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This Month: 
 For events at the Union visit hughesmemorialunion.com 
Wednesdays:  Beginners’ Tai Chi, 5–6 pm Town Hall; Thursdays:  
Miss Rita’s Story Book Hour, 10:30 am–Noon Library; Saturdays:  
Coop Farm Market, 9 am–12:30 pm Cornwall Village  Original Farmer’s 
Market, 10 am–1 pm Wish House
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 Deadline:
October Chronicle Copy
 Park & Recreation 

6:30 pm 
Hybrid/Library

1 2 3 4

 Recurring
Labor Day Art Sale 
11 am–2 pm Library

 Inland Wetlands 
Agency Meeting 

7 pm Hybrid/Town Hall
   Board of Selectmen 
        7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Board of Education 
Meeting 

4 pm CCS

 Nathan Kerman 
Author Talk

5–7 pm Library

 Signup Deadline 
Park & Rec Soccer

 Cornwall Agricultural 
Advisory Commission 

7:30 pm Town Hall

 Community/Senior 
Lunch Noon–1 pm 
UCC Parish House
 WC Wastewater 

Management Project 
Construction Committee 

5 pm Hybrid/Library
 P & Z Commission 
7 pm Hybrid/Library

 B of A Appeals
9:30–10:30 am Town Hall 

 Watercolor Class 10–11:30 am 
Library  Cornwall Ag Fair 10 

am–4 pm Village Green 
 Storybook Hour 10:30 am–

Noon Library  Seed Workshop 
2–3:30 pm Yelping Hill Barn 
 Neil Estern Reception 

5–7 pm Library

 Nature Book Group 
1–2 pm Library

   Board of Selectmen 
        7:30 pm Hybrid/Library

 Community Social Hour 
3–4 pm

 UCC Parish House

 Cornwall Conservation 
Commission Meeting 

9 am Zoom
 Board of Finance 

7 pm Zoom

 Movie Night
7:30–9:30 pm

 Try Gouache Opaque 
Watercolors Art Class 

With Collette Hurst 
10–11:30 am Library
 John Tauranac 

Author Talk
4–6 pm Library

 Opening Reception 
“Two Worlds: Different 

Perspectives in Painting” 
11:30 am–1:30 pm 
UCC Parish House

 ZBA* 
7 pm Town Hall

 Community/Senior 
Breakfast 9–10 am 
UCC Parish House

 Economic Development 
Commission 

7:30 pm Library

 Cornwall Days 
4–7:30 pm 

Cornwall Bridge
 Movie Night
7:30–9:30 pm 

Town Hall

   Gouache Opaque 
Watercolors Art Class 
10–11:30 am Library
 Fall Mushroom Walk 

10–Noon Ballyhack 
Preserve  Cornwall Days 

11 am–6:30 pm WC
 Valorie Fisher 

Book Signing 3–4:30 pm 
Wish House

 Cornwall Days 
10 am–2 pm 

West Cornwall

 Affordable Housing 
Commission Meeting 
5 pm Hybrid/Library

My Bad Bear
In mid-June the little bear 
was photographed on 

my back porch, sitting on 
a wicker table and sipping 

seed from the feeder like a baby 
with a bottle. Adorable.
	 Black bears are magical creatures; beau-
tiful, intelligent, and mysterious. It is thrill-
ing to see them in our landscape, a relative-
ly recent event. A century ago, they’d been 
extirpated: we were a farming community, 
and we’d cleared the land for cow pastures. 
Now those pastures are woodlands: the 
bear habitat is back, and so are they.
	 Our Eastern black bears seem somehow 
doglike, familiar and friendly in a way that 
other apex predators do not. Spare me from 
ever meeting a lion in the wild, but I’ve met 
many black bears there, and it is more 
thrilling than frightening. When I see them 
on my property, I shout and clap and they 
turn and run. Katie, my 40-pound Standard 
poodle, runs security for me, and she chas-
es the bears up trees. She never hesitates, 
and neither do they.
	 There are an estimated 1,200 black bears 
in Connecticut, the only New England state 
to have a large bear population without a 
bear-hunting season. Our bear eats bees and 
beetles, grubs and larvae, skunk cabbage, 
berries, nuts and fruit. He is conflict-averse, 
rarely attacks humans, and usually retreats 

from threats, including dogs. He can run 
nearly 30 miles an hour and can bend a steel 
post flat to the ground. He has a remarkable 
sense of smell. His five toes with hinged 
joints let him easily open a refrigerator, a 
mayonnaise jar, or your car door.
	 The adorable bear was on my porch for 
the birdseed. We brought in the feeder and 
chased Adorable into the woods. We left for 
a while, returning to find a bear-sized hole 
in the kitchen screen door. Katie got him 
out, but there was kibble all over the kitch-
en floor. Adorable had gotten inside. Sud-
denly things had changed. You aren’t aware 
of the safety you rely on in your own house 
until that safety has been breached.
	 That evening Adorable haunted us. He 
stood at the end of our walkway and didn’t 
move when I ran at him, yelling and clap-
ping. He lay on the ledge while I shouted 
and banged a pot. His hackles were raised 
along the length of his spine.
	 In the dining room his face appeared in 
the French door. I shouted and opened the 
door: he ambled slowly off. In the front hall 
he stared through the window, round eyes 
unblinking. In the dusk his face was like a 
goblin’s. He was no longer adorable, but a 
stalker. When he tried again to get into the 
kitchen, I called DEEP.
	 The Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection is a state agency: 

that’s who you call with a 
wildlife problem. When a 
biologist called me back, I 
told her my story, admit-
ting that I should have tak-
en the feeder down earlier. “Two months 
ago,” she said crisply.
	 Connecticut law prohibits the feeding 
of dangerous wild animals, intentionally or 
unintentionally. If you feed them uninten-
tionally, are advised of it, and continue, 
then DEEP can issue a warrant. So, it’s 
against the law to feed the birds during 
bear season, roughly April 1 to November 
30. It was pretty clear that I had attracted 
Stalker, who could now become a problem 
bear. This would put his life at risk.
	 If you ask, DEEP will set up a bear trap 
on your property. If they catch the bear, 
they’ll haze him so that he won’t return. I 
thought of the hole in my screen, the rav-
aged kitchen, and Stalker’s face in my win-
dow. I requested a trap.
	 The DEEP team is made up of two biol-
ogists, whom I’ll call Jane and Ben, and a 
conservation policeman, Frank, a pistol on 
his hip. They arrive with a huge steel cylin-
der with small portholes on the sides and 
top. At the far end is a hinged gate; inside 
the near end is a mesh basket full of donuts. 
Pulling the basket releases a cord; the gate 
drops and traps the bear inside, unharmed.
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(continued from page 1) Welcome 
Theodore Merritt Hall 

to Elizabeth Cook Hall and Simon Hall

Estelle Marcia Homer 
to Sean Homer and Jonathan Homer

Dillon James Hedden 
to Shannon N. Hedden and 

Donald Stevenson Hedden IV

Maria Jacinta Medeiros 
to Laura L. and Nicholas Medeiros

Goodbye to Friends 
Pamela Lynn Bain

Ralph Brown
Clyde P. Weed

Congratulations 
Shelby Baird and Allen Deeds 

Kaitlyn L. Buckley and Jacob H. Hoadley

Chloe E. Ocain and Daniel A. Snyder

	 DEEP does not relocate bears. If a bear 
breaks into houses twice and is aggressive, 
he’ll be euthanized. But DEEP’s mission is 
to facilitate peaceful co-existence between 
humans and animals. It prefers to solve 
conflicts by educating the public and 
modifying human behavior. If humans 
make food available, bears become ha-
bituated to people and houses, which 
means trouble.
	 The team sets up the trap and a 
trail camera. That day a neighbor 
sends me photographs of a beautiful 
large bear, sleek and glossy: in tall 
grass, looking up at the camera; on 
the deck, looking straight at the cam-
era. My friend had put food out for the 
birds which attracted the bear. “I live in 
bear country,” he wrote. “I love it!” Jane 
suggests the bear is being exploited.
	 After three days, Jane texts: I think we 
have a bear. I go out; the bear huffs at me 
through the grate.
	 The team arrives: Jane, Ben, and Frank, 
and two junior staffers. They lay out an or-
ange tarp and open a medical case. Ben 
screws together a long metal pole, tipped 
with a loaded hypodermic needle. He slides 
this through an upper porthole and deftly 
into the bear’s side. When the bear’s asleep, 
they pull him onto the tarp. The team works 
skillfully and professionally, with respect 
and compassion for the animal.
	 He’s a yearling male, weighing 133 
pounds. They take samples of hair, mucus, 
fat, DNA. They slip in a microchip for iden-
tification. All this information is for scientif-
ic studies being done on bear populations 
by different universities. They put orange 
tags on his ears: A04. Both the color orange 
and the letter A stand for 2025; the number 
signifies the fourth capture this year.
	 When they’re done, Ben drags A04 back 
into the trap and everyone leaves. Hours 
later, when A04 awakes, Jane and Frank ar-
rive. They bang on the cage with sticks and 
shout at him. A04 huffs. Jane opens the gate 
and A04 lumbers out. Jane and Frank shout 
and harass him as he gallops into the tall 
grass. I hope he’ll never come back.
	 A few days later, A04 breaks into a 
neighbor’s kitchen. The neighbor calls 
DEEP. By the time they arrive A04 is gone, 
but they search the rest of the house for 
him. The DEEP team advises the neighbor 
to lock his door. They ask if he 
wants to trap and euthanize the 
bear. He says his wife would 
never allow this. He says he 
will never lock his door. He says 
he throws all his food scraps onto 
an open compost heap.
	 A04 climbs inside every car in 
the neighborhood. He shows up 
at a kitchen on Cogswell Road; he 
harasses bear-proof garbage cans on 
Furnace Brook Road. He breaks into 
a kitchen in West Cornwall. He 
lunges at an observer. DEEP has 

set another trap, and this time they will not 
bang on the roof and release him.
	 Our neighbor, Massachusetts, has twice 
as many bears as we do, but it has a bear-
hunting season. In 2023, it recorded fewer 
than 700 problem-bear incidents; Connecti-
cut recorded over 3,000.

	 I love our landscape, and I still think the 
bears are thrilling. But I do not want A04 
in my kitchen. My feeder had something 
to do with his arrival, so I accept some 
responsibility for what happens to him. 
From now on my feeder will come 
down on April 1.
	 Loving nature is easy. But peaceful 
co-existence with bears will take some 
self-restraint. If we can’t change our be-
havior, the bears will change theirs, 
making more and more forays into the 
habitations we make so inviting. Inviting 

them onto our porches and compost 
heaps, moving quietly so we can get the great 
picture: our good intentions may mean a 
bear-hunting season in our future.

—Roxana Robinson

A New Broom 
for the Land Use Office

Spencer Musselman gets to work early. His 
desk is piled with the paper that accumulates 
along with his job, but he gives every impres-
sion that he has the skills and the will to work 
his way through it. He is Cornwall’s new 
land use officer, replacing retired Karen Nel-
son. Musselman lives “right up the hill in 
Goshen.” He is a graduate of Gettysburg 
College, where he studied biology and envi-
ronmental policy. He taught skiing at Mo-
hawk for six winters, and reports that he 
knows the Housatonic well. During his col-
lege summers he interned for the Litchfield 
Housing Trust, working on the affordable 
housing project on Route 202, and that 
sparked his interest in zoning and land use.
	 He completed the many state-mandat-
ed requirements for the land use officer’s 
certificate and says he “was lucky enough” 
to obtain a position in Litchfield three years 
ago. He now works in Goshen and Warren 
as well, so Cornwall is not his first rodeo. 
What makes land use in Cornwall a differ-
ent proposition?
	 “Cornwall’s more rural,” he says. “Wet-
lands are a bigger issue here, as well as ero-
sion and steep slopes. But what makes 
Cornwall beautiful is its landscape.” Of 
course, the landscape and the topography 
do present a challenge too, and develop-
ment is difficult. He indicated that he was 

looking forward to his first 
public hearing in Corn-
wall, curious to see who 
would show up. He thinks 

the hearing’s subject, which 
is about changing the build-
able area requirement from a 

rectangle to a circle, is a good 
proposal: “The buildable area being 
allowed not to be rectangular makes it 
easier for people to find somewhere 

on their land to develop a building site; it’s 
very difficult sometimes to find a buildable 
rectangle on a property here.” Musselman 
seems pleased to be here.
	 There are a number of development pro-
posals moving along right now, compared to 
one or two per year for a while in past years. 
He is “happy to help any applicant. I’m look-
ing forward. Everybody has been great so 
far, and I’m excited to continue this journey. 
I’m happy to be in a town that I love.”
	 And we should be happy to have him!

—Jill Cutler

ICE in Cornwall? What If…
The Trump administration is pushing harder 
to deport immigrants and has formidable 
new tools to do it: the budget bill passed by 
Congress in July triples the annual budget of 
the Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Agency, better known as ICE, and provides 
$45 billion for new detention centers.
	 While it’s probably safe to assume that 
the Cornwall Consolidated School isn’t a 
prime target for ICE raids, the immigration 
crackdown has nevertheless forced local 
education officials to consider the possibili-
ty. The Connecticut Department of Educa-
tion reports that schools have no obligation 
to collect or maintain the immigration sta-
tus of students or their family members, 
and schools routinely restrict access during 
the academic day, with standard safety 
procedures in place.
	 But the education department has issued 
state-wide guidance “to ensure compliance 
with state and federal laws” in case ICE 
agents knock on a schoolhouse door. The 
guidelines include that each school designate 
a point person who, in the event of a visit by 
an agent, would request identification 
(badge, ID number, phone, business card) 
and ask to see a judicial warrant (administra-
tive warrants or any orders not issued by a 
federal judge are unacceptable). District legal 
counsel provides guidance as needed. 
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Schools are asked “to maintain a cooperative 
manner to avoid appearing to obstruct any 
lawful activities” or escalating the situation, 
and must record all details of the visit.
	 Region 1 Superintendent of Schools Mel-
ony Brady-Shanley notes that although “a lot 
of people are fearful, the likelihood of 
this occurring in Cornwall is slim, 
near zero; we have not yet seen such 
a situation occur in Connecticut.”  
But she adds, “We will follow the 
law we’re required to follow if 
there’s a federal warrant.” Schools 
have made resources available in 
multiple languages regarding stu-
dents’ and families’ rights, legal and 
social services, and counselors or 
mental health professionals to support 
students and staff.
	 Jill Drew serves on the steering commit-
tee of Vecinos Seguros 2 (Safe Neighbors 2) 
based in Lime Rock, a grassroots group as-
sisting immigrants. Like Superintendent 
Brady-Shanley, she sees no imminent risk 
that ICE will approach our schools. “The 
real fear I’m seeing,” says Drew, “is that 
parents might be arrested while their chil-
dren are in school.”
	 She explains the predicament: “A lot of 
immigrants came to the U.S. legally and have 
attended their hearings and filed paperwork 
as required. But it takes years for the govern-
ment to give them a decision about qualify-
ing for a green card or citizenship, and 
during that time their visas may run out and 
they find themselves undocumented. The 
law is changing under these people’s feet, so 
that when they try to follow their legal re-
quirements, ICE is waiting for them.”
	 Drew advises undocumented immi-
grants with children to prepare documents, 
including “setting up standby guardian-
ship, which can be done online without a 
lawyer, where they name a legal guardian 
for their children in the event they are de-
tained; they also should set up a trusted 
person with access to their bank account.” 
	 The state offers a Family Preparedness 
Plan format online. You can read it here: 
tinyurl.com/yehpbe5a.            —Betty Spence

The Power of Weeds
One of the things about gardening that 
makes it appealing is the illusion of control. 
Mowing, weeding, and planting can feel 
like playing God in the garden, which is to 
say deciding what lives and what dies.
	 But nature abhors a garden and does 
everything in its power to destroy it. It at-
tacks with unpredictable weather, hungry 
animals, pests and pathogens, and a vast 
array of weeds.
	 Weeds come into gardens from all over: 
blown in by the wind, deposited by birds or 
other animals in their poop, or simply fall-
ing to the ground when they are mature. 
One of the main strategies that weeds rely 
on is to come up from seeds that are buried 
in the soil. There is an old expression you 
don’t hear much anymore: “One year’s 

seeding equals seven years’ weeding.”
	 Indeed, seven years is a conservative es-
timate of how long buried seeds can last. 
They can survive for a year or two to sever-
al decades, and in some cases, even centu-
ries. They germinate when they are brought 

to the surface in the spring when the soil 
is turned over and exposed to sunlight. 

The clearest example of this under-
ground seed bank can be seen when 
topsoil is moved into a landscape 
under construction from outside 
the area and species of plants not 
growing anywhere nearby immedi-
ately germinate. Clearly, most 

weeds are “pre-adapted” to flourish 
under the conditions that we inevita-

bly create in our farms or gardens.
	 The earliest theory of the origin of 

weeds comes from the Bible. According to 
the Book of Genesis, there were no weeds in 
the Garden of Eden, but when God ban-
ished Adam and Eve from the Garden of 
Eden for eating the fruit of the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, he did so 
with these strong words: “Cursed is the 
ground because of you; through painful toil 
you will eat food from it all the days of your 
life. It will produce thorns and thistles for 
you, and you will eat the plants of the 
field.” According to the Bible, then, God in-
vented weeds to punish humans for dis-
obeying him. To put it another way, weeds 
are a legacy of our agricultural heritage.

—Peter Del Tredici

Cornwall Briefs
• Why does the fire department need new 
trucks? After 25 years of responding to 
countless fire and accident scenes, Cornwall 
Engine 3-0 and Rescue 1 are ready for retire-
ment. Firefighting science and accident-
scene-response needs have changed over the 
years and modern vehicles offer more effec-
tive, efficient, and safe fire-fighting and 
accident-scene-response capabilities.
	 The department has researched replace-
ments for two years, visiting neighboring 
companies to find the best type of trucks for 
Cornwall, and it settled on a rescue pumper 
similar to Falls Village’s vehicle and a 
mini-pumper like Sharon Fire Department’s 
truck. Together these new trucks will al-
low our fire department to move 
quickly and safely in responding to 
incidents all over town.
	 Next month, we’ll explore how 
fires are fought in Cornwall (did 
you ever notice we don’t have fire 
hydrants?) and discuss the capa-
bilities of these new trucks in 
some detail, including rapid re-
sponse to motor vehicle accidents, 
passenger extractions, fighting EV 
fires, and some of the sophisticated 
equipment on board these vehicles.

—Bob Meyers
• Results of Cornwall’s party caucuses 
are in for the November 4, 2025, munici-
pal election. First Selectman: Gordon 

Ridgway(D); Selectmen: Rocco Botto(D), 
John F. Brown(R); Town Clerk: Kathryn 
Lee(D)(R); Treasurer: Richard Bramley(D); 
Board of Finance: full term: Gary Stein-
kohl(D), Carl Z. Hermann(R); Board of 
Finance 2-year vacancy: Kate Sandmeyer 
Ward(D); Board of Finance Alternate: 
Richard Wolkowitz(D), Cody Gillotti(R); 
Board of Education: Anna Kallman(D), 
Martha Bruehl (D), Kathleen Bodwell(R), 
Katherine Scoville(R); Board of Assess-
ment Appeals: Richard Wolkowitz(D), 
David Cavalier(R); Planning and Zoning 
Commission: Phillip West (D), Stephen 
Saccardi(R); Zoning Board of Appeals: 
Lynn Scoville(R), Christi Bodwell (R).
• Popple Swamp and the transfer station 
will get some love in the form of repaving 
in September. Be alert for the roadwork. 
Your patience is appreciated.
• Fall coed soccer in Cornwall at Foote 
Field. One or two skills practices during the 
week; some scrimmages on Saturdays. 
Open to all from kindergarten to sixth 
grade. All towns welcome, but if groups fill 
up, Cornwall kids and children of volun-
teer coaches receive priority. Day and times 
will depend on volunteers’ schedules. 
Please consider signing up to coach.
• Get refreshed at the Ridgway Farm 
Store. The Ridgway family has opened a 
farm store at 142 Town Street in North 
Cornwall. After the “soft opening” in Au-
gust, store hours will be Sundays from 1 to 
6 p.m. and Mondays and Wednesdays from 
4 to 6 p.m. The market will be housed in the 
new barn built as the future home of 
Cornwall Cider. Products for sale will in-
clude vegetables from Ridgway Farm, as 
well as local ice cream and cheeses. Or-
chard and farm tours will be offered on 
Sundays. Check the website for more de-
tails at theridgwayfarm.com.   —Ben Lesch

Events & Announcements
The 19th annual Cornwall Open Studios 
will be held Saturday, August 30, from 1 to 
5 p.m. For a list of participating artists, di-
rections to their studios, and a map, check 
out cornwallct.org/event/cornwall-open-
studio-2025.

At the Cornwall Library
	 The legendary Labor Day Week-
end Art Sale marks its seventh anni-
versary, opening with a cocktail re-
ception at the library on Friday, 
August 29, and continuing through 
Monday, September 1. Sale hours are 
Friday from 6 to 8 p.m., Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Labor Day from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. All are welcome. Come 
search for a treasure, a gift, or some-
thing to enliven your walls.

A special evening with Nathan Ker-
nan, author of A Day Like Any Other: The Life 
of James Schuyler, in conversation with Alice 
Quinn on Saturday, September 6 at 5 p.m. 
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Kernan’s long-awaited definitive biogra-
phy of this great American poet (1923–1991) 
who, along with Frank O’Hara, John Ash-
bery, and others, was an original member 
of the New York School. Alice Quinn, 
former poetry editor at The New Yorker, 
is working on an edition of the poet 
Elizabeth Bishop’s journals. Books 
available for purchase. Attend in-per-
son only. Registration required at 
cornwalllibrary.org.
	 Our once-a-week afterschool pro-
gram for kindergarten and up begins 
this fall on Tuesdays from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
starting September 9. Bus service from 
CCS is available. Materials and snacks 
provided, space limited, no fee. Register 
at noon Mondays for the week’s program 
at cornwalllibrary.org. For info, email 
CornwallLibraryYA@gmail.com.
	 Miss Rita returns with her storybook 
hour in September on Thursdays from 
10:30 a.m. to noon; also Saturday, Septem-
ber 13, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
	 Art class with Collette Hurst; Try Gouache 
Opaque Watercolors. Saturdays, September 
13, 20, and 27 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Learn to 
use gouache opaque paints for sketches 
and finished paintings. $75 includes three 
Saturday sessions, payable at class. Regis-
tration required at cornwalllibrary.org or 
672-6874.
	 The Cornwall Nature Book Group 
meets at the library September 16 at 1 p.m. 
to discuss What If We Get It Right? by Ayana 
Elizabeth Johnson, a young marine biolo-
gist. All are encouraged to attend.
	 Saturday, September 20, at 4 p.m., John 
Tauranac will give an illustrated talk on 
some of the stories from his most recent 
book, New York’s Scoundrels, Scalawags, and 
Scrappers. Books available to buy. Register 
at cornwalllibrary.org.
	 The Wish House will host a book 
signing with local children’s book au-
thor and illustrator Valorie Fisher and 
her newest book, Look and Cook Sweet, 
on Saturday, September 27, from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. to benefit the Cornwall Li-
brary. wishhouse.com.

Park and Recreation
	 Fall season soccer in Cornwall. Sign up 
by September 8 at cornwallparkrec.org.
	 Tuesday, September 9, Community/
senior lunch at UCC Parish House at 12 
p.m. Must RSVP by September 4 to park.
recreation@cornwallct.gov or call/text Mi-
chelle at 626-201-8567.
	 Wednesday, September 17, Communi-

ty social hour from 3 to 4 p.m., UCC 
Parish House.
	 Movie Night at town hall on Fri-

day, September 19, and 26, and Oc-
tober 3 at 7:30 p.m., outdoors 
weather permitting. One night tar-
geted at younger kids, one for 

teens, one for adults. CCS eighth-graders 
will sell snacks; childcare is available. Sign 
up at cornwallparkrec.org.
	 Tuesday, September 23, Community/
senior breakfast UCC Parish House at 9 
a.m. Must RSVP by September 18.
	 Produce to the People will take your ex-
tra veggies to a food pantry. Text Michelle 
at 626-201-8567 or Chris at 207-504-
4219 to arrange a pick-up or volun-
teer to pick up and deliver.

Art in Cornwall 
	 “Verisimilitude: The works 
of Neil Estern.” The show, featuring 
the work of West Cornwall sculptor Neil 
Estern, 1926–2019, runs September 13 
through November 1 at the library, with 
an opening reception September 13. In 
addition to public monuments—most 
notably the FDR memorial in Washing-
ton DC—Estern also created intimate 
portraits of friends and family. Many of 
the works on display are available for 
purchase. Please register for the recep-
tion at cornwallllibrary.org.
	 “Two Worlds: Different Perspectives in 
Painting,” artwork by Lisa Orleman and 
Michael Worobec, runs September 21 to 
October 23 at UCC Parish House. Opening 
reception Sunday, September 21, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Gallery hours: Mon-
day to Thursday 9 a.m. to noon, Sundays 
10 a.m. to noon, and by appointment. For 

further information and to contact the 
artists, please call the church office at 
672-6840.
	 The Souterrain Gallery continues 
to exhibit the works of photographer 
Sarah Blodgett and master basket 
weaver Tina Pucket through Septem-
ber. On Saturday, October 4, from 3 to 6 
p.m. there is a reception for photogra-
phers Lazlo Gyorsok, Jack Kearney, and 
potter Sanah Petersen. More information 

at souterraingallery.net.
	

The Board of Assessment Appeals will 
meet Saturday, September 13, from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m at the town hall to hear appeals 
for motor vehicle assessments.
	
Thirty-third Annual Cornwall Agricultur-
al Fair is September 13, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Rain date is September 14. (See insert.)

Cornwall Days
	 Friday, September 26, from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
Cornwall Bridge: singer/songwriter Bruce 
T. Carroll and tasting at Cornwall Package 
Store; an awesome band at Cornwall Mar-
ket from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
	 Saturday, September 27, in West Corn-
wall: jazz brunch, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 
Pink House patio; Crown Back Funk Trio 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. on the Wish House lawn; 
singer-songwriter from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., at 
the Pink House patio.
	 Sunday, September 28, in West Corn-
wall: Grumbling Gryphon’s Children’s 

Theater pre-performance work-
shop for kids from 10 to 11:30 

a.m.; performance on the Wish 
House Lawn from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.; cabaret performance 

or medley from 1 to 2 p.m. on the 
Wish House lawn.

Cornwall Conservation Trust’s fall mush-
room walk is Saturday, September 27, from 
10 a.m. to noon with Dave Paton. Meet at 
Ballyhack Preserve, but location is subject 
to change, so please register for e-blasts at 
cornwallconservationtrust.org. Also, sign 
up for e-blasts that announce extra hikes, 
events, weather, and location updates.

Lessen the Chill
The air might be getting cooler, but 
don’t turn a cold shoulder to the 
Chronicle. Warm our hearts with a do-
nation to PO Box 6 in West Cornwall 
06796, on our website, or using the QR 
code below.



Saturday, September 13, 2025 

(Rain Date September 14, 2025) 

Schedule 

9:00–10:30   Bring your entries to the Town Hall to register at the Registration Table 

10:00–4:00   Fair Opens to Public 

11:00 and 2:00 Farm Tours 

11:00–12:00   Judging (no entries accepted for judging after 10:30 am) 

12:00   Blessing of the Animals on The Green 

1:00–4:00   Games & Activities on The Green 

3:00   CVFD Cow Chip Bingo 

4:00   Display items may be removed 

                                    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Booths and Exhibits  

    

Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department              United Church of Christ 

Motherhouse                                                       Food 4 Friends 

Chickens                     Apple Cider Pressing 

Cornwall Child Center   Log Sawing 

CVFD Cow Chip Raffle                                 Cows   

Llamas                                                                   Craft Sale and Vendors                                      

Taghhannuck Grange                                          Spinning Wheel and Wool 

Antique Cars and Tractors   Cornwall Land Trust 

Little Guild   ` Hayrides and Farm Tours 

Frying Pan Toss                                                    Cornwall Energy Task Force  

CCS 8th Grade                                                       Cornwall Conservation Trust  

Adult and Children’s Games  Cornwall Co-Op Farm Market 

Cornwall Conservation Commission                Cornwall Garden Club 

 

***If you are a vendor or organization that would like space at this year’s Ag Fair, 

please leave a message at 860-248-1543. The Ag Commission would also ask you to 

bring and be responsible for your own tent, table, and necessary setup.                            

 

The Cornwall Agricultural Advisory Commission thanks everyone for participating 

and helping to put our fair together. We hope to see you there. 

 

33nd Annual 
Cornwall 

Agricultural Fair 
 

 
 

Fred Scoville                                         Allyn (Buddy) Hurlburt 
Life Long Farmers and Friends of the Agricultural 

Community 
Missed by Cornwall 

    
 

September 13, 2025    10 am–4 pm 

(Rain Date September 14, 2025) 
 

Cornwall Celebrates Agriculture on The Green - Cornwall, CT 

 



The Following Will Be Judged In 2 Categories: 

Adults and Children (age 12 and under) 

Please Label All Entries 

It’s All In Fun, So Give It a Try! 

We Hope You’ll Enter! 

Exhibiting Your Produce 

    * All items must be grown or produced in Cornwall or the local area 

    * All items will be judged for overall condition, shape, color, uniformity, and                 

 marketability 

 

Vegetables               Fruits 

  Beans – 10 pods    Apples – 3/plate 

  Beets – 3/plate    Melons – 1/plate   

  Brussel Sprouts – 1 plant   Peaches, Pears, Plums – 3/plate 

  Cabbage – 1 head   Berries – 10/plate 

  Carrots – 5/plate    

  Cucumbers:               Herbs 

     Pickling – 5/plate   Collection of 3 or more 

     Ripe Yellow – 3/plate   

     Green Slicing – 3/plate               Field and Seed Crops 

  Kale – 1 plant    Sweet Corn – 3 ears/(2 with husks off) 

  Lettuce – 1 head   Sunflower – 1 head 

  Onions, Garlic, Leeks, or Shallots – 3 Bulbs  

  Peppers – 3/plate   Dairy 

  Potatoes – 3/plate   Milk – 1 quart 

  Pumpkins:    Cream – ½ pint 

     Large – 1/plate   Yogurt – ½ Pint 

     Midget – 3/plate    

     Sugar – 2/plate   Eggs – 1 dozen 

  Radishes – 5/plate    

  Squash, summer – 3/plate  Honey – 1 pint 

  Squash, winter – 1/plate    

  Tomatoes – 3/plate   Maple Syrup – 1 quart (clear cont.) 

  Turnips – 3/plate   Maple Candy – 5 pieces 

     Maple Cream – 1 jar 

     Maple Sugar – ¼ cup 

 

Bring Your Entries!      Join The Fun! 

Home Preserves – Half-pints minimum size, one jar of jam, jelly, apple butter, 
relish, pickles, etc. (Please label contents.) 
 

Canned Goods – One Pint or Quart jar of applesauce, tomatoes, sauerkraut, etc.  
(Please label contents.) 
 

Baked Goods – Bake your favorite pie, cake, cookies, etc. Let’s have as many as 
possible! Adults and children are welcome to enter.  
Apple Pie Contest – Best looking and best tasting, Apple Pie. 
 

Needlecrafts – Knitting, embroidery, tatting, sewing, crocheting, etc. 
 

Best Garden Find – Bring the most unusual item found in your garden this year!  
Plant, animal, mineral. All will be considered by creative judges. 
 

Flowers – Adult (age 13 and older) 
     Cut Table Flowers – 3 of the same variety displayed in a Mason Jar 
     Table Arrangement – Theme of your choice (please label) Size limit 30”x30” 
     Miniature Arrangement – no larger than 5”x5”x5” 
     Container Garden – Herbs, Veggies, Flowers, or any combination grown in the   
         container for at least a month 
 

Flowers – Children (ages 12 and under) 
     Cut Flowers – 3 of the same variety displayed in a Mason Jar 
     Table Arrangement – Theme: Big and Bold 
     Favorite Plant – Prettiest, smallest, ugliest, or largest 
 

Children’s Crafts and Hobbies – Let your imagination run wild! All entries must be 
18” square or less.      
 

Art Exhibit – Bring your Cornwall Country Photographs or Works of Art. 
                                                     ************  
Exhibit tags and plates are provided. Exhibit tags will be made out at the 

registration table. You will receive your personal Exhibitor’s Number that you alone 

may use on your exhibits. If possible, please use variety names on your card. 

(“Golden Delicious Apples” instead of “Apples,” etc.)   

        We are also asking for everyone to bring fruits and vegetables and 

non-perishable items to be donated to the Food Pantry. Everyone is encouraged 

to participate, even if you don’t have a garden bring a nonperishable food item so 

we can load up the big meeting table in Town Hall. 

 

                             Dogs are allowed, but ONLY on a leash. 

Questions?    Call Bill Dinneen 860-248-1543 or Wendy Kennedy 860-672-3487 

 



WHAT’S THE SKINNY ON MUGWORT? 

Common mugwort was brought to North America from Europe 
as a medicinal plant, possibly as early as the 1600s. Helpful 
for digestive issues, it is still used in healing traditions such as 
Chinese medicine. Mugwort is yet another plant that has not 
evolved in our ecosystem, leaving it free of natural predators and 
controls. Infestations are mostly found in northern parts of the 
US. It prefers plenty of sun and drier soils. In Cornwall, mugwort 
is found on roadsides, waste areas and edges of � elds. 

CORNWALL CONSERVATION COMMISSION:
IDENTIFY, REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF INVASIVE PLANTS

COMMON MUGWORT
ARTEMISIA VULGARIS

BAG AND BAKE: If roots, rhizomes or mature seeds 
are present on cut plants, bag them in black plastic, close 
tightly and leave the bag in the sun. Without moisture 
and light, the plant material will “bake” and die and 
can then be disposed of outdoors. It may take six 
weeks or more for all the material in the bag to become 
completely lifeless.

DECAY IN PLACE: Stalks without roots, rhizomes or 
mature seeds attached a� er cutting may be le�  in place 
to decay. 

Disposal

OCT NOV

� is insert made possible by funding from � e Cornwall Foundation. Illustrations by Cindy Kirk.

Calendar
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Adapted from the Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Management Calendar produced by the Connecticut 
Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG).

Treatment, 
herbicidal

Treatment, 
mechanical
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Mugwort spreads aggressively, mostly underground through rhizomes.  
� ese horizontal stems that grow beneath the surface generate new 
plants from their nodes. Unfortunately, even small pieces of rhizome or 
root can generate a new sprout that can start a colony. Mugwort prolif-
erates readily in places where soils are moved, such as 
in nursery root balls, at turf 
farms and at construction 
sites. Mature seeds can 
become windborne, also 
promoting the spread, 
especially if the seeds 
fall on disturbed 
(bare) earth. 

PULLING: Small, young plants can be pulled, including the roots, in 
spring and early summer before rhizomes have developed.

MOWING OR CUTTING: Mow or cut the stalks before the seedheads 
have matured in late September. Mowing a� er seeds have matured can 
actually spread the seeds. For larger infestations, repeated mowing 
during the growing season can weaken the plant by depleting its energy 
reserves.

HERBICIDES: Herbicides may be used if mechanical means are not 
ultimately e� ective in removing this aggressive plant. Timing and 
methods of application are crucial, so consulting with or hiring a 
licensed professional is recommended.

MUGWORT INVASIVE PLANT FACTSHEET: 
UCONN Extension guide to identi� cation, control 
and disposal. bit.ly/ccc_mugwort

PLANT ID APP: PictureThis (about $40 per 
year/ free option). � e app identi� es the plant from 
a photo and provides details.

Identifi cation Spread

Removal

Mugwort’s tall, purple-tinted stalks can reach � ve feet or more. Its pointed, 
feathery leaves are dark green, silvery grey on the underside. Crushing a leaf will 
yield a sage or geranium-like odor. In late summer, � ower buds form in clusters 
at the top of the stalks, generating seedheads that mature in late September. 



Music Festival

SEPT
28

Grumbling Gryphons Children’s Theater
10 am Pre-performance Workshop for kids
11:15 am Performace on The Wish House Lawn 
Cabaret and/or Community Open Mic

1–2 pm   The Wish House Lawn
More info to come!

The Cornwall Economic Development Commission would like to thank 
the businesses listed for hosting and sponsoring these events. 

visit explorecornwallct.com for final schedule

SEPT
26

Bruce T. Carroll

4–6 pm  Cornwall Package Store, Cornwall Bridge

SEPT
27

Matt Sucich 

A weekend of Live Music & Theater

Crown Back Funk Trio
3:30–5 pm, The Wish House Lawn, West Cornwall

FRI

SAT

8:30 pm  The Pink House, West Cornwall

SUN

Singer-songwriter sharing original songs and classic covers 
while you sip a curated selection of tastings

Blending funk and blues with the freedom of jazz

RIP Dunes

5 pm  Cornwall Market, Cornwall Bridge

Indie ethereal rock ’n’ roll from Brooklyn, NY, 
back for an encore performance

Singer-songwriter who has shared the stage with Counting
Crows, Lucius, Lake Street Dive, Levon Helm, and many others

all
events
are


