar 
     Table Arrangement – Theme: Big and Bold 
     Favorite Plant – Prettiest, smallest, ugliest, or largest 
 

Children’s Crafts and Hobbies – Let your imagination run wild! All entries must be 
18” square or less.      
 

Art Exhibit – Bring your Cornwall Country Photographs or Works of Art. 
                                                     ************  
Exhibit tags and plates are provided. Exhibit tags will be made out at the 

registration table. Due to a lack of entries in previous years, if you only want your 

item displayed write No on the exhibit tag. You will receive your personal 

Exhibitor’s Number that you alone may use on your exhibits. If possible, please use 

variety names on your card. (“Golden Delicious Apples” instead of “Apples,” etc.)   

        We are also asking for everyone to bring fruits and vegetables to be 

donated to the Food Pantry. Everyone is encouraged to participate, even if you 

don’t have a garden bring a nonperishable food item so we can load up the big 

meeting table in Town Hall. 

                             Dogs are allowed, but ONLY on a leash. 

Questions?    Call Bill Dinneen 860-248-1543 or Wendy Kennedy 860-672-3487 

 





The Cornwall Woman’s Society invites you to a

Celebrate our 100 years of service 
to Cornwall with a Fashion Show 

featuring Cornwall models 
wearing Rummage Sale “Finds.”

Food, drink, and cake!

With hosts
Laurie Simmons and

Robert Clohessy

Saturday
September 28

3 to 5 pm
Mohawk Ski Lodge

46 Great Hollow Road
Cornwall

Celebration
Party!

Please RSVP by September 5 to
CornwallWomansSociety@gmail.com

Our sincerest gratitude to Mohawk Mountain for their ongoing support of the Cornwall Woman’s Society.


